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25.807 Additional Specifications Related to Professional Development Activities of 
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25.860 Reporting by and Audits of Providers  
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25.870 Continuing Education Units (CEUs) (Repealed) 

25.872 Special Provisions for Interactive, Electronically Delivered Continuing 

Professional Development (Repealed) 
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Section 

25.900 Applicability of Requirements in this Subpart (Repealed) 

25.905 Choices Available to Holders of Initial Certificates (Repealed) 

25.910 Requirements for Induction and Mentoring (Repealed) 

25.915 Requirements for Coursework on the Assessment of One's Own Performance 

(Repealed) 

25.920 Requirements for Coursework Related to the National Board for Professional 

Teaching Standards (NBPTS) (Repealed) 
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25.935 Additional Activities for Which CPDUs May Be Earned (Repealed) 

25.940 Examination (Repealed) 

25.942 Requirements for Additional Options (Repealed) 

25.945 Procedural Requirements (Repealed) 

 

25.APPENDIX A Statistical Test Equating – Licensure Testing System  

25.APPENDIX B Certificates Available Effective February 15, 2000 (Repealed) 

25.APPENDIX C Exchange of Certificates for Licenses (July 1, 2013) 

25.APPENDIX D Criteria for Identification of Teachers as "Highly Qualified" in Various 

Circumstances 

25.APPENDIX E Endorsement Structure Beginning July 1, 2013  

 

AUTHORITY:  Implementing Articles 21 and 21B and authorized by Section 2-3.6 of the 

School Code [105 ILCS 5]. 

 

SOURCE:  Rules and Regulations to Govern the Certification of Teachers adopted September 

15, 1977; amended at 4 Ill. Reg. 28, p. 336, effective July 16, 1982; amended at 7 Ill. Reg. 5429, 

effective April 11, 1983; codified at 8 Ill. Reg. 1441; amended at 9 Ill. Reg. 1046, effective 

January 16, 1985; amended at 10 Ill. Reg. 12578, effective July 8, 1986; amended at 10 Ill. Reg. 

15044, effective August 28, 1986; amended at 11 Ill. Reg. 12670, effective July 15, 1987; 

amended at 12 Ill. Reg. 3709, effective February 1, 1988; amended at 12 Ill. Reg. 16022, 

effective September 23, 1988; amended at 14 Ill. Reg. 1243, effective January 8, 1990; amended 

at 14 Ill. Reg. 17936, effective October 18, 1990; amended at 15 Ill. Reg. 17048, effective 

November 13, 1991; amended at 16 Ill. Reg. 18789, effective November 23, 1992; amended at 

19 Ill. Reg. 16826, effective December 11, 1995; amended at 21 Ill. Reg. 11536, effective 

August 1, 1997; emergency amendment at 22 Ill. Reg. 5097, effective February 27, 1998, for a 

maximum of 150 days; amended at 22 Ill. Reg. 11767, effective June 25, 1998; amended at 22 

Ill. Reg. 19745, effective October 30, 1998; amended at 23 Ill. Reg. 2843, effective February 26, 

1999; amended at 23 Ill. Reg. 7231, effective June 14, 1999; amended at 24 Ill. Reg. 7206, 

effective May 1, 2000; emergency amendments at 24 Ill. Reg. 9915, effective June 21, 2000, for 

a maximum of 150 days; amended at 24 Ill. Reg. 12930, effective August 14, 2000; peremptory 

amendment at 24 Ill. Reg. 16109, effective October 12, 2000; peremptory amendment suspended 

at 25 Ill. Reg. 3718, effective February 21, 2001; peremptory amendment repealed by joint 

resolution of the General Assembly, effective May 31, 2001; emergency amendments at 25 Ill. 

Reg. 9360, effective July 1, 2001, for a maximum of 150 days; emergency expired November 27, 

2001; emergency amendments at 25 Ill. Reg. 11935, effective August 31, 2001, for a maximum 

of 150 days; amended at 25 Ill. Reg. 16031, effective November 28, 2001; amended at 26 Ill. 

Reg. 348, effective January 1, 2002; amended at 26 Ill. Reg. 11867, effective July 19, 2002; 

amended at 26 Ill. Reg. 16167, effective October 21, 2002; amended at 27 Ill. Reg. 5744, 

effective March 21, 2003; amended at 27 Ill. Reg. 8071, effective April 28, 2003; emergency 
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amendments at 27 Ill. Reg. 10482, effective June 26, 2003, for a maximum of 150 days; 

amended at 27 Ill. Reg. 12523, effective July 21, 2003; amended at 27 Ill. Reg. 16412, effective 

October 20, 2003; emergency amendment at 28 Ill. Reg. 2451, effective January 23, 2004, for a 

maximum of 150 days; amended at 28 Ill. Reg. 8556, effective June 1, 2004; emergency 

amendments at 28 Ill. Reg. 12438, effective August 20, 2004, for a maximum of 150 days; 

emergency expired January 16, 2005; amended at 29 Ill. Reg. 1212, effective January 4, 2005; 

amended at 29 Ill. Reg. 10068, effective June 30, 2005; amended at 29 Ill. Reg. 12374, effective 

July 28, 2005; emergency amendment at 29 Ill. Reg. 14547, effective September 16, 2005, for a 

maximum of 150 days; amended at 29 Ill. Reg. 15831, effective October 3, 2005; amended at 30 

Ill. Reg. 1835, effective January 26, 2006; amended at 30 Ill. Reg. 2766, effective February 21, 

2006; amended at 30 Ill. Reg. 8494, effective April 21, 2006; amended at 31 Ill. Reg. 10645, 

effective July 16, 2007; amended at 32 Ill. Reg. 3413, effective February 22, 2008; amended at 

32 Ill. Reg. 13263, effective July 25, 2008; emergency amendment at 32 Ill. Reg. 18876, 

effective November 21, 2008, for a maximum of 150 days; amended at 33 Ill. Reg. 5462, 

effective March 24, 2009; amended at 34 Ill. Reg. 1582, effective January 12, 2010; amended at 

34 Ill. Reg. 15357, effective September 21, 2010; amended at 35 Ill. Reg. 4315, effective 

February 23, 2011; peremptory amendment at 35 Ill. Reg. 14663, effective August 22, 2011; 

amended at 35 Ill. Reg. 16755, effective September 29, 2011; amended at 36 Ill. Reg. 2191, 

effective January 24, 2012; amended at 36 Ill. Reg. 12455, effective July 23, 2012; emergency 

amendment at 36 Ill. Reg. 12903, effective July 24, 2012, for a maximum of 150 days; amended 

at 37 Ill. Reg. 199, effective December 19, 2012; amended at 37 Ill. Reg. 8379, effective June 

12, 2013; amended at 37 Ill. Reg. 16729, effective October 2, 2013; amended at 38 Ill. Reg. 

11261, effective May 6, 2014; amended at 38 Ill. Reg. 18933, effective September 8, 2014; 

amended at 38 Ill. Reg. 21788, effective November 3, 2014; amended at 39 Ill. Reg. 6649, 

effective April 27, 2015; amended at 39 Ill. Reg. 13722, effective October 5, 2015; amended at 

40 Ill. Reg. 4940, effective March 2, 2016; amended at 40 Ill. Reg. 12346, effective August 9, 

2016; amended at 41 Ill. Reg. 8813, effective June 28, 2017; emergency amendment at 41 Ill. 

Reg. 8949, effective June 28, 2017, for a maximum of 150 days; amended at 41 Ill. Reg. 14075, 

effective November 3, 2017; amended at 42 Ill. Reg. 8830, effective May 21, 2018; amended at 

43 Ill. Reg. 14806, effective December 4, 2019; emergency amendment at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, 

effective ____________, for a maximum of 150 days. 

 

SUBPART B:  LICENSES  

 

Section 25.25  Requirements for the Professional Educator License  

EMERGENCY 

 

The requirements of this Section shall apply to the issuance of professional educator licenses. All 

professional education and content-area coursework that forms part of an application for 

licensure, endorsement or approval submitted under this Part must have been passed with a grade 
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no lower than "C-" or equivalent in order to be counted towards fulfillment of the applicable 

requirements. For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction pursuant to 

Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the duration of the Gubernatorial 

Disaster Proclamations, Illinois educator preparation providers shall be exempt from the "C-" or 

higher provision when entitling candidates for licensure. 

 

a) Each applicant shall: 

 

1) hold a bachelor's degree; and 

 

2) one of the following: 

 

A) have completed an approved Illinois educator preparation program 

for the type of endorsement (i.e., teaching, administrative or school 

support personnel) sought on the professional educator license (see 

Subpart C). (Thirty-two semester hours in the endorsement area 

sought is required for teaching endorsements.)  Each applicant 

must complete coursework addressing: 

 

i) the psychology of, the identification of, and the methods of 

instruction for the exceptional child, including without 

limitation the learning disabled (Section 21B-20(1) of the 

School Code [105 ILCS 5]), which shall focus on the 

characteristics and methods of instruction for cross-

categorical special education students so that all teachers:  

 

● understand the impact that disabilities have on the 

cognitive, physical, emotional, social and 

communication development of an individual and 

provide opportunities that support the intellectual, 

social and personal development of all students; 

 

● understand how students differ in their approaches 

to learning and create instructional opportunities 

that are adapted to diverse learners; and 

 

● understand instructional planning and design 

instruction based on knowledge of the discipline, 

students, community and curriculum goal; 
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ii) methods of reading and reading in the content area 

(Section 21B-20(1) of the School Code), which for teachers 

and administrators shall address each of the following 

standards: 

 

● varied instructional approaches used before, during, 

and after reading, including those that develop word 

knowledge, vocabulary, comprehension, fluency 

and strategy used in the content areas; 

 

● the construction of meaning through the interactions 

of the reader's background knowledge and 

experiences, the information in the text and the 

purpose of the reading situation; 

 

● communication theory, language development and 

the role of language in learning; 

 

● the relationships among reading, writing and oral 

communication and understanding how to integrate 

these components to increase content learning; 

 

● the design, selection, modification and evaluation of 

a wide range of materials for the content areas and 

the reading needs of the student; 

 

● variety of formal and informal assessments to 

recognize and address the reading, writing and oral 

communication needs of each student; and 

 

● varied instructional approaches that develop word 

knowledge, vocabulary, comprehension, fluency 

and strategy use in the content areas;  

 

iii) methods of reading and reading in the content area 

(Section 21B-20(1) of the School Code), which for school 

support personnel shall address each of the following 

standards: 
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● understands how students acquire reading 

competency; 

 

● understands reading deficits and reading levels, and 

how they contribute to a student's ability to succeed 

in kindergarten through grade 12; 

 

● understands the correlation of behavior and 

classroom culture (discipline, management, control, 

influence on engagement) on reading development 

and reading acquisition; and 

 

● uses the skills and strategies specific to their school 

support personnel specialty to support or enhance 

reading skill development, as applicable; and  

 

iv) complete a program satisfaction survey on the State Board 

of Education's Educator Licensure Information System 

(ELIS) before receiving his or her professional educator 

license; or 

 

B) pursuant to Section 21B-35 of the School Code, hold a valid, 

comparable certificate or license in another state or country, or 

have completed a comparable teaching or administrative 

preparation program in another state or country (see Section 

25.425 of this Part), including:  

 

i) coursework in the methods of instruction of the exceptional 

child (Section 21B-35(a)(3) of the School Code) in cross-

categorical special education that meets the requirements of 

subsection (a)(1)(A);  

 

ii) coursework in methods of reading and reading in the 

content area (Section 21B-35(a)(4) of the School Code) 

that meets the requirements of subsection (a)(1)(B); and  

 

iii) coursework in instructional strategies for English language 

learners (Section 21B-34(a)(5) of the School Code), which 

shall address bilingual education, English as a Second 

Language or English as a New Language methods; or 
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3) pursuant to Section 21B-35 of the School Code, hold a valid, comparable 

certificate or license in another state or country, or have completed a 

comparable school support personnel preparation program in another state 

or country (see Section 25.425), including college coursework in: 

 

A) the methods of instruction of the exceptional child (Section 21B-

35(a)(3) of the School Code) in cross-categorical special 

education, which shall meet the requirements outlined in 

subsection (a)(1)(A);  

 

B) the methods of reading and reading in the content area (Section 

21B-35(a)(4) of the School Code), which shall meet the 

requirements outlined in subsection (a)(1)(C); and 

 

C) instructional strategies for English language learners (Section 

21B-35(a)(5) of the School Code), which shall align to standards 

for addressing second language acquisition and the diverse learner 

set forth in the Standards for the Speech-Language Pathologist (23 

Ill. Adm. Code 28.230) or, for other school support personnel, the 

applicable standards in 23 Ill. Adm. Code 23 (Standards for School 

Support Personnel Endorsements). 

