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ISBE & ICCB

Working collaboratively to develop career and 
technical education Programs of Study (POS)
Identify pathways from secondary school to:

Two- and four-year colleges
Align course offering at the secondary level with 
postsecondary level courses
Provide context for educational reform and focus 
driven instruction



Perkins IV Legislation

The new law requires the development and 
implementation of “programs of study.” These programs 
of study must:

Incorporate secondary education and postsecondary education 
elements;
Include academic and career and technical content in a 
coordinated, nonduplicative progression of courses; and
Lead to an industry-recognized credential or certificate at the 
postsecondary level, or an associate or bachelor’s degree

States must develop the programs of study in 
consultation with local programs
Each local recipient receiving funds will be required to 
offer the relevant courses of at least one Program of 
Study



Perkins IV

POS must include:
Secondary and postsecondary educational content;
Coherent and rigorous continent alignment with challenging 
academic standards and relevant career and technical 
content;
A sequence of course that is coordinated and non-duplicative; 
A sequence of courses that align secondary education with 
postsecondary education to adequately prepare students to 
succeed in postsecondary education;
The opportunity for secondary students to earn 
postsecondary credit through dual enrollment, dual credit or 
other means; and
Attainment of industry-recognized credential or certificate.



POS Goals

Equip students with the skills and credentials required 
for success in high-growth, high-demand, and/or high-
wage career fields;
Close the achievement gap
Increase curricular alignment
Decrease the need for remediation
Create meaningful education options for ALL students

Increase enrollment and persistence
Increase attainment of degrees and certificates

Ensure that ALL students attain education and skills 
Needed for Success

Increase academic and skill achievement 
Increase entry into employment or further education



POS Goals (cont.)

Develop model mechanisms of collaboration
Enhance collaboration between secondary and post-
secondary educators and institutions
Enhance collaboration between core academic and 
career/technical instructors
Enhance collaboration between business/industry 
partnerships and educators
Focus on the development of lessons that integrate 
career content within lesson frameworks for core 
academic subjects
Align classroom content and advising with National 
Career Development Standards



ILLINOIS PROGRAMS OF 
STUDY COMPONENTS

Core and supporting components are still subject to further discussion

Core Components:
Programs of Study
Integrated Academic and CTE Curricula
Professional Development
Career Development
Standards-Based Curricula That Lead to Industry Credentials 
and/or Certification

Supporting Components:
Articulation Agreements
Alignment with School Reform
Joint Advisory Committee
Parent and Community Involvement
Dual Credit
Innovative Instructional Strategies
Evaluation
Administrative Support



ILLINOIS PROGRAMS OF 
STUDY COMPONENTS (cont.)

Guidebook
Steps to developing a program of study
How to develop each component
How to create and maintain partnerships 
Examples of promising practices
Troubleshooting strategies
Reporting guidelines and instructions
Outcome measures
Resources
Opportunities for professional development
Templates
Glossary



What does this mean for Illinois?

New vision for education
Alignment of Career Education to 
education reform, workforce 
development and economic 
development



Role Of Perkins Title II Funding

Title II funds are being REFOCUSED
around CTE Programs of Study:

Development
Implementation
Maintenance



Role Of Perkins Title II Funding

ICCB and ISBE are working collaboratively 
to:

Address the requirements of the law
Support innovation at the secondary and 
postsecondary levels 
Align resources to best address local, regional, 
state and national needs



Role Of Perkins Title II Funding

Title II funding will be used to support a 
revised vision of the consortia

A new, more streamlined role
Seeks to infuse innovations & build on past success

Title II funds will remain separate from 
Title I



Role Of Perkins Title II Funding

Title II Partnerships will reorganized 
around the Clusters/Programs of Study 
Initiative 

Development, implementation & maintenance
Title II Partnerships will become a vital link 
in the development of Programs of Study

Facilitate the joint planning of the accountable 
partners



Role Of Perkins Title II Funding

In addition, Title II Partnerships will 
continue to address critical needs:

Collaboration
Professional Development
Equal Access For Special Populations
Preparatory Services
Title I Coordination Requirements
Accountability



Proposal

High School and College 
Partnerships

High School Focused

Aligns and Supports AcademicsIn Lieu of Academics

16 Clusters – 81 Pathways5 “Program Areas”

For All CareersFor a Few Jobs

For All StudentsFor Some Students

CAREER EDUCATIONVOCATIONAL EDUCATION



Statewide Programs of 
Study Advisory Committee 

Perkins IV Section 122
Statewide POS Advisory Committee

Academic & CTE teacher
Secondary administrators
Guidance counselors
Parents
Students
Postsecondary institution (2-year and 
4-year)
POS coordinators community 
organizations
Business and industry
Special populations
Labor organization

