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Agenda

General Farm to School Info

& the USDA F2S Census

Local Food for Schools (LFS)Resources

Success Stories Thank you! Q&A
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What is Farm to School?

Buying Local

School Gardens

Education
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General F2S Information
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Buying Local
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What Types of Products?
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Procurement Rules

• Schools do have to follow procurement processes for 

purchasing local foods.

• The process they have to use is based on the dollar value of 

local foods they will be buying for the whole school year, 

along with some other factors.

• < $10,000 = micropurchase

• $10K-$250K = informal

• >$250K = formal
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USDA F2S Census - Illinois



16

Great Job Illinois!



RESOURCES
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Resources & Partners
• Illinois Department of Agriculture
• IL Farm to School Network

– http://illinoisfarmtoschool.org/
– farmtoschool@sevengenerationsahead.org 

• Illinois Market Maker
– https://il.foodmarketmaker.com/

• IL Farm Bureau
– County Contacts: https://www.ilfb.org/about-us/directory/
– Main webpage: https://www.ilfb.org/

• Local Farmers Market
– IL Farmers Market Association: https://www.ilfma.org/

• UofI Extension
– Find a UofI Ext. Office: https://extension.illinois.edu/global/where-we-serve

• Your Current Distributor or DoD Provider
• Your Purchasing Cooperative
• ISBE Known Farmer, Rancher, Producer, Processor, Distributor Lists

– It is not required that SFAs must purchase from suppliers on our “known” list nor do we 
“recommend” any supplier. 

http://illinoisfarmtoschool.org/
https://il.foodmarketmaker.com/
https://www.ilfb.org/about-us/directory/
https://www.ilfb.org/
https://www.ilfma.org/
https://extension.illinois.edu/global/where-we-serve
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ISBE Resources

• General F2CNP resources
• Farm to Early Care
• Procurement
• Food Safety
• Resources for Farmers, Ranchers, Producers
• LFS
• Links to Partner Resources
• Scratch Cooking resources
• School Gardens
• Success Stories
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Need Help Finding Local 
Foods?

Visit our F2CNP 
Website at:

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Resources-
Sourcing-Local-Foods.pdf

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Resources-Sourcing-Local-Foods.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Resources-Sourcing-Local-Foods.pdf
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Food Safety
• Visit our Farm to School website for 

information and resources

• Always check with your local county 
health department for food safety 
requirements. 



• Illinois Future Farmers of  America (FFA) Association

• Illinois 4-H

• Jr. National Society for Minorities in Agriculture, Natural Resources 

& Related Sciences Program (MANRRS)

• Grant Opportunities

• Curricular Resources

• Teacher Support and Resources

The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) supports Agricultural Education in our Illinois schools as an important component of one 
of the most important industries in Illinois – the Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources (AFNR) industry. Agriculture has a major 
impact on the State’s economy and the industry is eager for additional potential employees in the pipeline to fill the demand for 
hundreds of careers. Nowhere is this support more evident than in the support of the Agricultural Education specific line item in the 
ISBE budget. See the current ISBE budget for appropriations and proposed funding levels.

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Agriculture-Education.aspx 

ISBE Contact: Jason Mott

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Budget.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Agriculture-Education.aspx


GROWING FOOD AT SCHOOL

Illinois Ag Ed Partners



AFNR = FOOD



USDA 

RESOURCES

• Farm to School Planning Tool Kit : 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/planning-toolkit

• The Dirt newsletter: 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFNS/bulletins/3a96ccd

• Farm to School Fact Sheets: https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/factsheets

• The Patrick Leahy Farm to School Program website: 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/farm-to-school

https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/planning-toolkit
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFNS/bulletins/3a96ccd
https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/factsheets
https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/farm-to-school


INSTITUTE OF CHILD NUTRITION RESOURCES
• STAR: Tips and Strategies for Growing and Strengthening Farm to School Programs

• Farm to School Success Stories: Buying From Local Growers, Producers, and Processors

