
33 

 

Students 
 
 

Public and Nonpublic 
Pre-Kindergarten through Post-Graduate 

Fall Pupil Enrollment 
1982-83 through 2005-06 

 
School Year Public Nonpublic Total 

2005-06 2,111,706 267,651 2,379,357 
2004-05 2,097,503 225,765 2,323,268 
2003-04 2,100,961 312,819 2,413,780 
2002-03 2,084,187 306,047 2,390,234 
2001-02 2,071,391 317,198 2,388,589 
2000-01 2,051,021 323,231 2,374,252 
1999-00 2,018,316 323,869 2,342,185 
1998-99 2,011,814 322,664 2,334,478 
1997-98 1,996,184 321,406 2,317,590 
1996-97 1,974,824 320,880 2,295,704 
1995-96 1,948,089 323,438 2,271,527 
1994-95 1,920,289 320,290 2,240,579 
1993-94 1,898,494 317,102 2,215,596 
1992-93 1,877,785 315,995 2,193,780 
1991-92 1,843,394 315,247 2,158,641 
1990-91 1,816,182 318,625 2,134,807 
1989-90 1,792,356 322,666 2,115,022 
1988-89 1,790,566 328,280 2,118,846 
1987-88 1,806,357 332,033 2,138,390 
1986-87 1,819,392 339,680 2,159,072 
1985-86 1,821,278 348,994 2,170,272 
1984-85 1,829,619 352,079 2,181,698 
1983-84 1,849,045 352,518 2,201,563 
1982-83 1,875,770 353,412 2,229,182 

 
Source: Fall Housing Enrollment Report
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Public School Enrollment Comparison 
1995-96 with 2005-06 

 
 
Grade Level 

1995-96 
Enrollment

2005-06 
Enrollment 

Percent 
Change

Pre-K 35,274 56,525 60.2
Pre-K Bilingual 679 1,345 98.1
Pre-K Spec. Ed. 9,994 14,261 42.7
Kindergarten 151,485 147,726 -2.5
K-1 Transition 664 n/a n/a
1st Grade 153,870 154,061 0.1
2nd Grade 149,128 153,558 3.0
3rd Grade 142,500 155,155 8.9
4th Grade 142,660 154,372 8.2
5th Grade 142,836 158,822 11.2
6th Grade 138,679 162,949 17.5
7th Grade 133,484 160,362 20.1
8th Grade 132,678 160,911 21.3
Ungraded Elementary 4,239 * *
Elem. Spec. Ed. 49,990 * *
 Elementary Total 1,377,765 1,480,047 7.4
  
  
9th Grade 149,289 179,703 20.4
10th Grade 139,115 165,477 18.9
11th Grade 122,384 147,500 20.5
12th Grade 107,244 138,518 29.2
Ungraded Secondary 4,243 * *
Sec. Spec. Ed. 29,666 * *
Post Grad *** 3,522 461 -86.9
 Secondary Total 555,643 631,659 13.7
 Total Elementary and Secondary 1,933,138 2,111,706** 9.2
 
 * Starting with the 1998-99 school year, the student classifications of elementary and secondary 

special education and non-graded were not used. These students are reported in appropriate grade 
levels. 

** Includes Regional Office of Education, Department of Corrections, special education and regular 
education schools. 

***Department of Corrections over reported post graduates prior to FY05. 
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Public School Enrollment 
by Racial/Ethnic Distribution Comparison 

1995-96 with 2005-06 
 

  1995-96   2005-06 
 Number % Number %

White Non-Hispanic 1,235,243 63.6 1,169,501 55.4
Black Non-Hispanic 409,694 21.1 428,207 20.3
Hispanic 236,760 12.2 393,070 18.6
Asian or Pacific Islander 59,152 3.0 79,264 3.8
American Indian or Alaskan native 2,774 0.1 3,948 0.2
Multi-Racial n/a n/a 37,716 1.8
 Total Students 1,943,623 100.0% 2,111,706 100.0%
 Total Minority Students 708,380 36.4% 942,205 44.6%
 
 
 
 

Nonpublic School Enrollment* Comparison 
1995-96 with 2005-06 

 
 