 

b) Each applicant for a professional educator license endorsed in a teaching field 

shall have completed student teaching in conformance with the requirements of 

Section 25.620, except in the following circumstances: 

 

1) Applicants awarded credit in student teaching on a transcript issued by a 

regionally accredited institution of higher education need not complete 

another student teaching experience.  

 

2) One full year's teaching experience on a valid certificate or license in the 

public schools shall be accepted in lieu of student teaching. 

 

3) Applicants holding a bachelor's degree and a valid, comparable certificate 

or license from another state or country do not need to provide evidence of 

student teaching. 

 

4) For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction 

pursuant Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the 
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duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, applicants who have 

completed all other preparation program requirements, excluding the 

Teacher Performance Assessment, do not need to provide evidence of 

student teaching. 

 

c) For the purposes of this Part: 

 

1) a "valid, comparable certificate or license" means a current (not expired) 

certificate or license endorsed in the specific content area and grade levels 

for which Illinois licensure is sought that is equivalent to an Illinois 

professional educator license; and 

 

2) "one full year's teaching experience" means the equivalent of two 

semesters of scheduled full-time teaching, which may, however, be 

accumulated in any combination of increments.  That is, it need not be 

accumulated through full-time teaching. 

 

d) Evidence of teaching experience, as may be required under this Part, may be 

satisfied in one of the following ways: 

 

1) For teachers employed in Illinois public schools, verification of the 

teacher's experience obtained from ELIS may be used. 

 

2) The chief administrator or other designated official of the employing 

school district or nonpublic school (or other employing entity, if 

applicable to the holder of a professional educator license endorsed for 

early childhood; also see subsection (d)(4)) may submit a letter 

documenting the nature and duration of the applicant's teaching. 

 

3) A letter signed by an official of the state education agency in another state 

may be substituted for an employer's letter when the latter cannot be 

secured. 

 

4) Early childhood teaching experience shall be understood as contributing to 

the fulfillment of this requirement if gained in a position for which a 

professional educator license endorsed for early childhood was required 

pursuant to the rules of the State Board of Education at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 

235 (Early Childhood Block Grant). 
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5) Experience gained while teaching in a home school shall not be applicable 

to the fulfillment of this requirement. 

 

e) Applicant for a Professional Educator License Endorsed in Administrative or 

School Support Personnel Field 

 

1) Each applicant for a professional educator license endorsed in an 

administrative or school support personnel field shall meet the applicable 

requirements of Subpart D or E, respectively. 

 

2) For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction 

pursuant to Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the 

duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, applicants who have 

completed all other preparation program requirements do not need to 

provide evidence of any required internships, contact hours, clock hours, 

supervised field experience hours, clock hours of supervised school-based 

professional experience, or practicum hours. 

 

f) The professional educator license shall be endorsed in accordance with this Part. 

 

g) Each applicant shall be required to pass the tests required for the professional 

educator license as specified in Section 21B-30 of the School Code and Section 

25.720 of this Part. A teaching candidate is not required to pass a teacher 

performance assessment under Section 21B-30(f) of the School Code for the 

duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction pursuant to 

Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the duration of the 

Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations. 

 

h) If a candidate has completed all of the requirements for an Illinois-approved 

educator preparation program at an Illinois institution of higher education as listed 

in subsection (h)(1), but has not successfully passed a teacher performance 

assessment (TPA), the candidate may be entitled for an educator license with 

stipulations endorsed for a provisional in-State educator by the institution where 

the program was completed.  

 

1) The candidate must have: 

 

A) at least a bachelor's degree; 
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B) completed all components of an approved educator preparation 

program, excluding passing the TPA; 

 

C) passed a test of basic skills and applicable content test, as required 

by Section 21B-30 of the School Code; and 

 

D) attempted a TPA and received a minimum score on that 

assessment, as established by the State Board in consultation with 

the State Educator Preparation and Licensure Board. 

 

2) The provisional in-State educator endorsement on an educator license with 

stipulations is valid for one full fiscal year after the date of issuance and 

may not be renewed. 

 

(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

Section 25.37  Acquisition of Subsequent Endorsements on a Professional Educator License  

EMERGENCY 

 

The provisions of this Section shall apply when an individual who already holds a professional 

educator license with one or more teaching endorsements wishes to receive an additional 

endorsement in a teaching field or a grade level. 

 

a) The individual who wishes to add subsequent content area endorsements or grade 

levels to a professional educator license shall meet the applicable requirements of 

this Part specific to the content area of the endorsement sought and provide 

evidence of having passed the applicable content-area test required under Section 

25.720.  

 

b) A candidate not meeting the criteria of subsection (a) who wishes to receive 

subsequent content area endorsement in an area of special education (i.e., 

LearningLearining Behavior Specialist I, Learning Behavior Specialist II, Deaf or 

Hard of Hearing, Blind or Visually Impaired, or Early Childhood Special 

Education), reading specialist, or gifted education specialist shall submit his or 

her official transcripts and evidence of teaching experience to an Illinois 

institution of higher education operating a program approved pursuant to Subpart 

C that prepares candidates for the endorsement sought. 
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1) The institution may, at its discretion, compare the coursework and clinical 

experiences already completed by the applicant to the standards for the 

endorsement sought and, based on this comparison, may identify for the 

candidate a "focused program" consisting of coursework and experiences 

that he or she must complete in order to meet those standards. 

 

A) In formulating this type of program, the institution shall ensure that 

the candidate has broad and deep knowledge of the subject matter, 

develops the knowledge and skills that are needed to work with 

students in the age and grade ranges encompassed by the 

endorsement sought, and is knowledgeable about pedagogical 

approaches that are suitable for that age group. 

 

B) The institution may revise an individual's focused program to 

include additional or fewer components as it may deem appropriate 

based upon the results of internal performance assessments that 

form part of the institution's assessment system (see Section 

25.120) or other assessments that are directly related to the 

standards for the endorsement sought. 

 

C) Each institution shall make available a description of the method to 

be used by the educational unit in assessing the degree to which the 

work previously completed by candidates for focused programs 

has addressed relevant standards and in identifying the coursework 

and experiences these candidates will be required to complete in 

order to qualify for subsequent endorsements.  An institution that 

uniformly requires all candidates seeking subsequent teaching 

endorsements to complete certain coursework or field experiences, 

or to complete a full program without acknowledgment of prior 

courses or experiences, shall publish and make available a written 

statement to this effect, describing those requirements. 

 

2) A candidate who completes a focused program shall be considered as 

having completed the institution's approved program for the endorsement 

sought and shall be eligible to be recommended for the endorsement by 

entitlement, signifying that the candidate has met all applicable standards. 

 

3) The requirements of this subsection (b) do not apply to a candidate who 

has received an elementary education endorsement issued pursuant to 

Section 25.97 and who wishes to receive a middle grades endorsement 



 ILLINOIS REGISTER  

 

ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

NOTICE OF EMERGENCY AMENDMENTS 

 

issued pursuant to 23 Ill. Adm. Code 1.720(b), provided he or she meets 

the relevant requirements on or before January 31, 2018. 

 

c) An individual not meeting the criteria of subsection (a) or (b) may provide 

evidence of holding a valid, comparable out-of-state license in the endorsement 

area and grade range sought. 

 

d) An individual who holds a professional educator license endorsed in a school 

support personnel area listed in Subpart D or any of the administrative positions 

outlined in Subpart E and who wishes to obtain a teaching endorsement shall meet 

the requirements of Section 25.100(e)(2)(C). 

 

e) For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction pursuant to 

Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the duration of the 

Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, a candidate who has completed the 

required coursework for an endorsement, but who has not yet passed the required 

content test or completed requisite field experiences, may be issued a short-term 

approval in accordance with Section 25.430.  

 

(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

Section 25.92  Endorsement for Visiting International Educator 

EMERGENCY 

 

The procedure and requirements described in this Section shall apply when Illinois school 

districts conduct formal recruitment programs outside the United States to secure the services of 

qualified teachers. 

 

a) The school district that is seeking to recruit teachers shall enter into a written 

agreement with the State Board of Education regarding its recruitment program, 

shall provide assurances as the State Board may require regarding compliance 

with applicable procedures, training of representatives, and support for candidates 

employed under the program.  In accordance with Section 21B-20(2)(I) of the 

School Code [105 ILCS 5/21B-20(2)(I)], the school district also shall be 

responsible for preliminary verification that each candidate: 

 

1) holds the equivalent of a minimum of a bachelor's degree issued in the 

United States; 

 



 ILLINOIS REGISTER  

 

ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

NOTICE OF EMERGENCY AMENDMENTS 

 

2) has been prepared as a teacher at the grade level for which he or she will 

be employed; 

 

3) has adequate content knowledge in the subject matter to be taught; and 

 

4) has an adequate command of the English language. 

 

b) A representative of the recruiting school district shall review the equivalence of 

each candidate's degree to a bachelor's degree earned in the United States, the 

concentration of the candidate's coursework in the area of potential teaching 

assignment, and the grade levels for which the candidate has been prepared, using 

reports of foreign educational systems furnished by the National Association of 

Foreign Student Affairs (AFSA) and the American Association of Collegiate 

Registrars and Admissions Officers (AACRAO). 

 

c) A representative of the recruiting school district who has been trained by the State 

Board of Education or its designee in the use of the required instruments shall: 

 

1) Required Tests 

 

A1) administer the Nelson-Denny Reading TestTM published by 

Riverside Publishing, 3800 Golf Road, Suite 200, Rolling 

Meadows IL 60008 and available at 

http://www.riversidepublishing.com/about/ to evaluate each 

candidate's English-language vocabulary and reading 

comprehension against a passing score expressed as the grade-level 

equivalent of 10.7; and  

 

B2) administer the Oral Proficiency Interview described in "ACTFL 

Proficiency Guidelines 2012 – Speaking" (2012), published by the 

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages 

(ACTFL), 1001 North Fairfax Street, Suite 200, Alexandria VA  

22314 and posted at http://actflproficiencyguidelines2012.org/ (no 

later amendments to or editions of these standards are 

incorporated) and evaluate the candidate's oral English-language 

proficiency against a minimum passing score of 2+ (Advanced 

High) on the rating rubric of the ACTFL. 

