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25.900 Applicability of Requirements in this Subpart (Repealed) 

25.905 Choices Available to Holders of Initial Certificates (Repealed) 

25.910 Requirements for Induction and Mentoring (Repealed) 

25.915 Requirements for Coursework on the Assessment of One's Own Performance 

(Repealed) 

25.920 Requirements for Coursework Related to the National Board for Professional 

Teaching Standards (NBPTS) (Repealed) 

25.925 Requirements Related to Advanced Degrees and Related Coursework (Repealed) 

25.930 Requirements for Continuing Professional Development Units (CPDUs) 

(Repealed) 

25.935 Additional Activities for Which CPDUs May Be Earned (Repealed) 
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25.942 Requirements for Additional Options (Repealed) 

25.945 Procedural Requirements (Repealed) 

 

25.APPENDIX A Statistical Test Equating – Licensure Testing System  

25.APPENDIX B Certificates Available Effective February 15, 2000 (Repealed) 

25.APPENDIX C Exchange of Certificates for Licenses (July 1, 2013) 

25.APPENDIX D Criteria for Identification of Teachers as "Highly Qualified" in Various 

Circumstances 

25.APPENDIX E Endorsement Structure Beginning July 1, 2013  

 

AUTHORITY:  Implementing Articles 21 and 21B and authorized by Section 2-3.6 of the 

School Code [105 ILCS 5/Art. 21, Art. 21B, and 2-3.6]. 

 

SOURCE:  Rules and Regulations to Govern the Certification of Teachers adopted September 

15, 1977; amended at 4 Ill. Reg. 28, p. 336, effective July 16, 1982; amended at 7 Ill. Reg. 5429, 

effective April 11, 1983; codified at 8 Ill. Reg. 1441; amended at 9 Ill. Reg. 1046, effective 

January 16, 1985; amended at 10 Ill. Reg. 12578, effective July 8, 1986; amended at 10 Ill. Reg. 

15044, effective August 28, 1986; amended at 11 Ill. Reg. 12670, effective July 15, 1987; 

amended at 12 Ill. Reg. 3709, effective February 1, 1988; amended at 12 Ill. Reg. 16022, 

effective September 23, 1988; amended at 14 Ill. Reg. 1243, effective January 8, 1990; amended 

at 14 Ill. Reg. 17936, effective October 18, 1990; amended at 15 Ill. Reg. 17048, effective 

November 13, 1991; amended at 16 Ill. Reg. 18789, effective November 23, 1992; amended at 

19 Ill. Reg. 16826, effective December 11, 1995; amended at 21 Ill. Reg. 11536, effective 

August 1, 1997; emergency amendment at 22 Ill. Reg. 5097, effective February 27, 1998, for a 

maximum of 150 days; amended at 22 Ill. Reg. 11767, effective June 25, 1998; amended at 22 

Ill. Reg. 19745, effective October 30, 1998; amended at 23 Ill. Reg. 2843, effective February 26, 

1999; amended at 23 Ill. Reg. 7231, effective June 14, 1999; amended at 24 Ill. Reg. 7206, 

effective May 1, 2000; emergency amendments at 24 Ill. Reg. 9915, effective June 21, 2000, for 

a maximum of 150 days; amended at 24 Ill. Reg. 12930, effective August 14, 2000; peremptory 
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amendment at 24 Ill. Reg. 16109, effective October 12, 2000; peremptory amendment suspended 

at 25 Ill. Reg. 3718, effective February 21, 2001; peremptory amendment repealed by joint 

resolution of the General Assembly, effective May 31, 2001; emergency amendments at 25 Ill. 

Reg. 9360, effective July 1, 2001, for a maximum of 150 days; emergency expired November 27, 

2001; emergency amendments at 25 Ill. Reg. 11935, effective August 31, 2001, for a maximum 

of 150 days; amended at 25 Ill. Reg. 16031, effective November 28, 2001; amended at 26 Ill. 

Reg. 348, effective January 1, 2002; amended at 26 Ill. Reg. 11867, effective July 19, 2002; 

amended at 26 Ill. Reg. 16167, effective October 21, 2002; amended at 27 Ill. Reg. 5744, 

effective March 21, 2003; amended at 27 Ill. Reg. 8071, effective April 28, 2003; emergency 

amendments at 27 Ill. Reg. 10482, effective June 26, 2003, for a maximum of 150 days; 

amended at 27 Ill. Reg. 12523, effective July 21, 2003; amended at 27 Ill. Reg. 16412, effective 

October 20, 2003; emergency amendment at 28 Ill. Reg. 2451, effective January 23, 2004, for a 

maximum of 150 days; amended at 28 Ill. Reg. 8556, effective June 1, 2004; emergency 

amendments at 28 Ill. Reg. 12438, effective August 20, 2004, for a maximum of 150 days; 

emergency expired January 16, 2005; amended at 29 Ill. Reg. 1212, effective January 4, 2005; 

amended at 29 Ill. Reg. 10068, effective June 30, 2005; amended at 29 Ill. Reg. 12374, effective 

July 28, 2005; emergency amendment at 29 Ill. Reg. 14547, effective September 16, 2005, for a 

maximum of 150 days; amended at 29 Ill. Reg. 15831, effective October 3, 2005; amended at 30 

Ill. Reg. 1835, effective January 26, 2006; amended at 30 Ill. Reg. 2766, effective February 21, 

2006; amended at 30 Ill. Reg. 8494, effective April 21, 2006; amended at 31 Ill. Reg. 10645, 

effective July 16, 2007; amended at 32 Ill. Reg. 3413, effective February 22, 2008; amended at 

32 Ill. Reg. 13263, effective July 25, 2008; emergency amendment at 32 Ill. Reg. 18876, 

effective November 21, 2008, for a maximum of 150 days; amended at 33 Ill. Reg. 5462, 

effective March 24, 2009; amended at 34 Ill. Reg. 1582, effective January 12, 2010; amended at 

34 Ill. Reg. 15357, effective September 21, 2010; amended at 35 Ill. Reg. 4315, effective 

February 23, 2011; peremptory amendment at 35 Ill. Reg. 14663, effective August 22, 2011; 

amended at 35 Ill. Reg. 16755, effective September 29, 2011; amended at 36 Ill. Reg. 2191, 

effective January 24, 2012; amended at 36 Ill. Reg. 12455, effective July 23, 2012; emergency 

amendment at 36 Ill. Reg. 12903, effective July 24, 2012, for a maximum of 150 days; amended 

at 37 Ill. Reg. 199, effective December 19, 2012; amended at 37 Ill. Reg. 8379, effective June 

12, 2013; amended at 37 Ill. Reg. 16729, effective October 2, 2013; amended at 38 Ill. Reg. 

11261, effective May 6, 2014; amended at 38 Ill. Reg. 18933, effective September 8, 2014; 

amended at 38 Ill. Reg. 21788, effective November 3, 2014; amended at 39 Ill. Reg. 6649, 

effective April 27, 2015; amended at 39 Ill. Reg. 13722, effective October 5, 2015; amended at 

40 Ill. Reg. 4940, effective March 2, 2016; amended at 40 Ill. Reg. 12346, effective August 9, 

2016, amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________. 

 

SUBPART A:  DEFINITIONS 

 

Section 25.10  Accredited Institution 

 



ILLINOIS REGISTER 

 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
NOTICE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

 
As used in this Part, "institution" means either a regionally accredited institution of higher 

learning as specified in Section 21B-105 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21B-105] when 

referring to an institution located within the United States or a not-for-profit entity approved by 

the Illinois Board of Higher Education [105 ILCS 5/21B-105].  Accordingly, any coursework 

required for, or counted towards fulfilling the requirements for, a credential issued pursuant to 

this Part shall be completed at or accepted by a regionally accredited institution or an approved 

not-for-profit entity, and approval of preparation programs under Subpart C of this Part shall be 

available only to regionally accredited institutions or approved not-for-profit entities.  

Coursework completed in another country shall be subject to the provisions of Section 25.425 of 

this Part. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

SUBPART B:  LICENSES  

 

Section 25.15  Types of Licenses; Exchange  

 

Article 21B of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/Art. 21B] establishes a new system of educator 

licensure to be implemented on or before July 1, 2013 that will replace the system of certification 

set forth in Article 21 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/Art. 21].  The requirements of this 

Section apply to the initial exchange of Illinois teaching, special, administrative, school service 

personnel and other types of educator certificates for the corresponding license and endorsement 

authorized under Article 21B of the School Code and this Part.  

 

a) The system of licensure to be established shall consist of the following licenses as 

set forth in Section 21B-20 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21B-20].  The license 

that corresponds to each teaching, special, administrative, school service 

personnel or other types of educator certificates or approvals previously issued by 

the State Board of Education is as follows. 

 

1) Professional Educator License 

Any individual holding an initial, standard or master teaching certificate, 

special certificate, administrative certificate or school service personnel 

certificate prior to July 1, 2013 shall have that certificate converted to a 

professional educator license upon implementation of the new system of 

licensure.   

 

A) Certificates subject to exchange are listed in Appendix C. 

 

B) The current renewal and registration status of an individual's 

certificate (i.e., valid and active, valid and exempt, lapsed), as well 
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as any sanctions (i.e., suspended or revoked) imposed on the 

certificate at the time of the exchange, shall be noted in the State 

Board of Education's electronic Educator Licensure Information 

System (ELIS) when the applicable endorsement is added to the 

professional educator license.   

 

C) Each endorsement on a teaching or special certificate shall be 

recorded on the professional educator license issued pursuant to 

this Section. 

 

i) Any individual holding an Illinois teaching certificate with 

approval in bilingual education, English as a Second 

Language or English as a New Language issued pursuant to 

23 Ill. Adm. Code 1.780 (Standards for Teachers in 

Bilingual Education Programs) shall have that approval 

recorded on the professional educator license as a 

comparable endorsement indicating the grade levels to be 

served and, as applicable, the transitional bilingual 

language of instruction.  

