Regional Superintendent Demolition Inspection Checklist

· 1.
Site plan:

Verify that the application for demolition permit be accompanied by a site plan showing to scale the size and location of all existing structures on the site, distances from lot lines, the established street grades and the proposed finished grades; and it shall be drawn in accordance with an accurate boundary line survey. The site plan shall show all construction to be demolished and the location and size of all existing structures and construction that are to remain on the site or plot.  Note accuracy of the site plan.

· 2.  Service connections:
Verify that before a structure is demolished or removed, the owner or agent shall notify all utilities having service connections within the structure such as water, electric, gas, sewer and other connections. A permit to demolish or remove a structure shall not be issued until a release is obtained from the utilities, stating that their respective service connections and appurtenant equipment, such as meters and regulators, have been removed or sealed and plugged in a safe manner.  Check all utilities to insure connections are disconnected.

· 3.  Notice to adjoining owners of intent, demolition and excavation:

Verify that when a written notice has been given by the applicant to the owners of adjoining each potentially affected lot (not across a street) for notice of building demolition it is at least one week prior to the commencement of work.  Then a permit shall be granted for the removal of a building or structure. 

· 4.  Other laws:

Mention to the demolition contractor that nothing herein contained shall be construed to nullify any rules, regulations or statutes of state or federal agencies governing the protection of the public or workers from health or other hazards.  The contractor must follow OSHA, IEPA, IDPH, and other state and federal rules for demolition.  The contractor shall contact each agency.

· 5.  Portable fire extinguishers:

Verify that all buildings under demolition shall be provided with at least one portable fire extinguisher with a minimum 2-A:20-B:C rating at each exit on all floor levels where combustible materials have accumulated. A portable fire extinguisher with a minimum 2-A:20-B:C rating shall also be provided in every storage and construction shed. Additionally, at least one portable fire extinguisher shall be provided where special hazards, such as flammable or combustible liquid storage, exist.

· 6.  Buildings under demolition:

Verify that when the building is being demolished and a standpipe is existing within such a building, such standpipe shall be maintained in an operable condition so as to be available for use by the fire department. Such standpipe shall be demolished with the building but shall not be demolished more than one floor below the floor being demolished.

· 7.  Maintenance:

Verify that in case an existing party wall is intended to be used by the person who causes an excavation to be made, and such party wall is in good condition and sufficient for the use of both the existing and proposed building, such person shall preserve the party wall from injury and shall support the party wall by proper foundations at said person's own expense, so that the wall is and remains as safe and useful as the party wall was before the excavation was commenced. During the demolition, the party wall shall be maintained weatherproof and structurally safe by adequate bracing until such time as the permanent structural supports have been provided.
· 8.  Adjoining roofs:

Verify that where the demolition of an existing building is being conducted at a greater height, the roof, roof outlets and roof structures of adjoining buildings shall be protected against damage with adequate safeguards by the person doing the work.
· 9.  Removal of debris:

Verify that all waste materials be removed in a manner which prevents injury or damage to persons, adjoining properties and public rights-of-way.

· 10.  Grading of lot:

Where a structure has been demolished or removed and a demolition permit has not been approved, the vacant lot shall be filled, graded and maintained in conformity to the established elevation of the street grade at curb level nearest to the point of demolition or excavation. Provision shall be made to prevent the accumulation of water or damage to any foundations on the premises or the adjoining property.

· 11.  Retaining walls and partition fences:

Verify that the adjoining grade is not higher than the legal level, the person causing an excavation to be made shall erect, where necessary, a retaining wall at his or her own expense and on his or her own land. Such wall shall be built to a height sufficient to retain the adjoining earth, shall be provided with a guardrail or fence not less than 42 inches (1067 mm) in height.

· 12.  Removal of waste material:

Verify that material shall not be dropped by gravity or thrown outside the exterior walls of a building during demolition. Wood or metal chutes shall be provided for the removal of such materials. Where the removal of any material will cause an excessive amount of dust, such material shall be wet down to prevent the creation of a nuisance.

· 13.  Lighting:

Verify that all stairways and parts of buildings under demolition shall be adequately lighted while persons are engaged at work.

· 14.  Fire department access:

Verify that fire department access shall be provided and maintained to all structures undergoing demolition. Fire department access roadways shall be of an approved surface material capable of providing emergency vehicle access and support at all times, and shall be a minimum of 18 feet (5486 mm) in unobstructed width. The access roadways shall provide a minimum turning radius capable of accommodating the largest fire apparatus of the jurisdiction and a minimum vertical clearance of 13 1/2 feet (4115 mm).
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