 

2) For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction 

pursuant to Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the 
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duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, the tests identified 

under subsections (c)(1)(A) and (B) shall not be required for individuals 

who have met all other licensure requirements and are issued the Visiting 

International Educator endorsement.   

 

d) The recruiting school district shall provide a report to the State Board of 

Education outlining the district's conclusions regarding each candidate whose 

eligibility it considers to have been verified.  This report shall provide or 

summarize at least: 

 

1) the information that has led the district to conclude that the individual's 

degree should be considered the equivalent of a bachelor's degree earned 

in the United States; 

 

2) how the district has identified the grade levels for which the individual has 

been prepared; 

 

3) the information that has led the district to conclude that the coursework 

completed by the individual is at least comparable to a major in the field 

of specialization and that the individual has passed a test that provides 

evidence of subject-matter competency; and 

 

4) the scores achieved by the candidate on the Nelson-Denny Reading TestTM 

and the Oral Proficiency Interview, except as otherwise provided in 

subsection (c). 

 

e) Either the recruiting district or the candidate shall furnish to one of the evaluation 

services identified in Section 25.425(f) of this Part the candidate's university 

transcript, his or her diploma reflecting the degree granted, and his or her results 

from the comprehensive terminal examination or the periodic formal 

examinations required by the university where he or she completed teacher 

preparation, as applicable, along with translations of all these materials into 

English. 

 

f) The recruiting school district shall review and analyze the procedures that exist in 

the country where recruitment is being conducted for ascertaining individuals' 

criminal history.  The district shall provide the State Board of Education with a 

description of those procedures and shall affirm: 
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1) that the procedures have, to the district representative's knowledge, been 

performed with respect to each potential candidate; and 

 

2) that each potential candidate is of good character, as defined in Section 

21B-15 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21B-15]; and 

 

3) that no candidate recommended by the district as potentially eligible to 

teach in Illinois would be disqualified under Section 10-21.9(c) of the 

School Code. 

 

g) Upon receipt of the information and documents identified in subsections (d) and 

(f) of this Section, confirmation of the individual's eligibility from the evaluation 

service to which credentials were submitted under subsection (e) of this Section, 

and an application for the educator license with stipulations endorsed for visiting 

international educator from the individual, accompanied by the fee required by 

Section 21B-40 of the School Code, the State Board of Education shall issue an 

educator license with stipulations endorsed for visiting international educator in 

the content-area, grade levels, bilingual language and foreign language the 

individual is qualified to teach.  He or she shall not be required to pass any test 

that forms part of the Illinois Licensure Testing System (see Subpart I of this Part) 

in order to qualify for this license.  An individual with an educator license with 

stipulations endorsed for visiting international educator may teach his or her 

native language even if he or she was not prepared as a teacher of that language, 

provided that it was the language of instruction in the program completed. 

 

h) The educator license with stipulations endorsed for visiting international educator 

shall be valid until June 30 immediately following three years after the 

endorsement being issued and shall not be renewable.  The licensee shall pay the 

fee required by Section 21B-40 of the School Code to register the license with the 

regional superintendent in the region where the teaching will be done. 

 

i) A holder of an educator license with stipulations endorsed for visiting 

international educator shall be permitted to teach in bilingual education programs 

in the language that was the medium of instruction in his or her teacher 

preparation program, provided that he or she passes the English Language 

Proficiency Test (see Section 25.710 of this Part) or another test of writing skill in 

English if identified by the State Board of Education in consultation with the State 

Educator Preparation and Licensure Board. 
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(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

Section 25.100  Teaching Endorsements on the Professional Educator License  

EMERGENCY 

 

Beginning July 1, 2013, the structure of teaching endorsements available on the Illinois 

professional educator license is changed.  Appendix E provides a list of the available 

endorsements and shows for each endorsement the related endorsements that were previously 

issued. Any semester hours of credit presented toward fulfillment of the requirements of this 

Section shall be posted on the candidate's official transcript and may be taken in on-line or 

electronically-mediated courses, provided that college credit is provided for the coursework by a 

regionally accredited institution of higher education.  All professional education and content-area 

coursework that forms part of an application for licensure, endorsement or approval that is 

received on or after February 1, 2012, must have been passed with a grade no lower than "C-" or 

equivalent and be posted on the individual's official transcript in order to be counted towards 

fulfillment of the applicable requirements.  For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-

person instruction pursuant to Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the 

duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, Illinois educator preparation providers 

shall be exempt from the "C-" or higher provisions when entitling candidates for licensure.  

 

a) Content-specific endorsements (e.g., science − biology, social science − 

economics) shall be required in conjunction with some endorsements, as shown in 

Appendix E.  Except in the case of world language, a licensee shall be authorized 

to teach all the subjects encompassed by a particular endorsement, regardless of 

the content-specific endorsement or endorsements received in conjunction with 

that endorsement.  However, a licensee may not teach honors courses, as these are 

defined by the employing district, or Advanced Placement courses in a subject for 

which he or she does not hold the content-specific endorsement.  For example, a 

secondary science teacher with a content-specific endorsement for science − 

biology may not teach honors physics or chemistry unless he or she holds a 

content-specific endorsement in science − physics or science − chemistry. 

 

b) The provisions of subsection (a) do not apply to endorsements in a particular 

content area available prior to July 1, 2004 that were not exchanged for the 

endorsement currently available.  Individuals holding these endorsements shall 

teach only the specific content encompassed by the endorsement issued.  For 

instance, an individual who holds an endorsement in biology (rather than 

"sciences" with a content-area endorsement in science − biology) shall teach only 

biology and no other science content.  An individual who wishes to teach other 
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subjects in the same field or grade levels shall be required to apply for the 

relevant new endorsement in keeping with Section 21B-40 of the School Code 

[105 ILCS 5] and meet the applicable requirements of this Section. 

 

c) Endorsements at Time of Issuance of the Professional Educator License 

 

1) Pursuant to Section 21B-25 of the School Code, each professional 

educator license shall be specifically endorsed by the State Board of 

Education for each content area and grade-level range for which the 

holder of the license is qualified to teach and for which application has 

been made. 

 

2) The professional educator license issued shall be endorsed in keeping with 

the program completed and the related content-area test passed by the 

candidate and for any other subject in which the individual: 

 

A) meets the requirements of subsection (d), (f), (g), (h), (i), (j) or (k); 

or 

 

B) has accumulated 18 semester hours of college credit demonstrably 

related to the subject area, either as a subset of an approved 

program at an Illinois institution or from one or more regionally 

accredited institutions of higher education and has passed the 

applicable content-area test. 

 

d) Certain endorsements or content-specific endorsements listed in Appendix E have 

no corresponding content-area test (see Section 25.710).  The provisions of this 

subsection (d) shall apply to the issuance of these endorsements and 

content-specific endorsements. 

 

1) For an applicant who is receiving an Illinois professional educator license 

endorsed for a teaching field, the institution that offered the approved 

program completed by the applicant shall indicate that the applicant has 

met the standards applicable to the endorsement or the particular 

content-specific endorsement, except that the requirements of subsection 

(h) shall apply to the issuance of endorsements in safety and driver 

education beginning with applications received on or after February 1, 

2012. 
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2) An applicant prepared out of state, or an applicant who is already licensed 

in Illinois and is seeking to add a new endorsement or a content-specific 

endorsement in one of these subjects, other than an endorsement in safety 

and driver education, shall present evidence of completion of 18 semester 

hours of coursework (subject to further limitations as set forth in this 

Section) in the area covered by the endorsement or content-specific 

endorsement sought. 

 

3) An applicant prepared out of state or an applicant who is already licensed 

in Illinois and is seeking to add a new endorsement in safety and driver 

education shall be subject to the requirements set forth in subsection (h). 

 

e) Addition of Endorsements to Currently Held Professional Educator Licenses 

An individual who holds a valid professional educator license shall apply for 

additional endorsements using the Educator Licensure Information System (ELIS) 

and pay the fee required under Section 21B-40 of the School Code. 

 

1) When an applicant qualifies for an endorsement, its issuance shall be 

reflected on ELIS. 

 

2) An endorsement will be issued for any subject in which the individual: 

 

A) holds a valid professional educator license with an early childhood, 

elementary, middle grades, secondary, or special teaching 

endorsement and meets the requirements of subsection (d), (f), (g), 

or (h); or 

 

B) for other content areas not referenced in subsection (e)(2)(A), 

holds a valid professional educator license with an early childhood, 

elementary, middle grades, secondary, or special teaching 

endorsement and: 

 

i) has accumulated 18 semester hours of college credit 

demonstrably related to the subject area, from one or more 

regionally accredited institutions of higher education; and 

 

ii) has passed the applicable content-area test. 
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C) An individual who holds a professional educator license endorsed 

for an area outside of teaching shall receive any of the teaching 

endorsements identified in this Part by: 

 

i) passing the tests required by Section 25.720;  

 

ii) completing a State-approved program in the subject area 

sought or a comparable program, as defined in Section 

25.425(a), offered out of state; 

 

iii) completing a student teaching experience that meets the 

requirements of Section 25.620; and 

 

iv) completing applicable subject area requirements outlined in 

this Section. 

 

f) Special provisions shall apply to the issuance of endorsements for reading 

teachers and reading specialists. A reading teacher is a teacher whose assignment 

involves teaching reading to students. A reading specialist is a teacher whose 

assignment involves the provision of technical assistance and/or professional 

development to other teachers and may also include teaching reading to students. 

 

1) Reading Teacher 

This endorsement shall not be issued alone as an individual's first teaching 

credential. An individual who holds an Illinois professional educator 

license and who receives an endorsement for some teaching field other 

than reading shall be eligible to receive this additional endorsement on 

that license when he or she presents evidence of: 

 

A) having passed the applicable content-area test (i.e., reading teacher 

or reading specialist) required by Section 25.720; or 

 

B) having completed 18 semester hours of graduate or undergraduate 

coursework in reading (as posted on the individual's official 

transcript), including a practicum, at one or more regionally 

accredited institutions of higher education, provided that all the 

following areas were addressed: 

 

i) foundations of reading; 
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ii) content-area reading; 

 

iii) assessment and diagnosis of reading problems; 

 

iv) developmental and remedial reading instruction, support, 

materials and resources; and 

 

v) literature appropriate to students across all grade ranges. 

 

2) Reading Specialist 

 

A) Each candidate for the reading specialist endorsement shall present 

evidence of two years of teaching experience either on an educator 

license in an Illinois school or on a comparable out-of-state 

certificate or license valid for teaching at any of the grade levels of 

early childhood, elementary, middle, secondary or special K-12.  

Each candidate shall be eligible to receive the reading specialist 

endorsement on the professional educator license when he or she 

presents evidence of having completed the teaching experience 

required under this subsection (f)(2)(A). 

 

B) Each candidate shall hold a master's degree or higher awarded by a 

regionally accredited institution of higher education. 

 

C) Each candidate shall have completed a K-12 reading specialist 

preparation program approved pursuant to Subpart C, or a 

comparable program, as defined in Section 25.425(a), offered out 

of state, that includes clinical experiences with five or more 

students at both the elementary (i.e., kindergarten through grade 8) 

and secondary levels and leads to the issuance of a master's or 

higher degree, provided that a person who holds one master's 

degree shall not be required to obtain a second one.  For purposes 

of the clinical experiences, a candidate shall work with at least one 

student enrolled in elementary grades and at least one student 

enrolled in secondary grades and may work with students one on 

one or in a group.  Each candidate shall have been recommended 

for the endorsement by the institution offering the program. 
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D) Each candidate for a professional educator license endorsed for 

reading specialist shall meet the requirements set forth in Section 

25.25. 