 

ii) Any individual holding an Illinois teaching certificate with 

approval issued under 23 Ill. Adm. Code 226.810 (Special 

Education Teaching Approval) for Learning Behavior 

Specialist I, early childhood special education or bilingual 

special education shall receive an approval letter that 

indicates the grade levels and age ranges of the students to 

be served. 

 

iii) Any individual holding an Illinois teaching certificate and 

short-term emergency certification issued under Section 

25.48 shall receive a short-term emergency approval letter. 

 

iv) Any individual holding an Illinois teaching certificate and 

approval under 23 Ill. Code 226.820 for school social 

worker, school psychologist or school nurse intern shall 

receive an approval letter indicating the school support 

personnel area of approval.  

 

D) Each administrative or school service personnel certificate for 

which an endorsement will be issued pursuant to Section 21B-25 

of the School Code shall be recorded on the professional educator 
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license issued pursuant to this Section.  As applicable, each 

endorsement issued on the administrative or school service 

personnel certificate also shall be recorded as a separate 

endorsement on the professional educator license. 

 

E) Any individual holding a master certificate issued under Section 

21-2 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21-2] shall be issued a 

professional educator license with a National Board for 

Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) master teacher 

designation.  (See 105 ILCS 5/21B-65.)  An NBPTS master 

teacher designation shall not qualify a licensee to teach in a 

particular field except as provided in this subsection (a)(1)(E). 

 

i) Any individual who, on or after July 1, 2012, has been 

issued a Master Certificate pursuant to Section 21-2 of the 

School Code [105 ILCS 5/21-2] or a National Board for 

Professional Teaching Standards designation on a 

Professional Educator License pursuant to Section 21B-65 

of the School Code may work as a teacher only in an area 

for which he or she also holds the Illinois endorsement 

required for that position.  (Section 21B-65 of the School 

Code)[105 ILCS 5/21B-65]  Therefore, after July 1, 2012, 

the area of NBPTS certification obtained by an individual 

shall be noted on the master certificate as a "NBPTS master 

teacher designation", rather than an Illinois endorsement, 

and that designation shall automatically transfer to the 

professional educator license.  

 

ii) Any individual who, prior to June 30, 2012, has been 

issued an endorsement for a particular area on a Master 

Certificate may work as a teacher in that area even without 

having been issued the Illinois endorsement required for 

that position.  (Section 21B-65 of the School Code)[105 

ILCS 5/21B-65]  An Illinois endorsement placed on a 

master certificate previous to July 1, 2012 will be shown as 

an endorsement on the professional educator license.   

 

2) Educator License with Stipulations 

Any individual holding a provisional, alternative provisional (i.e., teaching 

or administrative), resident teacher, provisional vocational, temporary 

provisional vocational, transitional bilingual or visiting international 
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certificate or holding approval to serve as a paraprofessional shall have 

that certificate or approval converted to an educator license with 

stipulations upon implementation of the new system of licensure.  An 

educator license with stipulations shall be endorsed with one or more 

endorsements authorized under Section 21B-20(2) of the School Code 

[105 ILCS 5/21B-20(2)].  Each endorsement shall correspond to the 

certificate or approval that the individual held prior to July 1, 2013.  That 

is: 

 

A) An individual holding a provisional certificate issued under 

Section 21-10(B) of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21-10(B)] shall 

be issued an educator license with stipulations endorsed for 

"provisional educator" and the area of endorsement (i.e., teaching, 

administrative or school support personnel) and, as applicable, for 

the grade levels and subject areas that are listed on the provisional 

certificate.   

 

i) In accordance with Section 21B-20(2)(A) of the School 

Code, a provisional educator endorsement for principals 

may not be issued, nor may any person with a provisional 

educator endorsement serve as a principal in a public 

school in this State.  An individual with a provisional 

certificate or an educator license with stipulations endorsed 

for provisional educator (general administrative) who is 

employed as a principal for the 2012-13 school year may 

continue to serve in that capacity through the end of that 

school year. 

 

ii) After July 1, 2013, an educator license with stipulations 

endorsed for provisional educator (general administrative) 

may be issued, but all deficiencies identified for the receipt 

of a professional educator license endorsed for general 

administrative shall be satisfied and an application 

submitted for the endorsement, by the deadlines set forth in 

Section 21B-20(2)(A) of the School Code.  After that time, 

the requirements of Section 25.337 and 23 Ill. Adm. Code 

30 (Programs for the Preparation of Principals in Illinois) 

shall apply for individuals seeking employment as 

principals or assistant principals. 

 



ILLINOIS REGISTER 

 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
NOTICE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

 
B) An individual holding an alternative provisional teaching 

certificate issued under Section 21-5b or 21-5c of the School Code 

[105 ILCS 5/21-5b and 21-5c] shall be issued an educator license 

with stipulations endorsed for "alternative provisional educator" 

and for the content areas and grade levels currently on the 

alternative provisional teaching certificate. 

 

C) An individual holding an alternative administrative certificate 

issued under Section 21-5d of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21-5d] 

shall be issued an educator license with stipulations endorsed for 

"alternative provisional superintendent". 

 

D) An individual holding a resident teacher certificate issued under 

Section 21-11.3 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21-11.3] shall be 

issued an educator license with stipulations endorsed for "resident 

teacher" and for the content areas and grade levels on the resident 

teacher certificate. 

 

E) An individual holding a provisional vocational certificate issued 

under Section 21-10(C)(1) of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21-

10(C)(1)] shall be issued an educator license with stipulations 

endorsed for "career and technical educator" and for the content 

areas and grade levels on the provisional vocational certificate. 

 

F) An individual holding a temporary provisional vocational 

certificate issued under Section 21-10(C)(2) of the School Code 

shall be issued an educator license with stipulations endorsed for 

"provisional career and technical educator" and for the content 

areas and grade levels on the temporary provisional vocational 

certificate. 

 

G) An individual holding a transitional bilingual certificate issued 

under Section 14C-8 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/14C-8] shall 

be issued an educator license with stipulations endorsed for 

"transitional bilingual educator", as well as for the transitional 

bilingual language and grade levels indicated on the transitional 

bilingual certificate. 

 

H) An individual holding a visiting international teacher certificate 

issued under Section 25.92 shall be issued an educator license with 

stipulations endorsed for "visiting international educator", as well 
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as for the transitional bilingual language, content area and foreign 

language on the visiting international teacher certificate. 

 

I) An individual holding a paraprofessional approval letter issued 

under Section 25.510 of this Part who either has an associate 

degree or has a minimum of 60 semester hours of college credit 

from a regionally accredited institution of higher education, or who 

has passed a test of basic skills required under Section 21B-30 of 

the School Code shall be issued an educator license with 

stipulations endorsed for "paraprofessional educator".   

 

J) An individual holding paraprofessional approval issued under 

Section 25.510 who has fewer than 60 semester hours of college 

credit or has not passed a test of basic skills shall receive a 

paraprofessional approval letter issued by the State Superintendent 

of Education. 

 

3) Substitute Teaching License: 

Any individual holding a substitute teaching certificate issued under 

Section 21-9 of the School Code shall be issued a substitute teaching 

license. 

 

4) An individual holding an interim certificate endorsed in a school support 

personnel area pursuant to Subpart D shall not be issued a license but shall 

receive an approval letter issued by the State Superintendent. 

 

5) An individual holding an educational interpreter approval at the standard 

or master level issued pursuant to Section 25.550 shall receive an 

educational interpreter approval.  An individual holding an educational 

interpreter approval at the initial level shall be issued an interim approval, 

which shall be valid for the period of time remaining in the validity period 

of the initial approval issued and shall not be renewed. 

 

b) The applicable license, any endorsements on that license and the status of those 

endorsements (see Section 25.15(a)(1)(B)) shall be recorded in the State Board of 

Education's electronic Educator Licensure Information System (ELIS) (see 

http://www.isbe.net/certification/).  The licensee may view the certificate 

exchange in the ELIS; no paper copies of his or her license will be issued.   

 

c) The professional educator license or the educator license with stipulations 

received under this Section shall be valid for the period of time remaining in the 
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validity period of the Illinois certificate that was exchanged for the license.  After 

this initial validity period, provided that any conditions for renewal of the license 

are met: 

 

1) all professional educator licenses are valid until June 30 immediately 

following five years of being issued  (Section 21B-20(1) of the School 

Code)[105 ILCS 5/21B-20(1)]; and 

 

2) each educator license with stipulations is valid for the period of time set 

forth in Section 21B-20(2) of the School Code for the specific 

endorsement.    

 

d) Applicability 

 

1) The provisions of subsection (c) of this Section do not apply to: 

 

A) A NBPTS' master designation on a professional educator license, 

which shall remain valid for the length of time that an individual's 

NBPTS certification is in effect (see Section 25.832 of this Part);  

 

B) A substitute teaching license issued under this Section, which shall 

be valid until June 30, 2018, and may be renewed provided the 

licensee has passed Illinois' test of basic skills required under 

Section 21B-30 of the School Code and Section 25.520 of this 

Part.  An individual who has passed a test of basic skills for the 

first licensure renewal is not required to retake the test for further 

renewals (Section 21B-20(3) of the School Code); 

 

C) An educator license with stipulations endorsed for provisional 

career and technical educator issued under this Section, which shall 

be valid until June 30, 2018, and may be renewed for one, five-

year period provided the licensee has passed Illinois' test of basic 

skills required under Section 21B-30 of the School Code and 

Section 25.720 of this Part and has completed a minimum of 20 

semester hours of coursework from a regionally accredited 

institution and as otherwise provided in Section 21B-20(2)(F) of 

the School Code and Section 25.72 of this Part;  

 

D) Any educator license with stipulations endorsed for 

paraprofessional educator shall be valid until June 30 following 

five years of the license being issued pursuant to this Section. 
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2) An educator educational interpreter approval shall be valid until June 30 

following five years of the approval being issued pursuant to this Section; 

this subsection (d)(2) does not apply to any interim approval issued. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

Section 25.25  Requirements for the Professional Educator License  
 

Beginning July 1, 2013, the requirements of this Section shall apply to the issuance of 

professional educator licenses.  All professional education and content-area coursework that 

forms part of an application for licensure, endorsement or approval submitted under this Part that 

is received on or after February 1, 2012 must have been passed with a grade no lower than "C" or 

equivalent in order to be counted towards fulfillment of the applicable requirements. 

