
Talk to ISBE’s Nutrition Team Tuesday
SY21-22 Webinar Series

Equity ● Quality ● Collaboration ● Community

Nov. 16, 2021



Agenda – November 2021

 What’s New?   
 Trainings, Webinars, Grants, and More

 The Verification Process and Verification Summary 
Report

 CNP Emergency Operating Costs Funds
 Supply Chain Disruptions in the Child Nutrition 

Programs
 Public Act 102-0359: Unused Food Sharing Plan
 Questions and Answers



Poll Question

 How many years have you been working 
in School Nutrition Programs?
Select one:   

 Less Than 2 Years
 2 to 5 years
 6-10 years
 11-15 years
 16 years or more



What’s New?

www.isbe.net/nutrition

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition


What’s New?

Upcoming Food Safety Trainings
• “Food Handler Training With 

COVID-19 Guidance” Jan. 27

www.isbe.net/nutrition

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition


What’s New?

Virtual Instructor-Led Trainings (VILTs)

https://theicn.org/vilts

https://theicn.org/vilts


What’s New?

Farm to School Grant Program
• Deadline Jan. 10
• Questions? Email 

farmtoschool@usda.gov

www.isbe.net/nutrition

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cfs/resources-farm-school-grant-program-applicants

mailto:farmtoschool@usda.gov
http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cfs/resources-farm-school-grant-program-applicants


Food Distribution Program

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/USDA-Foods-Show.aspx

 Webinar 
 Food Distribution 

Resource Roundup
 Processors

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/USDA-Foods-Show.aspx


What’s New?

Talk to ISBE Tuesday Webinar Series
• Last one scheduled 

is Dec. 14

www.isbe.net/snpb2s

http://www.isbe.net/snpb2s


Sponsor with NO approved 
Household Eligibility Applications 

Sponsor with one or more approved 
Household Eligibility Applications 

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Based-Child-Nutrition-Documents.aspx

Verification Summary Report

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Based-Child-Nutrition-Documents.aspx


Nov. 1: VSR opens in WINS 
– Step 2
 Provide Direct Certification 

Data
 Submit the VSR
Dec. 15: VSR Due Date

Oct. 1: VSR opens in WINS 
– Step 1
 Count approved HEAs
 Conduct Verification
Nov. 1: VSR Steps 2-5 opened
 Complete Report
Nov. 15:
 Verification Process completed
Dec. 15: VSR Due Date

Sponsors with No Approved HEAs Sponsors with Approved HEAs

Verification Timeline



Jan. 26, 2021, 
USDA MEMO: SP-06-2021, CACFP-05-2021
Child Nutrition Program Emergency 
Operating Costs During COVID-19: 
Implementation Guidance

www.isbe.net/Documents/SNP-Emergency-Cost-Presentation-2021.pdf

CNP Emergency Operating Cost

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/emergency-operating-costs-during-covid-19-implementation-guidance
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/SNP-Emergency-Cost-Presentation-2021.pdf


Weekends and Holiday Meals

Seamless Summer Option: 
 may not provide meals over weekends or 

holiday breaks during the regular school year. 
 weekend meals will remain available during 

unanticipated school closures. 

Child and Adult Care Food Program At-Risk:
 may provide meals during breaks and over 

weekends in a structured and supervised 
environment, with educational or enrichment 
activities provided for children.



School Year 21-22 Food Supply Chain

 The U.S. Department Agriculture (USDA) and the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
Nutrition Department acknowledge a nationwide disruption in the food supply chain 
that is affecting all aspects of foodservice, including those that participate in the Child 
Nutrition Programs. 

 The USDA is committed to working together with state agencies, School Food 
Authorities, the food industry, and other stakeholders to communicate school food 
supply chain challenges and to identify solutions. For School Year 2021-2022, the USDA 
has provided school meal program flexibilities, waivers, and training resources to help 
states and SFAs navigate supply chain issues and provide nutritious school meals that 
children need to learn, grow, and be healthy.



New Supply Chain Disruption Webpage

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/supply-chain-disruptions.aspx

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/supply-chain-disruptions.aspx


Supply Chain Disruption: Surveys



Supply Chain Disruption: Procurement
 The methods of procurement authority under 2 CFR 200.320(c)provides SFAs with the 

flexibility to conduct emergency noncompetitive procurement(s) when an urgent need or 
emergency arises, such as the need to replace missing foods or paper goods with alternative 
sources or products quickly. Emergency noncompetitive procurement methods are a standing 
flexibility and do not require a waiver.

 When experiencing difficulties with obtaining the products you need/want, you can look at 
alternative emergency procurement options:
 Purchase from a grocery store, wholesale/bulk food supplier, local business – you should 

still attempt to get the best prices you can, but we understand with limited time and 
resources SFA’s will do their best. 