 

g) Requirements for Early Childhood, Elementary, Middle Grades and Bilingual 

Education 

 

1) The requirements of Section 25.97, rather than the requirements of this 

Section, shall apply to credentials and assignments in the elementary 

grades.  

 

2) The requirements of Section 25.99, rather than the requirements of this 

Section, shall apply to credentials and assignments in the middle grades, 

except that Section 25.99 shall be read in conjunction with this Section 

with respect to reading teacher, reading specialist, gifted education 

teacher, gifted education specialist, and library information specialist 

assignments in the middle grades. 

 

3) The requirements of 23 Ill. Adm. Code 1.780, 1.781 and 1.782, rather than 

the requirements of this Section, shall apply to credentials and 

assignments in the areas of bilingual education and English as a Second 

Language. 

 

4) The requirements of Section 25.96, rather than the requirements of this 

Section, shall apply to credentials and assignments in early childhood 

education. 

 

h) An endorsement in safety and driver education shall be issued when the applicant 

provides evidence of having completed 18 semester hours of college credit in the 

field, distributed as follows: 

 

1) 3 semester hours in injury prevention or general safety; 

 

2) 9 semester hours in driver education that include: 

 

A) Driving task analysis (introduction to driver education); 

 

B) Teaching driver education in the classroom; 
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C) Teaching the laboratory portion of the driver education course, 

including on-street teaching under the supervision of a qualified 

driver education teacher, advanced driver education, and 

emergency evasive driving maneuvers; and 

 

3) 6 semester hours chosen from at least two of the following areas:  

 

A) First aid; 

 

B) Psychology of adolescents or young adults; 

 

C) Any safety-related issue relevant to driver education; 

 

D) Advanced driver education in the use of simulation and multiple 

car programs; 

 

E) Health and wellness; 

 

F) Care and prevention of injuries; 

 

G) Issues related to alcohol or drug abuse; or 

 

H) Driver education for students with disabilities. 

 

i) Special provisions shall apply to the issuance of endorsements for gifted 

education teachers and gifted education specialists. A gifted education teacher is a 

teacher whose assignment involves teaching gifted students. A gifted education 

specialist is a teacher whose assignment involves the provision of technical 

assistance and/or professional development to other teachers and may also include 

teaching gifted students. 

 

1) Gifted Education Teacher 

This endorsement shall not be issued alone as an individual's first teaching 

credential.  An individual who holds an Illinois professional educator 

license endorsed at any of the grade levels of early childhood, elementary, 

middle, or secondary, or for special teaching, shall be eligible to receive 

this additional endorsement on that license when he or she presents 

evidence of: 
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A) having passed the applicable content-area test required by Section 

25.720; and 

 

B) having completed 18 semester hours of undergraduate or graduate 

coursework in gifted education (as posted on the individual's 

official transcript), including a practicum, at one or more 

regionally accredited institutions of higher education, provided that 

all the following areas were addressed: 

 

i) characteristics of the field of gifted education as it pertains 

to gifted children, including their cognitive, creative and 

affective development; 

 

ii) the wide range of ways in which a child is gifted; issues 

and practices in identifying and serving gifted children; and 

the manner in which assessment data shape decisions about 

identification, learning progress and outcomes; and 

 

iii) theoretical and research-based data necessary for the 

development of programs, curriculum and instructional 

sequences for gifted children, especially those serving 

gifted students from diverse populations.  

 

2) Gifted Education Specialist 

Each candidate for the gifted education specialist endorsement shall hold a 

professional educator license endorsed at any of the grade levels of early 

childhood, elementary, middle or secondary, or for special, and have at 

least two years of teaching experience on that license, or on a comparable 

out-of-state certificate or license, involving the education of gifted 

students. 

 

A) Each candidate shall hold a master's degree or higher degree 

awarded by a regionally accredited institution of higher education. 

 

B) Each candidate shall have completed a gifted education specialist 

preparation program for prekindergarten through grade 12 

approved pursuant to Subpart C, or a comparable program, as 

defined in Section 25.425(a), offered out of state, that aligns to the 

standards set forth at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 27.495 (Gifted Education 

Specialist).  The program shall include clinical experiences with 
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five or more students in both prekindergarten through grade 8 and 

grades 9 through 12 and lead to the issuance of a master's or higher 

degree, provided that a person who holds one master's degree shall 

not be required to obtain a second one. For purposes of the clinical 

experiences, a candidate shall work with at least one student 

enrolled in prekindergarten through grade 8 and at least one 

student enrolled in grades 9 through 12 and may work with a 

student one on one or in a group. The clinical experience shall also 

include coaching or mentoring one or more teachers on the topic of 

gifted education.  Each candidate shall have been entitled for the 

endorsement by the institution offering the program.  

 

C) Each candidate shall be required to pass the content-area test for 

gifted education specialist. 

 

D) An individual who qualifies for the gifted education specialist 

endorsement may receive the endorsement on his or her 

professional educator license for assignment in any of 

prekindergarten through grade 12. 

 

j) Each individual, who is first assigned to teach a particular subject on or after July 

1, 2004 based on completion of the minimum requirements for college 

coursework in that subject that are set forth at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 1.737(b), 

1.745(b)(3), or 1.755(c), as applicable, but who has not met the requirements of 

this Section for an endorsement in that subject area, shall have three years after 

the date of first assignment to meet those requirements and receive the relevant 

endorsement.  An individual who does not do so shall become ineligible to teach 

the subject in question in any subsequent semester, unless he or she later receives 

the endorsement. 

 

(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

SUBPART D:  SCHOOL SUPPORT PERSONNEL 

 

Section 25.215  Endorsement for School Social Workers 

EMERGENCY 

 

a) Each candidate for the school support personnel endorsement for school social 

worker shall hold a master's or higher degree in social work with a specialization 
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in school social work awarded by a graduate school of social work accredited by 

the Council on Social Work Education. 

 

b) Each candidate shall have completed an Illinois program approved for the 

preparation of school social workers pursuant to Subpart C or a comparable 

approved program in another state or country or hold a comparable certificate or 

license issued by another state or country (see Section 25.425). 

 

c) Each candidate shall have completed both a supervised field experience of at least 

400 contact hours, supervised by a field instructor holding a master's or higher 

degree in social work, and a school social work internship of at least 600 contact 

hours in a school setting or have one year of professional experience as a school 

social worker on a valid, comparable out-of-state school social work certificate or 

license that allows the holder to work as a school social worker in that state's 

public schools, or an Illinois educator license with stipulations for provisional 

educator with a school support personnel endorsement for school social worker.  

Any candidate who was unable to complete the total contact hours required by 

this subsection as a result of the suspension of in-person instruction, for the 

duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction pursuant to 

Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the duration of the 

Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, shall be deemed to have completed the 

supervised field or internship experience. 

 

d) Each candidate shall be required to pass the applicable content-area test (see 

Section 25.710), as well as the test of basic skills, subject to the provisions of 

Section 25.720 and the timeline for the passage of each test set forth in Section 

21B-30 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5].  (See also 23 Ill. Adm. Code 23.140.)  

Any candidate who is unable to complete a content-area test under Section 21B-

30(d) of the School Code during the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations shall 

receive a short-term approval pursuant to Section 25.432(a). 

 

(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

Section 25.225  Endorsement for School Counselors 

EMERGENCY 

 

a) Each applicant for the school support personnel endorsement for school counselor 

shall hold a master's or higher degree awarded by a regionally accredited 

institution of higher education in school counseling.   
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b) Each applicant shall have completed an Illinois program approved for the 

preparation of school counselors pursuant to Subpart C or a comparable approved 

program in another state or country or hold a comparable certificate or license 

issued by another state or country (see Section 25.425). 

 

c) Practicum and Internship 

 

1) Practicum 

Each candidate shall have completed a supervised counseling practicum of 

at least 100 clock hours that provided interaction with individuals and 

groups of school age and included at least 40 hours of direct service work.  

Except as provided in subsection (e), each applicant shall have completed 

a structured and supervised internship that is part of an approved program. 

 

21) Internship 

 

A) The internship shall be of a length that is determined by the 

approved program to be adequate to enable candidates to meet the 

standards set forth at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 23.110 but shall entail at 

least 600 hours and last no less than one semester, during which 

the candidate shall engage in the performance of various aspects of 

the counseling role and shall be gradually introduced to the full 

range of responsibilities associated with that role.  However, the 

internship for an individual with at least two years of teaching 

experience may, at the discretion of the institution offering the 

approved program, consist of no fewer than 400 hours.  In each 

case at least 240 hours of the internship shall involve direct service 

work with individuals and groups of school age. 

 

B2) The internship shall pertain tooccur in a school setting except that, 

at the discretion of the institution, a maximum of one-third of the 

hours required may be credited for experiences in other related 

settings such as hospitals or day care settings that, in the judgment 

of the institution, expose the candidate to the needs of school-aged 

children and prepare the candidate to function as a school 

counselor. 

 

3) For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction 

pursuant to Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the 
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duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, a candidate who was 

unable to complete the total hours and direct service work required by 

subsections (c)(1) and (2) as a result of the suspension of in-person 

instruction shall be deemed to have completed the required hours and 

direct service work. 

 

d) Except as provided in subsections (e) and (f), each applicant shall either: 

 

1) hold or be qualified to hold a professional educator license endorsed for 

teaching; or 

 

2) have completed, as part of an approved program, coursework addressing: 

 

A) the structure, organization and operation of the educational system, 

with emphasis on P-12 schools; 

 

B) the growth and development of children and youth, and their 

implications for counseling in schools; 

 

C) the diversity of Illinois students and the laws and programs that 

have been designed to meet their unique needs; and 

 

D) effective management of the classroom and the learning process. 

 

e) An applicant who holds another state's certificate or license in school counseling 

shall not be subject to the requirements of subsection (c) or subsection (d) if he or 

she presents evidence of at least one year of full-time experience as a school 

counselor on a valid, comparable out-of-state school counseling certificate or 

license that allows the holder to work as a school counselor in that state's public 

schools or on an Illinois educator license with stipulations endorsed for 

provisional educator with a school support personnel endorsement for school 

counselor. 

 

f) An applicant who has completed an approved school counseling program in 

another state that includes an internship meeting the requirements of subsection 

(c) shall not be subject to the requirements of subsection (d). 

 

g) Each candidate shall be required to pass the applicable content-area test (see 

Section 25.710), as well as the test of basic skills, subject to the provisions of 

Section 25.720 and the timeline for the passage of each test set forth in Section 
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21B-30 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5].  (See also 23 Ill. Adm. Code 23.110.) 

Any candidate who is unable to complete a content-area test under Section 21B-

30(d) of the School Code during the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations shall 

receive a short-term approval (see Section 25.432(a)). 

 

(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

Section 25.235  Endorsement for School Psychologists 

EMERGENCY 

 

a) Each candidate for the school support personnel endorsement for school 

psychologist shall hold a master's or higher degree in psychology or educational 

psychology with a specialization in school psychology. 

 

b) Each candidate shall have completed an Illinois program approved for the 

preparation of school psychologists pursuant to Subpart C or a comparable 

approved program in another state or country or hold a comparable certificate or 

license issued by another state or country (see Section 25.425).  

 

c) Field Experience 

 

1) Each candidate shall have completed both a supervised field experience of 

at least 250 hours in a school setting and/or child study center and either: 

 

A1) a one-year, full-time internship under the direction of an intern 

supervisor; or  

 

B2) one year of full-time work experience as a school psychologist on 

a valid, comparable out-of-state school psychology certificate or 

license that allows the holder to work as a school psychologist in 

that state's public schools or on an Illinois educator license with 

stipulations endorsed for provisional educator with a school 

support personnel endorsement for school psychologist. 