Grade Level 
1995-96 

Enrollment
2005-06 

Enrollment 
Percent 
Change

Pre-K 32,816 33,720 2.8
Kindergarten 29,012 21,450 -26.1
1st Grade 27,372 19,166 -30.0
2nd Grade 25,992 18,759 -27.8
3rd Grade 24,420 18,483 -24.3
4th Grade 23,513 18,195 -22.6
5th Grade 23,256 18,422 -20.8
6th Grade 22,048 18,148 -17.7
7th Grade 20,934 17,640 -15.7
8th Grade 20,254 18,113 -10.6
Ungraded Elementary 1,460 1,245 -14.7
Elem. Spec. Ed. (K-8) 2,221 4,044 82.1
 Elementary Total 253,298 207,385 -18.1
  
  
9th Grade 18,528 15,491 -16.4
10th Grade 17,307 14,768 -14.7
11th Grade 15,600 13,734 -12.0
12th Grade 13,982 13,179 -5.7
Ungraded Secondary 1,001 554 -44.7
Sec. Spec. Ed. (9-12) 2,532 2,540 0.3
Reported Total Only**  
 Secondary Total 68,950 60,266 -12.6
 Total Elementary and Secondary 322,248 267,651 -16.9%
 
 * Nonpublic schools report data on a voluntary basis. Voluntary registration of nonpublic elementary and 

secondary schools on an annual basis went into effect July 1, 1977. 
** Some nonpublic schools reported total enrollment only which is included in the “Total.” 
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Bilingual Education Enrollment 
By Native Language 

2005-06 
 

Chicago 
District 299 Non-Chicago State Total 

Language Number Row % Number Row % Number Col %
Spanish 55,506 42.4 75,510 57.6 131,016 81.0
Polish 2,807 42.1 3,861 57.9 6,668 4.1
Arabic 951 34.9 1,773 65.1 2,724 1.7
Urdu 912 43.7 1,177 56.3 2,089 1.3
Cantonese (Chinese) 1,314 81.6 296 18.4 1,610 1.0
Korean 155 9.7 1,447 90.3 1,602 1.0
Pilipino (Tagalog) 465 35.5 846 64.5 1,311 0.8
Gujarati 179 15.4 981 84.6 1,160 0.7
Vietnamese 538 47.5 595 52.5 1,133 0.7
Russian 116 11.7 876 88.3 992 0.6
Lithuanian 35 4.2 792 95.8 827 0.5
Japanese 38 5.4 667 94.6 705 0.4
Mandarin (Chinese) 139 22.9 468 77.1 607 0.4
Serbian 299 52.9 266 47.1 565 0.3
Ukrainian 242 43.4 315 56.6 557 0.3
Bulgarian 158 28.7 393 71.3 551 0.3
Bosnian 330 61.2 209 38.8 539 0.3
Other (Unidentified) 270 30.3 622 69.7 892 0.6
Other (Identified) 2,025 32.7 4,161 67.3 6,186 3.8

Enrollment Totals 66,479 41.1% 95,255 58.9% 161,734 100.0%
 
 
 

Reasons for Exiting Bilingual Programs 
2005-06 

 
Chicago 

District 299 Non-Chicago State Total 

Reason for Exiting 
the Program Number

% of 
Total 
Exits Number

% of 
Total 
Exits Number 

% of 
Total 
Exits

Transitioned 4,963 29.4 7,668 43.6 12,631 36.6
Withdrawn by Parents 2,227 13.2 1,055 6.0 3,282 9.5
Graduated 0 0.0 2,047 11.6 2,047 5.9
Dropped Out 103 0.6 317 1.8 420 1.2
Transferred 5,894 34.9 4,163 23.6 10,057 29.2
Other 3,688 21.9 2,354 13.4 6,042 17.5
 Total Exited 16,875 48.9% 17,604 51.1% 34,479 21.2%
 Have Not Exited 49,604 38.7% 78,506 61.3% 128,110 78.8%
 Total Served 66,479 40.9% 96,110 59.1% 162,589 100.0%
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School Districts Which Served Over 1,000 Bilingual Students 
 

