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Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2025

ISBE School Nutrition 
Programs Update
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• February: National Sweet Potato Month, 
Recipe Highlight: Sweet Potato and Black Bean Stew 

• Feb. 10: Submit claims in WINS
• Feb. 11: "Food Allergies in School Nutrition" webinar
• Feb. 11: ILSNA 2025 Winter Conference in Naperville
• Feb. 12: Lincoln's Birthday (ISBE offices closed)
• Feb. 15: School Breakfast Program Mandates, 

opt-out provision deadline
• Feb. 17: Presidents Day (ISBE offices closed)
• Feb. 20: National Muffin Day, 

Recipe Highlight: Berry Cornmeal Muffins
• Feb. 20: Meal Talk Webinar: Reducing Sodium

On the Calendar

https://schoolnutrition.org/resource/snas-2024-25-promotion-calendar/

https://theicn.org/cnrb/recipes-for-schools/recipes-for-schools-soups/sweet-potato-and-black-bean-stew-usda-recipe-for-schools/
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/E-WINS-Online-Question-Reports-Claims.pdf
https://schoolnutrition.extension.illinois.edu/events
https://www.ilsna.net/pdandevents/winterconference
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/J-Misc-Fed-State-Reg.pdf
https://theicn.org/cnrb/recipes-for-schools/berry-cornmeal-muffins-state-washington-child-nutrition-agency-developed-recipe/
https://usda-fns-events.webex.com/webappng/sites/usda-fns-events/meeting/register/8456a8e4c5ed48af930b4d94d162189b?ticket=4832534b00000005765020bc67b4df76c3d5c28ce31d49f8c91d0a49a309160ca820f1842baea2a2&timestamp=1737138872886&RGID=r418bcb743e4d24657e0ce695a678a22d&isAutoPopRegisterForm=false
https://schoolnutrition.org/resource/snas-2024-25-promotion-calendar/
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• Feb. 27: National Chili Day, 
Recipe Highlight: Smokin' Powerhouse Chili

• March: Berries and Cherries Month, Recipe 
Highlight: Berry Delicious Apple Sauce

• March 3-7: National School Breakfast Week
• March 5: ISBE SNP Update webinar
• April 2: ISBE SNP Update webinar
• April 3: National Burrito Day, Recipe 

Highlight: Breakfast Burrito With Salsa
• April 7-9: ISBE School Wellness Conference 
• May 7: ISBE SNP Update webinar
• May 26: Memorial Day (ISBE offices closed)

On the Calendar

https://schoolnutrition.org/resource/snas-2024-25-promotion-calendar/

https://theicn.org/cnrb/recipes-for-schools/recipes-for-schools-main-dishes/smokin-powerhouse-chili-usda-recipe-for-schools/
https://theicn.org/cnrb/recipes-for-schools/berry-delicious-applesauce-statekansas-child-nutrition-agency-developed-recipe/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-breakfast-week/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/5845845379050237016
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/5845845379050237016
https://theicn.org/cnrb/recipes-for-schools-breakfast/breakfast-burrito-with-salsa-usda-recipe-for-schools/
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Wellness-Conference.aspx
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/5845845379050237016
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USDA Surveys

2024-25 SFA Survey on Supply Chain 
Disruption and Student Participation
• Survey emailed to SFAs on Jan. 27 from 

noreply@qemailserver.com

• Conducted by Decision Information Resources 
Inc. (DIR), sponsored by USDA FNS

• Questions? Call (844) 632-9010 or email 
SFASupplyChainSurvey@dir-online.com

mailto:SFASupplyChainSurvey@dir-online.com


5

USDA Surveys

School Food Procurement Survey
• ATTENTION: School food directors and school 

business officials

• Survey emailed by ISBE Nutrition Department 
to SFAs on Jan. 27 from cnp@isbe.net.

• Please complete the survey by Feb. 26

• Questions: Email Pamela Portocarrero at 
pamela_portocarrero@hks.harvard.edu.

mailto:cnp@isbe.net
mailto:pamela_portocarrero@hks.harvard.edu
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What's New? www.isbe.net/nutrition

ISBE School Nutrition Programs Updates

• 2-3 p.m. Wednesday, March 5

• 2-3 p.m. Wednesday, April 2

• 2-3 p.m. Wednesday, May 7

• Register online:
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/5845845379050237016

• Recordings Available on the  SNP Training 
and Professional Standards webpage

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/5845845379050237016
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/snp-training.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/snp-training.aspx
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What's New?

