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Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2026

ISBE SNP Update
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What's New? www.isbe.net/nutrition

• ISBE SNP Updates

– Spring semester: Feb. 4, March 4, April 1, 
May 6

•Register for them all today; click here.

– Earn annual training requirements

– Recordings on the SNP Training 
and Professional Standards webpage

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/5845845379050237016
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-Standards.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-Standards.aspx
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What's New?

www.isbe.net/nutrition

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition


4

What's New? www.isbe.net/nutrition

• The Outlook 
–Read the latest issues!
–  Keep your WINS contacts up-to-date.
•Most messages sent to Authorized 

Rep., Sponsor Contact, Claim 
Contact, Food Service Director, 
and Wellness Coordinator

–Others can sign up at www.isbe.net/subscribe

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
https://www.isbe.net/Documents_Nutrition_Newsletter/Outlook-Nov2025.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/subscribe
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What's New? www.isbe.net/nutrition

• Serve It Safely Food Handler Training

–2:30-5 p.m. March 10

• Food Allergies in School Nutrition

–2-4 p.m. Feb. 10

• ABCs of School Nutrition 
In-Person Training in Effingham

– 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. March 6

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
https://schoolnutrition.extension.illinois.edu/events/101
https://schoolnutrition.extension.illinois.edu/events/102
https://registration.extension.illinois.edu/start/abcs-of-school-nutrition-roe-3-effingham
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What's New? www.isbe.net/nutrition

Institute of Child Nutrition

• Culinary Institute of Child Nutrition Webinar Series

–"What's New at CICN: Resources and Trainings 
to Advance Your School Culinary Operations Goals"

•2-3 p.m. CST Thursday, Feb. 5

•Register online!

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/758/cicn-whats-new-at-cicn-resources-and-trainings-to-advance-your-school-culinary-operations-goals-february-5th-2026-3pm-est
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What's New? www.isbe.net/nutrition

Food Distribution Program

• Commodity Expo and Vendor Showcase

– Where: St. Charles, Mo.

– When: Feb. 16-17 

– Presented by the St. Louis School Food & Nutrition Directors 
Association, Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education, and ISBE

– Register: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/STLExpo26 

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Programs-Food-Distribution.aspx
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/STLExpo26
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What's New? www.isbe.net/nutrition

Food Distribution Program

• School Year 2026-27 Annual Order Period

– When: Jan. 12 to March 6

• Diversion to Processors option will close in the Illinois 
Commodity System (ICS) from Feb. 23-27 so that ISBE can 
compile truck loads. It will re-open March 2-6 for final 
changes.

– Recorded Webinar: Watch the FDP Training at 
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/snp-training.aspx  

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Programs-Food-Distribution.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/snp-training.aspx


9

What's New? www.isbe.net/nutrition

Food Distribution Program

• Additional DOD Funds Available
1. Spend your allotted DOD funds before requesting additional funds.

2. Email Paula Williams at pawillia@isbe.net to request additional funds.

3. Additional funds will be added in increments of 20% of your SY 26 
Beginning PAL Balance. For example, if your Beginning PAL Balance was 
$20,000, we will add $4,000.

4. If you use all additional funds, you can request more at that time, 
following this same process.

5. Direct questions to Paula Williams at pawillia@isbe.net.

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Programs-Food-Distribution.aspx
mailto:pawillia@isbe.net
mailto:pawillia@isbe.net
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What's New? www.isbe.net/nutrition

Ramadan Waiver Available
• Schools can serve reimbursable non-congregate meals/snacks 

to students fasting during Ramadan

• Schools must complete waiver request in WINS

• Students must be in attendance at the school on the day the 
congregate meals/snacks are offered.

• Waiver request requires date range and a brief description of 
process to assure accurate meal counts. 

• Parent/guardian template letter available. Email us at 
cnp@isbe.net to request. 

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
mailto:cnp@isbe.net
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What's New? www.isbe.net/nutrition

Meals During E-Learning/Remote Days
– If a district or school switches to e-learning/remote learning for any 

unanticipated school closure (COVID-19, fire, flooding, weather related {heat, 
cold, snow}, strikes, etc.), the district may offer meals to all enrolled students.

– To receive federal reimbursement, the school district must submit a waiver 
request and may offer non-congregate meals to all enrolled students under the 
National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program. 

– Meals offered must continue to meet the federal program requirements. 
Districts must continue to charge, track, and claim meals provided by individual 
student eligibility. CEP approved sites must track and claim meals daily.