School District Name Number
% of Total

LEP Enrollment
Chicago Public S.D. 299 66,479 40.9
School District U-46 6,885 4.2
Cicero S.D. 99 5,903 3.6
Aurora East Unit District 131 5,170 3.2
Waukegan C.U.S.D. 60 5,002 3.1
C.U.S.D. 300 2,531 1.6
Wheeling C.C.S.D. 21 2,352 1.4
West Chicago Elementary S.D. 33 2,101 1.3
Palatine C.C.S.D. 15 2,093 1.3
Rockford S.D. 205 1,987 1.2
C.C.S.D. 59 1,668 1.0
Schaumburg C.C.S.D. 5 1,533 0.9
Plainfield S.D. 202 1,513 0.9
Round Lake Area S.D. 116 1,387 0.9
C.C.S.D. 62 1,347 0.8
Valley View C.U.S.D. 365U 1,316 0.8
Aurora West Unit S.D. 129 1,241 0.8
Barrington C.U.S.D. 2 1,137 0.7
Township High S.D. 21 1,125 0.7
Joliet Public S.D. 86 1,058 0.7
Indian Prairie C.U.S.D. 204 1,020 0.6

 
 
 
 
 
 

Number of Students Served by Bilingual Education Programs: FY02 - FY06 
 

  Fiscal Year 
% change in 

FY06 

  FY02 FY03 FY04 FY05 FY06 
From 
FY04 

From 
FY05

Chicago District 299 64,383 67,676* 71,512 67,466 66,479 -7.0 -1.5
Non-Chicago 90,532 85,488 85,634 89,036 96,110 12.2 7.9
 Total Served 154,915 153,164 157,146** 156,502 162,589 3.5 3.9

 
* This is an adjusted number. 16,250 students in Chicago’s FY03 Annual Student Report should not 

have been included. 
** This is adjusted for students who exited prior to FY04. 
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Number of Children Served in Pre-Kindergarten
At-Risk Program
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Preschool enrollment numbers differ from those shown in the Public School Enrollment 
Comparison which is reported from the Fall Housing Report and reports the number of 
students enrolled in the public school districts as of September 30th. The number reported 
here represents the total enrollment in FY06 for the Pre-Kindergarten At-Risk program which 
also includes some private and non-profit organizations who received grants. 

 
 
 

High School Graduates 
 

  Public Nonpublic Total 
2004-05 123,615 13,850 137,465 
2003-04 124,763 15,179 139,942 
2002-03 117,507 15,216 132,723 
2001-02 116,600 15,216 131,816 
2000-01 110,624 15,114 125,738 
1999-00 111,835 15,169 127,004 
1998-99 112,557 15,481 128,038 
1997-98 114,611 15,036 129,647 
1996-97 110,170 14,520 124,690 

 
2005-06 information will be available March 2007 
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2004 - 05 High School Dropout Rate by Grade Level, Gender and Race 
 

  9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade Total  
  Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female All 
White Non-Hispanic                       
 # of Dropouts 807 602 1,119 775 1,465 1,176 1,715 1,188 5,106 3,741 8,847
 Statewide Enrollment 52,334 49,379 49,066 47,016 46,307 44,634 44,221 42,088 191,928 183,117 375,045
 Dropout Rate 1.54% 1.22% 2.28% 1.65% 3.16% 2.63% 3.88% 2.82% 2.66% 2.04% 2.36%
            

Black Non-Hispanic                  
 # of Dropouts 2,141 1,515 1,674 1,322 1,084 928 1,087 905 5,986 4,670 10,656
 Statewide Enrollment 19,812 19,032 15,446 16,122 11,126 12,829 9,491 11,207 55,875 59,190 115,065
 Dropout Rate 10.81% 7.96% 10.84% 8.20% 9.74% 7.23% 11.45% 8.08% 10.71% 7.89% 9.26%
            

American Indian-Alaskan                  
 # of Dropouts 10 8 6 12 4 2 5 6 25 28 53
 Statewide Enrollment 184 180 173 180 159 138 153 123 669 621 1,290
 Dropout Rate 5.43% 4.44% 3.47% 6.67% 2.52% 1.45% 3.27% 4.88% 3.74% 4.51% 4.11%
            

Asian-Pacific Islander                  
 # of Dropouts 96 74 65 56 79 48 76 47 316 225 541
 Statewide Enrollment 3,169 2,966 3,130 2,867 3,030 2,783 2,914 2,725 12,243 11,341 23,584
 Dropout Rate 3.03% 2.49% 2.08% 1.95% 2.61% 1.72% 2.61% 1.72% 2.58% 1.98% 2.29%
            

Hispanic                  
 # of Dropouts 1,354 1,093 974 790 896 710 865 560 4,089 3,153 7,242
 Statewide Enrollment 15,150 13,762 11,911 11,571 9,778 9,922 8,396 8,495 45,235 43,750 88,985
 Dropout Rate 8.94% 7.94% 8.18% 6.83% 9.16% 7.16% 10.30% 6.59% 9.04% 7.21% 8.14%
            