 

a) Each applicant shall: 

 

1) hold a bachelor's degree; 

 

2) have completed an approved Illinois educator preparation program for the 

type of endorsement (i.e., teaching, administrative or school support 

personnel) sought on the professional educator license (see Subpart C), 

including coursework addressing: 

 

A) the psychology of, the identification of, and the methods of 

instruction for the exceptional child, including without limitation 

the learning disabled (Section 21B-20(1) of the School Code [105 

ILCS 5/21B-20(1)]), which shall focus on the characteristics and 

methods of instruction for cross-categorical special education 

students so that all teachers: 

 

i) understand the impact that disabilities have on the 

cognitive, physical, emotional, social and communication 

development of an individual and provide opportunities 

that support the intellectual, social and personal 

development of all students; 

 

ii) understand how students differ in their approaches to 

learning and create instructional opportunities that are 

adapted to diverse learners; and  
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iii) understand instructional planning and design instruction 

based on knowledge of the discipline, students, community 

and curriculum goal; 

 

B) methods of reading and reading in the content area (Section 21B-

20(1) of the School Code)[105 ILCS 5/21B-20(1)], which for 

teachers and administrators shall address each of the following 

standards: 
 

i) varied instructional approaches used before, during, and 

after reading, including those that develop word 

knowledge, vocabulary, comprehension, fluency, and 

strategy used in the content areas; 

 

ii) the construction of meaning through the interactions of the 

reader's background knowledge and experiences, the 

information in the text, and the purpose of the reading 

situation; 

 

iii) communication theory, language development, and the role 

of language in learning; 

 

iv) the relationships among reading, writing and oral 

communication and understanding how to integrate these 

components to increase content learning; 

 

v) the design, selection, modification and evaluation of a wide 

range of materials for the content areas and the reading 

needs of the student; 

 

vi) variety of formal and informal assessments to recognize 

and address the reading, writing, and oral communication 

needs of each student; and 

 

vii) varied instructional approaches that develop word 

knowledge, vocabulary, comprehension, fluency, and 

strategy use in the content areas; and 

 

C) methods of reading and reading in the content area (Section 21B-

20(1) of the School Code)[105 ILCS 5/21B-20(1)], which for 
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school support personnel shall address each of the following 

standards: 

 

i) understands how students acquire reading competency; 

 

ii) understands reading deficits and reading levels, and how 

they contribute to a student's ability to succeed in 

kindergarten through grade 12; 

 

iii) understands the correlation of behavior and classroom 

culture (discipline, management, control, influence on 

engagement) on reading development and reading 

acquisition; and  

 

iv) uses the skills and strategies specific to their school support 

personnel specialty to support or enhance reading skill 

development, as applicable; and 

 

D) complete a program satisfaction survey on the State Board of 

Education's Educator Licensure Information System (ELIS) before 

receiving his or her professional educator license; 

 

3) pursuant to Section 21B-35 of the School Code, have completed a 

comparable teaching or administrative preparation program in another 

state or country (see Section 25.425 of this Part), including: 

 

A) coursework in the methods of instruction of the exceptional child 

(Section 21B-35(a)(3) of the School Code) in cross-categorical 

special education that meets the requirements of subsection 

(a)(1)(A);  

 

B) coursework in methods of reading and reading in the content area 

(Section 21B-35(a)(4) of the School Code) that meets the 

requirements of subsection (a)(1)(B); and  

 

C) coursework in instructional strategies for English language 

learners (Section 21B-34(a)(5) of the School Code), which shall 

address bilingual education, English as a Second Language or 

English as a New Language methods;  
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4) pursuant to Section 21B-35 of the School Code, have completed a 

comparable school support personnel preparation program in another state 

or country (see Section 25.425), including college coursework in: 

 

A) the methods of instruction of the exceptional child (Section 21B-

35(a)(3) of the School Code) in cross-categorical special 

education, which shall meet the requirements outlined in 

subsection (a)(1)(A);  

 

B) the methods of reading and reading in the content area (Section 

21B-35(a)(4) of the School Code), which shall meet the 

requirements outlined in subsection (a)(1)(C); and 

 

C) instructional strategies for English language learners (Section 

21B-35(a)(5) of the School Code), which shall align to standards 

for addressing second language acquisition and the diverse learner 

set forth in the Standards for the Speech-Language Pathologist (23 

Ill. Adm. Code 28.230) or, for other school support personnel, the 

applicable standards in 23 Ill. Adm. Code 23 (Standards for School 

Support Personnel Endorsements). 

 

b) Each applicant for a professional educator license endorsed in a teaching field 

shall have completed: 

 

1) 32 semester hours, or a major as identified by the accredited institution on 

the individual's official transcript, in early childhood education, 

elementary education, or a field of specialization, as applicable to the type 

of endorsement sought on the professional educator license; and  

 

2) student teaching in conformance with the requirements of Section 25.620, 

except in the following circumstances:  

 

A) Applicants awarded credit in student teaching on a transcript 

issued by a regionally accredited institution of higher education 

and presenting evidence of teaching experience, as verified by the 

employer, need not complete another student teaching experience, 

except as may be required under Section 25.37. 

 

B) One full year's teaching experience on a valid certificate or license 

in the public schools shall be accepted in lieu of student teaching.   
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c) For the purposes of this Part: 

 

1) a "valid certificate or license" means a certificate or license endorsed in 

the specific teaching field and grade levels for which Illinois licensure is 

sought that is equivalent to an educator license with stipulations endorsed 

for provisional educator or an Illinois professional educator license; and 

 

2) "one full year's teaching experience" means the equivalent of two 

semesters of scheduled full-time teaching, which may, however, be 

accumulated in any combination of increments.  That is, it need not be 

accumulated through full-time teaching. 

 

d) Evidence of teaching experience, as may be required under this Part, may be 

satisfied in one of the following ways: 

 

1) For teachers employed in Illinois public schools, verification of the 

teacher's experience obtained from the State Board of Education's ELIS 

may be used. 

 

2) The chief administrator or other designated official of the employing 

school district or nonpublic school (or other employing entity, if 

applicable to the holder of a professional educator license endorsed for 

early childhood; also see subsection (d)(4)) may submit a letter 

documenting the nature and duration of the applicant's teaching. 

 

3) A letter signed by an official of the state education agency in another state 

may be substituted for an employer's letter when the latter cannot be 

secured. 

 

4) Early childhood teaching experience shall be understood as contributing to 

the fulfillment of this requirement if gained in a position for which a 

professional educator license endorsed for early childhood was required 

pursuant to the rules of the State Board of Education at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 

235 (Early Childhood Block Grant). 

 

5) Experience gained while teaching in a home school shall not be applicable 

to the fulfillment of this requirement. 

 

e) Each applicant for a professional educator license endorsed in an administrative 

or school support personnel field shall meet the applicable requirements of 

Subpart D or E, respectively. 
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f) The professional educator license shall be endorsed in accordance with this Part. 

 

g) Each applicant shall be required to pass the tests required for the professional 

educator license as specified in Section 21B-30 of the School Code [105 ILCS 

5/21B-30] and Section 25.720 of this Part.  

 

h) Nothing in this Section is intended to preclude an applicant from seeking the 

issuance of an educator license with stipulations endorsed for provisional educator 

in specific fields (i.e., teaching, administrative or school support personnel) and, 

as applicable, content areas and grade levels under Section 21B-20 of the School 

Code in the event that the individual has failed to meet one or more of the 

requirements for a professional educator license in his or her area of endorsement.   

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

Section 25.48  Short-Term Emergency Approval in Special Education 

 

Beginning September 1, 2018, the short-term emergency approval shall no longer be issued.  The 

provisions of this Section shall apply to school districts, special education cooperatives and joint 

agreements, regional superintendents of schools, nonpublic special education facilities approved 

by the State Board of Education pursuant to 23 Ill. Adm. Code 401 (Nonpublic Special 

Education Facilities) and certain other facilities pursuant to 23 Ill. Adm. Code 405 (Payments to 

Certain Facilities under Section 14-7.05 of the School Code). 

 

a) An individual who wishes to receive a short-term emergency approval shall: 

 

1) hold an Illinois professional educator license endorsed for a teaching field 

or an educator license with stipulations endorsed for transitional bilingual 

educator (which need not be valid for the grade levels to be taught under 

the temporary emergency approval as otherwise required by Appendix A 

to 23 Ill. Adm. Code 1 (Public Schools Evaluation, Recognition and 

Supervision)) valid for teaching a different grade range than the grade 

range sought); 

 

2) present evidence of having completed college-level coursework 

encompassing a "survey of exceptional children" as well as any one of the 

three other areas required pursuant to 23 Ill. Adm. Code 226.810(b); and 

 

3) submit the required fee along with an application to the State Board of 

Education, on a form supplied by the Board, that: 
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A) includes a plan for the individual's acquisition of an LBS I 

endorsement valid for the grade range to be taught approval by 

completing a supervised clinical experience that qualifies for 

college credit, as well as coursework covering: 

 

i) diagnosis of, and the characteristics of children with, all the 

disabilities encompassed by the LBS I credential, 

 

ii) methods appropriate for teaching children with all the 

disabilities encompassed by the LBS I credential, and 

 

iii) adaptations or modifications of the general curriculum to 

meet the needs of students with the disabilities 

encompassed by the LBS I credential; and 

 

B) describes the supervision the individual will receive from an 

individual who holds a professional educator license endorsed for 

special education supervision pursuant to Section 25.497. 

