3. REQUEST TO EXCLUDE TITLE I, PART A ARRA FUNDS IN DETERMINING AN LEA’S 20
PERCENT OBLIGATION FOR CHOICE-RELATED TRANSPORTATION AND SES

Dear Assistant Secretary Melendez de Santa Ana:

The lllinois State Board of Education (ISBE) is requesting a waiver for fiscal year
the requirement in section 1116(b)(10) of the ESEA and in 34 C.F.R. § 200.48(a

under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA
educational agencies (LEAS) in Illinois that receive funds under Ti
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA). Specifically, |
LEASs within Illinois to exclude some or all of the Title I, Par

flexibility to spend ARRA funds that the LEA would other gated to spend on SES or
choice-related transportation on other allowable Title I, Part A ies that the LEA believes
best address the particular needs of its studer

Illinois has set the following annual meas
for the 2009-2010 school year:

at, if it is @ranted the requested waiver, Illinois will implement the waiver
EA that provides assurances that:

ith its statutory and regulatory obligations for the provision of SES and
oice with respect to its regular Title I, Part A allocation;

funds freed up by the waiver to address needs identified based on data,
ewide or formative assessment results;

ply with all of its other Title I, Part A statutory and regulatory obligations,

assistance programs that “use effective methods and instructional strategies that are based
on scientifically based research;” and

o It will submit an application for Title I funds, or, if necessary, an amendment to its
existing LEA application, that describes the data on which it relied to identify needs that



will be addressed using the funds freed up by the waiver and the evidence that supports
the strategies it intends to use to address those needs.

Illinois further assures that it will not approve an LEA’s application or amendment to an LEA’s
application unless or until it determines that, based on the LEA’s description, the LEA has
satisfied its obligation to identify needs based on data and address those needs usin
based strategies. Illinois will not approve an LEA to implement the waiver unles

description
of the data on which the LEA relied to identify needs and the evidence that the strategies

seeking to implement the waiver to amend its application in accordan
process for changing an LEA’s application.

Prior to submitting this waiver request, Illinois provided all
reasonable opportunity to comment on this request. 1llinoj
blast email to all LEAS requesting comments on the wai
information regarding this waiver request to the publi
agency’s website and including information on the requ
message.

Illinois hereby assures that, if it is granteddthe requested waiver, ubmit to you, by
September 30, 2010, a report that sets @ i entification Number
for each LEA implementing the waiver.

Please feel free to contact Melina Wright a | ’ at mewright@isbe.net if
you have any questions regarding this reque 3 onsideration.




