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Foreword 
 
 
The Illinois State Board of Education, pursu ant to 105 ILCS 5/2-3.25g, m ust s ubmit to the 
Illinois General Assembly on or before February  1 of ea ch year a report listing "all types of 
waivers of mandates and modifications of mandates granted by th e State Board of Education o r 
the General Assem bly . . . (identifying) the to pic of the waiver alon g with the num ber and 
percentage of eligible applicants for which the waiver has been  granted.”  In addition, the report 
must include any recommendations for a mendments to or repeal of School Code m andates 
involved in the waivers or modifications.  This is the thirteenth report submitted under that law. 
 
This cum ulative report covers all waivers a nd m odifications of School Code m andates or 
administrative rules granted as of  January 2010 that have been included in w aiver reports  
submitted to the General Assembly through October 1, 2009.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Christopher A. Koch, Ed.D. 
                 State Superintendent of Education 

 



 

Introduction 
 
 
Summary of Approved Waivers and Modifications lists all requ ests th at have been approved  
either by the Illinois State Board of Education or the General Assembly since March 1995, when 
the waiver law was a mended to allow school distri cts to request waivers and m odifications from 
almost all educational m andates contained in the School Code or in the State Board of 
Education’s administrative rules.   
 
The report identifies approved requests alphabetically by general category followed by topic area 
(with statutory or rule citation); lists the total number of requests granted, including a breakdown 
by entity granting the request; and identifies the num ber of school districts for which these 
requests have been granted and the percentage that num ber represents out of the state’s 869 
school districts operating as of fall 2009.  Thre e additional subsections report the waivers and 
modifications granted to area vocational centers , regional offices of education, and special 
education cooperatives.  The summary is presented in chart form.  The report includes comments 
on potential changes in laws that are the subject of approved waivers or modifications.   
 
Summary Chart 
 
The chart organizes the 5,295 waiver and m odification requests approved as of O ctober 2009 
into seven general categories:  Accountability; Calendar/Instru ctional Tim e Issues; Course 
Offerings; Employment Issues; Fiscal Issues; G overnance; and Health and Safety.  Under each 
category, approved waivers and modifications  are further delin eated by topic area.  In som e 
instances, large topic areas (i.e ., "Driver Education," "Holidays, " and "P hysical Education") are 
further subdivided for clarity. 
 
Often a single eligible applicant will submit a request in more than one area or several in a single 
area.  There fore, the total num ber of  petitions  will excee d the num ber of  eligib le applican ts 
receiving approval.  To date, 934 school districts, or 107.5 percent of districts statewide, have 
been granted waivers or m odifications of School  Code m andates or of m andates contained in 
administrative rules.  (T his number includes district s that have consolidated or no longer exist.)  
In addition, nine area vocatio nal centers (36 percent), 34 regi onal offices of education (75.6 
percent), and 37 special educati on cooperatives (54.4 percent) ha ve been granted waivers or 
modifications. 
 
Recommendations and Discussion 
 
In requiring that a cum ulative report on approv ed waivers and m odifications be su bmitted each 
year, the General Assem bly recognized that the waiver process could raise policy and 
administrative issues that need to b e considered separately from  individual requests.  Over the 
past several years, the cumulative waiver report exam ined legally mandated school holidays and 
made specific recomm endations for legislative ch anges in that area; in m ore recent reports , 
recommendations regarding use of parent-teacher conference tim e were also m ade, along with 
recommendations concerning fees charged for driver’s education.   
 

 



 

In the spring of 2009, Senate Bill 1956 was pa ssed by both cham bers of the General Asse mbly 
and was signed into law as Public Act 96-640 in August of 2009.  Passage of  this bill allows 
districts and other entities elig ible for waivers to use legally m andated school holidays for 
purposes other than school dism issal and to m odify the school schedule for the m ajority of 
parent-teacher configurations without using the waiver process.   

 



 

 
Recommendations and Discussion 

 
Legislative Recommendations 
 
The following recommendation proposes amendments to the School Code in the area of driver’s 
education fees.   

 
Driver’s Education 
 
Section 27-24.2 (form erly Secti on 27-23) of the School Code au thorizes school districts to 
charge up to $50 for students participating in a driver’s education course.  The General Assembly 
has approved 274 petitions from  153 school district s since May 1996 seeking to raise this $50 
limit.  Of  the 40 petitions rece iving approval during the last two waiver reports, 30 were 
renewals of previously approved requests; in those cases, six districts asked for approval to 
increase the fee over the amount previously approved.  
 
