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IEP File Review Continued

Special Education Cyclical Monitoring Process
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Transition and a Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE)

“A primary purpose of IDEA is to ensure 
that all children with disabilities have 
available to them a FAPE that emphasizes 
special education and related services 
designed to meet their unique needs and 
prepare them for further education, 
employment, and independent living.” 

Excerpt from “A Transition Guide to Postsecondary Education and Employment For 
Students and Youth With Disabilities” 
Revised August 2020
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Indicator 13: Secondary Transition

• In accordance with 105 ILCS 5/14-8.03, beginning no later than the first IEP in 
effect when the student turns age 14 ½ (or younger if determined 
appropriate by the IEP team) and updated annually thereafter, the IEP must 
include: 

o measurable post-secondary goals based upon age-appropriate transition 
assessments and other information available regarding the student that are 
related to training, education, employment, and independent living skills and ​

o the transition services needed to assist the student in reaching those goals, 
including courses of study.​
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Secondary Transition
4

Kohler, 2007 
National Secondary Transition Technical Assistance Center (NSTTAC)

Quality IEPs-
Transition Plans 

(Indicator 13)

Staying in School

(Indicator 2)

Graduation 
(Indicator 1)

Positive 
Postsecondary 

Outcomes 
(Indicator 14)
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Secondary Transition vs Compliance                 
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Secondary Transition Flow Chart

Age-Appropriate Assessments

Measurable 

Postsecondary Outcome Goals

Transition Services/Activities/Course of Study

Measurable Annual IEP Goals

Linkages to Adult Agencies
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IEP 18. POSTSECONDARY TRANSITION (FOR STUDENTS 14½ OR OLDER)      ☐N/A

1.    Measurable Postsecondary Goals (for employment, education and/or training, and independent living)        

LEA ISBE Authority: 34 CFR 300.320(b); 23 IAC 226.230(c)(1)

Response Date 

Corrected

Response Date 

Corrected

Response Criteria: Measurable post-secondary outcomes/goals were created for after high school.

• Goals that are measurable include objective words, such as “will” (not subjective words - “want,” “wish,” or “would 

like”).

• It should be clear that the goals will be achieved after high school or aging out, and not an activity that the student is 

currently doing (e.g., job while in high school).

Y N Y N

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ a. There are measurable postsecondary outcomes/goals in the area of employment to occur after high school/aging out.

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ b. There are measurable postsecondary outcomes/goals in the area of education and /or training to occur after high 

school/aging out.

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ c. There are measurable postsecondary outcomes/goals in the area of independent living to occur after high school/aging 

out.
COMMENTS: If corrections are needed, specify the error(s)
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2.   Postsecondary Goals Updated Annually in Conjunction with the Development of the Current IEP   

LEA ISBE Authority: 34 CFR 300.320(b); 23 IAC 226.230(c)(1)

Response Date 

Corrected

Response Date 

Corrected
Response Criteria: The postsecondary goals were addressed/updated in conjunction with the development of the 

current IEP.Y N Y N

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ a. The post-secondary goals for employment were addressed/updated in conjunction with the development of the current 

IEP.

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ b. The post-secondary goals for education and/or training were addressed/updated in conjunction with the development of 

the current IEP.

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ c. The post-secondary goals for independent living were addressed/updated in conjunction with the development of the 

current IEP.

COMMENTS: If corrections are needed, specify the error(s)
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3.   Age-Appropriate Transition Assessments

LEA ISBE Authority: 34 CFR 300.320(b); 23 IAC 226.230(c)(1)

Response Date 

Corrected

Response Date 

Corrected

Response Criteria: For each of the postsecondary goal areas, there is evidence that at least one age-appropriate transition 

assessment was used to provide information on the student’s needs, strengths, preferences, and interests regarding this 

postsecondary goal.
Y N Y N

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ a. There was evidence that the measurable postsecondary outcomes/goals were based on age-appropriate transition 

assessments conducted prior to the IEP meeting and addressed for employment.

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ b. There was evidence that the measurable postsecondary outcomes/goals were based on age-appropriate transition 

assessments conducted prior to the IEP meeting and addressed for education and/or training.

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ c. There was evidence that the measurable postsecondary outcomes/goals were based on age-appropriate transition 

assessments conducted prior to the IEP meeting and addressed for independent living.

COMMENTS: If corrections are needed, specify the error(s)
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4.   Transition Services

LEA ISBE Authority: 34 CFR 300.43(a); 34 CFR 300.320(b); 23 IAC 226.230(c); 105 ILCS 5/14-8.03(a-5)
Response Date 

Corrected

Response Date 

Corrected
Response Criteria: There are transition services in the IEP that will reasonably enable the student to meet his or her 
postsecondary goal(s). Transition services are a coordinated set of activities that are based on the students’ strengths, 
needs, preferences, and interests.