 

b) Each applicant's plan shall be validated by an authorized representative of the 

college or university that operates the approved teacher preparation program 

under whose auspices the applicant will complete necessary coursework. 

 

c) Each applicant's plan shall be validated by an authorized representative of the 

employing entity.  In addition to verifying that the required supervision will be 

provided, this representative shall verify that the employing entity has been 

unable to secure the services of an individual who is appropriately licensed for the 

teaching position in question and shall describe the entity's recruitment efforts in 

this regard. 

 

d) Approval of an individual's application shall be specific to the teaching 

assignment and employer described in the application but shall be transferrable to 

a new employer, provided that the conditions of subsection (c) are met by the new 

employer. 

 

e) Upon approval of an application by the State Superintendent of Education, the 

individual shall have three years, beginning with the next academic term, in which 

to complete the coursework described in subsection (a)(3)(A) and receive the LBS 

I endorsement under Section 25.43 following passage of the content-area test 
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required for the endorsement.  This three-year period shall not include intervals 

during which any of the following circumstances apply: 

 

1) serious illness or the onset or exacerbation of a disability; 

 

2) care of an immediate family member during serious illness or disability; 

 

3) destruction of the licensee's dwelling; or 

 

4) other circumstances that cause the time the individual could otherwise 

devote to acquiring additional credentials to be taken up with other 

responsibilities that cannot be avoided without serious financial hardship 

or other family disruption (e.g., death of a spouse that results in the need 

to take a second job or assume operation of a business). 

 

f) An individual who experiences any of the circumstances discussed in subsection 

(e) may submit information to the State Superintendent of Education describing 

the situation.  This information shall be accompanied by relevant evidence, such 

as a physician's statement, insurance claim or other applicable documentation of 

the facts.  The State Superintendent shall issue a response indicating the period of 

time for which the three-year deadline shall toll, which shall take into account the 

relationship of the academic term to the individual's circumstances. 

 

g) The short-term emergency approval shall not be renewed. 

 

1) An individual who does not obtain the LBS I endorsement within the time 

allotted shall not be assigned to a special education teaching position. 

 

2) An individual who does obtain the LBS I endorsement shall become 

subject to the provisions of Section 25.47. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

Section 25.97  Endorsement for Elementary Education (Grades 1 through 6) 

 

The requirements of 23 Ill. Adm. Code 1.710 (Requirements for Elementary Teachers) shall 

apply to the preparation of any candidate who completes a program approved in accordance with 

those provisions before September 1, 2018 and applies for or is entitled for has the elementary 

education endorsement issued by September 1, 2019.  For candidates prepared in a program 

approved using the standards set forth at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 20 (Standards for Endorsements in 
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Elementary Education), as well as those completing programs on or after September 1, 2018, the 

requirements of this Section shall apply.  

 

a) The endorsement for self-contained general elementary education in grades 1 

through 6 shall be affixed to the professional educator license.   

 

b) Each candidate for an endorsement in self-contained general elementary 

education shall complete a 32 semester hour major in elementary education 

offered by an Illinois program approved for the preparation of elementary 

education teachers pursuant to Subpart C.  The program shall include: 

 

1) coursework that addresses at least three areas of the sciences (i.e., 

physical, life, and earth and space); 

 

2) coursework that address at least four areas of the social sciences (i.e., 

(history, geography, civics and government, and economics of Illinois, the 

United States and the world); and  

 

3) a student teaching experience that meets the requirements of Section 

25.620 for those candidates who will be receiving the professional 

educator license for the first time. 

 

c) Each candidate shall be required to pass the applicable tests, as required by 

Section 21B-30 of the School Code, subject to the provisions of Section 25.720 of 

this Part.    

 

d) Additional elementary endorsements (e.g., elementary mathematics, elementary 

reading) may be added to the professional educator license endorsed for self-

contained elementary education in accordance with the provisions of Section 

25.37. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

Section 25.100  Teaching Endorsements on the Professional Educator License 

 

Beginning July 1, 2013, the structure of teaching endorsements available on the Illinois 

professional educator license is changed.  Appendix E provides a list of the available 

endorsements and shows for each endorsement the related endorsements that were previously 

issued.  Any semester hours of credit presented toward fulfillment of the requirements of this 

Section shall be posted on the candidate's official transcript and may be taken in on-line or 

electronically-mediated courses, provided that college credit is provided for the coursework by a 
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regionally accredited institution of higher education.  All professional education and content-area 

coursework that forms part of an application for licensure, endorsement or approval that is 

received on or after February 1, 2012, must have been passed with a grade no lower than "C" or 

equivalent in order to be counted towards fulfillment of the applicable requirements.   

 

a) Content-specific endorsements (e.g., science − biology, social science − 

economics) shall be required in conjunction with some endorsements, as shown in 

Appendix E.  Except in the case of foreign language, a licensee shall be 

authorized to teach all the subjects encompassed by a particular endorsement, 

regardless of the content-specific endorsement or endorsements received in 

conjunction with that endorsement.  However, a licensee may not teach honors 

courses, as these are defined by the employing district, or Advanced Placement 

courses in a subject for which he or she does not hold the content-specific 

endorsement.  For example, a secondary science teacher with a content-specific 

endorsement for science − biology may not teach honors physics or chemistry 

unless he or she holds a content-specific endorsement in science − physics or 

science − chemistry. 

 

b) The provisions of subsection (a) do not apply to endorsements in a particular 

content area available prior to July 1, 2004 that were not exchanged for the 

endorsement currently available.  Individuals holding these endorsements shall 

teach only the specific content encompassed by the endorsement issued.  For 

instance, an individual who holds an endorsement in biology (rather than 

"sciences" with a content-area endorsement in science − biology) shall teach only 

biology and no other science content.  An individual who wishes to teach other 

subjects in the same field or grade levels shall be required to apply for the 

relevant new endorsement in keeping with Section 21B-40 of the School Code 

[105 ILCS 5] and meet the applicable requirements of this Section. 

 

c) Endorsements at Time of Issuance of the Professional Educator License 

 

1) Pursuant to Section 21B-25 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21B-25], 

each professional educator license shall be specifically endorsed by the 

State Board of Education for each content area and grade-level range for 

which the holder of the license is qualified to teach and for which 

application has been made. 

 

2) The professional educator license issued shall be endorsed in keeping with 

the program completed and the related content-area test passed by the 

candidate and for any other subject in which the individual: 
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A) meets the requirements of subsection (d), (f), (g), (h), (i), (j) or (k); 

or 

 

B) has accumulated 24 semester hours of college credit demonstrably 

related to the subject area, either as a subset of an approved 

program at an Illinois institution or from one or more regionally 

accredited institutions of higher education, with at least 12 

semester hours at the upper-division or graduate level, as defined 

by the institution offering the coursework, and has passed the 

applicable content-area test. 

 

d) Certain endorsements or content-specific endorsements listed in Appendix E have 

no corresponding content-area test (see Section 25.710).  The provisions of this 

subsection (d) shall apply to the issuance of these endorsements and content-

specific endorsements. 

 

1) For an applicant who is receiving an Illinois professional educator license 

endorsed for a teaching field, the institution that offered the approved 

program completed by the applicant shall indicate that the applicant has 

met the standards applicable to the endorsement or the particular content-

specific endorsement, except that the requirements of subsection (k) shall 

apply to the issuance of endorsements in safety and driver education 

beginning with applications received on or after February 1, 2012. 

 

2) An applicant prepared out of state, or an applicant who is already licensed 

in Illinois and is seeking to add a new endorsement or a content-specific 

endorsement in one of these subjects, other than an endorsement in safety 

and driver education, shall: 

 

A) present verification from an institution with an approved educator 

preparation program that he or she is prepared in the area covered 

by the endorsement or content-specific endorsement sought; or 

 

B) present evidence of completion of 24 semester hours of 

coursework (subject to further limitations as set forth in this 

Section) in the area covered by the endorsement or content-specific 

endorsement sought. 

 

3) An applicant prepared out of state or an applicant who is already licensed 

in Illinois and is seeking to add a new endorsement in safety and driver 

education shall be subject to the requirements set forth in subsection (k). 
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e) Addition of Endorsements to Currently Held Professional Educator Licenses  

Individuals seeking to endorse currently held professional educator licenses shall 

apply for the endorsements, using ELIS, and pay the fee required under Section 

21B-40 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21B-40]. 

 

1) When an applicant qualifies for an endorsement, its issuance shall be 

reflected on ELIS. 

 

2) An endorsement will be issued for any subject in which the individual: 

 

A) meets the requirements of subsection (d), (f), (g), (h), (i), (j) or (k); 

or 

 

B) for other content areas not referenced in subsection (e)(2)(A), has 

accumulated 24 semester hours of college credit demonstrably 

related to the subject area, either as a subset of an approved 

program at an Illinois institution or from one or more regionally 

accredited institutions of higher education (with at least 12 

semester hours at the upper-division or graduate level, as defined 

by the institution offering the coursework, for secondary 

endorsements) and has passed the applicable content-area test; any 

coursework to be considered (whether undergraduate or graduate 

level) shall be posted on the individual's official transcript. 

 

f) Special provisions shall apply to the issuance of endorsements in the sciences and 

social sciences.  The requirements of subsections (f)(1) through (4) relate to 

endorsements and content-specific endorsements in these fields based on the 

standards found at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 27.140 through 27.260.  (See Appendix E.) 