Get The Outlook
• Latest issue posted at 

www.isbe.net/nutrition 

• Keep your WINS 
contacts up-to-date

• Subscribe at 
www.isbe.net/subscribe

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
http://www.isbe.net/subscribe
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What's New?

Ramadan Waiver Available
• Schools can serve reimbursable non-congregate 

meals/snacks to students fasting during Ramadan

• Schools must complete waiver request in WINS

• Students must be in attendance at the school on the 
day the congregate meals/snacks are offered.

• Waiver request requires date range and a brief 
description of process to assure accurate meal counts. 

• Parent/guardian template letter available to download

https://www.isbe.net/_layouts/Download.aspx?SourceUrl=/Documents/Ramadan-Waiver-Sample-Notice.docx
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What's New?
Meals During 
E-Learning/Remote Days

• Reminder in last month's 
issue of The Outlook

• Providing meals during 
e-learning days not 
required but encouraged

• Must submit waiver 
request to offer meals for 
an unanticipated school 
closure day(s)

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Waivers-Public-Notices.aspx

https://www.isbe.net/Documents_Nutrition_Newsletter/Outlook-Jan2025.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents_Nutrition_Newsletter/Outlook-Jan2025.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Waivers-Public-Notices.aspx
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What's New?

ISBE School Wellness Conference
• WHEN: April 7-9

• WHERE: Bloomington-Normal Marriott 
Hotel & Conference Center

• WHO: School nutrition professionals, 
school nurses, counselors, administrators 
and more

• Register today online!

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Wellness-Conference.aspx

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Wellness-Conference.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Wellness-Conference.aspx
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Student Wellness 

FARE Teen Talk
(Food Allergy Research & Education) 

• For kids ages 11-22 with food allergies

• 4-5 p.m. Feb. 15

• Register by 11 a.m. Feb. 14

https://www.foodallergy.org/resources/teen-talk

• Questions? Email Melissa Egel 
at mengel@foodallergy.org.

https://www.foodallergy.org/resources/teen-talk
mailto:mengel@foodallergy.org
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What's New?

• Food Allergies in School Nutrition
– 2:30-4:30 p.m. Feb.11

• Online Training includes:
– Academic Success: What Do Diet 

and Physical Activity Have to Do With it?

– Building Flavor Stations

– Promoting School Meals

https://schoolnutrition.extension.illinois.edu/

https://schoolnutrition.extension.illinois.edu/login
https://schoolnutrition.extension.illinois.edu/
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What's New?

Institute of Child Nutrition

https://theicn.org/

https://theicn.org/
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What's New?

• "How to Transition to Scratch Cooking"

–2-3 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 6

–  Register now!

https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/510/cicn-how-to-transition-to-scratch-cooking-in-schools-first-steps-february-6th-2025-3pm-est
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What's New?

In Case You Missed It
• Jan. 21 "Meal Patterns Consistent With 

the Dietary Guidelines" webinar

– Recording and PDF of slides posted at  
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/snp-training.aspx 

• Additional trainings on Verification, Household 
Eligibility Applications, Local Wellness Polices, 
the Community Eligibility Provision, and more.

 

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/snp-training.aspx
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What's New?

"Reducing Sodium 
in School Meals"

• 2-3 p.m. Feb. 20

• USDA Team Nutrition,
 teamnutrition@USDA.gov

• Register online: 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/meal-talk-webinar-series

mailto:teamnutrition@USDA.gov
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/meal-talk-webinar-series
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Professional Standards Reminder

RESOURCES: SNP Administrative Handbook (Section J) 
and the SNP Training and Professional Standards webpage
 

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/SchoolNutritionAdminHandbook.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/J-Misc-Fed-State-Reg.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/snp-training.aspx
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What's New?

HMI Recognition Awards
• Healthy Meals Incentives Recognition Awards

https://healthymealsincentives.org/recognition-awards/

Award Categories
• Breakfast Trailblazer
• Small and/or Rural SFA Breakfast Trailblazer
• Lunch Trailblazer
• Small and/or Rural SFA Lunch Trailblazer
• Innovative School Lunch Makeover
• Innovation in the Cultural Diversity of School Meals
• Innovation in the Preparation of School Meals
• Innovation in Nutrition Education

https://healthymealsincentives.org/recognition-awards/
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What's New?

ILSNA 2025 
Winter Conference

When: Tuesday, Feb. 11

Where: NIU Naperville 
Conference Center
https://www.ilsna.net/pdandevents/winterconference 

https://www.ilsna.net/home

https://www.ilsna.net/pdandevents/winterconference
https://www.ilsna.net/home
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What's New?

Farm to Child Nutrition Programs
• Round 1 of Local Food for Schools funding 

has been extended through Jan. 31, 2026!

