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WELCOME

Start now by introducing yourself
• Tell us your name
• School, role and district

Please engage in the chat Facilitator
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Dorlande Charles
Principal Consultant l Social Science
Standards and Instruction Department
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Revisions to the Illinois 
Social Science Standards

Mary Ellen Daneels
Director of the Illinois Civics Hub and 
Illinois Democracy School Network

Standards Doc

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zF4XkXlVRiiUDloQ6Jp6EcM-yIOGYBmTif_cPm8heDE/edit


Elementary Themes

Kindergarten: My Social World

First Grade: Living, Learning and 
Working Together

Second Grade: Families, 
Neighborhoods and Communities

Third Grade: Communities Near 
and Fear

Fourth Grade: Our State, Our 
Nation

Fifth Grade: Our Nation, Our World



Middle School Complexity Levels

Most social science classrooms are comprised of a wide array 
of ability levels and challenges, a complexity continuum was 
developed to meet the varying cognitive needs of adolescents 
and to address the range of difficulty of the standards.

The middle school 
standards are banded 
by levels of complexity 
rather than grade 

levels.



How to Read the Standards

▪ Coding

▪ Inquiry Skills = IS

▪ Civics = CV

▪ Economics = EC

▪ Economics 
Financial Literacy = EC.FL

▪ Geography = G

▪ History = H

▪ Anthropology = Anth

▪ Psychology = Psy

▪ Sociology = Soc

▪ Religious Studies = Rel

SS.K-2.IS.1

Grade Level

Social Science

Content 
Discipline

Number of 
Standard



Common K-12 Definitions to Support You in Reading 
the IL Learning Standards for Social Science  

1. Inquiry - An ongoing cycle of learning to use knowledge at increasingly complex levels to integrate content. 
Students (individually or collaboratively) identify issues, pose questions, investigate answers, pose more 

questions, weigh the evidence, come to conclusions, and take action on their learning.

2. Inquiry Skills - Skills and dispositions that students need to meet the challenges of college, career, and civic 
life in the 21st century. Inquiry skills are used while applying disciplinary concepts to construct essential and 
supporting questions and determine helpful sources to conduct investigations and take informed action.

3. Essential Questions - Open-ended questions that focus on a big idea. These questions are enduring and 

centered on unresolved issues.

4. Supporting Questions - These questions can be answered through descriptions, definitions, and processes 
on which there is general agreement. These questions help formulate an answer to the essential question.

5. Disciplinary Concepts - Ideas, principles, and content at the heart of understanding the social sciences.



K-12 Disciplinary Concepts

The disciplinary concepts are 
divided into the four core 
disciplines of social science and 
include the
following areas:



High School

▪ Anthropology

▪ Civics

▪ Economics

▪ Economics Financial Literacy

▪ Geography

▪ History

▪ Psychology

▪ Sociology

▪ Religious Studies

Disciplinary Concepts Religious Studies Standards

New



Domains of Competency in Social Studies

The 2022 ILSSS informs the C3 Inquiry Arc 
by introducing six Domains of Competency 
in the Social Studies for all social studies 
students. Students in Illinois must:

• Recognize perspectives
• Evaluate systems, inequity and power
• Investigate the world
• Conduct analyses and draw conclusions
• Communicate effectively
• Take action to effect change and 

reflect.



Competency 1: Recognize perspectives and the role of identity

The first competency, Recognizing 
Perspectives and Identities encourages 
students to recognize perspectives 
(including their own) and articulate the 
role of identity throughout the entire 
inquiry process.

▪ The ILSSS focus on the role of identity 
encourages students to consider:

▪ How social, cultural, gender, and 
economic factors can influence 
behavior and human interactions in 
societies around the world.

▪ How social context and culture 
influence individual and group 
behavior.

▪ How group/ membership influence 
the life chances of individuals and 
shape societal norms and values.



Competency 2: Evaluate systems, Inequity, and Power

The second competency, Evaluating Systems, 
Inequity, and Power encourages students to 
evaluate the role of systems, power, and equity 
play in society. This competency helps students 
understand:

▪ How social systems, power relationships, 
inequity, and distributions of power have 
played a role in contemporary and historical 
societies.

▪ How and why social change occurs.

▪ How and why the distribution of power can 
result in conflict.

▪ How group membership and patterns of 
inequality impact individuals, groups, societal 
norms and values

▪ How beliefs, behaviors, and community 
experiences shape and are shaped by one 
another in particular social and historical 
contexts



Competency 3: Investigate the World

▪ Competencies 1 & 2 should be 
considered throughout the inquiry 
process

▪ Competencies 3-6 are layered on top 
of the inquiry process outlined in the C3 
Framework.

▪ The ILSS Inquiry standards guide 
students to investigate the world 
through the development of 
essential supporting, and actionable 
questions.