 

1) An individual seeking to add an endorsement and a content-specific 

endorsement in either of these fields who does not already hold that 

endorsement with one of its other available content-specific endorsements 

shall be required to pass the content-area test for the content-specific 

endorsement sought and either: 

 

A) be recommended for the endorsement and the content-specific 

endorsement by an institution with an approved program in the 

subject area based on having completed coursework sufficient to 

address the applicable content-area standards; or 
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B) present evidence of having accumulated 32 semester hours of 

college coursework in the field, from one or more regionally 

accredited institutions, that meets the following requirements: 

 

i) at least 12 semester hours of credit must have been earned 

in the subject area of the content-specific endorsement 

sought; and 

 

ii) some portion of the coursework completed must have 

addressed at least two additional content-specific 

endorsements within the field; and 

 

iii) in the case of the sciences, the coursework completed must 

have included both biological and physical science. 

 

2) The requirement stated in subsection (f)(1) shall apply whenever an 

individual seeks to add his or her first endorsement in one of these fields. 

 

3) An individual may receive a subsequent content-specific endorsement in 

the same field if he or she has: 

 

A) passed the applicable content-area test and completed 12 semester 

hours of coursework in the subject area of the content-specific 

endorsement; or 

 

B) completed a major in the content area of the content-specific 

endorsement. 

 

4) An individual who holds an endorsement in the sciences or social sciences 

under the structure that was in effect prior to July 1, 2004 may receive an 

endorsement and a content-specific endorsement in that field under the 

new structure by passing the content-area test for the content-specific 

endorsement sought and, effective with applications received on or after 

February 1, 2012, completing 12 semester hours of coursework in the 

subject area of the content-specific endorsement.  He or she may then 

qualify for additional content-specific endorsements in the field pursuant 

to subsection (f)(3). 

 

g) Special provisions shall apply to the issuance of endorsements for reading 

teachers and reading specialists.  A reading teacher is a teacher whose assignment 

involves teaching reading to students.  A reading specialist is a teacher whose 
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assignment involves the provision of technical assistance and/or professional 

development to other teachers and may also include teaching reading to students. 

 

1) Reading Teacher 

This endorsement shall not be issued alone as an individual's first teaching 

credential.  An individual who holds an Illinois professional educator 

license and who receives an endorsement for some teaching field other 

than reading shall be eligible to receive this additional endorsement on 

that license when he or she presents evidence of: 

 

A) having passed the applicable content-area test (i.e., reading teacher 

or reading specialist) and having been recommended for the 

endorsement by virtue of completing an approved reading teacher 

preparation program based on the standards set forth at 23 Ill. 

Adm. Code 27.110 that requires at least 24 semester hours of 

graduate or undergraduate coursework in reading (as posted on the 

individual's official transcript), including a practicum involving 

clinical experience with two or more students and at two or more 

grade levels, at an institution that is recognized to offer teacher 

preparation programs in Illinois; or 

 

B) having passed the applicable content-area test and having 

completed 24 semester hours of graduate or undergraduate 

coursework in reading (as posted on the individual's official 

transcript), including a practicum, at one or more regionally 

accredited institutions of higher education, provided that all the 

following areas were addressed: 

 

i) foundations of reading; 

 

ii) content-area reading; 

 

iii) assessment and diagnosis of reading problems; 

 

iv) developmental and remedial reading instruction and 

support; 

 

v) developmental and remedial materials and resources; and 

 

vi) literature appropriate to students across all grade ranges. 

 



ILLINOIS REGISTER 

 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
NOTICE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

 
2) Reading Specialist 

 

A) Each candidate for the reading specialist endorsement shall hold an 

Illinois professional educator license or an educator license with 

stipulations endorsed for provisional educator.  The candidate also 

shall present evidence of two years of teaching experience either 

on an educator the professional educator license in an Illinois 

school or on a comparable out-of-state certificate or license valid 

for teaching at any of the grade levels of early childhood, 

elementary, middle, secondary or special K-12.  Each candidate 

shall be eligible to receive the reading specialist endorsement on 

the professional educator license when he or she presents evidence 

of having completed the teaching experience required under this 

subsection (g)(2)(A). 

 

B) Each candidate shall hold a master's degree or higher awarded by a 

regionally accredited institution of higher education. 

 

C) Each candidate shall have completed a K-12 reading specialist 

preparation program approved pursuant to Subpart C, or a 

comparable program, as defined in Section 25.425(a), offered out 

of state, that includes clinical experiences with five or more 

students at both the elementary (i.e., kindergarten through grade 8) 

and secondary levels and leads to the issuance of a master's or 

higher degree, provided that a person who holds one master's 

degree shall not be required to obtain a second one.  For purposes 

of the clinical experiences, a candidate shall work with at least one 

student enrolled in elementary grades and at least one student 

enrolled in secondary grades and may work with students one on 

one or in a group.  Each candidate shall have been recommended 

for the endorsement by the institution offering the program. 

 

D) Each candidate shall be required to pass the content-area test for 

reading specialist. 

 

h) Special provisions shall apply to endorsements and content-specific endorsements 

in foreign languages. 

 

1) For individuals who are seeking a professional educator license for the 

first time, an endorsement for a specific foreign language may be placed 

on the license when an individual has completed a major area of 
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concentration in the language, totaling 32 semester hours or as otherwise 

identified by a regionally accredited institution on the individual's official 

transcript and passed the applicable content-area test. 

 

2) For individuals who currently hold professional educator licenses with at 

least one endorsement for a foreign language, an endorsement for a 

different foreign language may be added when an individual has passed 

the applicable content-area test.   

 

3) For individuals who currently hold professional educator licenses 

endorsed in teaching fields other than foreign language, an endorsement 

for a foreign language may be added upon completion of 24 semester 

hours of college credit in the language, either as an approved program at 

an Illinois institution or from one or more regionally accredited 

institutions of higher education, and passage of the applicable content-area 

test.  The endorsement issued shall be for only the grade levels for which 

the individual's professional educator license currently is endorsed.  This 

subsection (h)(3) also is applicable to candidates seeking a professional 

educator license for the first time to be endorsed in a teaching field other 

than foreign language. 

 

4) Section 25.95 sets forth additional provisions for licensure in foreign 

languages under specified circumstances. 

 

i) Requirements for Elementary, Middle Grades and Bilingual Education  

 

1) The requirements of Section 25.97, rather than the requirements of this 

Section, shall apply to credentials and assignments in the elementary 

grades. 

 

2) The requirements of Section 25.99, rather than the requirements of this 

Section, shall apply to credentials and assignments in the middle grades, 

except that Section 25.99 shall be read in conjunction with this Section 

with respect to reading and library information specialist assignments in 

the middle grades.   

 

3) The requirements of 23 Ill. Adm. Code 1.780, 1.781 and 1.782, rather than 

the requirements of this Section, shall apply to credentials and 

assignments in the areas of bilingual education and English as a Second 

(New) Language. 
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j) An additional endorsement for "technology specialist" shall be issued only upon 

presentation of evidence that the applicant has completed at least 24 semester 

hours of college coursework demonstrably related to the subject area at one or 

more regionally accredited institutions of higher education that is aligned to 23 Ill. 

Adm. Code 27.470 (Technology Specialist), and has passed the relevant content-

area test. 

 

k) Beginning with applications received on or after February 1, 2012, an 

endorsement in safety and driver education shall be issued when the applicant 

provides evidence of having completed 24 semester hours of college credit in the 

field, with at least 12 semester hours at the upper-division or graduate level (as 

posted on the individual's official transcript), as defined by the institution offering 

the coursework, distributed as follows: 

 

1) 3 semester hours in injury prevention or safety; 

 

2) 12 semester hours in driver education that include: 

 

A) driving task analysis (introduction to driver education); 

 

B) teaching driver education in the classroom; 

 

C) teaching the laboratory portion of the driver education course, 

including: 

 

i) on-street teaching under the supervision of a qualified 

driver education teacher; 

 

ii) the equivalent of at least one semester hour of preparation 

in and use of driving simulation; and 

 

iii) the equivalent of at least one semester hour of preparation 

in and use of multiple-car programs; and 

 

D) advanced driver education and emergency evasive driving; 

 

3) 3 semester hours in first aid and cardiopulmonary resuscitation; and 

 

4) 6 semester hours chosen in any combination from: 

 

A) the use of technology in instruction; 
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B) safety issues related to alcohol and other drugs; 

 

C) driver education for students with disabilities; and 

 

D) any other safety-related area. 

 

l) Special provisions shall apply to the issuance of endorsements for gifted 

education teachers and gifted education specialists. A gifted education teacher is a 

teacher whose assignment involves teaching gifted students.  A gifted education 

specialist is a teacher whose assignment involves the provision of technical 

assistance and/or professional development to other teachers and may also include 

teaching gifted students. 

 

1) Gifted Education Teacher 

This endorsement shall not be issued alone as an individual's first teaching 

credential.  An individual who holds an Illinois professional educator 

license endorsed at any of the grade levels of early childhood, elementary, 

middle, or secondary, or for special K-12, or who receives an endorsement 

for some field other than gifted education, shall be eligible to receive this 

additional endorsement on that license when he or she presents evidence 

of: 

 

A) having passed the applicable content-area test and having been 

entitled for the endorsement by virtue of completing an approved 

gifted education teacher preparation program that aligns to the 

standards set forth at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 27.490 (Gifted Education 

Teacher) that requires at least 24 semester hours of undergraduate 

or graduate coursework in gifted education at an institution that is 

recognized to offer teacher preparation programs in Illinois 

pursuant to Subpart C; or 

 

B) having passed the applicable content-area test and having 

completed 24 semester hours of undergraduate or graduate 

coursework in gifted education (as posted on the individual's 

official transcript), including a practicum, at one or more 

regionally accredited institutions of higher education, provided that 

all the following areas were addressed: 
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i) characteristics of the field of gifted education as it pertains 

to gifted children, including their cognitive, creative and 

affective development; 

 

ii) the wide range of ways in which a child is gifted; issues 

and practices in identifying and serving gifted children; and 

the manner in which assessment data shape decisions about 

identification, learning progress and outcomes; and 

 

iii) theoretical and research-based data necessary for the development 

of programs, curriculum and instructional sequences for gifted 

children, especially those serving gifted students from diverse 

populations. 