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
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What's New? www.isbe.net/nutrition

• National School Breakfast Week

– When: March 2-6

– Theme: The Quest for School Breakfast

– Resources:
• School Nutrition Association: Logos, a toolkit, 

an activity guide, and more.

• USDA School Breakfast Materials: Photo props, Popular 
Events Idea Booklet, nutrition education resources, 
posters, recipes, and more.

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-breakfast-week/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/sbp/materials
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What's New? www.isbe.net/nutrition

Community Eligibility Provision

• SY 26-27 CEP for Illinois Schools: 
Overview and Application Process Webinar

–9:30-11 a.m. March 26

–  Register today!

–  Visit https://www.isbe.net/cep for CEP resources!

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6001054651969559904
https://www.isbe.net/cep
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What's New? www.isbe.net/nutrition

2026 ISBE School Wellness Conference

• Registration open!

–When: May 4-6

–Where: Bloomington-Normal 
Marriot Hotel & Conference Center

–Registration, Schedule, Hotel, and More Information: 
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Wellness-Conference.aspx

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Wellness-Conference.aspx
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What's New? www.isbe.net/nutrition

2026 ISBE School Nutrition Training

• Save the Dates!
–When: June 24-25

–Where: Crowne Plaza Hotel Springfield

– SNP Training and Professional Standards

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/snp-training.aspx
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Procurement



17

What is Procurement and Who is Responsible? 

Procurement means the process of obtaining 
goods and/or services in accordance with 

applicable rules and regulations.

The School Food Authority (SFA) is responsible 
for procuring and maintaining all documents 

related to goods and services. 



18

UPDATE! Federal Procurement Methods

• Micro-Purchase Method (informal): up to $15,000 

• Small Purchase Method (informal): up to$350,000

• Large Purchase Method (formal): greater than $350,000

• REMINDER: Local or State Thresholds may be more 
restrictive and must be adhered to. 
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REMINDER! Required Procurement Policies

PROCUREMENT 
PROCEDURES

CODE OF CONDUCT PROTEST 
PROCEDURES
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REMINDER! Procurement Training Requirement

School Food Authorities must retain records to document compliance with procurement training. 

Procurement training may count towards the professional standards training standards.

School Nutrition Program directors, management, and staff tasked with National School Lunch Program 
procurement responsibilities must complete annual training on Federal procurement standards annually. 

7 CFR 210.21(h)
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REMINDER! Contract Renewal Submission

• Contracted: means the reimbursable meals are prepared on or off-
site through a Third Party such as a Food Service Management 
Company (FSMC), Vended Meals Company, Another SFA or 
Governmental Agency. 

• Submission: submit copy of the signed contract/agreement  via email 
to NutritionProcurement@isbe.net by May 15th 

mailto:NutritionProcurement@isbe.net
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Procurement Resources
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Website Resources: 

Nutrition Home Page: www.isbe.net/nutrition

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
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General Procurement Website
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NEW! Self Operated Contract Resources
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CNP Newsletters



28

Training Opportunities
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Additional Outside Resources and Training

https://theicn.org/http://urbanschoolfoodalliance.org/

http://urbanschoolfoodalliance.org/

http://urbanschoolfoodalliance.org/

https://www.fns.usda.gov/schoolmeals

https://www.fns.usda.gov/schoolmeals

https://www.fns.usda.gov/schoolmeals

Free

• The Institute of Child Nutrition: https://theicn.org/ 

• Urban School Food Alliance: 
http://urbanschoolfoodalliance.org/

• USDA Food and Nutrition Service: 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/schoolmeals

https://theicn.org/
http://urbanschoolfoodalliance.org/
http://urbanschoolfoodalliance.org/
http://urbanschoolfoodalliance.org/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/schoolmeals
https://www.fns.usda.gov/schoolmeals
https://www.fns.usda.gov/schoolmeals
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Additional Outside Resources and Training

https://www.iappo.org/

https://www.nigp.org/

https://www.nigp.org/

Fees required, but may be Allocable Costs to the CNP

• Illinois Association of Public Procurement Officials (IAPPO): 
https://www.iappo.org/ 

• NIGP The Institute for Public Procurement: 
https://www.nigp.org/

These are other similar companies or organizations that specialize in public procurement 
and may be an allowable cost to the Child Nutrition Programs. The companies listed are 
for information purposes and does not imply endorsement by the Illinois State Board of 

Education (ISBE) or the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).

https://www.iappo.org/
https://www.nigp.org/
https://www.nigp.org/
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Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act of 2025

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/222/text
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Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act

• Signed into law on Jan. 14 by the president. 

