4. REQUEST TO EXCLUDE TITLE I, PART A ARRA FUNDS IN DETERMINING THE 10 PERCENT
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SET-ASIDE FOR AN LEA IN IMPROVEMENT

Dear Assistant Secretary Melendez de Santa Ana:

The lllinois State Board of Education (ISBE) is requesting a waiver for fiscal year
the requirement in section 1116(c)(7)(A)(iii) of the ESEA to determine an LEA’

allocation
ion under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA)) on behalf cational
agencies (LEAS) in Illinois that are identified for improvement under
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA). In parti

development set-aside.
Illinois believes that the requested waiver will increa

gated to spend on

that the LEA believes best
t-aside, which LEAs will
still have to provide, is substantial and ds to be spent on
professional development, absent actual )

absorb substantially more professional deve
determine whether its professional develop /o ending Title I, Part A ARRA

ly progress (AYP) based on assessments administered in the
ance with the requirements of section 1111(b)(2) of the ESEA.
imately, the flexibility provided by the requested waiver with respect to
)e spent for allowable Title I, Part A activities may help more schools and
ake AYP by enabling them to direct funds appropriately to help their

It will comply with its statutory and regulatory obligations for the professional
development set-aside with respect to its regular Title I, Part A allocation;

o It will use the funds freed up by the waiver to address needs identified based on data,
such as Statewide or formative assessment results;

(0]



o It will comply with all of its other Title I, Part A statutory and regulatory obligations,
including the obligations in sections 1114 and 1115 to have schoolwide and targeted
assistance programs that “use effective methods and instructional strategies that are based
on scientifically based research;” and

o It will submit an application for Title | funds (referred to herein as “LEA application”),

needs.

Illinois further assures that it will not approve an LEA’s application o
application unless or until it determines, based on the LEA’s descrigtion; that the LE

based strategies. Illinois will not approve an LEA to imple
LEA has an approved application (or amended applicatio
of the data on which the LEA relied to identify needs a pports the strategie
to address those needs. If necessary to carry out thes I require an LEA
seeking to implement the waiver to amend its applicatio ith Illinois’ usual

process for changing an LEA’s application.

Prior to submitting this waiver request, 1l[ingi State with notice and a
reasonable opportunity to comment on inoi i notice by sending a
blast email to all LEAS requesting comm : inoi ided notice and
information regarding this waiver request t r request on the

agency’s website and including informatio
message.

Illinois hereby assures
Department of Ed
District Identifig

ted waiver, it will submit to the U.S.
eport that sets forth the name and NCES

Please feel fre€ ) -4832 or via email at mewright@isbe.net if
you have any que € i ““Phank you for your consideration.