▪ These standards push forward the 
inquiry model proposed in the C3 
Framework by insisting that inquiries be 
“student-directed” and student-
centered.

This competency is aligned with 
C3 Dimensions 1&3



What critical 
thinking skills will 
students need to 
apply, practice, and 
reflect on to progress 
in these standards?



What critical 
thinking skills will 
students need to 
apply, practice, and 
reflect on to progress 
in these standards?



Competency 4: Conduct Analyses and Draw Conclusions

▪ Competency 4 emphasizes the 
importance of analyzing collecting 
research and drawing conclusions in 
preparation for action taking.

▪ As students move across grade 
levels, claims increase in complexity 
and dimension, incorporating 
multiple sources and counterclaims 
and considering how conclusions 
might be influenced by bias or 
specific value systems.

This competency is aligned with 
C3 Dimensions 4.



Competency 5: Communicate Effectively

▪ Competency 5 pushes forward the 
requirements for communication 
beyond what is outlined in the C3 
Framework.

▪ Students in Grade 2, communicate 
primarily through by sharing findings.

▪ Students in Grade 3-5, are engaging 
with increasingly unfamiliar audiences 
and with increasingly diverse media.

▪ Students in Grades 6-8, students are 
also engaging in critical review of their 
conclusions prior to communicating

▪ Students in Grades 9-12, students have 
identified, solicited feedback, and 
revised action plans based on 
stakeholder feedback.

This competency is aligned with 
C3 Dimensions 4



Competency 6: Take Action to Effect Change and Reflect

▪ Similar to Competency 4 and 5, standards aligned with 
Competency 6 pushes forward the requirements for 
action adding reflection and encouraging students to 
consider multiple viewpoints.

▪ Grades K-2, begin this process by reflecting on 
engaging in reflective conversations prior to creating 
action steps.

▪ Grades 3-5, students continue this process by creating 
action steps that incorporate multiple viewpoints.

▪ Grades 6-8, students are considering how impacted 
individuals and communities are impacted, the 
challenges, opportunities, and the varying capacities 
of people to take action before applying deliberative 
and democratic procedures to take action.

▪ Grades 9-12, skills associated with action evolve as 
students begin to analyzes structures, systems, and 
methodologies as they prepare for actions. Students 
apply disciplinary lenses as they prepare to act and 
consider how actions can bring about increased 
equity, inclusion, and the civic good. With these 
considerations, they must take measurable action to 
effect change.

This competency is aligned with 
C3 Dimensions 4



What critical 
thinking skills will 
students need to 
apply, practice, and 
reflect on to progress 
in these standards?



Reflect and Connect 

▪ Share your reflections 
in the chat

• What excites you 
about the new IL 
Learning Standards for 
Social Science?

• What do you find 
challenging?



TEAACH Act Resources

The Teaching Equitable Asian American 
Community History (TEAACH) Act 
amends the Illinois School Code to 
ensure that students learn about the 
contributions of Asian Americans.

Beginning with the 2022-23 school 
year, schools shall include in its 
curriculum a unit of instruction 
studying the events of Asian American 
history.

Equity ● Quality ● Collaboration ● Community



TEAACH Act Resources

Description

1 | Quick Links by Theme and 
Learning Objective: Free articles, 
sample lesson plans, presentations, 
and videos aligned to updated 
standards and grouped based on 
themes and competencies

2 | Longer-form Text: Select memoirs, 
poems, essays, and historical 
fiction for purchase / rent at 
public libraries providing more 
detailed perspectives on Asian 
American history and identity



TEAACH Act Resources

3 | Asynchronous Digital 
Learning: Mix of free and paid short 
courses and micro-credentials 
for educators interested in 
learning more about Asian 
American history in a structured 
manner
4 | Professional Convenings: Mix 
of free and paid 
conferences, webinars, and 
workshops aimed 
at providing educators 
opportunities for community 
building, knowledge sharing, 
and professional development

Description



TEAACH Act Resources

PD Opportunities Resources

Work Shops available through December:

▪ Thursday, September 29, 4:30PM-6:30 PM 
(Elementary): Register Here

▪ Wednesday, October 12, 4:30PM-6:30PM 

(Secondary): Register Here

▪ Sunday, October 23, 10:00AM-
12:00PM (Elementary): Register Here

▪ Thursday, October 27, 4:30PM-6:30PM 
(Secondary): Register Here

Learning opportunity:

▪ Monday, October 17, 12:00PM (Special PD for school 
administrators: Teaching Inclusive American History-
Implementing the New Illinois History Course 
Mandates): Register Here

• Sample Scope & Sequence for Grades K-
5: Integrating Asian American 
Experiences into Reading and Social 
Studies

• Sample Scope & Sequence for Grades 6-
12: Integrating Asian American History 
into Social Studies

• Asian American Education Resource 
Database: K-12 Resources (Airtable)

