


How the Prairie State Achievement Examination (PSAE) Measures �Student Progress Toward the Illinois Learning Standards� (ILS)





PSAE�Tests�



What the Standards Require��



How the PSAE Measures the Standards�
What Is in�Each Test��
�
�Reading��
Ability to read with fluency and understanding and to comprehend a broad range of reading materials (ILS 1A – C), including literature representative of various societies, eras, and ideas (2A, B). Ability to evaluate and use information from various sources to answer questions, solve problems, and communicate ideas (5A – C).�
Provides comprehensive assessment of reading skills:


Academic reading passages that include prose fiction, humanities, social science, and natural science 


Work-related informational pieces, such as policies, bulletins, letters, manuals, and governmental regulations


Multiple-choice questions that require students to reference the text and think critically �



ACT Reading�+�Work Keys Reading for Information�
�
�Writing��
Ability to communicate in writing for a variety of purposes (ILS 3B, C) and to compose coherent writing for specific purposes and audiences using correct grammar and mechanics (3A). �
Assesses writing skills in more than one way:


Multiple-choice questions that target editing for conventions of written English (including punctuation, grammar, usage, and sentence structure) and for effective writing (including, strategy, organization, and style)


One expository or persuasive essay written on a given topic and assessed for clarity, coherence, and the extent to which ideas are developed�



ACT English


+


ISBE-Developed�Writing �
�
�Mathematics��
Understanding and ability to apply knowledge of number sense, estimation, and arithmetic (ILS 6A – D; 7A, B; 8C); algebra (8A – D); geometry and trigonometry (9A – D); measurement (7C); and data organization and probability (10A – C).�
Provides comprehensive assessment of mathematics knowledge and skills:


Assesses mathematical skills acquired in courses taken through grade 11


Academic and work-related content assessed through increasingly complex tasks


Multiple-choice questions require mathematical reasoning to solve practical problems


Approved calculators may be used, and complex formulas are provided�



ACT Mathematics


+


Work Keys Applied Mathematics�
�
�Science��
Understanding and ability to apply knowledge of experimental design (ILS 11A) and technological design (11B), including how to conduct controlled experiments and analyze and present the results; life sciences (12A, B), chemistry (12C), physics (12D), Earth science (12E), and space science (12F); laboratory safety, valid sources of data, and ethical research practices (13A); and historical interactions between science, technology, and society (13B).�
Measures scientific knowledge and its application:


Interpretation, analysis, evaluation, reasoning, and problem-solving skills


Science inquiry; life, physical, and Earth and space sciences; and science, technology, and society


Multiple-choice questions that assess the ability of students to use critical thinking skills to evaluate information provided on the test


Multiple-choice questions that assess science concepts and principles �



ACT Science Reasoning


+


ISBE-Developed�Science�
�
�Social�Science��
Understanding of U.S. political systems, including the basic principles, and structure and functions of government (ILS 14 A – F); of economic systems (15 A – E); of world geography and the effects of geography on society (17 A – D); of how social systems develop, including cultural traditions and the roles of individuals and groups (18 A – C). Comprehension of the events, trends, individuals and movement that shape the history of the United States and the world (16 A – E).�
Provides comprehensive assessment of social science knowledge:


Government, economics, geography, U.S. history, and global perspectives


Interpretation of maps, charts, and original documents, such as newspaper articles, treaties, and pictures


Multiple-choice questions that assess social science concepts and principles as well as problem-solving skills necessary for effective citizenship�






ISBE-Developed�Social Science�
�



�Copies of Illinois Learning Standards are available from the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE). Call the ISBE Information Desk, 217/782-4321, or access the ISBE Web site at http://www.isbe.state.il.us/ils/default.html.


� Not all Standards are assessed by the PSAE. Some are difficult or impossible to test using statewide, paper-and-pencil tests. For example, ILS 4A, “Speak effectively using language appropriate to the situation and audience,” is readily and most appropriately assessed at the classroom level.


� The PSAE is constructed using three components: (1) ISBE-developed writing, science, and social science assessments; (2) the ACT Assessment, which includes reading, English, mathematics, and science reasoning; and (3) two Work Keys assessments (Reading for Information and Applied Mathematics).
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