 

2) For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction 

pursuant to Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the 

duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, a candidate who was 

unable to complete the required supervised field experience and internship 

under subsection (c)(1) as a result of the suspension of in-person 
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instruction shall be deemed to have completed the required field 

experience and internship. 

 

d) Each candidate shall be required to pass the applicable content-area test (see 

Section 25.710), as well as the test of basic skills, subject to the provisions of 

Section 25.720 and the timeline for the passage of each test set forth in Section 

21B-30 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5].  (See also 23 Ill. Adm. Code 23.130.) 

Any candidate who is unable to complete a content-area test under Section 21B-

30(d) of the School Code during the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations shall 

receive a short-term approval pursuant to Section 25.432(a). 

 

(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

Section 25.245  Endorsement for School Nurses 

EMERGENCY 

 

a) Each candidate for the school support personnel endorsement for school nursing 

shall hold a bachelor's degree or higher. 

 

b) Each candidate shall be licensed as a registered professional nurse in Illinois 

pursuant to the Nursing and Advanced Practice Nursing Act [225 ILCS 65]. 

 

c) Each candidate shall have completed an Illinois program approved for the 

preparation of school nurses pursuant to Subpart C or a comparable approved 

program in another state or country or hold a comparable certificate or license 

issued by another state or country. 

 

d) Each candidate shall have met the requirements of either subsection (d)(1) or 

subsection (d)(2). 

 

1) Internship 

 

A) Completion of an internship that: 

 

iA) was determined by the approved program to be sufficient in 

length for the candidate to meet the standards set forth at 23 

Ill. Adm. Code 23.120, but in no case consisted of fewer 

than 300 hours of experiences; and 
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iiB) was supervised by a school nurse who holds an 

endorsement issued under this Section with at least two full 

school years of full-time experience as a school nurse and 

at least one full school year of full-time experience with the 

current employer. 

 

B) For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person 

instruction pursuant to Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 

2020-18, and for the duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster 

Proclamations, any candidate who was unable to complete the 

internship under subsection (d)(1) as a result of the suspension of 

in-person instruction shall be deemed to have completed the 

required internship.   

 

2) Experience 

Completion of two years of experience as a school nurse prior to July 1, 

1972. 

 

e) Each candidate shall be required to pass the applicable content-area test (see 

Section 25.710), as well as the test of basic skills, subject to the provisions of 

Section 25.720 and the timeline for the passage of each test set forth in Section 

21B-30 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5].  (See also 23 Ill. Adm. Code 23.120.) 

Any candidate who was unable to complete a content-area test under Section 21B-

30(d) of the School Code during the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations shall 

receive a short-term approval (see Section 25.432(a)). 

 

f) Nothing in this Section is intended to preclude the candidate from seeking the 

issuance of an educator license with stipulations endorsed for provisional educator 

under Section 21B-20 of the School Code in the event that the individual has 

failed to meet one or more of the requirements for a professional educator license 

endorsed for school nurse. 

 

(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

Section 25.252  Endorsement for Non-Teaching Speech-Language Pathologists 

EMERGENCY 

 

Certain individuals may qualify for a school support personnel endorsement for non-teaching 

speech-language pathologist, as provided in Section 14-1.09b of the School Code [105 ILCS 5]. 
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a) Each applicant shall hold one of the licenses identified in Section 14-1.09b(b)(1) 

of the School Code. 

 

b) Each applicant shall hold a master's or doctoral degree earned through completion 

of a program that meets the requirements of Section 14-1.09b(b)(2) of the School 

Code.  For the purposes of this subsection (b), a course of study or program 

approved or accredited (Section 14-1.09b(b)(2) of the School Code) includes 

those courses of study or programs that hold either accreditation or the status of 

"accreditation candidate" issued by the Council on Academic Accreditation in 

Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology of the American Speech-Language-

Hearing Association at the time that the applicant completed the program. 

 

c) Each applicant shall have met the requirements of Section 14-1.09b(b)(3) of the 

School Code. 

 

1) A program of study that meets the content-area standards for speech-

language pathologists approved by the State Board of Education in 

consultation with the SEPLB is a relevant preparation program that has 

been approved pursuant to Subpart C. 

 

2) A comparable out-of-state program is one that leads to qualification as 

either a teaching or a non-teaching speech-language pathologist. 

 

3) A comparable out-of-state license or certificate is one authorizing 

employment in the public schools in either capacity.  If no educational 

credential is issued by the state's Board of Education, a credential issued 

by a state professional association or organization in speech language 

pathology can be used. 

 

4) The required 150 clock hours of supervised, school-based professional 

experience shall consist of activities related to the aspects of practice that 

are addressed in the content-area standards for speech-language 

pathologists (see Section 25.250 and 23 Ill. Adm. Code 28 (Standards for 

Certification in Special Education)) with respect to: 

 

A) planning and intervention; 

 

B) the learning environment; 
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C) service delivery; 

 

D) professional conduct and ethics; and 

 

E) facilitation and advocacy. 

 

5) The required evidence of completion for the 150 clock hours of 

supervised, school-based professional experience shall be a letter signed 

by the chief administrator or other designated official of the employing 

school district or nonpublic school documenting the nature and duration of 

the individual's experience with students with disabilities in a school 

setting.  This letter shall indicate how the experience related to the 

knowledge and/or performance aspects of each of the standards identified 

in subsection (c)(4). 

 

6) For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction 

pursuant to Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the 

duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, any candidate who 

was unable to complete the required clock hours as a result of the 

suspension of in-person instruction shall be deemed to have completed the 

clock hours required by this subsection (c).   

 

d) Each candidate shall be required to pass the applicable content-area test (see 

Section 25.710), as well as the test of basic skills, subject to the provisions of 

Section 25.720 and the timeline for the passage of each test set forth in Section 

21B-30 of the School Code, except that any candidate who was unable to 

complete a content-area test under Section 21B-30(d) of the School Code during 

the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations shall receive a short-term approval (see 

Section 25.432(a)).   

 

(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

SUBPART E:  REQUIREMENTS FOR THE LICENSURE OF  

ADMINISTRATIVE AND SUPERVISORY STAFF 

 

Section 25.337  Principal Endorsement (2013) 

EMERGENCY 

 

a) This endorsement is required for principals and assistant principals.   
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b) A principal endorsement shall be affixed to a professional educator license 

provided that the candidate holds a master's degree or equivalent (e.g., juris doctor 

(J.D.), doctor of philosophy (Ph.D.), doctor of education (Ed.D.)) and either 

successfully completes each of the requirements specified in 23 Ill. Adm. Code 30 

(Programs for the Preparation of Principals in Illinois) or meets each of the 

requirements specified in Section 21B-35(b-5) of the School Code [105 ILCS 5] 

(also see Section 25.425 of this Part).  

 

c) Each candidate shall have 4 total years of teaching or 4 total years of working in 

the capacity of school support personnel in an Illinois public school or nonpublic 

school recognized by the State Board of Education in accordance with 23 Ill. 

Adm. Code 425 (Voluntary Registration and Recognition of Nonpublic Schools), 

in a school under the supervision of the Illinois Department of Corrections, or in 

an out-of-state public school or out-of-state nonpublic school meeting out-of-state 

recognition standards comparable to those approved by the State Superintendent 

of Education [105 ILCS 5/21B-25].   

 

d) For the purposes of Section 21B-25(2)(B) of the School Code, a candidate may 

qualify for the principal endorsement with fewer than 4 years of experience upon 

presentation of certain performance evaluation ratings that incorporate data and 

indicators of student growth (see Article 24A of the School Code and 23 Ill. Adm. 

Code 50 (Evaluation of Educator Licensed Employees under Articles 24A and 34 

of the School Code)). 

 

1) A candidate may qualify with three years of experience if he or she has 

received at least a "proficient" performance evaluation rating in his or her 

three annual performance evaluations conducted. 

 

2) A candidate may qualify with two years of experience if he or she has 

received an "excellent" performance evaluation rating in his or her two 

annual performance evaluations conducted.  

 

e) Each candidate shall be required to pass the applicable content-area test (see 

Section 25.710), as well as the test of basic skills, pursuant to Section 25.720, 

except that individuals who received their initial teaching or school support 

personnel certificate prior to July 1, 1988 are not subject to the requirement to 

pass the test of basic skills, except that any candidate who was unable to complete 

a content-area test under Section 21B-30(d) of the School Code during the 
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Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations shall receive a short-term approval (see 

Section 25.432(b)). 

 

f) An individual holding a general administrative endorsement issued pursuant to 

Section 25.335 may have that endorsement converted to a principal endorsement 

in accordance with the process set forth in Section 21B-25 of the School Code.   

 

(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

Section 25.345  Endorsement for Chief School Business Official  

EMERGENCY 

 

This endorsement is required for chief school business officials.  (See also 23 Ill. Adm. Code 

29.110.) 

 

a) Each candidate for the chief school business official's endorsement shall hold a 

master's degree or equivalent awarded by a regionally accredited institution of 

higher education.  For the purposes of this subsection (a), "equivalent" shall mean 

the completion of a degree beyond the bachelor's degree level (e.g., juris doctor 

(J.D.), doctor of philosophy (Ph.D.), doctor of education (Ed.D.)). 

 

b) Each candidate, other than a candidate whose master's degree was earned in 

business administration, finance, accounting or public administration (Section 

21B-25(2)(C) of the School Code [105 ILCS 5]), shall have completed 24 

semester hours of graduate coursework in an Illinois program approved for the 

preparation of school business officials pursuant to Subpart C of this Part or a 

comparable approved program in another state or country or hold a comparable 

certificate or license issued by another state or country (see Section 25.425 of this 

Part) and either have: 

 

1) two years' full-time administrative experience in school business 

management (Section 21B-25(2)(C) of the School Code).  For the duration 

of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction pursuant to Executive 

Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the duration of the 

Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, any candidate who was unable to 

complete year two of the required full-time administrative experience in 

school business management as a result of the suspension of in-person 

instruction shall be deemed to have completed the administrative 

experience required by this subsection (b)(1); or 
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2) two years of university-approved practical experience.  For the duration of 

the mandated suspension of in-person instruction pursuant to Executive 

Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the duration of the 

Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, any candidate who was unable to 

complete year two of the required university approved practical 

experience as a result of the suspension of in-person instruction shall be 

deemed to have completed the practical experience required by this 

subsection (b)(2). 

 

c) Each candidate whose master's degree was earned in business administration, 

finance, accounting or public administration shall complete an additional six 

semester hours of internship in school business management from a regionally 

accredited institution of higher education (Section 21B-25(2)(C) of the School 

Code) that is conducted under the supervision of an individual who holds a 

current Illinois endorsement for chief school business official or who serves as the 

school district's chief financial officer. Institutions may consider a candidate's 

work experience in a school business office that is comparable to the 

responsibilities of a chief school business official as meeting a portion or all of the 

six-semester-hour internship requirement.  For purposes of this subsection (c), one 

semester hour shall be equivalent to a minimum of 15-clock hours of experience 

that a candidate documents as completing. For the duration of the mandated 

suspension of in-person instruction pursuant to Executive Order 2020-05, as 

extended by 2020-18, and for the duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster 

Proclamations, any candidate who was unable to complete the internship required 

by this subsection as a result of the suspension of in-person instruction shall be 

deemed to have completed the internship. 