Requests to raise driver’s education fees are the third most common type of waiver request, after 
holidays an d daily ph ysical education.  (Fee  requests share th ird place with  waivers for 
administrative expenditure lim its.)  The num ber of these applications, and the m aximum fee s 
requested, strongly indicate that many school districts believe th e $50 fee is insufficient to fund 
driver’s edu cation p rograms, and they are s eeking ways to cover the s hortfall in revenues by 
charging students more to take the course.  Up until May 2003, the General Assembly considered 
fewer than 10 requests in each report.  There was a substantial increase in petitions during 2004 
and while num bers have varied since then, the la st five years have seen 143 petitions to raise 
fees, with 52 percent of these requests involving  a fee greater than $250 per student.  Indeed, 
only 12 percent of districts with wa ivers still in effect have asked to limit the fee to $150 or less.  
The General Assem bly has approved seven reques ts to charge up to $4 50 per student and eight 
requests to charge up to $500.  
 
The majority of the requests that have been appr oved – 65 percent – are from  districts located in 
Cook County and the five collar co unties or districts in or near urban centers such as Rockford, 
Bloomington, and the metro-east area. 
 
Given that the law establishing the $50 m aximum is more than 20 years old and that of all driver 
education fee waiver requests ap proved, 52 percent have been appr oved in the past five years, 
the State Bo ard recommends to the General Ass embly that (1) the fee lim it be eli minated, thus 
allowing districts to set the fee in  response to local conditions, but that (2) the district set a fee 
only after providing appropriate ad vance notices and holding a public hearing in order to take 
comments from parents, other community members, and affected teachers and staff members.   

 

 



 

  
 
Driver’s Education 
105 ILCS 5/27-24.2 
 
Safety education; driver education course. Instruction shall be give n in safety education in each 
of grades one through 8, equivalent to one cl ass period each week, and a ny school district which 
maintains grades 9 through 12 shall offer a driver education course in any such school which it 
operates. Its curriculum shall include content dealing with Chapters 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16 of the  
Illinois Vehicle Code, the rules a dopted pursuant to those Chapters insof ar as they pertain to the 
operation of motor vehicles, and the portions of the Litter Control Act relating to the operation of 
motor vehicles. The course of instruction gi ven in grades 10 through 12 shall include an 
emphasis on the develop ment of knowledge, attit udes, habits,  and skills necessa ry for the safe 
operation of m otor vehicles, including m otorcycles insofar as they can be taught in the 
classroom, and instruction on distracted driving as  a m ajor traffic safety issue. In addition, the  
course shall include instruction on special hazards exis ting at a nd required safety and driving 
precautions that m ust be observed at em ergency situ ations, hig hway construction and  
maintenance zones, and railroad crossings and th e approaches thereto. The course of instruction 
required of each eligib le student at the high s chool level shall consist of a minimum of 30 clock 
hours of classroom  instruction and a m inimum of 6 clock hours of individual behind-the-wheel 
instruction in a dual control ca r on public roadways taught by a driver education instructor 
endorsed by the State B oard of Education. Both the classroom instruction part and the practice 
driving part of such driver edu cation course shall be open to a resident or non-resident student 
attending a non-public school in the district wherein the course is offered. Each student attending 
any public or non-public high scho ol in the district  must receive a passing grade in  at least 8  
courses during the previous 2 sem esters pr ior to  enrolling  in a dr iver education course, o r the  
student shall not b e permitted to en roll in the c ourse; provided that the local superintendent of 
schools (with respect to a student  attending a public high school in  the district) or chief school 
administrator (with resp ect to a student attendi ng a non-public high school  in the district) m ay 
waive the requirem ent if the superintendent or chief school adm inistrator, as the case m ay be, 
deems it to be in th e best in terest o f the studen t. A studen t may be allowed to co mmence the 
classroom instruction p art of such  driver edu cation cours e prio r to reaching age 15 if such  
student then will be elig ible to complete the entire course within 12 months after being allowed 
to commence such classroom  instruction. Such a course m ay be comm enced immediately after 
the com pletion of a p rior cours e. Teachers of  such co urses sh all m eet the certification 
requirements of this Act and regulations of the St ate Board as to qualifica tions. Subject to ru les 
of the State Board of Edu cation, the school district may charge a reasonable fee,  not to exceed 
$50, to students who participate in the course, unless a student is unable to pay for such a course, 
in which event the fee for such a student must be waived. A district that chooses to exercise such 
authority must first provide notices, hold a public  hearing, and approve the action in the sam e 
manner required of eligible app licants in Section 2-3.25g(c) of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/2-
3.25g(c)]. The total am ount from  driver education f ees and reim bursement from  t he State for 
driver education must not exceed the total cost of  the dr iver education program in any year and 
must be deposited into the school district' s driver education fund as a separate line item  budget 
entry. All moneys deposited into the school district 's driver education fund m ust be used solely 

