
OBITUARY 
 

Performance Standard 29D.H 
 
Write information about for a historical figure associated with the target culture accordingly: 
• Knowledge: Know the vocabulary and complex language structures for writing a culturally appropriate obituary. 
• Comprehension:  Write the obituary for a historical figure associated with the target culture in 30 minutes and 

respond with understanding and facility. 
• Communication: Use the appropriate presentational strategies to write the obituary. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand history of areas where the target language is spoken (29D), students should experience 

sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following: 
• Write or present a report on a key historical figure and the events associated with that person. 
• Identify and write all the key elements of an obituary. 

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work.  
3. Read and discuss authentic obituary from the target culture. 
4. Have students research the life of an historical figure associated with the target language.  Students should take 

notes on the “Obituary” task sheet. 
5. Ask each student to write a 200-word (3/4 page) obituary in class for the historical figure using the information 

on the task sheet.  At a minimum, students should provide the following information: 
• Full name, 
• Date of birth and death 
• Cause of death, 
• Marriage 
• Children and where they live, 
• Education and employment, 
• At least 3 significant accomplishments and dates, 
• Other information such as significant people, events, works associated with the figure, and statements by 

others about this person (e.g., testimonials). 
6. Inform students when the 30 minutes is up. 
7. Optional:  write an epitaph to accompany the obituary. 
8. Evaluate each student’s performance using the Foreign Language Rubric as follows and add each student’s 

scores to determine the performance level:  
• Knowledge: Linguistic elements were complete, correct, and culturally appropriate. 
• Comprehension: Obituary was 200 words long and completed within 30 minutes; execution of the task 

showed understanding and facility. 
• Communication: Strategies to present the information were complete, appropriate and correct. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources Examples of Student Work follow 
 •  Library and Internet sources 

 • Dictionaries, if needed.   
 • Sample obituaries from target language culture 
Time Requirements • “Obituary” task sheet 
• 45 – 60 minutes to research the life of the 

historical figure 
• Foreign Language Rubric 
 

• 30 minutes to write the obituary. 

ASSESSMENT 29D.H 



Name _________________________________________________________ Date _____________________ 
 

OBITUARY 
 

Student Task Sheet 
 
 

Full Name ________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Residence ________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Date of Birth ______________________________________________________________________________  
 
Date and Cause of Death ____________________________________________________________________  
 
Married to ________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Children and city where they live 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________  

 
__________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Education (institution and dates) 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Employment (companies – current and past) 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Member of Churches and Organizations 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________  

 
__________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Signification Events and Accomplishments 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Honors and Awards 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Other Information 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________  

ASSESSMENT 29D.H 



DHELLWIG
"Meets"



DHELLWIG
"Exceeds"
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