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The Illinois Data and 
Benchmarking Tool

Spring 2021
System Overview and
Development Update

Equity ● Quality ● Collaboration ● Community
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Today’s Agenda
• Overview of the Illinois data tool
• System development updates
• System updates coming later in 2021
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The Illinois Data and Benchmarking Tool
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How do I access the Illinois Data Tool? 

Visit the Illinois 
Interactive Report 
Card Site at 
https://www.illinoisre
portcard.com/Default.
aspx

https://www.illinoisreportcard.com/Default.aspx
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How do I access the Illinois Data Tool? 

Click on “Login”
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How do I access the Illinois Data Tool? 

Log in to MyIRC. 
Credentials were 
established for 
directors as a part of 
the onboarding 
process for each grant. 
Click “Contact Us” if 
you need assistance 
with your credentials.
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Where can I access the Data Tool? 

The MyIRC Home 
Page. The Data Tool is 
the green one, and for 
most 21st CCLC users 
the only active tile that 
you can use.
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How do I access the Illinois Data Tool? 

This is the Data Tool’s 
main dashboard.  It 
has 5 components.
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Student Data

Student Data.
Provides student 
demographic data and 
standardized 
assessment results for 
any public school and 
many private school 
students you’ve added 
to your roster.
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Student Data

Provides student 
demographic data and 
standardized 
assessment results for 
any public school and 
many private school 
students you’ve added 
to your roster.
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Data Center

Data Center.
The portal for entering 
data into the Data Tool 
at the end of each 
grant term.
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Data Center

Roster data can be 
loaded all at once by 
uploading an excel file 
using the template 
provided on the site.  
Other grant data 
(staffing, etc.) can be 
hand entered through 
the data center.
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Data Center

Roster data can be 
loaded all at once by 
uploading an excel file 
using the template 
provided on the site.  
Other grant data 
(staffing, etc.) can be 
hand entered through 
the data center.
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Data Center

User guides are 
available by clicking on 
the Help link in the 
banner if you need 
assistance entering 
these data.
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Data Center

Some of these fields 
have data validation 
rules in place that 
mirror those in place 
with the federal 
system.  You may be 
warned that your data 
violates these rules 
and must be 
corrected.
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Data Center
When you’re done 
with data entry and 
confident that your 
numbers are final you 
complete the process 
by clicking on the 
“certify” button on the 
Data Center’s main 
page.  The icon will 
change to show your 
submission has been 
certified ready for 
federal submission.
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Grant Reports

Grant Reports.
Provides you various 
charts and tables that 
summarize data for 
each grant and the 
sites within it.
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21APR

21APR.
Your grant/site 
information as it is 
defined in 21APR, the 
federal reporting 
system.  Tables in this 
section reflect the data 
as they were or will be 
submitted to 21APR 
for the term you’re 
viewing.
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Message Center

The Message Center is 
updated to provide 
reminders of 
submission deadlines 
and pass on messages 
from the 21st CCLC 
administration team at 
ISBE.
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Help Center

Help Center.
User guides and 
Frequently Asked 
Questions to assist you 
in your use of the Data 
Tool.
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System Development Updates
• Data is now submitted automatically to the 

federal reporting system (21APR.)
• Grants using CitySpan for daily grant/site 

management can now have the data 
transferred from CitySpan’s system to the 
Illinois Data Tool without having to re-enter 
the data. The data must meet the federal 
validation rules to be automatically 
transferred. (Validation rule guides will soon 
be available in the help section of the Illinois 
Data Tool.)
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System Development Updates
• Certain navigation enhancements have been 

made within the system to allow you to move 
more seamlessly between sections of the site.

• Fields have been added for your submission of 
COVID impact statements that are filed with 
your grant’s federal reports.  These statements 
can detail the impact of COVID on your grant’s 
activities and help explain changes in various 
elements of the data your are reporting.
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Coming later in 2021
• More validation warnings will be added to the 

data center to provide you immediate and 
automatic feedback when your data violate 
federal rules.  Data will not be certifiable until 
they meet federal submission guidelines.

• Help guides detailing these validation rules 
will be added to the help section of the site.
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Coming later in 2021
• Event management features will allow you to 

collect all data required for federal submission 
within the system on a daily basis:
– Participation, Activities, Staffing, etc.

• We hope this will be an effective aid to grants 
currently not employing any data management 
system or using a package like Excel for grant data 
management.

• The Illinois Data Tool will automatically validate 
and store all data for grants using this feature of 
the tool, eliminating the need to enter data into 
the system at the end of each term.
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Questions?
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Thank you!

21st CCLC Production Team

Illinois Interactive Report Cards at NIU
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