 



 

 

for the funding of a high school driver education program  a pproved by the State Board of  
Education that uses driver education instructors endorsed by the State Board of Education.  
 



1All citations are to 105 ILCS 5 (the School Code); some requests involve State Board of Education administrative rules and are noted. 
2School districts may have submitted more than one petition for the same topic area, making the number of districts fewer than the number of petitions in many instances. 
3As of fall 2009, Illinois had 869 operating school districts, 25 area vocational centers, 45 regional offices of education, and 68 special education cooperatives/joint agreements. 
4P.A. 91-318, effective July 29, 1999, amended Article 13A of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
5P.A. 96-640, effective August 24, 2009, amended Sections 18-8.05(F)(2)(d) and 24-2 of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
6P.A. 90-548, effective July 1, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
7P.A. 94-438, effective August 4, 2005, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain modification requests.  
8P.A. 89-618, effective August 9, 1996, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
9P.A. 94-198, effective January 1, 2006, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain modification requests. 
10P.A. 91-719, effective June 2, 2000, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests.  
11P.A. 93-909, effective August 12, 2004, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
12P.A. 90-548, effective December 4, 1997, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
13P.A. 92-184, effective July 27, 2001, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
14P.A. 90-653, effective July 29, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
15P.A. 90-566, effective January 2, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
16The cumulative total of districts receiving approval for waivers and modifications since 1995 includes districts that no longer exist due to consolidation or other reorganization initiatives.  
Additionally, the number of school districts in the state has continued to decrease since that time, so percentages of districts will increase without there being additional approvals. 

Summary of Approved Waiver/Modification Requests of Rules and School Code Mandates 
(October 1995 through October 2009 Reports) 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
Accountability 

 
Topic 

 
Code/Rule Citation1 

Approved - 
ISBE 

Approved - 
GA 

Total 
Approved 

Number of 
Districts2 

Percentage 
of Districts3 

Accountability Procedures 5/2-3.64; 23 Ill. Adm. Code 1.30-1.70   11   4    15   13 1.5% 
School Report Card 5/10-17a     0   1     1     1 0.1% 
Statement of Affairs 5/10-17     0   6     6     5 0.6% 
SUBTOTAL    11 11   22   

Calendar/Instructional Time Issues 
 

Topic 
 

Code/Rule Citation1 
Approved - 

ISBE 
Approved - 

GA 
Total 

Approved 
Number of 
Districts2 

Percentage 
of Districts3 

Alternative Schools4 5/Art.13A         1   0         1    1 0.1% 
Attendance Procedures 23 Ill. Adm. Code 1.290         1   0         1    1 0.1% 
Holidays5 5/24-2 2,973   6 2,979 90815 104.5%15 
 Lincoln’s Birthday       89715  103.2%15 