 

2) Gifted Education Specialist 

Each candidate for the gifted education specialist endorsement shall hold a 

professional educator license endorsed at any of the grade levels of early 

childhood, elementary, middle or secondary, or for special, and have at 

least two years of teaching experience on that license, or on a comparable 

out-of-state certificate or license, involving the education of gifted 

students.  Each candidate shall be eligible to receive this endorsement on 

the professional educator license when he or she presents evidence of 

having completed the required teaching experience. 

 

A) Each candidate shall hold a master's degree or higher degree 

awarded by a regionally accredited institution of higher education. 

 

B) Each candidate shall have completed a gifted education specialist 

preparation program for prekindergarten through grade 12 

approved pursuant to Subpart C, or a comparable program, as 

defined in Section 25.425(a), offered out of state, that aligns to the 

standards set forth at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 27.495 (Gifted Education 

Specialist).  The program shall include clinical experiences with 

five or more students in both prekindergarten through grade 8 and 

grades 9 through 12 and lead to the issuance of a master's or higher 

degree, provided that a person who holds one master's degree shall 

not be required to obtain a second one. For purposes of the clinical 

experiences, a candidate shall work with at least one student 

enrolled in prekindergarten through grade 8 and at least one 

student enrolled in grades 9 through 12 and may work with a 

student one on one or in a group. The clinical experience shall also 
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include coaching or mentoring one or more teachers on the topic of 

gifted education.  Each candidate shall have been entitled for the 

endorsement by the institution offering the program.  

 

C) Each candidate shall be required to pass the content-area test for 

gifted education specialist. 

 

D) An individual who qualifies for the gifted education specialist 

endorsement may receive the endorsement on his or her 

professional educator license for assignment in any of 

prekindergarten through grade 12. 

 

m) Each individual, who is first assigned to teach a particular subject on or after July 

1, 2004 based on completion of the minimum requirements for college 

coursework in that subject that are set forth at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 1.737(b), 

1.745(b)(3), or 1.755(c), as applicable, but who has not met the requirements of 

this Section for an endorsement in that subject area, shall have three years after 

the date of first assignment to meet those requirements and receive the relevant 

endorsement.  An individual who does not do so shall become ineligible to teach 

the subject in question in any subsequent semester, unless he or she later receives 

the endorsement. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

SUBPART C:  APPROVING PROGRAMS THAT PREPARE PROFESSIONAL 

EDUCATORS IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS 

 

Section 25.115  Educator Preparation Providers  

 

In order for an institution to offer one or more programs that prepare professional educators, that 

institution must be recognized, and the educator preparation provider (EPP) responsible for the 

programs must be recognized, by the State Board of Education in consultation with the State 

Educator Preparation and Licensure Board (SEPLB).  Each program that is offered by a 

recognized institution must also be individually approved by the State Board of Education in 

consultation with SEPLB (see Section 25.120).  Electronic transmission of written materials 

pursuant to this Subpart C is required.  

 

a) In order to be considered for recognition, a degree-granting institution of higher 

education shall: 

 

1) be regionally accredited;  
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2) be approved by the Illinois Board of Higher Education to operate as a 

postsecondary degree-granting institution under the provisions of the 

Private College Act [110 ILCS 1005] and the Academic Degree Act [110 

ILCS 1010] or, if the out-of-state institution is not required to seek 

authorization to operate from the Illinois Board of Higher Education, be 

approved to offer educator preparation programs by the state that granted 

it operating authority; and 

 

3) sponsor a course of study leading to a license issued under Article 21B of 

the School Code [105 ILCS 5/Art. 21B] and this Part. 

 

b) In order to be considered for recognition, an eligible not-for-profit EPP shall 

conduct or propose to conduct at least one approved program that will prepare 

professional educators and leads to a license issued pursuant to Article 21B of the 

School Code and this Part, and the not-for-profit EPP shall meet the definition of 

"institution" set forth in Section 25.110. 

 

c) In the case of a not-for-profit entity, all advertising materials, candidate 

handbooks, catalogues, and candidate contracts shall display prominently the fact 

that the entity does not offer higher education credit and that there is no guarantee 

that the Illinois license or any endorsement affixed to that license earned by the 

candidate will be honored or accepted for exchange in another state. 

 

d) The procedures set forth in this subsection (d) shall apply to initial recognition of 

an institution and the concurrent recognition of the EPP. The initial approval of 

the educator preparation programs within that institution shall follow the 

procedures set forth in Section 25.120. 

 

1) An institution shall notify the State Board of Education of its desire to 

initiate the initial recognition process by submitting a letter of intent to the 

State Superintendent of Education.  Within 30 days after receipt of the 

notification, the State Superintendent shall respond to the institution, 

identifying the staff member who will be responsible for assisting the 

institution and inviting the institution to submit an institutional report to 

that individual. 

 

2) The institution shall submit an institutional report to the State 

Superintendent of Education, in the quantity and format specified by the 

State Superintendent, that includes: 
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A) evidence indicating that the institution meets the conditions 

described in subsection (a) or (b); 

 

B) a written description that addresses each of the components set 

forth in this subsection (d)(2)(B): 

 

i) identification of the EPP; its mission, purposes or goals; its 

authority and responsibilities for professional education; 

and its coordination of the institution's various educator 

preparation programs; 

 

ii) identification of the dean, chair or director who is officially 

designated to represent the EPP and is assigned the 

authority and responsibility for its overall administration 

and operation; 

 

iii) evidence of the institution's commitment and resources for 

the proposed program, to include the EPP's operational 

budget and evidence that the institution's president or 

provost supports the educator programs being proposed; 

 

iv) a chart of the administrative and organizational structure of 

the EPP; 

 

v) the written policies and procedures that guide the 

operations of the EPP; 

 

vi) the EPP's policies for monitoring and evaluating its 

operations, the quality of its offerings, performance of 

candidates and effectiveness of its graduates; and 

 

vii) the EPP's published criteria for admission to and exit from 

all preparation programs for professional educators, and 

process for development and submission of summary 

reports of candidate performance at the time they exit the 

program. 

 

3) State Board of Education staff shall review the institutional report and 

within 60 days either: 
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A) find the institutional report to be adequate and invite the institution 

to submit a proposal that meets the requirements of Section 25.120 

for each of the programs the institution wishes to implement; or 

 

B) find the institutional report not to be adequate, at which time no 

further review of the institution shall occur unless the institution 

submits a revised institutional report addressing the deficiencies 

identified.  

 

4) The State Superintendent of Education may authorize the scheduling of an 

on-site review visit to the institution at the mutual convenience of the 

affected institution and State Board staff when the program proposal 

required under Section 25.120 is submitted and found adequate.  If the 

program proposal is found not to be adequate, a site visit may be 

scheduled to determine if the deficiencies identified are such that it is 

unlikely the institution will be recognized. 

 

A) For visits conducted in Illinois, the institution will be required to 

provide housing (including a work room) for the personnel 

conducting the review visit; or  

 

B) For visits conducted out of state, the institution will be required to 

provide housing (including a work room), transportation and meals 

for the personnel conducting the review visit. 

 

e) From a pool of individuals (i.e., State Board staff or others external to the agency) 

who have been trained in the applicable standards and procedures, the State 

Superintendent shall empanel a team to conduct the review visit to verify the 

information provided by the institution as required by subsection (d)(2).  If the 

team members are not employees of the State Board, a staff member of the State 

Board of Education or designee (individual who State Board staff requests to 

serve as a reviewer who is trained to perform duties that could constitute a 

conflict of interest for State Board staff) shall accompany the team to ensure that 

applicable standards, procedures, rules and statutes are addressed.   

 

f) The review team shall prepare a draft report about the onsite visit within 30 

business days after the conclusion of the visit, and the institution shall have 30 

business days to correct any factual errors.  The team shall review the institution's 

suggested revisions and make appropriate changes.  The review team shall 

provide the final report to the State Superintendent within 30 business days after 
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receipt of the institution's suggested corrections.  The State Superintendent shall 

provide the final report to the institution within 10 business days after receiving it. 

 

g) Within 30 business days after receipt of the final report, the institution shall 

submit to the State Superintendent either a letter stating agreement with the 

report's findings or a rejoinder to those findings.   

 

1) The rejoinder must indicate the grounds for disagreement with one or 

more of the review team's findings and include documentation to support 

the institution's position. 

 

2) All documentation must describe conditions that existed at the time of the 

review visit.  (Changes made by the EPP after the visit will not be 

considered.) 

 

3) All documentation must relate directly to the standards and procedures 

that applied at the time of the review visit.   

 

h) Staff of the State Board of Education shall convey to SEPLB a recommendation, 

accompanied by the review team's final report; the institution's letter of agreement 

or rejoinder; a response to that rejoinder provided by the review team; and any 

other relevant documentation that was available to the staff.   

 

i) SEPLB, after reviewing all the relevant materials, shall convey its 

recommendation to the State Superintendent that the State Board of Education: 

 

1) Recognize the institution and EPP, and approve one or more proposed 

educator preparation programs, thereby authorizing the institution to 

conduct the approved programs and to recommend candidates for 

licensure by entitlement; or   

 

2) Recognize the institution and the EPP, and deny approval of one or more 

proposed educator preparation programs, thereby authorizing the 

institution to conduct the approved programs and to recommend 

candidates for licensure by entitlement for the approved programs and 

prohibit the conduct of the proposed programs denied approval.  Programs 

denied approval may resubmit a request for program approval at a later 

date; or 
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3) Deny recognition of the institution and EPP, and deny approval of one or 

more educator preparation programs, thereby prohibiting the conduct of 

the proposed programs.   

 

j) Actions following upon the recommendation of SEPLB to the State 

Superintendent of Education shall be as described in Section 25.160.  

 

k) Recognition of the institution and EPP shall be for a period of seven years.  The 

process for State reauthorization beyond the seven-year period shall be as set forth 

in Sections 25.125 and 25.127.   