Multi-Racial                  
 # of Dropouts 2 6 5 5 2 5 9 7 18 23 41
 Statewide Enrollment 338 337 312 282 201 216 144 178 995 1,013 2,008
 Dropout Rate 0.59% 1.78% 1.60% 1.77% 1.00% 2.31% 6.25% 3.93% 1.81% 2.27% 2.04%
Totals                  
 # of Dropouts 4,410 3,298 3,843 2,960 3,530 2,869 3,757 2,713 15,540 11,840 27,380
 Statewide Enrollment 90,987 85,656 80,038 78,038 70,601 70,522 65,319 64,816 306,945 299,032 605,977
 Dropout Rate 4.85% 3.85% 4.80% 3.79% 5.00% 4.07% 5.75% 4.19% 5.06% 3.96% 4.52%

 

Data Sources: 
Number of Dropouts by grade level, gender and race: End of Year Report 
Statewide enrollment: Fall Housing Report 
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SCHOOL REPORT CARD 
Selected School Report Card Variables: Statewide Trend Data 

For Regular Public Schools Only 
 
Report Card Variable 1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 
            
Enrollment Percentage            
 White 64.0% 63.3% 62.6% 62.0% 61.1% 60.1% 59.3% 58.6% 57.7% 56.7% 55.6% 
 Black 20.6% 20.6% 20.8% 20.8% 20.9% 20.9% 20.8% 20.7% 20.8% 20.3% 20.0% 
 Hispanic 12.2% 12.8% 13.3% 13.9% 14.6% 15.4% 16.2% 17.0% 17.7% 18.3% 18.7% 
 Asian/Pacific Islander 3.1% 3.1% 3.2% 3.2% 3.3% 3.4% 3.5% 3.6% 3.6% 3.7% 3.8% 
 Native American 0.1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 
 Multi-Racial/Ethnic          0.7% 1.8% 
Total Number 1,906,599 1,931,871 1,951,998 1,962,026 1,983,991 2,007,170 2,029,821 2,044,539 2,060,048 2,062,912 2,075,275 
            
Low-Income Enrollment 34.9% 35.7% 36.3% 36.1% 36.7% 36.9% 37.5% 37.9% 39.0% 40.0% 40.0% 
            
LEP Enrollment 5.9% 6.1% 6.3% 6.4% 6.1% 6.3% 6.7% 6.3% 6.7% 6.6% 6.6% 
            
Dropout Rate 6.5% 6.4% 6.2% 5.9% 5.8% 5.7% 5.1% 4.9% 4.6% 4.0% 3.5% 
            
Chronic Truancy Rate 2.3% 2.3% 2.3% 2.3% 2.4% 2.2% 2.0% 1.9% 2.1% 2.2% 2.2% 
            
Mobility Rate 18.8% 18.4% 18.2% 18.1% 17.5% 17.2% 16.5% 16.4% 16.8% 16.1% 16.0% 
            
Student Attendance Rate 93.5% 93.8% 93.9% 93.6% 93.9% 93.7% 94.0% 94.0% 94.2% 93.9% 94.0% 
            
Average Class Size            
 Kindergarten 23.0 22.5 22.1 21.8 21.3 20.9 20.5 20.6 21.0 20.9 20.9 
 Grade 1 22.7 23.1 22.8 22.3 21.6 21.6 21.1 21.3 21.6 21.5 21.5 
 Grade 3 22.8 23.5 23.2 23.0 22.4 22.3 22.1 22.5 22.6 22.3 22.1 
 Grade 6 23.8 24.7 24.3 23.8 23.9 24.0 23.6 23.6 23.7 23.4 23.4 
 Grade 8 22.9 23.0 23.5 23.1 22.9 22.6 22.3 22.8 23.1 22.9 22.7 
 High School 19.5 19.3 18.9 18.3 18.4 18.2 18.8 17.6 19.9 19.7 19.7 
            
Oper Expend Per Pupil $5,922  $6,158 $6,281 $6,682 $7,146 $7,483 $7,926 $8,181 $8,482 $8,786 $9,099 
 (prior year)            
Graduation Rate 80.5% 81.6% 81.8% 81.9% 82.6% 83.2% 85.2% 86.0% 86.6% 87.4% 87.8% 