 Casimir Pulaski Day      674  77.6% 

 Columbus Day       396  45.6% 

 Veterans’ Day      435  50.1% 

 Dr. M.L. King, Jr.’s, Birthday      395  45.5% 

 Memorial Day        17    2.0% 

 Labor Day        15    1.7% 

Inservice Training6 5/18-8.05(F)(2)(d)(2)      20 151   171   83 9.6% 



1All citations are to 105 ILCS 5 (the School Code); some requests involve State Board of Education administrative rules and are noted. 
2School districts may have submitted more than one petition for the same topic area, making the number of districts fewer than the number of petitions in many instances. 
3As of fall 2009, Illinois had 869 operating school districts, 25 area vocational centers, 45 regional offices of education, and 68 special education cooperatives/joint agreements. 
4P.A. 91-318, effective July 29, 1999, amended Article 13A of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
5P.A. 96-640, effective August 24, 2009, amended Sections 18-8.05(F)(2)(d) and 24-2 of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
6P.A. 90-548, effective July 1, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
7P.A. 94-438, effective August 4, 2005, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain modification requests.  
8P.A. 89-618, effective August 9, 1996, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
9P.A. 94-198, effective January 1, 2006, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain modification requests. 
10P.A. 91-719, effective June 2, 2000, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests.  
11P.A. 93-909, effective August 12, 2004, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
12P.A. 90-548, effective December 4, 1997, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
13P.A. 92-184, effective July 27, 2001, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
14P.A. 90-653, effective July 29, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
15P.A. 90-566, effective January 2, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
16The cumulative total of districts receiving approval for waivers and modifications since 1995 includes districts that no longer exist due to consolidation or other reorganization initiatives.  
Additionally, the number of school districts in the state has continued to decrease since that time, so percentages of districts will increase without there being additional approvals. 

Summary of Approved Requests (October 1995 through October 2009 Reports), Page 2 
 

Calendar/Instructional Time Issues (continued) 
 

Topic 
 

Code/Rule Citation1 
Approved - 

ISBE 
Approved - 

GA 
Total 

Approved 
Number of 
Districts2 

Percentage 
of Districts3 

Instructional Time (day/yr.)7 5/10-19, 18-8.05    115    4   119   63 7.2% 
Kindergarten 5/10-20.19a, 10-22.18        0    4       4     1 0.1% 
Parent-Teacher Conferences5 5/18-8.05(F)(2)(d)(1)      20 160    180 100 11.5% 
SUBTOTAL  3,130 325 3,455   

Course Offerings 
 

Topic 
 

Code/Rule Citation1 
Approved - 

ISBE 
Approved - 

GA 
Total 

Approved 
Number of 
Districts2 

Percentage 
of Districts3 

Bilingual Education 5/14C-2, 14C-2.1, 14C-3    3     0     3     1  0.1% 
Course Requirements 23 Ill. Adm. Code 1.420 & 1.430    6     1     7     3  0.3% 
Driver Education 5/27-23, 27-24 & 23 Ill. Adm. Code 252  42 299 341  160 18.4% 
 Amount of Fee      149  17.1% 

 When to Offer Course        16    1.8% 

 Contracting          9    10.0% 

 Behind the Wheel        17    1.6% 

Graduation Requirements 27-22.10    0     1    1     1 0.1% 
Health Education8 5/27-5    9     5   14   13  1.5% 
Physical Education 5/27-6 158 440 598 261 30.0% 
 Other Courses      91  10.5% 

 Block Scheduling9      85    9.8% 

 Other Activities      66    7.6% 

 Inadequate Facilities      56    6.4% 

 Other (local control, equal time)      24    2.8% 



1All citations are to 105 ILCS 5 (the School Code); some requests involve State Board of Education administrative rules and are noted. 
2School districts may have submitted more than one petition for the same topic area, making the number of districts fewer than the number of petitions in many instances. 
3As of fall 2009, Illinois had 869 operating school districts, 25 area vocational centers, 45 regional offices of education, and 68 special education cooperatives/joint agreements. 
4P.A. 91-318, effective July 29, 1999, amended Article 13A of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
5P.A. 96-640, effective August 24, 2009, amended Sections 18-8.05(F)(2)(d) and 24-2 of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
6P.A. 90-548, effective July 1, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
7P.A. 94-438, effective August 4, 2005, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain modification requests.  
8P.A. 89-618, effective August 9, 1996, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
9P.A. 94-198, effective January 1, 2006, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain modification requests. 
10P.A. 91-719, effective June 2, 2000, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests.  
11P.A. 93-909, effective August 12, 2004, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
12P.A. 90-548, effective December 4, 1997, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
13P.A. 92-184, effective July 27, 2001, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
14P.A. 90-653, effective July 29, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
15P.A. 90-566, effective January 2, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
16The cumulative total of districts receiving approval for waivers and modifications since 1995 includes districts that no longer exist due to consolidation or other reorganization initiatives.  
Additionally, the number of school districts in the state has continued to decrease since that time, so percentages of districts will increase without there being additional approvals. 