• Tips and Strategies for Purchasing Directly from Local Producers

• Child Nutrition Sharing Site (CNSS): https://theicn.org/cnss/farm-to-school-resources/list

• ICN main webpage: theicn.org
• Online training, in-person training, ICN newsletter and more!

https://theicn.docebosaas.com/learn/course/external/view/elearning/276/star-tips-and-strategies-for-growing-and-strengthening-farm-to-school-programs-october-2022
https://theicn.docebosaas.com/learn/course/external/view/elearning/247/cicn-farm-to-school-success-stories-buying-from-local-growers-producers-and-processors-july-2022
https://theicn.docebosaas.com/learn/course/external/view/elearning/167/cicn-farm-to-school-tips-and-strategies-for-purchasing-directly-from-local-producers-may-2021
https://theicn.org/cnss/farm-to-school-resources/list


ILLINOIS AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM 

RESOURCES

• Ag in the Classroom main webpage: https://www.agintheclassroom.org/

• Teacher Resources

• Programs & Events

• Join their Listserv: https://ilfb.informz.net/ILFB/pages/AITC_Sign_Up

https://ilfb.informz.net/ILFB/pages/AITC_Sign_Up


UNIVERSITY OF 

ILLINOIS 

• Illinois Extension: https://extension.illinois.edu/

• Illinois 4-H: https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/

• Local Food Systems & Small Farms: https://extension.illinois.edu/lfssf

https://extension.illinois.edu/
https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/
https://extension.illinois.edu/lfssf
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Resources

IL Farm to School Toolkit: 
https://illinoisfarmtoschool.org/toolkit/
• Sourcing local
• Gardening
• Farm to Summer
• Education
• Resources for local producers
• Funding opportunities
• Illinois Stories

Harvest of the Month
Apple Crunch!
Fresh from the Farm

Training Opportunities

Technical Assistance

https://illinoisfarmtoschool.org/toolkit/


LOCAL FOOD FOR 

SCHOOLS (LFS)
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Local (in IL) – 
grown/raised, processed 

in IL

Local (outside IL) – 
grown/raised, 

processed within 
400 road miles of 

your school

Unprocessed or 
minimally processed

General Requirements of LFS



LFS FUNDING

• Local Food for Schools funding 
currently goes through Jan. 31, 2026!

• For any districts that have not signed up – funding is still available: 

• Watch our recorded training module: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6V_foXifhlo

• Email: localfoods@isbe.net 
(Include district/school name, RCDT, and acknowledge you have viewed the recording)

• We do want to acknowledge that we did receive a notification from the USDA that a 2nd round of  
local foods funding that was set to start after LFS concluded, called the Local Food for Schools and 
Child Care (LFSCC) was terminated. 

• However, we do still have LFS funds through January 31st and we want schools to continue to utilize 
this wonderful program!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6V_foXifhlo
mailto:localfoods@isbe.net








37

Success 
Stories



COBDEN UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT



HERRIN CUSD 4
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Pawnee School District



Glenwood Academy – local turkey mac

North Greene
Thanksgiving Dinner
Chicken (Bland Family Farm)
Sweet potatoes (Meuller Family Farms

Carbondale ESD 95
Beef & Noodles (local stew meat)

Deerpark SD82
Local beef and local 
cheese = taco salad
& other local goodies

Jacksonville
Local beef from Gregurich Beef Company
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Lincoln ESD 27



We know there are awesome things 
going on in our IL schools & we would 
love to see and hear more about it!
Please share info with us about:

• Local foods
• Scratch recipes
• Local SFA or Purchasing 

Cooperative purchasing
• School gardens
• Grow towers
• Ag education
• Farm visits
• Etc. 

Send pictures, links, 
descriptions to 

localfoods@isbe.net

mailto:localfoods@isbe.net


Q&A
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Thank You! 

Lindsay Blough
localfoods@isbe.net 

Visit the F2CNP Webpage
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