 

l) EPPs shall enter each candidate for licensure into the Educator Licensure 

Information System (ELIS) upon entry into the preparation program. Candidates 

shall be placed in a pre-completion status until recommended for license. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

Section 25.120  Initial Approval of Educator Preparation Programs by the State Board of 

Education  
 

The procedures set forth in this Section shall apply to the initial approval or redesign of educator 

preparation programs established by institutions that are already recognized, including those that 

have been granted initial recognition under Section 25.115.  Additional considerations for 

approval of programs for foreign language are stated in Section 25.147. 

 

a) The institution shall submit to the State Superintendent of Education a program 

proposal meeting the requirements set forth in this subsection (a).  As applicable 

to the program being proposed, requirements in addition to this subsection (a) 

may be found in 23 Ill. Adm. Code 30 (Programs for the Preparation of Principals 

in Illinois) and 23 Ill. Adm. Code 33 (Programs for the Preparation of 

Superintendents in Illinois). 

 

1) Evidence that the proposed program meets the applicable professional 

education and content-area standards established by the State Board of 

Education; the standards shall include: 

 

A) the national content standards accepted by the State Board of 

Education and listed on the State Board of Education's website at 

www.isbe.net; 
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B) the applicable content standards set forth at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 20, 

21, 23, 26, 27, 28 or 29;  

 

C) the standards set forth at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 24 (Standards for All 

Illinois Teachers) or the Educational Leadership Policy Standards:  

ISLLC 2008, adopted by the National Policy Board for 

Educational Administration and posted at 

http://www.ccsso.org/Documents/2008/Educational_Leadership_ 

Policy_Standards_2008.pdf (no later additions to or editions of 

these standards are incorporated), as applicable;  

 

D) the State Board of Education's Social and Emotional Learning 

Standards set forth at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 555.Appendix A to the 

extent that educators understand the standards and how they apply 

to students in kindergarten through grade 12; and 

 

E) the CAEP 2013 Accreditation Standards posted at 

http://caepnet.org/ (no later amendments to or editions of these 

standards are incorporated). 

 

2) A description of the criteria for admission to, retention in and exit from the 

program, including the required grade point average and minimum grade 

requirements for the institution.   

 

3) A description of the program assessments to be used, as relevant to the 

program being proposed, and how the faculty will collect, analyze and use 

the data from the assessments used. 

 

4) Identification of the faculty members with primary responsibility for 

preparing professional educators in the program and faculty members' 

qualifications for their positions. 

 

5) A description of the course of study, field experiences and clinical 

practice.  The descriptions of field experiences and clinical practices shall 

include: 

 

A) the criteria and measures taken to ensure candidates gain 

experience in diverse settings and with students with varying 

demographic characteristics;  

 



ILLINOIS REGISTER 

 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
NOTICE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

 
B) the measures taken to ensure that candidates gain experience with 

technology relevant to the profession; and 

 

C) the program's requirements for faculty supervision of field 

experiences and clinical practice. 

 

6) A description and the proportion of coursework offered by distance 

learning or video-conferencing technology. 

 

b) After consideration of the proposal, SEPLB shall inform the State Board of 

Education that SEPLB convey tothe State Superintendent its recommendation that 

the State Board of Education either: 

 

1) ApprovesApprove the proposed new educator preparation programs, 

thereby authorizing the EPP to conduct the programs and to recommend 

candidates for licensure by entitlement; or 

 

2) DeniesDeny approval of the proposed programs, thereby prohibiting the 

conduct of the affected programs (a program denied by the State Board of 

Education will be allowed to resubmit its program proposal for 

reconsideration at a later time or, after notification of a denial 

recommendation, a program may withdraw its proposal from 

consideration within the timelines set forth in Section 25.160(b), at which 

time no denial action will be taken). 

 

c) Actions following upon the decisionrecommendation of SEPLB to the State 

Superintendent of Education shall be as described in Section 25.160. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

Section 25.127  Reporting; Review of State Reauthorized Educator Preparation Providers, 

and Individual Programs and Entitlement Audits 

 

a) Annual Reporting for State Reauthorized EPPs 

Each EPP shall submit to the State Board the reports set forth in this subsection 

(a) annually by the deadlines indicated.  The data and information contained in the 

reports shall be used by the State Board as part of its review of an EPP and its 

programs for State reauthorization. Upon establishment of a state agreement with 

CAEP, CAEP-accredited EPPs are subject to the review and reporting 

requirements enumerated at http://caepnet.org/ rather than the reporting required 

under this subsection (a). 
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1) No later than AprilNovember 30 annually, each State reauthorized EPP 

shall submit data and other information relative to the measures listed in 

subsections (a)(1)(A) and (B) for the prior reporting year (i.e., September 

1 through August 31). 

 

A) Impact Measures 

 

i) Student learning and development in the prekindergarten 

through grade 12 setting; 

 

ii) Observations of teaching effectiveness;  

 

iii) Employer satisfaction; and 

 

iv) Completer satisfaction (i.e., completer survey results). 

 

B) Outcome Measures 

 

i) Completer rate; 

 

ii) Graduation rate; 

 

iii) Licensure rate; and 

 

iv) Employment rate (in a position for which licensure is 

sought). 

 

2) No later than April 1 of each year, each institution shall submit to the State 

Superintendent of Education, using a form supplied by the State 

Superintendent, its program completers' pass rates on the tests required for 

receipt of the professional educator license pursuant to this Part and other 

information required by Title II of the Higher Education Act (20 USC 

1027).  Further, each institution shall make this information readily 

available to the public on an annual basis and shall include it in or with 

publications routinely sent to potential applicants, school counselors and 

prospective employers of the institution's program completers. 

 

3) Each EPP shall submit a separate annual program report for each State 

reauthorized program to the State Superintendent of Education, in a format 

defined by the State Superintendent, no sooner than February October 1 
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and no later than April November 30.  Content-specific endorsements (see 

Section 25.100(a)) shall be considered separate programs for reporting 

purposes.  The annual program report shall: 

 

A) update any information previously provided;  

 

B) summarize data about the program's overall structure, faculty and 

candidates; 

 

C) provide the results of the applicable content-area test and the 

Teacher Performance Assessment (TPA):   

 

i) If at least 80% percent of an institution's teacher 

preparation program completers have passed the content 

area test in each of the preceding three years, the institution 

shall be deemed to be adequately addressing the Standards 

for All Illinois Teachers set forth at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 24;   

 

ii) If at least 80% percent of an institution's administrative 

endorsement program completers have passed the 

applicable content-area tests for administrative 

endorsement in each of the preceding three years, the 

institution shall be deemed to be adequately addressing the 

standards set forth in subsection (e)(2); and 

 

iii) beginning with reports submitted in October 2016, if at 

least 80% percent of candidates during their student 

teaching experience have passed the TPA, the institution 

shall be deemed to be adequately addressing the standards 

set forth in Section 25.120; 

 

4) An indication of completer effectiveness from the performance 

evaluations conducted under Article 24A of the School Code [105 

ILCS 5/Art. 24A] shall be provided for principals beginning in 

2014 and for teachers beginning in 2018; and 

 

5) As relevant to the institution, a report on all programs provided by 

the institution that have been approved as an alternative route to 

licensure under Sections 25.65 and 25.67 (through September 30, 

2016) or Section 25.60 (beginning January 1, 2013), and Section 

25.311 (beginning January 1, 2013) shall be submitted. 
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b) Annual Reporting for CAEP-Accredited EPPs 

 

1) An EPP accredited by CAEP shall undergo CAEP's annual reporting 

process. 

 

2) No later than April 1 of each year, each institution shall submit to the State 

Superintendent of Education, using a form supplied by the State 

Superintendent, its program completers' pass rate on the tests required for 

receipt of the professional educator license pursuant to this Part and other 

information required by Title II of the Higher Education Act (20 USCA 

1027).  Further, each institution shall make this information readily 

available to the public on an annual basis and shall include it in or with 

publications routinely sent to potential applicants, school counselors and 

prospective employers of the institution's program completers. 

 

c) Each EPP shall include in its annual report to ISBE its policy on Teacher 

Performance Assessment plagiarism and cheating, including the EPP's options for 

disciplinary action. 

 

d) Additional Reporting for State Reauthorized EPPs Through April 20, 

2019November 30, 2018 

In addition to the reports required under subsection (a), each EPP shall submit a 

report to the State Superintendent, in a format specified by the State 

Superintendent, no sooner than February October 1 and no later than April 

November 30 of the academic year (i.e., September 1 through August 31) in 

which a review pursuant to subsection (c) is scheduled.  The report shall include:  

 

1) a description of how the EPP has addressed any concerns about applicable 

standards identified in any of the program reports produced pursuant to 

subsection (a) submitted in each of the last seven years preceding the 

review;  

 

2) any changes in the institution or in the EPP that affects the operation of the 

EPP;  

 

3) any new programs approved in the last seven years;  

 

4) the percentage of individuals in the last seven years who completed the 

program and received a license or endorsement who were hired into a 
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related school position in the field for which the license or endorsement 

was issued; and  

 

5) aggregated data regarding the effectiveness of the completers of the 

program from the performance evaluations conducted under Article 24A 

of the School Code (to be provided for principals beginning in 2014 and 

for teachers beginning in 2018). 

 

e) Data Collection Pilot Program 

Beginning September 1, 2017, all EPPs must participate in a two-year Statewide 

data collection pilot program as part of its annual reporting requirement. The pilot 

program pilot will replace the current State annual program report submission and 

will be used to inform the State Board's new yearly program reporting process. 

The pilot program will collect data on each preparation program's enrollees and 

completers and be tied to employment, testing and survey data collected by the 

State Board.  

 

fd) Periodic Review of State Reauthorized EPPs Through November April 30, 20198 

The recognition of an EPP shall be subject to review every seven years through 

State reauthorization or CAEP accreditation.  This cycle shall begin in accordance 

with a timeline established by the State Superintendent of Education or designee. 

