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Message from State Superintendent Christopher A. Koch

We have just been informed by the U.S. Department of Education that Illinois has not been selected to
receive a Race to the Top grant. While thisis disappointing news, | am proud of the effort that our state
has made to put together such an ambitious plan, which | believe should serve as our blueprint for where
we need to take education through the next decade.

| thank you for your support of Illinois students and look forward to working with you as we implement
many of the elements that comprised our application. As you know, the Illinois education community
worked collaboratively to form our Race to Top application, so many of the proposed changes are in
statute and will occur anyway.

We till intend to develop new rigorous teacher and principal evaluation systems, as required by state
law, as well as continuing our work to improve teacher and principal preparation programs.

We are still committed to developing a comprehensive longitudinal data system to assist usin better
preparing students for college and careers and we are already on our way to implementing the new
Illinois Learning Standards, incorporating the Common Core.

Nothing more is needed with regard to the Race to the Top at this time, however, we will be working
with you as we move forward with the goals we' ve outlined for driving educational progressin Illinois.

| appreciate your passion for students and your commitment to excellence.

Chris