Y N Y N

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ a. There is at least one transition service that will occur during and/or after high school, including academic and functional 

activities, that addresses the postsecondary employment goal and facilitates movement from school to post-school.

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ b. There is at least one transition service that will occur during and/or after high school, including academic and functional 

activities, that addresses the postsecondary education and/or training goal and facilitates movement from school to post-

school.
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ c. There is at least one transition service that will occur during and/or after high school, including academic and functional 

activities, that addresses the postsecondary independent living goal and facilitates movement from school to post-school.

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ d. Each person responsible for coordinating and delivering transition services was identified (identified position).

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ e.  The need for home-based support services program through PUNS was addressed.
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ f. There was evidence of consideration of the student’s assistive technology needs related to secondary and postsecondary 

employment, education and training, and independent living, AND the availability and accessibility of appropriate 

technology devices and services post-high school.
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ g. The school provided the student and parent/guardian with information about secondary and postsecondary CTE 

opportunities, including a list of programming options, the scope and sequence of study, and their locations.

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ h. The school provided the student and parent/guardian with information about dual credit courses offered by the district, 

including options for dual credit and high school credit only, as well as the criteria for enrollment in these courses.

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ • For students enrolled in dual credit courses, the student's participation in the course was included as part of the 

student's transition IEP activities. 
COMMENTS: If corrections are needed, specify the error(s) 
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5.   Course of Study

LEA ISBE Authority: 34 CFR 300.320(b)(2); 23 IAC 226.230(c)(2)

Response Date 

Corrected

Response Date 

Corrected

Response Criteria: A complete course of study that includes all years of high school, specific titles of courses and courses 

that ensure progress towards meeting the post-secondary goals is included in the transition plan.Y N Y N

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ The course of study addresses the student’s current and remaining years in school and lists names of classes, rather than 

a statement of instructional program, that depicts a progression towards meeting the postsecondary goals.

COMMENTS: If corrections are needed, specify the error(s)
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6.    Annual Goals Related to Transition Service Needs

LEA ISBE Authority: 34 CFR 300.320(b); 23 IAC 226.230(c)(1)

Response Date 

Corrected

Response Date 

Corrected

Response Criteria: Annual goals or short-term objectives are related to the student’s transition service needs. 

Y N Y N

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ a. There is at least one annual goal or short-term objective related to the student’s transition service needs in the area of 

employment.

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ b. There is at least one annual goal or short-term objective related to the student’s transition service needs in the area of 

education and/or training.

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ c. There is at least one annual goal or short-term objective related to the student’s transition service needs in the area of 

independent living.

COMMENTS: If corrections are needed, specify the error(s)
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7.   Student Participation in the IEP Meeting

LEA ISBE Authority: 34 CFR 300.321(b)(1); 23 IAC 226.230(c)(1)

Response Date 

Corrected

Response Date 

Corrected

Response Criteria: There is evidence that the student was invited to the IEP meeting.

Y N Y N

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ The student was listed on the Notification of Conference.

COMMENTS: If corrections are needed, specify the error(s) 
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8.    Outside Agencies

LEA ISBE Authority: 34 CFR 300.321(b)(3); 23 IAC 226.230(c)(2)

Response Date 

Corrected

Response Date 

Corrected

Response Criteria: With parental consent, outside agencies that are responsible for transition services were invited to the 

IEP meeting.Y N Y N

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ a. It is too early to determine if the student will need outside agency involvement, OR no agency representation is needed 

at this time, OR the parent/age of majority student provided written refusal to invite an outside agency. IF the answer is 

yes, skip b and c.

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ b. The transition services are listed in the transition plan that will be provided or paid by an outside agency AND there is 

evidence that the agency was listed on the Notification of Conference.

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ c. Prior parental/age of majority consent was obtained before inviting an outside agency that will provide or pay for 

transition services.

COMMENTS: If corrections are needed, specify the error(s)
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Reflection Questions
When reviewing IEPs consider the following:

1. Were the student’s current levels of performance for each area in the PLAAPF clearly described with 
assessment data and other information in parent friendly language?

2. Did the IEP team identify needs that were related to the student’s disability?

3. Was there evidence that the goals and objectives informed the decisions regarding special education 
services and placement?

4. Were programs and services identified that supported and addressed all the goals and objectives
     in the IEP?

5. Were services provided sufficient to ensure that the student would make progress?

6. Were age-appropriate assessments completed, and did they identify all the student’s needs, including    
     postsecondary outcomes and/or career assessment/functional vocational evaluation for secondary    
     students?

7. Were the provided accommodations and modifications appropriate to address
     the student’s needs? 
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Questions?

If you have any questions, 
contact your district’s primary 

ISBE principal consultant at 

217-782-5589.
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T hank Y ou!
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