Summary of Approved Requests (October 1995 through October 2009 Reports) 
Page 3 

Course Offerings (continued) 
Vocational Education 23 Ill. Adm. Code 254.1150(b)    3     0    3     2  0.2% 
SUBTOTAL  221 746 967   

Employment Issues 
 

Topic 
 

Code/Rule Citation1 
Approved - 

ISBE 
Approved - 

GA 
Total 

Approved 
Number of 
Districts2 

Percentage 
of Districts3 

Administration of Medication10 5/10-22.21b   2     5     7   6   0.7% 
Certificates 5/21-5, 21-7(e)(4), 10-21.4a   4     2     6   3   0.3% 
Contracts (employment) 5/10-23.8a   0     1     1   1   0.1% 
Criminal Background Checks11 5/10-21.9   3     0     3   2   0.2% 
Evaluation Process 5/24A-5   1   63   64 43   4.9% 
Interim/Part-time Superintendent 5/10-21.4   0     5     5   2   0.2% 
Protection from Suit 5/34-18.1   1     0     1   1   0.1% 
Reduction-in-Force Notices (Chicago) 5/34-84   0     1     1   1   0.1% 
Reduction-in-Force Notices8 5/24-12, 10-23.5   0     7     7   6   0.7% 
School Nurse12 5/10-22.23 15   77   92 90 10.4% 
Substitute Teachers13 5/21-9   9   41   50 36   4.1% 
Superintendent Duties 23 Ill.Adm.Code 1.310(f)(1), (2); 5/10-21.4   2     2     4   2   0.2% 
Teacher Aides 23 Ill.Adm.Code 1.630, 25.510(d)(1); 5/10-

22.34 
 

  4 
 

    2 
 

    6 
 

  3 
 

  0.3% 
Treasurer – Appointment 5/5-1   0     4     4   4   0.5% 
Treasurer – Qualifications 5/8-1(c) & (e)   0     1     1   1   0.1% 
Treasurer – Residency8 5/8-1(c)   0     9     9   8   0.9% 
SUBTOTAL  41 220 261   

 



1All citations are to 105 ILCS 5 (the School Code); some requests involve State Board of Education administrative rules and are noted. 
2School districts may have submitted more than one petition for the same topic area, making the number of districts fewer than the number of petitions in many instances. 
3As of fall 2009, Illinois had 869 operating school districts, 25 area vocational centers, 45 regional offices of education, and 68 special education cooperatives/joint agreements. 
4P.A. 91-318, effective July 29, 1999, amended Article 13A of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
5P.A. 96-640, effective August 24, 2009, amended Sections 18-8.05(F)(2)(d) and 24-2 of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
6P.A. 90-548, effective July 1, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
7P.A. 94-438, effective August 4, 2005, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain modification requests.  
8P.A. 89-618, effective August 9, 1996, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
9P.A. 94-198, effective January 1, 2006, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain modification requests. 
10P.A. 91-719, effective June 2, 2000, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests.  
11P.A. 93-909, effective August 12, 2004, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
12P.A. 90-548, effective December 4, 1997, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
13P.A. 92-184, effective July 27, 2001, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
14P.A. 90-653, effective July 29, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
15P.A. 90-566, effective January 2, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
16The cumulative total of districts receiving approval for waivers and modifications since 1995 includes districts that no longer exist due to consolidation or other reorganization initiatives.  
Additionally, the number of school districts in the state has continued to decrease since that time, so percentages of districts will increase without there being additional approvals. 

Summary of Approved Requests (October 1995 through October 2009 Reports), Page 4 

Fiscal Issues 
 

Topic 
 

Code/Rule Citation1 
Approved - 

ISBE 
Approved - 

GA 
Total 

Approved 
Number of 
Districts2 

Percentage 
of Districts3 

ADA/GSA Calculations 5/18-8.05 0    7    7    3   0.3% 
Administrative Expenditure Limits14 5/17-1.5 0 216 216 150 17.3% 
Administrative Expenditure Limits 5/34-43.1(c) 1    0    1    1   0.1% 
Bid Limit 5/34-21 3    0    3    1   0.1% 
Bonds 5/5-22 0    2    2    1   0.1% 
Debt Limit 5/19-1 0    7    7    5   0.6% 
Fiscal Year Change 5/3-15.1 0    1    1    1   0.1% 
Funds (transfers/use of  funds, interest) 5/10-22.14, 10-22.22, 10-22.44, Art. 17 0  26  26  17   2.0% 
Lease Agreements 5/10-22.11 0    1    1    1   0.1% 
School Food Program 23 Ill. Adm. Code 305.15(b) & (f) 4    0    4    2   0.2% 
Tax Rates, Levies 5/17-2, 17-6.1 0    2    2    2   0.2% 
Transportation 5/29-3 1    0    1    1   0.1% 
Transportation Reimbursement 23 Ill. Adm. Code 120.90(e) (appeal) 0    1    1    1   0.1% 
Tuition 5/10-20.12a, 10-22.5 0  93  93  71   8.2% 
SUBTOTAL  9 356 365   