Cluster/Content Committee
ISBE and ICCB
Business and industry
Postsecondary and secondary
Other state agencies (labor)
Community
Special population and counselors

Local Partnership Committee
EFE
POS
High School administrators and faculty
Community College
Four Year institutions
Career counselors
Local business and industry
Parents
Students
Community organizations

Joint POS Advisory Committee
Secondary and postsecondary 
institutions
Business and industry



POS Professional Development Components

High quality, sustained, intensive program 
offerings
Teacher preparation
Impact on classroom instruction
Impact on teachers’ performance
Assist students to meet academic and 
technical assessment



POS Partnerships Components

Provide a seamless transition for students 
through all levels of the education system 
and into employment

Re-entry to formal education and training



POS Career Development Components

Economic
Sociological 
Psychological
Educational
Physical
Chance factors

Systemically, career development intervention 
(programs, services, and resources) are designed to 
improve individual career awareness, exploration, 
choice, preparation and management

School 
Work
Family
Cultural environment
Social environment



POS Meetings – Summary 

Advisory Committee Meetings
September 17, 2007
December 17, 2007

State Team Committee Meeting
January 11, 2008



Business Management & 
Administration

Finance
Marketing Sales & Service

Information Technology

Business, Marketing & 
Computer Education

Health Science 
Technology

Health Services

Architecture & Construction
Technology & Communication

STEM
Manufacturing

Public Safety and Security
TDL

Technology and Engineering Education 
(Industrial)

Human Services
Hospitality & Tourism

Education and Training

Family and Consumer 
Sciences

Agriculture, Food, and 
Natural Resources

Agricultural Education

Foundational 
Knowledge and 

Skills

Career Clusters Framework (sample)



Career Clusters

A model that:
Fits Illinois to help individuals succeed in the 
workplace, education and life
Prepares students for a broad range of career 
options:

Employment
Technical and postsecondary education 
Lifelong learning

Increases our ability to be student-centered, 
industry-focused, and performance-driven



Career Path (sample)

Career Path

Career Cluster

Career Pathway

Program of Study

Personal Plan of Study

Business Management & 
Administration

Finance
Marketing Sales & Service

Information Technology

Business, Marketing & 
Computer Education

Health Science 
Technology

Health Services

Architecture & Construction
Technology & Communication

STEM
Manufacturing

Public Safety and Security
TDL

Technology and Engineering 
Education (Industrial)

Human Services
Hospitality & Tourism

Education and 
Training

Family and Consumer 
Sciences

Agriculture, Food, 
and Natural 
Resources

Agricultural 
Education

Foundational 
Knowledge 
and Skills



Career Cluster
Career Path

Career Cluster

Career Pathway

Program of Study

Personal Plan of Study

A grouping of occupations and 
broad industries based on 
commonalities. 

Represents the knowledge and 
skills, both academic and 
technical, that all students within 
the cluster should achieve 
regardless of their career field.



Knowledge and Skill Statements
Knowledge and skill statements represent the skills 
and knowledge, both academic and technical, that all 
students should achieve for a given career area

Employability and Career                       
Development

Systems

Ethics & Legal ResponsibilityInformation Technology

Safety, Health
and Environment

Problem Solving
and Critical Thinking

Leadership and TeamworkCommunications

Technical skillsAcademics



Career Pathway

A Career Pathway represent a 
grouping of occupations 
within a cluster based on 
commonalities.

For example, there are 3 career 
pathways within the Education 
and Training Career Cluster: 

Administration and Administrative 
Support
Professional Support Services
Teaching and Training

Career Pathway

Program of Study

Personal Plan of Study

Career Cluster

Career Path



Programs of Study

A full range of activities, 
documents and process that 
make up a seamless education 
program from school to school 
within a given Career Cluster or 
Career Pathway.

Includes a three-part curriculum 
framework extending from 
secondary to two-year 
postsecondary to four-year 
postsecondary education

Career Path

Career Cluster

Career Pathway

Programs of Study

Personal Plan of Study



Sample Program of Study



Personal Plan of Study

A student’s scope and sequence of 
coursework and co-curricular 
experiences based upon chosen 
educational and career goals.

Arranged according to secondary 
graduation requirements and 
postsecondary admissions 
requirements.

Required of all students in grades 
9-12 and is to be reviewed 
annually.

Career Path

Career Cluster

Career Pathway

Programs of Study

Personal Plan of Study



Personal Plan of Study (sample)



Personal Plan of Study (sample)



Contact Information

Career Development and Preparation 
Illinois State Board of Education
100 N. First Street
Springfield, IL 62777
(217) 782-4620

Career & Technical Education 
Illinois Community College Board
401 E. Capitol Avenue
Springfield, IL 62701-1711
(217) 785-0123

The Perkins IV planning committee website can be found at 
http://occrl.ed.uiuc.edu/



Questions???