 

d) Each candidate shall be required to pass the applicable content-area test (see 

Section 25.710), as well as the test of basic skills pursuant to Section 25.720, 

except that any candidate who was unable to complete a content-area test under 

Section 21B-30(d) of the School Code during the Gubernatorial Disaster 

Proclamations shall receive a short-term approval (see Section 25.432(b)) 

individuals holding a professional educator license who received their initial 

teaching, school support personnel or administrative certificate prior to July 1, 

1988 are not subject to the requirement to pass the test of basic skills. 

 

e) Educator License with Stipulations. An individual holding an educator license 

with stipulations endorsed for chief school business official shall be considered 
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fully qualified to serve as a chief school business official provided he or she meets 

any renewal requirements set forth in Subpart J. 

 

(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

Section 25.355  Endorsement for Superintendent (Beginning September 1, 2016) 

EMERGENCY 

 

The requirements of this Section apply to individuals seeking a superintendent endorsement on 

or after September 1, 2016. 

 

a) This endorsement is required for superintendents and assistant superintendents.   

 

b) A superintendent endorsement shall be affixed to a professional educator license 

provided that the candidate holds a master's degree or equivalent (e.g., juris doctor 

(J.D.), doctor of philosophy (Ph.D.), doctor of education (Ed.D.)) and either 

successfully completes each of the requirements specified in 23 Ill. Adm. Code 33 

(Programs for the Preparation of Superintendents in Illinois) or meets each of the 

requirements specified in Section 21B-35(b-5) of the School Code [105 ILCS 5] 

(see Section 25.425). 

 

c) In accordance with Section 21B-25(2)(D) of the School Code, each candidate 

shall hold an Illinois professional educator license and have two years of full-time 

administrative or supervisory experience in a general administrative position or as 

a principal, director of special education or chief school business official either: 

 

1) on the Illinois general administrative, principal, director of special 

education or chief school business officer endorsement in: 

 

A) an Illinois public school; or  

 

B) a nonpublic school recognized under 23 Ill. Adm. Code 425 

(Voluntary Registration and Recognition of Nonpublic Schools) 

whose chief administrator is required to hold a professional 

educator license endorsed for general administrative or principal 

and when a majority of the teachers employed in the school are 

required to hold a professional educator license endorsed in the 

teaching field specific to each teacher's assignment; or 
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2) while holding a credential required by the employing state in order to 

serve as principal, director of special education or chief school business 

official that is comparable in validity and educational and experience 

requirements (Section 21B-25(2)(D) of the School Code) to the applicable 

Illinois endorsement, if the candidate completed a comparable out-of-state 

program for the applicable credential held.  (See also Section 25.425 of 

this Part.) 

 

d) Each candidate shall be required to pass the applicable content-area test (see 

Section 25.710), as well as the test of basic skills pursuant to Section 25.720, 

except that any candidate who is unable to complete a content-area test under 

Section 21B-30(d) of the School Code during the Gubernatorial Disaster 

Proclamations shall receive a short-term approval (see Section 

25.432(b))individuals who received their initial teaching, school support 

personnel or administrative certificate prior to July 1, 1988 are not subject to the 

requirement to pass the test of basic skills. 

 

(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

Section 25.365  Endorsement for Director of Special Education 

EMERGENCY 

 

This endorsement, to be affixed to a professional educator license, shall be required for directors 

and assistant directors of special education beginning July 1, 2005.   

 

a) Each candidate for the director of special education endorsement shall hold a 

master's degree or equivalent awarded by a regionally accredited institution of 

higher education. For the purposes of this subsection (a), "equivalent" shall mean 

the completion of a degree beyond the bachelor's degree level (e.g., juris doctor 

(J.D.), doctor of philosophy (Ph.D.), doctor of education (Ed.D.)). 

 

b) Each candidate shall: 

 

1) have completed an Illinois program approved for the preparation of 

directors of special education pursuant to Subpart C or a comparable 

approved program specific to directors of special education in another 

state or country or hold a comparable certificate or license issued by 

another state or country, provided that the requirements met by the 
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applicant for the out-of-state program or certificate or license included 

completion of at least one course each in: 

 

A) special education law; 

 

B) special education finance; 

 

C) supervision of programs for children with disabilities; and 

 

D) cross-categorical special education methods; or 

 

2) submit, along with the application for the endorsement and the applicable 

fee, a copy of a letter of approval as an administrator of special education 

issued by the State Board of Education at any time; or 

 

3) submit, along with the application for the endorsement and the applicable 

fee, evidence of holding an administrative certificate or a professional 

educator license endorsed for an administrative position and having 

completed 30 semester hours of coursework, distributed as specified in 

this subsection (b)(3). 

 

A) at least one course in each of the areas described in subsection 

(b)(1); and 

 

B) additional coursework to reach the required total of 30 semester 

hours, chosen from the areas of: 

 

i) curricular adaptations/modifications and assistive 

technology; 

 

ii) facilitation of the least restrictive environment for all 

students; 

 

iii) characteristics of students with disabilities; 

 

iv) collaboration with parents and school personnel; 

 

v) transition services for students with disabilities; and 
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vi) educational and psychological diagnosis and remedial 

techniques. 

 

c) Each candidate shall have two years' full-time experience providing special 

education services: 

 

1) in the public schools, as a special education teacher, a speech-language 

pathologist, a school social worker, or a school psychologist; or 

 

2) in a nonpublic school, if the candidate holds the appropriate corresponding 

Illinois professional educator license endorsed in a special education 

teaching field or for school support personnel as speech-language 

pathologist, school social worker, school psychologist, school counselor, 

school nurse or marriage and family therapist. 

 

d) Each candidate shall be required to pass the applicable content-area test (see 

Section 25.710), as well as the test of basic skills pursuant to Section 25.720, 

except that any candidate who was unable to complete a content-area test under 

Section 21B-30(d) of the School Code during the Gubernatorial Disaster 

Proclamations shall receive a short-term approval (see Section 

25.432(b))individuals who received their initial teaching or school support 

personnel certificate prior to July 1, 1988 are not subject to the requirement to 

pass the test of basic skills. 

 

(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

SUBPART F:  GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

Section 25.425  Individuals Prepared in Out-of-State Institutions  

EMERGENCY 

 

a) In accordance with Section 21B-35 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5], an applicant 

who has completed a comparable state-approved education program of another 

state or country may be granted an Illinois professional educator license endorsed 

in the area (i.e., teaching, administrative or school support personnel) that 

corresponds to the completed program if he or she meets all the generally 

applicable requirements of Article 21B of the School Code (e.g., age and good 

character) and the requirements for the license and the endorsement sought, as 

specified in the applicable Sections of this Part.  As used in each of those 
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Sections, a "comparable program" is one that leads to eligibility for service in the 

same specific capacity in the public schools of the state where the program was 

completed and is aligned to the standards set forth in Section 25.115(e).  A 

program completed in the United States shall be considered comparable only if it 

was offered by a regionally accredited institution of higher education or a not-for-

profit entity recognized under Subpart C. 

 

1) The individual shall hold a bachelor's degree or higher from a regionally 

accredited institution of higher education. (Section 21B-35(a)(2) of the 

School Code) 

 

2) Each applicant for an Illinois professional educator license endorsed in a 

teaching field who has not been entitled by an Illinois-approved institution 

of higher education or completed an Illinois approved program must hold 

a valid, comparable out-of-state license or have completed a program that 

met the following requirements. 

 

A) For those who have completed traditional preparation programs, 

these requirements include: 

 

i) college coursework in professional education, including 

pre-student teaching clinical experiences or equivalent 

experience, and student teaching or equivalent experience.  

However, for the duration of the mandated suspension of 

in-person instruction pursuant to Executive Order 2020-05, 

as extended by 2020-18, and for the duration of the 

Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, the following 

requirements are waived: pre-student teaching clinical 

experience or its equivalent and student teaching or its 

equivalent;  

 

ii) coursework in the methods of instruction of the exceptional 

child in cross-categorical special education (Section 21B-

35(a)(3) of the School Code), which shall meet the 

requirements outlined in Section 25.25(a)(1)(A) of this 

Part;  

 

iii) coursework in the methods of reading and reading in the 

content area (Section 21B-35(a)(4) of the School Code), 
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which shall meet the requirements outlined in Section 

25.25(a)(1)(B) of this Part; and 

 

iv) coursework in instructional strategies for English language 

learners, which shall address bilingual education, English 

as a Second Language or English as a New Language 

methods (Section 21B-35(a)(5) of the School Code). 

 

B) For those who have completed preparation programs in a school 

support personnel field listed in Subpart D, these requirements 

include college coursework in: 

 

i) professional education, including an internship or 

equivalent experience.  For the duration of the mandated 

suspension of in-person instruction pursuant to Executive 

Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the 

duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, the 

following requirements are waived: an internship or an 

equivalent experience; 

 

ii) the methods of instruction of the exceptional child in cross-

categorical special education (Section 21B-35(a)(3) of the 

School Code), which shall meet the requirements outlined 

in Section 25.25(a)(1)(A) of this Part;  

 

iii) the methods of reading and reading in the content area 

(Section 21B-35(a)(4) of the School Code), which shall 

meet the requirements outlined in Section 25.25(a)(1)(C); 

and 

 

iv) instructional strategies for English language learners 

(Section 21B-35(a)(5) of the School Code), which shall 

align to standards for addressing second language 

acquisition and the diverse learner set forth in the Standards 

for the Speech-Language Pathologist (23 Ill. Adm. Code 

28.230) or, for other school support personnel, the 

applicable standards in 23 Ill. Adm. Code 23 (Standards for 

School Support Personnel Endorsement). 
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C) For those who are seeking an endorsement for principal, the 

applicant's preparation shall be evaluated in accordance with the 

criteria specified in Section 25.337.  

 

D) For those who are seeking an endorsement for superintendent, the 

applicant's preparation shall be evaluated in accordance with the 

criteria specified in Section 25.360. 

 

E) For those who are seeking an endorsement for chief school 

business official, the applicant's preparation shall be evaluated in 

accordance with the criteria specified Section 25.345. 

 

F) For those who are seeking an endorsement for director of special 

education, the applicant's preparation shall be evaluated in 

accordance with the criteria specified in Section 25.365. 

 

G) For those who have completed alternative certification or licensure 

programs, these requirements include graduation from a regionally 

accredited institution, either an intensive course of study approved 

by that state for this purpose or a valid, comparable out-of-state 

license, and student teaching or another structured teaching 

experience that forms part of the approved alternative program, as 

well as the coursework specified in subsection (a)(2)(A). For the 

duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction 

pursuant to Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and 

for the duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, the 

following requirements are waived: student teaching or any 

another structured teaching experience. 

 

3) Each out-of-state applicant shall have passed each of the tests required for 

the professional educator license and the endorsement sought, as set forth 

in Section 21B-30 of the School Code and Section 25.720, except that a 

candidate is not required to complete a teacher performance assessment 

under Section 21B-30(f) of the School Code for the duration of the 

mandated suspension of in-person instruction pursuant to Executive Order 

2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the duration of the 

Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations. 