 Purchase produce from local farmers or farm cooperatives 
 Order through your DoD supplier
 If you had multiple distributors and some dropped you and some are still delivering, see 

what other products the one(s) still delivering to you have and can provide to you. Discuss 
with them what they have and what they could get if you ordered enough of it and gave 
enough lead time.

 Supplies: if you are having trouble getting supplies you need like disposable trays  look 
into different color trays that are not as popular but available, look into bags, boxes, etc. 

https://ecfr.federalregister.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200


Supply Chain Disruption: 
Communication

Internally: regularly brief and inform your food service staff, 
superintendent, school board, and faculty on the food supply landscape

Your families: Ensure families know that meal substitutions may occur 
because of supply chain issues and posted menus may change at the last 
minute. Social media and school website are great tools to share this 
message.

Vendors: Proactively reach out to understand vendor limitations and the 
landscape of food supply challenges. Share your cycle menu with them so 
they have an idea of what your district will need.



Supply Chain Disruption: Partnerships

Partner with the neighboring SFAs who may be experiencing similar 
challenges to see if there is a way to work together. This can include sharing 
storage space, sharing product, working with a vendor to consolidate 
delivery to one location for both SFAs and the SFAs work on distributing the 
products to the appropriate schools.

Explore local or regional cooperative purchasing groups to increase buying 
power and access to products and services.

If you can't get deliveries from your distributor (maintain documentation of 
communication from current distributor), attempt to contact other 
distributors in your area – document who you contacted, when and 
response. Document what happened, your needs, your process.



Supply Chain Disruption: Menus

Create menus that use products and recipes that are substitution-friendly. For 
example, if chicken is not available, ham or turkey can be used
instead in salads, sandwiches, and meal bowls.

Create a cycle menu, whether it be 3, 4,5,6 weeks, use  standardized recipes, 
and use the USDA Food Buying for Child Nutrition Programs as tools to 
improve the accuracy of food procurement forecasts for food distributors. 

Place product orders earlier and forecast food needs for a longer period.



Supply Chain Disruption: USDA Meal Pattern Waivers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has issued several nationwide 
waivers that are available to sponsors participating in the National School 
Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, Seamless Summer Option, and 
Child and Adult Care Food Program for School Year 2021-2022. Please read 
each waiver carefully for details and conditions.



Supply Chain Disruption: 
USDA Commodities

Contact ISBE’s Food Distribution team to discuss your 
commodity food order and what ordering flexibilities are 
currently in place to increase your commodity food order. This is 
FREE food that is delivered FREE to your school district. Please 
take advantage of available product. For more information, 
please visit our Food Distribution webpage or 
email fdp@isbe.net.

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Programs-Food-Distribution.aspx
mailto:fdp@isbe.net


Supply Chain Disruptions: Resources



ISBE Supply Chain Disruption: 
Contact Information 

Phone: 1.800.545.7892 or 217.782.2491

Email: cnp@isbe.net or 
nutritionprocurement@isbe.net

mailto:cnp@isbe.net
mailto:nutritionprocurement@isbe.net


Local Wellness Policy Update

 Public Act 102-0359

 School unused food sharing plan

 August 13th, 2021 - effective immediately



Public Act 102-0359



Public Act 102-0359

• Schools should follow all health and sanitation 
codes

• Schools participating in the NSLP, SBP, CACFP, 
and/or SFSP should follow any applicable 
regulations

• Plans should be included in the Local Wellness 
Policy



Public Act 102-0359

• Considerations:
– Schools should aim to have as little leftover food as 

possible in the USDA’s Child Nutrition Programs
• Production records
• USDA’s Food Buying Guide
• Marketing



Resources

https://www.isbe.net/pages/local-school-nutrition-wellness-policy.aspx

https://www.isbe.net/pages/local-school-nutrition-wellness-policy.aspx


Resources

https://www.isbe.net/pages/local-school-nutrition-wellness-policy.aspx

https://www.isbe.net/pages/local-school-nutrition-wellness-policy.aspx


Resources

https://www.isbe.net/pages/local-school-nutrition-wellness-policy.aspx

https://www.isbe.net/pages/local-school-nutrition-wellness-policy.aspx


Resources

 ISBE’s Local School Wellness Policy Webpage: 
https://www.isbe.net/pages/local-school-
nutrition-wellness-policy.aspx

 USDA’s Local School Wellness Policy Webpage: 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/local-school-
wellness-policy

https://www.isbe.net/pages/local-school-nutrition-wellness-policy.aspx
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/local-school-wellness-policy


Any Questions?  



Contact Information  

Nutrition Department
Illinois State  Board of Education
100 N. First St., W-270
Springfield, IL 62777-0001
Telephone: (800) 545-7892 in Illinois only

(217) 782-2491
Fax: (217) 524-6124
Email: cnp@isbe.net
Website: www.isbe.net/nutrition

mailto:cnp@isbe.net
http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
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