STORY PYRAMID AND SUMMARY

Performance Standard 2A.C

Create a story pyramid and a one-paragraph summary that demonstrate their comprehension of areading selection
accordingly:

Comprehending: Demonstrate an accurate understanding of important information in the text by providing
succinct, accurate, clear responses; use each word on a story pyramid to provide insightful information.
Identifying story elements. Use information from the text to correctly identify the story elements.

Using supporting evidence fromthe text: Use relevant, specific, accurate, and fully supported text information
in the summary.

Transferring story elements: Smoothly transfer all story elements to the summary; give each story element
equal attention in the summary.

Procedures

1.

In order to understand how literary elements and techniques are used to convey meaning (2A), students

should experience sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following skills:

o |dentify the theme (e.g., friendship, cooperation, sharing, change, exploration) in selected stories and
books.

o |dentify the setting and tell how it affects the story.

e |dentify the elements of plot by retelling the story (i.e., problem, attempts to solve problem, or resolution of
problem).

e |dentify/compare characters attributes across stories.

e Classify major types of fiction (e.g., tall tale, fairy tale, fable).

2. Have students review and discuss the task to be completed and how the rubric will be used to evauate it.

3. After the class has read a story, prepare an overhead transparency to demonstrate the process of organizing the
summary of the story by completing astory pyramid. Have the class participate as you guide them through the
demonstration.

4. Have each student read another literary work. Provide each student a copy of the story pyramid task sheet.
Each student should complete a story pyramid, consulting text if necessary. After the completing the pyramid,
each student will use the information written on the pyramid to develop a one-paragraph summary of the
literary work.

5. Evaluate each student’ s performance using the rubric. Add each student’ s scores to determine the performance
level.

Examples of Student Work follow Resour ces

e Literary works
e Copy of demonstration story pyramid and the
information that is to be written on it

Time Requirements o Copies of the“Story Pyramid and Summary”

e Threeclass periods (not including time to read task sheet
selections) e  Story Pyramid and Summary Rubric
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NAME

STORY PYRAMID AND SUMMARY

DATE

[ Exceeds standard (must receive 15 - 16 total points)
[ Meets standard (must receive 11 - 14 total points)
[0 Approaches standard (must receive 7 - 10 total points)

[1 Begins standard or absent (must receive 4 - 6 total points)

PYRAMID SUMMARY
Comprehension Story Elements Evidence of Text Transference of Story
Elements

4 | e Reader e Reader uses e Reader uses e Reader smoothly
demonstrates an information from the relevant and accurate transfers all story
accurate understanding | text to correctly identify | text informationinthe | elementsto the
of important the requested story summary. summary.
informationinthetext | elements. e Most are specific
by providing succinct, and fully supported.
accurate, clear
responses.

e Eachword
provides insightful
information.

3 o  Reader e Reader uses e Reader uses e Reader transfers
demonstrates an information from the relevant and accurate most story elementsto
accurate understanding | text to correctly identify | text informationinthe | the summary.
of important most of the requested summary.
informationinthetext | story elements. e  Some are specific;
by providing succinct, some may be general
accurate, clear and not fully supported.
responses.

e Somewords
provide insightful
information.

2 o  Reader ¢ Reader uses e Reader uses e  Reader transfers
demonstrates an information from the irrelevant or limited few story elementsto
understanding of text to correctly identify | text informationinthe | the summary.
important information some of the requested summary.
in the text by providing | story elements.
some accurate
responses.

e Lacksinsight.

1 o Reader o  Reader useslittle o  Reader useslittle o  Reader transfers
demonstrateslittle or no | or no information from | text informationinthe | little or none of the
understanding of the the text to identify the summary. story elementsto the
text. requested story summary.

e Responsesmay be | elements.
inaccurate.
Score

Source: Adapted from the ISAT Extended Response Reading Rubric.
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STORY PYRAMID AND SUMMARY

Story Pyramid Example
The Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare

1. Responsibility
2. Matt Attean
3. Dependable  responsible loya
4. Maine  wilderness cabin 1700's
5 A realistic historical fiction novel
6. Matt struggles to  survive without help.
7. Matt refuses to go with Attean’'s people.
8. Matt remains and his family finally  arrives  safely.