 

4) In accordance with Section 21B-30(f) of the School Code, beginning July 

1, 2015, each applicant who has not been entitled by an Illinois-approved 
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institution of higher education for a professional educator license endorsed 

in a teaching field shall pass the TPA (see Section 25.720(e) of this Part), 

except that a candidate is not required to complete a teacher performance 

assessment for the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person 

instruction pursuant to Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, 

and for the duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations. Any 

applicant who completed student teaching by August 31, 2015 may pass 

the Assessment of Professional Teaching (APT) instead (see Section 

25.720(d)).  If the applicant has not met the requirement to pass the TPA 

and is not eligible to take the APT, he or she may: 

 

A) apply for an educator license with stipulations endorsed for the 

grade levels and content area of the endorsement sought, provided 

he or she holds a valid, comparable certificate or license from 

another state and has passed the test of basic skills and applicable 

content-area test required by Section 21B-30 of the School Code 

and Section 25.720 of this Part, and complete the TPA while 

employed as a teacher in an Illinois school district; or   

 

B) enroll in the student teaching portion of an educator preparation 

program offered by an Illinois institution of higher education 

approved to offer a program pursuant to Subpart C, during which 

time the TPA shall be completed; or  

 

C) for purposes of meeting both the requirements of Section 21B-

30(f) of the School Code and this subsection (a)(4), an applicant 

who provides evidence with his or her application of having at 

least one year of full-time teaching experience and having 

achieved a "proficient" or higher rating, or the equivalent, on his or 

her most recent performance evaluation shall not be required to 

pass the TPA. 

 

b) An individual may receive additional endorsements on a professional educator 

license endorsed for teaching by meeting the applicable requirements of Sections 

25.37 and 25.100. 

 

c) A candidate whose credentials were earned at an institution outside the United 

States shall submit the documents prepared by the foreign institution to a service 

whose evaluations are accepted by the State Board pursuant to subsection (d) to 
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determine if the candidate has met the requirements of Section 21B-35(b) of the 

School Code, including the coursework required under subsection (a)(2)(A).  

 

1) After reviewing the documents submitted, the service shall provide to the 

State Superintendent of Education a statement identifying the degree held 

by the individual and indicating whether or not the individual has been 

prepared as an educator.  The service shall also provide a list of the 

courses completed, with the credits earned equated to semester hours.  

 

2) The transcript provided by the service pursuant to subsection (c)(1) shall 

be reviewed to determine whether the individual qualifies for a 

professional educator license and the endorsements for which application 

was made; if so, he or she shall receive the license and the endorsements 

indicated by the coursework completed.  

 

3) If the review of the individual's transcript indicates that he or she does not 

qualify for a professional educator license and the endorsements for which 

application was made, he or she shall receive a notification of the 

deficiencies for the license and the endorsement requested.  

 

d) Evaluation services shall be approved to review foreign credentials for purposes 

of Illinois licensure if they demonstrate experience working on behalf of either the 

National Association of Foreign Student Affairs or the American Association of 

Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers.  However, the State Board may 

discontinue acceptance of evaluations from any service based on evidence of 

material inconsistencies in reviews.  The State Board shall maintain an up-to-date 

list of all organizations whose reviews are being accepted and shall make this list 

readily available.  

 

(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

Section 25.432  Short-Term Approval for School Support Personnel and Administrators 

EMERGENCY 

 

For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction pursuant to Executive Order 

2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster 

Proclamations, candidates who have met all other requirements for a school support personnel or 

administrative endorsement, excluding the content-area test, shall be eligible for a non-renewable 

short-term approval endorsed for the applicable school support personnel or administrative area. 
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a) School Support Personnel 

 

1) Institutions of higher education shall entitle eligible candidates for the 

approval using the Educator Licensure Information System (ELIS). 

Candidates shall apply for the entitlement using ELIS. 

 

2) After passing the applicable content-area test, the candidate shall be 

entitled for the professional educator license by his or her institution of 

higher education. 

 

3) Short-term approvals shall be available in the following areas: 

 

A) School Social Worker. 

 

B) School Counselor. 

 

C) School Psychologist. 

 

D) School Nurse. 

 

E) Speech Language Pathologist (non-teaching).  

 

4) The application fee for the approval shall be $50.  

 

b) Administrators 

 

1) Institutions of higher education shall entitle eligible candidates for the 

approval using ELIS. Candidates shall apply for the entitlement using 

ELIS.  

 

2) After passing the applicable content-area test, the candidate shall be 

entitled for the professional educator license by his or her institution of 

higher education. 

 

3) Short-term approvals shall be available in the following areas: 

 

A) Principal. 

 

B) Superintendent. 
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C) Chief School Business Official. 

 

D) Director of Special Education. 

 

4) The application fee for the approval shall be $50. 

 

(Source:  Added by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

Section 25.434  Short-Term Approval for Paraprofessionals 

EMERGENCY 

 

For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction pursuant to Executive Order 

2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster 

Proclamations, candidates who provide evidence of a high school diploma but lack the 

paraprofessional competency test required by Section 21B-30(c-5) of the School Code shall be 

eligible for a non-renewable short-term approval endorsed for paraprofessional. 

 

a) Individuals shall apply for the approval using the Educator Licensure Information 

System (ELIS). 

 

b) After passing the test, individuals shall apply for the ELS-PARA using ELIS.  

 

c) The application fee for the approval shall be $50.  

 

(Source:  Added by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

SUBPART G:  PARAPROFESSIONALS; OTHER PERSONNEL 

 

Section 25.510  Endorsement for Paraprofessional Educators  

EMERGENCY 

 

a) The term "paraprofessional" educator shall be used to refer to the non-certificated 

personnel authorized by Sections 10-22.34 and 34-18 of the School Code [105 

ILCS 5] to be employed to assist in instruction and who are required under 

Section 21B-20(2)(J) of the School Code to hold an educator license with 

stipulations endorsed for paraprofessional educator, except that the following 

individuals are not subject to this Section:   
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1) Any individual whose paraprofessional approval was continued after June 

30, 2013, in accordance with the provisions of Section 25.15 (Types of 

Licenses; Exchange), subject to any limitations of his or her approval;  

 

2) Any individual who holds an educator license indicative of completion of 

at least a bachelor's degree; 

 

3) Any individual who holds an educator license with stipulations endorsed 

for career and technical educator (see Section 25.70); and 

 

4) Any individual who holds a short-term substitute teaching license (see 

Section 25.525). 

 

b) Beginning July 1, 2013, each paraprofessional educator shall be of good 

character, as defined in Section 21B-15 of the School Code.  Each 

paraprofessional educator shall be subject to that portion of Section 24-5 of the 

School Code that requires physical fitness and freedom from communicable 

disease, including evidence of freedom from tuberculosis as may be required 

under rules of the Illinois Department of Public Health at 77 Ill. Adm. Code 696 

(Control of Tuberculosis Code).  To receive an educator license with stipulations 

endorsed for paraprofessional educator, an individual shall: 

 

1) present evidence of having completed a minimum of 60 semester hours of 

college credit at a regionally accredited institution of higher education, 

which shall not include any remedial or developmental coursework that 

the applicant has taken; 

 

2) hold an associate degree from a regionally accredited institution of higher 

education; 

 

3) hold a high school diploma or its recognized equivalent and pass the 

ParaPro test offered by the Educational Testing Service (ETS) with at least 

the score identified by the State Board of Education in consultation with 

the SEPLB; or 

 

4) hold a high school diploma or its recognized equivalent and pass the 

WorkKeys® assessment offered by ACT with at least the score identified 

by the State Board of Education in consultation with the SEPLB. 
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c) For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction pursuant to 

Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the duration of the 

Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, any individual who holds a high school 

diploma and who is unable to complete a paraprofessional competency test under 

Section 21B-30(c-5) of the School Code shall receive a short-term approval (see 

Section 25.434). 

 

dc) Revocation or Suspension of Approval or Licensure or other Permissible Sanction  

 

1) Revocation, suspension or other permissible sanction may be initiated by 

the State Superintendent with respect to a paraprofessional approval or an 

educator license with stipulations endorsed for paraprofessional educator 

for any of the bases set forth in Section 21B-75(b) of the School Code and 

any of these actions shall be governed by, and conducted in accordance 

with, 23 Ill. Adm. Code 475 (Contested Cases and Other Formal 

Hearings).  The State Superintendent's decision shall be considered an 

"administrative decision" for purposes of the Administrative Review Law 

[735 ILCS 5/Art. III]. 

 

2) When the State Superintendent of Education receives information 

indicating that an individual who holds approval as a paraprofessional or 

an educator license with stipulations endorsed for paraprofessional 

educator has been convicted of any offense as defined in Section 21B-80 

of the School Code, the State Superintendent shall forthwith revoke the 

individual's approval or license.  The State Superintendent's decision shall 

be considered an "administrative decision" for purposes of the 

Administrative Review Law. 

 

(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

SUBPART H:  CLINICAL EXPERIENCES 

 

Section 25.620  Student Teaching  

EMERGENCY 

 

a) The SEPLB recognizes and accepts student teaching only when it is earned during 

the candidate's final year of his or her educator preparation program and 

conducted in a public school, a nonpublic school recognized or seeking 

recognition pursuant to 23 Ill. Adm. Code 425 (Voluntary Registration and 
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Recognition of Nonpublic Schools), or an out-of-state or international school. 

Notwithstanding any other requirements in the School Code, for the duration of 

the mandated suspension of in-person instruction pursuant to Executive Order 

2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the duration of the Gubernatorial 

Disaster Proclamations, SEPLB recognizes and accepts student teaching that a 

candidate was to experience but was unable to complete as a result of the 

suspension of in-person instruction. 

 

b) Student teaching shall be structured as part of comprehensive field experiences 

and clinical practice, as a supervised part of a teacher preparation program 

approved pursuant to Subpart C, and in accordance with the standards referred to 

in Section 25.115(d).  

 

c) Student teaching shall be completed within the grade range and in the area of 

specialization appropriate to the endorsement sought on the professional educator 

license, except that a candidate who was unable to complete student teaching 

pursuant to subsection (a) shall be deemed to have completed student teaching for 

any grade range and area of specialization that the candidate was to experience 

but was unable to complete as a result of the suspension of in-person instruction.  

Additional student teaching may occur in areas for which the candidate meets the 

relevant requirements related to staff qualifications in 23 Ill. Adm. Code 1.  

 

d) Beginning with student teaching conducted in the 2014-15 school year, student 

teaching must be done under the active supervision of a cooperating teacher who 

is licensed and qualified to teach in the area, has three years of teaching 

experience, has received a proficient or above performance rating in his or her 

most recent evaluation, and is directly engaged in teaching subject matter or 

conducting learning activities in the area of student teaching.  The requirements of 

this subsection (d) do not apply in cases in which the student teacher:  

 

1) is serving on an educator license with stipulations endorsed for transitional 

bilingual educator; or  

 

2) is working in a school that is not legally required to employ teachers with 

licensure and either has two years of teaching experience at that school or 

presents to the employer the evidence described in Section 25.25(b) 

documenting that he or she has two years of teaching experience in one or 

more other schools in which the chief administrator is required to hold a 

professional educator license endorsed for either general administrative or 

principal and the majority of teachers are required to hold a professional 
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educator license endorsed for the grade levels and in the content area in 

which they are employed; or  

 

3) holds a substitute teaching license and is not subject to the limitations of 

Section 21B-20(3) of the School Code [105 ILCS 5]; or.  

 

4) was unable to complete student teaching as a result of the suspension of 

in-person instruction (see subsection (a)).   

 

e) Except for candidates unable to complete student teaching as a result of the 

suspension of in-person instruction (see subsection (a)), inIn order for a 

recognized Illinois teacher education institution to award credit for student 

teaching, the following requirements must be met.  

 

1) The student teacher must be enrolled in a student teaching course at the 

institution. 

