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To: The Honorable Governor JB Pritzker
The Honorable Members of the General Assembly
The People of the State of Illinois

The lllinois State Board of Education (ISBE) recommends a General Funds investment in public education
of $9.7 billion in fiscal year 2023 — an increase of $479.7 million over the FY 2022 General Funds
appropriation. ISBE’s efforts remain guided by our Strategic Plan, adopted in November 2020, and the
plan’s three overarching goals: to ensure each student makes significant academic gains each year, to
equip all schools with the necessary resources to provide safe and welcoming learning environments,
and to prepare and support our educators.

The 2021 lllinois Report Card illustrated the magnitude of the COVID-19 pandemic’s impact on student
learning. With only a few exceptions, students across the state and in all demographic groups
experienced double-digit losses in math and English language arts attainment. Younger students and
English Learners, who likely needed more support to engage in remote learning, experienced even
greater losses.

The pandemic reinforced how crucial our schools are to our students and communities. Our students
suffer academically and emotionally without our schools fully functioning in-person. The data from the
2020-21 school year also quantifies how much additional support our students need to recover.

Evidence-Based Funding (EBF) remains the principal funding source for lllinois schools and the backbone
of the public education budget. Increases to EBF directly increase equity by targeted resources to the
most financially struggling districts. EBF’s base funding minimum also provides school districts with
much-needed stability and predictability.

Five years of EBF have made a tremendous difference. When lllinois first implemented EBF, 168 districts
were at or below 60 percent of adequate funding. In FY 2022, there are only 16 districts still at that level.
In the sixth year of EBF, ISBE recommends a $350.2 million increase over FY 2022, to include $300 million
for distribution as tier funding, $50 million for Property Tax Relief Grants, and $200,000 to train English
Learner teachers in methods of incorporating computer skills into their existing curriculum.

ISBE also recommends an increase of approximately $78.4 million for mandated categorical line items

(MCAT), which provide funding for specific needs not accounted for in the EBF Adequacy Target
Calculations. A lack of funding has resulted in the historical proration of districts’ MCAT claims. For FY
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2023, ISBE urges lawmakers to fully fund the two orphanage line items. ISBE also recommends returning
the transportation lines to their pre-pandemic proration rates. The agency will conduct a transportation
survey in the spring of 2022 to update its estimates for 2021-22 transportation expenditures.

The pandemic hit our youngest students and English Learners the hardest. Increasing access to high-
quality early childhood education programs is critical to addressing those needs. ISBE urges lawmakers
to consider a $54.4 million increase for the Early Childhood Block Grant in FY 2023. This increase would
serve an additional 7,131 children across the state, as well as boost the quality of existing programs by
increasing salaries and support for early childhood educators.

Lastly, ISBE recommends an increase of approximately $2 million for agriculture education to meet
increased demand. ISBE expects lllinois’” agricultural education programs to serve 36,000 students in FY
2023, an increase of 1,500 students since FY 2019. Additional state funding, which industry, vocational,
and FFA representatives have advocated for, will attract and retain the agriculture teachers necessary
to expand these programs.

Thank you for your consideration and for your partnership as we strive to meet the needs of lllinois’
students and support their recovery from the pandemic.

Sincerely,

(L.

Darren Reisberg Dr. Carmen I. Ayala
Chair of the Boar State Superintendent of Education















































































































































































































https://www.isbe.net/ebfdist



http://www.isbe.net/proptaxrelief
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