– localfoods@isbe.net 

• Illinois Farm to School Network

– Local Procurement Nextgen Bootcamp Training, 
1-6 p.m. March 11, NIU Rockford Campus
https://illinoisfarmtoschool.org/about/meetings/

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Farm-to-School.aspx

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Farm-to-School.aspx
mailto:localfoods@isbe.net
https://illinoisfarmtoschool.org/
https://illinoisfarmtoschool.org/about/meetings/
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Farm-to-School.aspx
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Food Distribution 
Program Update
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Upcoming!
Register:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/STLExpo25 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/STLExpo25
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FDP Annual Order Period
• Opened Jan. 13

• Three spending options: 
USDA Foods, DOD Fresh, 
Diversion to Processors

• Diversion to Processors 
option closes Feb 24-28 and 
reopens March 3-7

• Annual Order Period closes 
March 7

Questions? Email fdp@isbe.net

mailto:fdp@isbe.net
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New USDA Foods
.

Black Bean Burger, Patties, Cooked
Code: 111860
Pack Size: Approximately 165-
137 patties/case
Case Size: 30 lb. case
Estimated Price/Case: $107.70
Crediting: One patty credits as 
2.0 oz MMA
Additional Information: This 
product contains soy. Dairy 
and egg ingredients are not 
allowed.
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New USDA Foods
.

Chicken, Pulled, Cooked

Code: 111881

Pack Size: 6/5 lb. or 3/10 lb. bag

Case Size: 30 lb. case

Estimated Price/Case: $136.80

Additional Information: This 
product is 100% white meat 
chicken. Soy and gluten-
containing ingredients are not 
allowed.
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New USDA Foods
.

Apple Juice, cups, frozen

Code: 111790

Pack Size: 96/4 oz cups

Case Size: 24 lb. case

Estimated Price/Case: $15.36
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Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program

• Additional DOD 
funds available 
now!

• Email 
pawillia@isbe.net

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://foto.wuestenigel.com/karierter-zettel-ohne-text-und-100-dollar-scheine/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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DOD/FFAVORS Update

• DOD / FFAVORS receipt 
requirements have 
changed

• Orders must be 
receipted within 2 
business days (used to 
be 5 business days)

• New orders cannot be 
submitted until receipts 
are processed
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USDA Foods Delivery Rates

ISBE plans to rebate schools a portion of the 
delivery costs.
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School Breakfast 
Program Reminders
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School Breakfast Reminders 

School breakfast program mandate 
(105 ILCS 126/15)

• Every public school in which at least 
40 percent of the students were 
eligible for free or reduced-price 
lunches in October of the preceding 
year must operate a school breakfast 
program.

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2642
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School Breakfast Reminders 

School breakfast program mandate 
(105 ILCS 126/15)

– SNP Administrative Handbook, Section J

–Petition ROE no later than Feb. 15 of the 
current school year to opt out

• Petition for Exemption information

–Download October 2024 data 
(https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-Data-Analytics-Maps.aspx)

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2642
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/J-Misc-Fed-State-Reg.pdf
isbe.net/Documents/opt_out.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/_layouts/Download.aspx?SourceUrl=/Documents/fy25-eligibility.xlsx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-Data-Analytics-Maps.aspx
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School Breakfast Reminders 

Breakfast After the Bell program mandate 
(105 ILCS 126/16 )

• SNP Administrative Handbook, Section J

• Petition for Exemption information

• Download October 2024 free and 
reduced-priced meal eligibility data 
(https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-Data-Analytics-Maps.aspx)

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2642
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/J-Misc-Fed-State-Reg.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Petition-for-Exemption.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/_layouts/Download.aspx?SourceUrl=/Documents/fy25-eligibility.xlsx
https://www.isbe.net/_layouts/Download.aspx?SourceUrl=/Documents/fy25-eligibility.xlsx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-Data-Analytics-Maps.aspx
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School Breakfast Reminders

• Breakfast After the bell means breakfast 
is provided to children after the 
instructional day has officially begun.

• Delivery models include:

–Breakfast in the Classroom

–Grab and Go

–Breakfast After First
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National School Breakfast Week

• March 3-7

• School Nutrition
Association 
Resources

• USDA Team 
Nutrition 
Resources

https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-breakfast-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-breakfast-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-breakfast-week/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/sbp/materials
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/sbp/materials
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/sbp/materials
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Questions?

Email cnp@isbe.net

Call (800) 545-7892 
(toll free in Illinois) 
or (217) 782-2491

mailto:cnp@isbe.net
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