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Welcome

• Please MUTE yourself upon signing in to the meeting.  

– We will wait a few minutes for people joining us late to MUTE 
themselves.

• Make sure you sign in using the QR code or link in the chat every 
time you attend a learning event.

– Use your district’s full name as it appears on the notification letter.

– List ALL districts you are representing on the sign-in sheet
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Please sign in using this QR 
code or the link in the chat.

Alternate Assessment March 18
Professional Learning Convening

Laura Avery Glover, Principal Consultant
Dana Jamerson, Principal Consultant
Rhonda Marks, Principal Consultant
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Agenda

• Housekeeping

• LEA Action Plan Self Review

• General Feedback on the LEA Action Plans

– Common areas that require revisions

– Finding the resources needed to revise your plan

• LEA Action Plan Example

• Questions
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Housekeeping

• LEA Action Plans were due February 28.  Please 
submit as soon as possible.

• If you are communicating with us using the 
AltException@isbe.net email, PLEASE include your 
principal consultant’s name in the subject line.

• Please use listserv request form if you want to be 
added to the listserv.

– If you have already asked to be added to the listserv, 
you do not need to request to do so again.

mailto:AltException@isbe.net
https://forms.office.com/r/ck1CvCbgBc
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LEA Action Plan Self Review

• ISBE has identified several areas of the LEA Action Plan 
that may need revisions to comply with OSEP 
requirements.  Today’s presentation will address areas 
that need attention.

• ISBE is requesting ALL districts to self-review their LEA 
Action Plan after this meeting to determine if revisions 
are needed.  
– Please review your plan even if your plan was accepted.

– If revisions are required to sufficiently address each section of 
the plan, please notify your principal consultant as soon as 
possible.

– You will have until April 1 to resubmit your LEA Action Plan.



6

Common Areas of the LEA Action Plan        
that Require Revision
• SPP Indicator 3a data and summary.

• Evidence of a risk ratio analysis:
– Use the NCEO Risk Ratio Tool.

– Submit the Excel sheet or summarize data in the LEA 
Action Plan.

• Evidence of a root cause analysis:
– Describe underlying factors that lead to being above the 

1% threshold.
• Why are there more students with the most significant cognitive 

disabilities in your district?

• How does the district size impact your data?
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Finding Resources to Revise LEA Action Plans

Special Education Alternate Assessment Participation – 1% 
Threshold webpage
• Resources and Documents:

– LEA Action Plan Webinar Recording and Slides
• SPP 3a Data and Summary – Slides 5-6
• Risk Ratio Analysis – Slides 11-12
• Goals – Slides 13-14

– Finding and Using Data Recording and Slides 
• SPP 3a Data and Summary – Slides 18-19
• Risk Ratio Analysis – Slides 13-17

• Presentations and Webinars:
– February 18 Professional Learning Convening Recording and 

Slides
• Goals – 7-14

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Special-Education-Exception-cap.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Special-Education-Exception-cap.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cW_PTEAbSrU
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/1-Percent-LEA-Action-Plan.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fWoBNIjuvxo
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/1-Percent-Finding-and-Using-Data.pdf
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/4296190398347902977
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/20250218-Learning-Event.pdf
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SPP Indicator 3a Data and Summary

• SPP Indicator 3a looks at overall participation of students with 
Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) in state assessment.

• Districts are required to assess more than 95% of their 
students with IEPs in each subject area.

• When the state assesses less than 95% of students and less 
than 95% of students with IEPs, it is not eligible to apply for an 
alternate assessment 1% waiver in that subject.

• The LEA Action Plan requires districts to look at their 
participation data to ensure districts address areas of low 
participation.

• You can find your data quickly and easily on the Illinois 
Interactive Report Card. There is an example on how to 
complete this on slides 5 and 6 of the LEA Action Plan webinar.

https://www.illinoisreportcard.com/
https://www.illinoisreportcard.com/
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/1-Percent-LEA-Action-Plan.pdf
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Calculating Assessment Participation

Go to 
www.illinoisreportcard.com 

Search for district by 
name, city, address, etc. 

http://www.illinoisreportcard.com/
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Risk Ratio Analysis

• Districts must address instances of disproportionality.
• Disconnect between what looks like disproportionality 

when looking at population data and the results of the 
risk ratio.

• Risk ratio compares the population of students taking the 
alternate assessment to your district’s entire assessment 
population (not total enrollment population).

• National Center for Educational Outcomes (NCEO) 
Disproportionality in the Alternate Assessment Calculator: 
A Tool for State and Local Education Agencies.
– Example
– Blank Tool
– All districts should evaluate their data using this tool.

https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/OnlinePubs/Tool12_Disproportionality.pdf
https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/OnlinePubs/Tool12_Disproportionality.pdf
https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/OnlinePubs/DisproCalcExampleData.xlsx
https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/OnlinePubs/DisproCalcBlank.xlsx
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Finding Data for the Risk Ratio Tool

• Log in to the Student Information 
System.

• Select “Reports” from the menu 
on the left side of the screen.
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Finding Data for the Risk Ratio Tool

You will need to gather data from the IAR Assessment Correction, DLM-AA Correction and Score, and the SAT/PSAT 
Assessment Correction Reports. (In the future, you will run the ACT/PreACT Secure Assessment Correction Report.)
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Finding Data for the Risk Ratio Tool

• The 2023-24 finalized SAT/PreSAT data is under the “Historic 
Assessments” dropdown.

• Before creating the report, change the school year to 2024.

• Create the report as both a PDF and an Excel file.
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Finding Data for the Risk Ratio Tool
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Finding Data for the Risk Ratio Tool

• Use the PDF report as a key:

• At first, your Excel sheet will look like this:

• Delete Rows 1-10 – this 
information is the key, but 
this information is easier 
to access in the PDF.

• Select the cells in the 
header row, click the 
“Sort & Filter” dropdown 
and choose “Filter.”
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Finding Data for the Risk Ratio Tool

• Select dropdown for the “Grade” column.

– We do not want to duplicate our numbers.

– Click on “Select All” – this will uncheck all of the boxes.

– Select the ELA assessment for Grades 3-8 and 11. (Do not 
include 9th and 10th grade data from the SAT/PSAT report.)

• Now you can use the filter function on for columns 
with the header names B, C, E, F (gender, race, EL, and 
Low Income).

– Make sure you unfilter one category before filtering the 
next category or you will not have accurate numbers!
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Finding Data for the Risk Ratio Tool

• Select all the entries in one 
column.

– On the right side of the information 
bar at the bottom of the page there 
is  a count of the  number of 
highlighted cells.

– Use the filter and check the count.

– 230 females, 464-230 = 234 males.

– Add data from IAR and SAT 
together.
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Root Cause Analysis

• Answer questions like:

– Why does the district have a larger than usual 
population of students taking the alternate 
assessment?

• What factors contribute to an increased population for 
alternate assessment?

• What assessment policies and procedures impact 
identification of students for alternate assessment?

– How does the district’s population size impact its 
participation rate in alternate assessment?



20

Example
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Questions?
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