OBITUARY

Performance Standard 29D.H

Write information about for a historical figure associated with the target culture accordingly:

Knowledge: Know the vocabulary and complex language structures for writing a culturally appropriate obituary.
Comprehension: Write the obituary for a historical figure associated with the target culture in 30 minutes and
respond with understanding and facility.

Communication: Use the appropriate presentational strategies to write the obituary.

Procedures

1

In order to understand history of areas where the target language is spoken (29D), students should experience
sufficient learning opportunities to devel op the following:

o Write or present areport on akey historical figure and the events associated with that person.

o |dentify and write all the key elements of an obituary.

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work.
3. Read and discuss authentic obituary from the target culture.
4. Have students research the life of an historical figure associated with the target language. Students should take
notes on the “Obituary” task sheet.
5. Ask each student to write a 200-word (3/4 page) obituary in class for the historical figure using the information
on the task sheet. At aminimum, students should provide the following information:
e Full name,
e Date of birth and death
o Cause of desath,
e Marriage
e  Children and where they live,
e  Education and employment,
e Atleast 3 significant accomplishments and dates,
e  Other information such as significant people, events, works associated with the figure, and statements by
others about this person (e.g., testimonials).
6. Inform students when the 30 minutesis up.
7. Optiona: write an epitaph to accompany the obituary.
8. Evaluate each student’s performance using the Foreign Language Rubric as follows and add each student’s
scores to determine the performance level:
o Knowledge: Linguistic elements were complete, correct, and culturally appropriate.
e Comprehension: Obituary was 200 words long and completed within 30 minutes; execution of the task
showed understanding and facility.
e  Communication: Strategies to present the information were complete, appropriate and correct.
Examples of Student Work follow Resour ces

Time Reguirements

Library and Internet sources

Dictionaries, if needed.

Sample obituaries from target language culture
“Obituary” task sheet

Foreign Language Rubric

45 — 60 minutes to research the life of the
historical figure
30 minutes to write the obituary.
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Name Date
OBITUARY
Student Task Sheet
Full Name
Residence

Date of Birth

Date and Cause of Death

Married to

Children and city wherethey live

Education (institution and dates)

Employment (companies— current and past)

Member of Churchesand Organizations

Signification Events and Accomplishments

Honorsand Awards

Other Information
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DHELLWIG
"Meets"


"Exceeds"

Todesanzeige
Johannes Gutenberg

Johannes Gutenberg ist heute, 3.2.1468 gestorben. Er wurde im Jahre 1400 in
Mainz. geboren, aber der Tag seiner Geburt ist nicht erkannt. Er hat in Mainz gewohn,
und er hat da als Goldschmied pearbeitet. Im Jahre 1438, hat er cine Partnerschaft mit
Andreas Dritzehn geformt. Die zwei Minner haben mit Pressen Proben gemacht. Er hat
spéter eine andere Parinerschaft mit Johann Fust gemacht. Die zwei haben eine
Driickpresse erfunden, und sic haben die Bibel gedriickt. Dicse Bibel hiel dic Gutenberg
Bibel.

CGutenberg hat nie geheiratet, und er hatte keine Kinder. Im Jahre 1462 mubBte er
Mainz verlassen, weil die Stadt angegriffen wurde, Im Jahre 1464 kam er wieder nach
Mainz, und er wohnte da bis er starb. Der deutsche Staatsmann, Adolf der zweite, war
Gutenbergs Patron.

Wir werden Gutenberg viel vermissen.
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