Summary of The Sign of the Beaver (written from story pyramid ideas)

Responsibility is the theme of thisrealistic historical fiction novel. The main character is Matt, whoisa
dependable, responsible, loyal, thirteen-year-old young man. Matt is left alone in the wilderness of Maine
in the 1700’ sto take care of the family’s cabin. A family of Native Americans who live nearby befriends
Matt. Atteanisayoung, Native American man who teaches Matt about survival in the woods. A
friendship slowly grows between the boys. When the Native American tribe leaves the area, Matt is
invited to move aong with them and become a “brother” to Attean. Matt makes an important choice
when he remains on the homestead to wait for his family to return. The family finally arrives safely after
many months. Matt has shown his parents and himself that he is now a man.

Story Pyramid Example
The Keeping Quilt by Patricia Polacco

1. Family
2. Grandma Patricia
3. Russan American  Jewish
4. New Y ork City America
5 A true story picture book
6. Russian  Jewish  people come to  America
7. Patricia  uses  the quilt at her wedding.

8. Patricids family quilt helps them  remember  specia times.

Summary of The Keeping Quilt (written from story pyramid ideas)

Patricia Polacco’s grandmaand all of her family came from Russia many years ago. They were
Russian Jews who cameto New Y ork City in the United States of America. In this story, the women
make a quilt from clothes that they brought with them from Russia. The quilt is called “The Keeping
Quilt” because the family keeps the quilt for along time. They use the keeping quilt for specia
events like weddings and birthdays. The people in the family show their love for one another by
sharing their customs.
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NAME DATE

STORY PYRAMID

Student Task Sheet

Directions: Fill inthe pyramid with the following information. Use your completed story
pyramid as an outline for independently writing a one-paragraph summary of the literary work
you read.

Line 1. Write the theme of the literary work.

Line 2. Write the first and last name of the main character (if applicable) or write the first name
of the main character and the name of another important character.

Line 3. Write three characteristics of the main character (3 adjectives to describe this character).

Line 4. Write four words that describe the setting.

Line 5. Write five words to classify the kind of literary work that was read.

Line 6. Using six words, write a sentence that states the problem or conflict in the literary work.

Line 7. Using seven words, write a sentence that tells about an important event in the literary
work.

Line 8. Using eight words, write a sentence that tells about the solution to the problem or conflict
in the literary work.

STORY PYRAMID

1.
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— Story Pyramid

Directions: Fill in the pyramid with the following information. Use your completed story pyramid
as an outline for a summary of the story.

Line 1. Wnte the theme of the literary work.

Line 2. Wnite the first and last name of the main character (if applicable) or write the first name of
the main character and the name of another important character.

Line 3. Wnite three characteristics of the main character (3 adjectives to describe this character)

Line 4. Write four words that describe the setting.

Line 5. Write five words to classify the kind of literary work that was read.

Line 6. Using six words, write a sentence that states the problem or conflict in the literary work.

Line 7. Using seven words, write a sentence that tells about an important event in the literary
work.

Line 8. Using eight words, write a sentence that tells about the solution to the problem or conflict
in the literary work.
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Directions: Fill in the pyramid with the following information. Use your completed story pyramid
as an outline for a summary of the story.

Line 1. Write the theme of the literary work.

Line 2, Write the first and last name of the main character (if applicable) or write the first name of
the main character and the name of another important character,

Line 3. Write three characteristics of the main character.(3 adjectives to describe this character)

Line 4. Write four words that describe the setting.

Line 5. Write five words to classify the kind of literary work that was read,

Line 6. Using six words, write a sentence that states the problem or conflict in the literary work.

Line 7. Using seven words, write a sentence that tells about an important event in the literary
work.

Line 8. Using eight words, write a sentence that tells about the solution to the problem or conflict
in the literary work.
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