• Amends Section 9(a)(2)(A) of the Richard B. Russell 
National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1758(a)(2)(A)) 
revising requirements for milk provided through the 
USDA's National School Lunch Program.

• USDA Memo Code: SP 01-2026

• New law was effective immediately and only applies 
to NSLP.  

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/COMPS-10333/pdf/COMPS-10333.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/nslp-sp01-2026s-wmfhka-implementationrequirements.pdf
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Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act
• The following milk options (flavored or unflavored, non-organic or 

organic)) meet the meal pattern requirements for fluid milk and may be 
offered to all students at school lunch: 

– whole, reduced-fat (2%), low-fat (1%) and fat-free (skim) milk; 

– lactose-free and lactose-reduced milk; 

– cultured milk, such as cultured buttermilk, cultured kefir milk, and cultured 
acidophilus milk; 

– acidified milk, such as acidified kefir milk and acidified acidophilus milk; and 

– ultra-high temperature (UHT) milk. 
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Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act

Whole milk and reduced-fat 
(2%) are new options that 
are now available to be 
offered at lunchtime only. 
No change to your current 
milk offerings is required. 
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Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act
Dietary Specifications
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Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act

Updates to Request Fluid Milk Substitutes for Disability 
Accommodations for School Lunch

Previously, schools, on receipt of a written statement from a 
State-licensed health care professional or registered dietitian, 
were required to provide a substitute for fluid milk for students 
whose disability restricts their diet. Effective immediately, a 
parent or legal guardian may also provide this written statement 
to request a fluid milk substitute at school lunch. 
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Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act
Does whole milk have to be offered? No. Whole milk and reduced-fat (2%) are new 
options that are now available to be offered at lunchtime only. No change to your 
current milk offerings is required. 

What milk can I serve at breakfast? The requirements for SBP did not change. Only 
low-fat (1%) and fat-free (skim) milk, flavored or unflavored, may be offered. 

How many milk choices need to be offered? At least two different options of fluid 
milk must be available daily at breakfast and lunch. 

How do I calculate the dietary specification for saturated fat at lunch? The Whole 
Milk for Healthy Kids Act of 2025 modifies the requirement to exclude fluid milk only 
from the weekly limit for saturated fat. Do not include saturated fat from fluid milk 
when calculating the weekly average of saturated fat for lunch. 
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Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act

How are other dietary specifications calculated? Calories, sodium, and added 
sugar from milk are still included in calculations for those dietary specifications. 

Did the limit on added sugar in flavored milk change? No. Since July 1, 2025, 
flavored milk must contain no more than 10 grams of added sugars per 8 fluid 
ounces.

Can preschoolers now have flavored milk? No. Preschool students or children 5 
years and under are not allowed to be served flavored milk. That did not change. 

Can Special Milk Program and NSLP Afterschool Snack Program now serve whole 
milk? No. 
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Accommodations Resources 

• USDA Accommodating Children 
With Disabilities in the School Meal 
Programs: Guidance for School Food 
Service Professionals

• ISBE Accommodating Children 
With Special Dietary Needs

–Modifications Related to a Disability

–Modifications Related to a Preference 

https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/cn/SP40-2017a1.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/cn/SP40-2017a1.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/cn/SP40-2017a1.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/cn/SP40-2017a1.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Special-Dietary.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Special-Dietary.aspx
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Accommodations Resources 

USDA Accommodating Children With Disabilities in the School Meal Programs: Guidance for 
School Food Service Professionals

https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/cn/SP40-2017a1.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/cn/SP40-2017a1.pdf


41

Contact Us 

Nutrition Department

• Call (800) 545-7892 or (217) 782-2491, cnp@isbe.net

IWAS 
Contact the ISBE Call Center 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday - Friday

• Call (217) 558-3600

Funding and Disbursements Department
For questions regarding claims and payments of Child Nutrition Programs

• Call (217) 782-5256, email contacts

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-and-Wellness.aspx
mailto:cnp@isbe.net
https://apps.isbe.net/iwas
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Child-Nutrition-Programs.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Funding-and-Disbursements-Contact-Information.aspx
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Questions?

Thank you!
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