 

2) The school district or nonpublic school and the institution of higher 

education shall jointly agree to the student teaching placement and the 

responsibilities of each person to be involved. 

 

3) The school district or nonpublic school shall ensure the requirements of 

Section 2-3.25o, 10-21.9 or 34-18.5, as applicable to the school district or 

nonpublic school, have been met. 

 

f) Student teachers may be compensated for their services. 

 

(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

SUBPART I:  ILLINOIS LICENSURE TESTING SYSTEM 

 

Section 25.720  Applicability of Testing Requirement and Scores 

EMERGENCY 

 

a) It is the individual's responsibility to take the appropriate tests.  Upon request, the 

State Board of Education shall assist individuals in identifying appropriate tests.  

 

b) Basic Skills Test 
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Except as provided in subsections (b)(1) and (2), each candidate seeking an initial 

Illinois license (professional educator license or certain educator licenses with 

stipulations) shall be required to pass a test of basic skills authorized under 

Section 21B-30 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5].  Further, Section 21B-30(c) of 

the School Code requires candidates in teacher preparation or school support 

personnel preparation programs to pass this test prior to starting their student 

teaching or starting the final semester of their internship. 

 

1) A passing score on the Illinois test of basic skills may not be used as 

admission criteria for entry into a preparation program.  (See Section 21B-

35 of the School Code.) 

 

2) A person who has passed the Illinois test of basic skills and has been 

issued an Illinois educator license or any subsequent endorsement on the 

basis of the test shall not be required to retake the basic skills test when 

seeking any subsequent endorsements or other educator licenses. 

 

3) A person who has passed another state's or country's test of basic skills as 

a condition of educator certification or licensure in that state or country or 

admission to a teacher preparation program approved by that state or 

country shall not be required to take the Illinois basic skills test before 

receiving a license.  (See Section 21B-35 of the School Code.) 

 

4) The Illinois test of basic skills will be administered as four separate 

subtests: reading comprehension, language arts, mathematics and writing. 

 

A) Individuals may take all four subtests or any combination of the 

individual subtests during a single test administration. 

 

B) Scores on basic skills subtests can be "banked", and an individual 

will not be required to take a subtest again once he or she has 

achieved a passing score on that subtest. 

 

5) In lieu of passing the Illinois test of basic skills, a candidate in an Illinois 

educator preparation program or applicant for an educator license may 

submit for consideration his or her composite score either from the ACT® 

or the SAT®, provided that either test must include a writing component. 
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A) The State Superintendent shall announce and post on the State 

Board's website the minimum composite score on each test that 

will be accepted under this subsection (b)(5).  

 

i) The minimum composite score to be used for the ACT® 

shall be the average of the college-readiness benchmarks 

established by ACT®, rounded up to the next whole 

number, or at least 22.  

 

ii) The minimum writing score for the ACT® administered no 

later than August 31, 2015 shall be the combined 

English/Writing score of at least 19.  For tests administered 

September 1, 2015 through September 9, 2016, a writing 

score shall be a minimum of 16. The minimum writing 

score shall be 6 on tests administered September 10, 2016 

or later. 

 

iii) Before March 5, 2016, the minimum composite score for 

the SAT® shall be 1030 and the minimum writing score 

shall be 450. 

 

iv) On and after March 6, 2016, the minimum composite score 

(evidence-based reading and writing plus mathematics) for 

the SAT® shall be 1110 and the minimum writing and 

language test score shall be 26. 

 

B) The candidate or applicant may apply to the State Board of 

Education for consideration of his or her ACT® or SAT® results, 

using a form provided by the State Superintendent of Education for 

this purpose.  The candidate or applicant shall direct ACT® or the 

College Board to send an official score report of his or her 

composite score and English/Writing or single writing score, as 

applicable, to the address provided on the application form. 

 

C) A minimum composite score for either the ACT® or SAT® may be 

achieved by combining multiple subscores from one or multiple 

test administrations. 

 

4) In lieu of passing the test of basic skills, applicants for career and technical 

educator license and provisional career and technical educator license 
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renewal may pass the WorkKeys® assessment offered by ACT with at 

least the score identified by the State Board in consultation with the State 

Educator Preparation and Licensure Board.   

 

c) Content-Area Tests 

 

1) Each candidate seeking an Illinois professional educator license or 

endorsement on that license, whether his or her first license or 

endorsement or a subsequent license or endorsement, shall be required to 

pass a content-area test for each endorsement area for which there is an 

applicable test (see Section 21B-30(d) of the School Code; also see 

Section 25.710).  Further, Section 21B-30(d) of the School Code requires 

passage of this test before a candidate begins student teaching or begins 

serving as a teacher of record.  A person who has passed another state's or 

country's content test as a condition of educator certification or licensure 

in that state or country or admission to a teacher preparation program 

approved by that state or country shall not be required to take the Illinois 

content test before receiving the license or endorsement. (See Section 

21B-35 of the School Code.) 

 

2) A person who has passed a test of language proficiency, authorized under 

Section 21B-30 of the School Code, in order to qualify for an educator 

license with stipulations endorsed for transitional bilingual educator, and 

received that license shall not be required to retake that test in order to 

qualify for a bilingual education credential on another professional 

educator license received later.  A person who has passed a test of 

language proficiency as a condition of admission to an Illinois preparation 

program also shall not be required to retake that test. 

 

3) For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction 

pursuant to Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the 

duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, individuals may 

begin student teaching or enter alternative educator preparation programs 

prior to passing the required content test.  

 

4) For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction 

pursuant to Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the 

duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, a candidate who has 

completed all required coursework for an endorsement, but who has not 

yet passed the required content test, may be issued a short-term approval 
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for the content area sought pursuant to Sections 25.430, 25.432, and 

25.434.  

 

d) Assessment of Professional Teaching (APT) (Through August 31, 2020) 

In order to complete an educator preparation program, each candidate or out-of-

state applicant who has completed his or her student teaching by August 31, 2015 

and is seeking his or her first Illinois professional educator license endorsed in a 

teaching field shall be required to pass the APT relevant to the endorsement 

sought (see Section 25.710) or, in lieu of passing the APT, may provide evidence 

of meeting the requirements of subsection (e).   

 

e) Teacher Performance Assessment (TPA) 

Beginning September 1, 2015, each candidate or out-of-state applicant completing 

an educator preparation program in a teaching field shall be required to pass the 

TPA, except as otherwise provided in subsection (d) (see Section 21B-30(f) of the 

School Code). The TPA is a performance-based assessment designed to measure 

an educator's knowledge, skills and preparedness. 

 

1) Each recognized institution offering approved teacher preparation 

programs shall administer the TPA during a candidate's student teaching 

experience.  

 

2) A person who has successfully completed an evidence-based assessment of 

teacher effectiveness, as required under this subsection (e), at the time of 

initial certification or licensure in another state or country shall not be 

required to complete the TPA.  (See Section 21B-35 of the School Code.) 

 

3) For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction 

pursuant to Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the 

duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, the TPA is waived 

for all individuals who have completed all other components of a teacher 

preparation program, excluding student teaching. 

 

f) Subject to registration in accordance with the provisions of this Subpart I and the 

provisions of Section 25.755(g)(1), an individual who has taken a paper-and-

pencil test may retake that test during any subsequent, regularly scheduled 

administration of that test in paper-and-pencil format and may retake that test by 

computer during any subsequent computer-based test administration. 
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g) Subject to registration in accordance with the provisions of this Subpart I and the 

provisions of Section 25.755(g)(1), an individual who has taken a computer-based 

test or subtest of the Illinois test of basic skills may retake that test or specific 

subtest by computer after no fewer than 30 days but also may retake that test or 

specific subtest during any subsequent, regularly scheduled administration of the 

test or subtest in paper-and-pencil format. 

 

(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 

 

SUBPART J:  RENEWAL OF PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR LICENSES 

 

Section 25.835  Request for Extension  

EMERGENCY 

 

Section 21B-45(e)(9) of the School Code allows a licensee who is unable to complete the 

required professional development by September 1 of the year in which the license has expired, 

due to professional development opportunities being unavailable, to request that the SEPLB 

extend the deadline for completing the outstanding professional development beyond August 31 

of that year. For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction pursuant to 

Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the duration of the Gubernatorial 

Disaster Proclamations, individuals who hold one of the credentials identified in subsection (d) 

may be eligible to receive an extension of validity on the credential if the credential's expiration 

date is June 30, 2020 and requirements set forth in subsection (d) are met. 

 

a) A written request for an extension shall be submitted to the State Superintendent 

of Education no sooner than April 1 nor later than June 30 of the last year in the 

5-year cycle.  (See Section 21B-45(e)(9) of the School Code.)  The request shall 

indicate the: 

 

1) licensee's name, type of license held (including license number) and 

endorsements placed on the license; 

 

2) number of clock hours of professional development or Administrators' 

Academy courses, as applicable, needed to fulfill the requirements; 

 

3) reason the licensee is requesting the extension, to include the efforts he or 

she has made to complete the required professional development before 

September 1 of the year in which the license would expire; and 
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4) licensee's plan for completing the outstanding professional development, 

to include a description of the professional development in which the 

licensee will participate and the timeline for its completion.  

 

b) The request shall be presented to the SEPLB at its next regularly scheduled 

meeting following receipt of the request.  The SEPLB shall approve a request 

when: 

 

1) the preponderance of evidence indicates that failure to complete the 

professional development was beyond the control of the licensee;  

 

2) the outstanding professional development does not exceed at least 20 

percent of the total required for the 5-year renewal cycle and/or one 

Administrators' Academy course; and 

 

3) the plan for completing the outstanding professional development will 

result in the completion of the activities by no later than August 31 of the 

year immediately subsequent to the year in which the license expired. 

 

c) The licensee shall be notified whether the extension has been granted within 30 

days after the SEPLB's action, but in no case later than August 31 of the year in 

which the license will expire.   

 

1) The license of a licensee for which an extension is approved shall remain 

valid during the extension period.  (Section 21B-45(e)(9) of the School 

Code)  Failure of the licensee to complete the outstanding professional 

development within the timeline indicated in the approved extension 

request will result in his or her license lapsing and the inability of the 

licensee to register the license with the appropriate Regional Office of 

Education. 

 

2) The license of a licensee for which an extension is not granted shall lapse 

September 1 of the year in which the license expired and cannot be 

registered.  (See Section 25.400(e).)   

 

3) Any professional development completed during the extension period 

shall first be applied to the previous 5-year renewal cycle and may be 

credited to the subsequent 5-year renewal cycle only if it exceeds the 

amount of the outstanding professional development owed.  
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4) An unregistered license is invalid after September 1 for employment and 

performance of services in an Illinois public or State-operated school or 

cooperative and a charter school.  (Section 21B-45(a) of the School Code) 

 

d) For the duration of the mandated suspension of in-person instruction pursuant to 

Executive Order 2020-05, as extended by 2020-18, and for the duration of the 

Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, individuals who hold one of the credentials 

identified in this subsection shall receive an extension of validity on the credential 

if the credential's expiration date is June 30, 2020, and if the individual meets all 

other requirements necessary to earn the applicable full endorsement (in the case 

of the short-term emergency approval and short-term approval for teachers at all 

grade levels) or the sign language interpreter approval (in the case of the interim 

sign language interpreter approval). Credentials that may receive an extension are 

the following: 

  

1) Short-term Emergency Approval. 

 

2) Interim Sign Language Interpreter Approval. 

 

3) Short-Term Approval for Positions Otherwise Unfilled.   

 

(Source:  Amended by emergency rulemaking at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________, for a maximum of 150 days) 