Governance 
 

Topic 
 

Code/Rule Citation1 
Approved - 

ISBE 
Approved - 

GA 
Total 

Approved 
Number of 
Districts2 

Percentage 
of Districts3 

Consolidation Various 0 4 4 4 0.5% 
Educational Service Center Administration 5/2-3.62 1 2 3 1 0.1% 
Local School Councils 5/34-2.1 1 0 1 1 0.1% 
Regional Offices of Education 5/3-14.2 0 2 2 1 0.1% 
SUBTOTAL  2 8 10   



1All citations are to 105 ILCS 5 (the School Code); some requests involve State Board of Education administrative rules and are noted. 
2School districts may have submitted more than one petition for the same topic area, making the number of districts fewer than the number of petitions in many instances. 
3As of fall 2009, Illinois had 869 operating school districts, 25 area vocational centers, 45 regional offices of education, and 68 special education cooperatives/joint agreements. 
4P.A. 91-318, effective July 29, 1999, amended Article 13A of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
5P.A. 96-640, effective August 24, 2009, amended Sections 18-8.05(F)(2)(d) and 24-2 of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
6P.A. 90-548, effective July 1, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
7P.A. 94-438, effective August 4, 2005, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain modification requests.  
8P.A. 89-618, effective August 9, 1996, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
9P.A. 94-198, effective January 1, 2006, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain modification requests. 
10P.A. 91-719, effective June 2, 2000, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests.  
11P.A. 93-909, effective August 12, 2004, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
12P.A. 90-548, effective December 4, 1997, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
13P.A. 92-184, effective July 27, 2001, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
14P.A. 90-653, effective July 29, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
15P.A. 90-566, effective January 2, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
16The cumulative total of districts receiving approval for waivers and modifications since 1995 includes districts that no longer exist due to consolidation or other reorganization initiatives.  
Additionally, the number of school districts in the state has continued to decrease since that time, so percentages of districts will increase without there being additional approvals. 
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Health and Safety 
 

Topic 
 

Code/Rule Citation1 
Approved - 

ISBE 
Approved - 

GA 
Total 

Approved 
Number of 
Districts2 

Percentage 
of Districts3 

Building Requirements 23 Ill. Adm. Code 180.60 1   0   1    1 0.1% 
Decennial Building Survey 5/2-3.12 0   1   1    1 0.1% 
Immunizations8 5/27-8.1 0 19 19   19 2.2% 
Sprinklers15 5/22-23 1 25 26   23 2.6% 
SUBTOTAL  2 45 47   
 
TOTALS:  SCHOOL DISTRICTS         3,416  1,711          5,127            93416     107.5%16 
 
  
OTHER ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS 
Area Vocational Centers (AVCs) 

 
Topic 

 
Code/Rule Citation1 

Approved - 
ISBE 

Approved - 
GA 

Total 
Approved 

Number of 
AVCs2 

Percentage 
of AVCs3 

Holidays5 5/24-2 14 0 14 8 32% 
 Lincoln’s Birthday       7  28% 
 Casimir Pulaski Day      4  16.0% 
Vocational Education 23 Ill. Adm. Code 254.1150(b) 1 0 1 1    4.0% 
 
TOTALS:  AREA VOCATIONAL CENTERS            15        0    15   9          36.0% 

 