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvdOyopjktGtTYLr-kbxpDYHZRCiskYuhe
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcod-uurD4oHd3ybVGzBhnlVceEMtuDkOxT
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kf-ChrjsuH9AK4c5R2hpnOaPBaem5XaDQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0sduyurTspHdBFPVEXMMZal2CiWhMvrUxL
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fregister.dupageroe.org%2FPublic%2FCourseDetails.aspx%3FXParm%3DKJ7S8MDQAg1owhyqDVA7DmrkqfxFXeME2ur78i5umzWzbSEEuZ7%252b%252fbQ8GMIWcAbULsy9H%252fyCGvRoANmug%252fbI2r%252fJxrcrFuLYTyx0Jt0wMM3Q3cgeQLUtcPvLyw6ifdlBBRamHDkuqGLSSu5R7tzFg2NvbVPt0iYMiCc%252bJ6NSig2OJmLM1ld8zhK6sXmjTKgYAT5URbwmEiatPind0Ytfiw%253d%253d&data=05%7C01%7CDCHARLES%40isbe.net%7C991dcd172053442d592008da9fccd4f9%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C637998000581190309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e7llWEl7OqLpPdnfKtBWHNjlAGGUUNwwt%2BtxY%2BD1Y1s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3sZMT5C&data=05%7C01%7CDCHARLES%40isbe.net%7C991dcd172053442d592008da9fccd4f9%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C637998000581190309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2Jh84%2BYCoBMmh1CJowzb5iT%2BBA%2FF4R08SmGWo4PM5BM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3H93vgh&data=05%7C01%7CDCHARLES%40isbe.net%7C991dcd172053442d592008da9fccd4f9%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C637998000581190309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GsNHeZkoQZ8FPheH6BuOC0bVPnqlWoPn6hnoStz4uWM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3t2aFhl&data=05%7C01%7CDCHARLES%40isbe.net%7C991dcd172053442d592008da9fccd4f9%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C637998000581190309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z%2Fd%2FgP4LGdK%2BNf1awbHXSqaHSCgeWnw20iWw0Bz5pE8%3D&reserved=0


TEAACH Act Resources

Descriptions

• This module provides an introduction to 
the Asian American population and the 
social construction of race in the United 
States.

• This module discusses the history of 
Asian immigration to the United States 
and the ways US legislation, court cases, 
and policies restricted immigration, 
citizenship, and equal access to 
schooling.

• This module discusses Asian American 
experiences after World War II, with 
rising immigration and advancement of 
civil rights.



Opportunity to Work with ISBE

▪ We are seeking individuals 
with expertise 
in Cultural/Ethnic Studies to support 
the revised IL Learning Standards for 
Social Science.

▪ If you are interested in supporting 
our classroom teacher resource 
development by participating in one 
of our working groups, please attend 
our interest meeting

Wednesday, October 5th at 3:30pm



Social Science PD Opportunity: Option 1

Equity ● Quality ● Collaboration ● Community

Intensive Professional Learning Series: Up to 
250 participants

•During the intensive professional learning 
series you will meet monthly via Zoom from 
4:30-6:30 p.m. and complete online modules at 
your own pace via Google classroom on the 
Illinois inquiry-based standards and the 
inclusive American history mandates.
• During the Zoom sessions

• You will hear from experts 
on inquiry and inclusion in social studies

• Reflect with colleagues across 
the state of Illinois

Participants will be compensated 
$450.00 and receive 24 professional 
development hours (PDH).



Social Science PD Opportunity: Option 2

Equity ● Quality ● Collaboration ● Community

Two State-wide Convenings on Inquiry and 
Inclusion

• Teachers and scholars will share their 
expertise related to inquiry and inclusion.
•The first convening will be on October 18th 
from 4:30-5:30 p.m. (virtually). The second 
will take place in the Spring.

• During the Zoom sessions
• You will hear from experts on 

inquiry and inclusion in social studies
• Reflect with colleagues across the 

state of Illinois



Social Studies: Engaging Multilingual Learners through Inquiry

Sonia Serrano
Principal Consultant
Multilingual Dept
sserrano@isbe.net

ISBE Contact 
Information



Are you looking for this?

Visit our ISBE website to find 
today's webinar, the new IL 

Learning Standards for Social 
Science, and supporting 

resources.



Questions and Answers

Equity ● Quality ● Collaboration ● Community

Please use the 
chat to ask 

any questions



Closing Reflection

In the chat, please provide us with one 
positive affirmation that reflects how 
you are currently feeling.



ISBE Contact Information

▪ Social Studies Questions

▪ Dorlande Charles: Dcharles@isbe.net

▪ Non-social studies questions

▪ ISBE Standards & Instruction Department: 
ILTeachTalkLearn@isbe.net

mailto:Dcharles@isbe.net
mailto:ILTeachTalkLearn@isbe.net