1All citations are to 105 ILCS 5 (the School Code); some requests involve State Board of Education administrative rules and are noted. 
2School districts may have submitted more than one petition for the same topic area, making the number of districts fewer than the number of petitions in many instances. 
3As of fall 2009, Illinois had 869 operating school districts, 25 area vocational centers, 45 regional offices of education, and 68 special education cooperatives/joint agreements. 
4P.A. 91-318, effective July 29, 1999, amended Article 13A of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
5P.A. 96-640, effective August 24, 2009, amended Sections 18-8.05(F)(2)(d) and 24-2 of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
6P.A. 90-548, effective July 1, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
7P.A. 94-438, effective August 4, 2005, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain modification requests.  
8P.A. 89-618, effective August 9, 1996, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
9P.A. 94-198, effective January 1, 2006, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain modification requests. 
10P.A. 91-719, effective June 2, 2000, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests.  
11P.A. 93-909, effective August 12, 2004, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
12P.A. 90-548, effective December 4, 1997, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
13P.A. 92-184, effective July 27, 2001, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
14P.A. 90-653, effective July 29, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
15P.A. 90-566, effective January 2, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
16The cumulative total of districts receiving approval for waivers and modifications since 1995 includes districts that no longer exist due to consolidation or other reorganization initiatives.  
Additionally, the number of school districts in the state has continued to decrease since that time, so percentages of districts will increase without there being additional approvals. 
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Regional Offices of Education (ROEs) 

 
Topic 

 
Code/Rule Citation1 

Approved - 
ISBE 

Approved - 
GA 

Total 
Approved 

Number of 
ROEs2 

Percentage 
of ROEs3 

ADA/GSA Calculations 5/18-8.05   0 2   2 2  4.4% 
Holidays5 5/24-2 76 0 76 34 75.6% 
 Lincoln’s Birthday       34  75.6% 
 Casimir Pulaski Day      27  60.0% 
 Veterans’ Day       14  31.1% 
 Dr. M.L. King, Jr.’s, Birthday      12  26.7% 
 Columbus Day      16  35.6% 
Inservice Training6 5/18-8.05(F)(2)(d)(2)   0 2   2 1  2.2% 
Parent-Teacher Conferences5 5/18-8.05(F)(2)(d)(1)   0 4   4 4  8.9% 
Physical Education 5/27-6   0 1   1 1  2.2% 
 
TOTALS:  REGIONAL OFFICES OF EDUCATION            76        9    85  34       75.6% 
 



1All citations are to 105 ILCS 5 (the School Code); some requests involve State Board of Education administrative rules and are noted. 
2School districts may have submitted more than one petition for the same topic area, making the number of districts fewer than the number of petitions in many instances. 
3As of fall 2009, Illinois had 869 operating school districts, 25 area vocational centers, 45 regional offices of education, and 68 special education cooperatives/joint agreements. 
4P.A. 91-318, effective July 29, 1999, amended Article 13A of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
5P.A. 96-640, effective August 24, 2009, amended Sections 18-8.05(F)(2)(d) and 24-2 of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
6P.A. 90-548, effective July 1, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
7P.A. 94-438, effective August 4, 2005, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain modification requests.  
8P.A. 89-618, effective August 9, 1996, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
9P.A. 94-198, effective January 1, 2006, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain modification requests. 
10P.A. 91-719, effective June 2, 2000, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests.  
11P.A. 93-909, effective August 12, 2004, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
12P.A. 90-548, effective December 4, 1997, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
13P.A. 92-184, effective July 27, 2001, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
14P.A. 90-653, effective July 29, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
15P.A. 90-566, effective January 2, 1998, amended this section of the School Code in response to certain waiver requests. 
16The cumulative total of districts receiving approval for waivers and modifications since 1995 includes districts that no longer exist due to consolidation or other reorganization initiatives.  
Additionally, the number of school districts in the state has continued to decrease since that time, so percentages of districts will increase without there being additional approvals. 
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Special Education Cooperatives/Joint Agreements (SECs) 
 

Topic 
 

Code/Rule Citation1 
Approved - 

ISBE 
Approved - 

GA 
Total 

Approved 
Number of 

SECs2 
Percentage 

of SECs3 

Evaluation Process 5/24A-5   0 2   2 1   1.5% 
Holidays5 5/24-2 62 0 62 37 54.4% 
 Lincoln’s Birthday       34  50.0% 
 Casimir Pulaski Day      18  26.5% 
 Columbus Day       11  16.2% 
 Veterans’ Day      11  16.2% 
 Dr. M.L. King, Jr.’s, Birthday         7  10.3% 
Parent-Teacher Conferences5 18-8.05(F)(2)(d)(1)   0 3   3   2  2.9% 
Substitute Teachers13 5/21-9   0 1   1    1    1.5% 
 
TOTALS:  SPECIAL EDUCATION COOPERATIVES           62        6     68  37       54.4% 

 
TOTALS:  ALL APPLICANTS  3,569 1,726 5,295   
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