The approval of the EPP's programs shall be subject to review in each year after 

the EPP receives initial State recognition.  Actions taken as a result of these 

reviews shall be as set forth in Section 25.130. 

 

ge) Review of State Reauthorized EPPs Starting December 1, 2018  

 

1) An EPP planning to be accredited by CAEP shall undergo CAEP's initial 

or continuing accreditation process for Specialty Professional Association 

Review with National Recognition or Program Review with Feedback 

developed by CAEP (see http://caepnet.org/). The EPP shall notify the 

State Board in writing of its continuing accreditation status no later than 

30 days after receiving CAEP's notification. 

 

2) A State reauthorized EPP shall undergo CAEP's Program Review with 

Feedback process (see http://caepnet.org/) and submit data and 

information required to the State Superintendent of Education for 

consideration.   

 

hf) State Board of Education staff may visit a recognized institution at any time with 

one day's advance notice and may ask to speak with faculty, candidates or 
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administrators.  All records shall be made available to State Board of Education 

staff upon request.   

 

ig) Changes to State Reauthorized Programs 

 

1) Using a format identified by the State Superintendent of Education, a State 

reauthorized institution may request changes to one or more currently 

approved programs by submitting documentation of the proposed changes 

no later than 60 days prior to the date upon which the changes will take 

effect.   

 

2) State Board staff shall review the proposed changes and make a 

recommendation to SEPLB, which shall submit its recommendation to the 

State Superintendent.  The State Superintendent may accept, modify or 

reject any of the recommendations of SEPLB State Board staff issued in 

accordance with this subsection (gf).  In cases in which SEPLB'sthe State 

Superintendent's modification or rejection results in an action that has 

negative consequences for the program, the actions to be taken shall be as 

described in Section 25.160.   

 

jh) An EPP that decides to change from State reauthorization to CAEP accreditation, 

or vice versa, must notify the State Board of Education. 

 

k) Audit of Licensure Entitlements 

 

1) Pursuant to Section 21B-5 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5], the State 

Board of Education shall conduct annual audits of recognized institution 

licensure entitlements.   

 

2) Each institution recognized under this Subpart C shall submit to the State 

Board annually a list of all individuals entitled by the institution in the 

previous 12 months. For each individual, the institution shall submit the 

name, Illinois Educator Identification Number (IEIN) and areas in which 

the individual was licensed or endorsed. 

 

A) Each institution shall submit to the State Board of Education by 

June 30 any data and other information that responds to the 

requirements of Section 21B-25 of the School Code. 

 



ILLINOIS REGISTER 

 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
NOTICE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

 
B) An audit of each institution shall be conducted at least once every 

five years in accordance with Section 21B-25 of the School Code. 

Data and information from the audits shall be used to determine if 

the EPP has met the requirements of Section 21B-100 of the 

School Code and this Subpart.  

i) Institutions undergoing an entitlement audit must submit 

requested documentation to the State Board of Education 

within six weeks after the request is made.  

ii) In the event that a determination is made that the 

requirements set forth in Section 21B-100 of the School 

Code or this Part have not been met, the provisions of 

section 25.130 of this Part shall apply. 

iii) State Board staff may visit a recognized institution at any 

time with one day's advance notice and may ask to speak 

with licensure officers, candidates or administrators if they 

find a deficiency or other problem during the audit that 

needs to be addressed. All records shall be made available 

to the State Board of Education staff upon request.  

 

iv) Institutions identified as in violation of 21B-100 of the 

School Code must submit a remediation plan within 60 

days after a written request  has been received by the 

institution. 

● The plan shall include remedies identified by State 

Board of Education staff and SEPLB, as well as 

internal procedures for improvement; 

● The plan shall include a timeline for 

implementation; and 

● The plan and timeline shall be approved by State 

Board of Education staff prior to implementation. 
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v) When subsection (k)(2)(B)(iv) is applicable, an institution 

shall not enter any additional entitlements until evidence 

that remedies identified by State Board of Education staff 

and SEPLB have been implemented. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

SUBPART D:  SCHOOL SUPPORT PERSONNEL 

 

Section 25.235  Endorsement for School Psychologists  

 

a) Each candidate for the school support personnel endorsement for school 

psychologist shall hold a master's or higher degree in psychology or educational 

psychology with a specialization in school psychology. 

 

b) Each candidate shall have completed an Illinois program approved for the 

preparation of school psychologists pursuant to Subpart C or a comparable 

approved program in another state or country or hold a comparable certificate or 

license issued by another state or country (see Section 25.425). 

 

c) Each candidate shall have completed both a supervised field experience of at least 

250 hours in a school setting and/or child study center and either a one-year, full-

time internship under the direction of an intern supervisor or one year of full-time 

work experience as a school psychologist on a valid out-of-state school 

psychology certificate or license or on an Illinois educator license with 

stipulations endorsed for provisional educator with a school support personnel 

endorsement for school psychologist. 

 

d) Each candidate shall be required to pass the applicable content-area test (see 

Section 25.710 of this Part), as well as the test of basic skills, subject to the 

provisions of Section 25.720 and the timeline for the passage of each test set forth 

in Section 21B-30 of the School Code.  (See also 23 Ill. Adm. Code 23.130.)   

 

e) Nothing in this Section is intended to preclude the candidate from seeking the 

issuance of an educator license with stipulations endorsed for provisional educator 

under Section 21B-20 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21B-20] in the event that 

the individual has failed to meet one or more of the requirements for a 

professional educator license endorsed for school psychologist. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 
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Section 25.245  Endorsement for School Nurses  

 

a) Each candidate for the school support personnel endorsement for school nursing 

shall hold a bachelor's degree or higher. 

 

b) Each candidate shall be licensed as a registered professional nurse in Illinois 

pursuant to the Nursing and Advanced Practice Nursing Act [225 ILCS 65]. 

 

c) Each candidate shall have completed an Illinois program approved for the 

preparation of school nurses pursuant to Subpart C or a comparable approved 

program in another state or country or hold a comparable certificate or license 

issued by another state or country. 

 

d) Each candidate shall have met the requirements of either subsection (d)(1) or 

subsection (d)(2). 

 

1) Completion of an internship that: 

 

A) was determined by the approved program to be sufficient in length 

for the candidate to meet the standards set forth at 23 Ill. Adm. 

Code 23.120, but in no case consisted of fewer than 300 hours of 

experiences; and 

 

B) was supervised by a school nurse who holds an endorsement issued 

under this Section with at least two full school years of full-time 

experience as a school nurse and at least one full school year of 

full-time experience with the current employer. 

 

2) Completion of two years of experience as a school nurse prior to July 1, 

1972. 

 

e) Each candidate shall be required to pass the applicable content-area test (see 

Section 25.710), as well as the test of basic skills, subject to the provisions of 

Section 25.720 and the timeline for the passage of each test set forth in Section 

21B-30 of the School Code.  (See also 23 Ill. Adm. Code 23.120.)   

 

f) Nothing in this Section is intended to preclude the candidate from seeking the 

issuance of an educator license with stipulations endorsed for provisional educator 

under Section 21B-20 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21B-20] in the event that 
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the individual has failed to meet one or more of the requirements for a 

professional educator license endorsed for school nurse. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

SUBPART E:  REQUIREMENTS FOR THE LICENSURE OF 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND SUPERVISORY STAFF 

 

Section  25.337  Principal Endorsement (2013) 

 

a) This endorsement is required for principals and assistant principals.   

 

b) A principal endorsement have been accrued while the individual held a valid 

professional educator license endorsed in a teaching field or, until June 30, 

20212019, a school support personnel area (i.e., school counselor, school 

psychologist, speech language pathologist (non-teaching), school nurse, school 

social worker, school marriage and family counselor); or shall be affixed to a 

professional educator license provided that the candidate holds a master's degree 

or equivalent (e.g., juris doctor (J.D.), doctor of philosophy (Ph.D.), doctor of 

education (Ed.D.)) and either successfully completes each of the requirements 

specified in 23 Ill. Adm. Code 30 (Programs for the Preparation of Principals in 

Illinois) or meets each of the requirements specified in Section 21B-35(b-5) of the 

School Code (also see Section 25.425 of this Part).  

 

c) Each candidate shall have: 

 

1) four years of teaching experience or, until June 30, 20212019, working in the 

capacity of school support personnel in a public school or nonpublic school 

recognized by the State Board of Education [105 ILCS 5/21B-25] in accordance 

with 23 Ill. Adm. Code 425 (Voluntary Registration and Recognition of 

Nonpublic Schools), which must 

 

2) four years of experience, which must have been accrued while the 

individual held a valid teaching or, until June 30, 2019, school support 

personnel certificate or license issued by another state authorizing 

employment in an out-of-state public school or in an out-of-state 

nonpublic school meeting out-of-state recognition standards comparable to 

those set forth by the State Board of Education at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 425. 

 

d) For the purposes of Section 21B-25(2)(B) of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21B-

25(2)(B)], a candidate may qualify for the principal endorsement with fewer than 
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4 years of experience upon presentation of certain performance evaluation ratings 

that incorporate data and indicators of student growth (see Article 24A of the 

School Code [105 ILCS 5/Art. 24A] and 23 Ill. Adm. Code 50 (Evaluation of 

Educator Licensed Employees under Articles 24A and 34 of the School Code)). 

 

1) A candidate may qualify with three years of experience if he or she has 

received at least a "proficient" performance evaluation rating in his or her 

three annual performance evaluations conducted. 

 

2) A candidate may qualify with two years of experience if he or she has 

received an "excellent" performance evaluation rating in his or her two 

annual performance evaluations conducted.  

 

e) Each candidate shall be required to pass the applicable content-area test (see 

Section 25.710), as well as the test of basic skills, pursuant to Section 25.720, 

except that individuals who received their initial teaching or school support 

personnel certificate prior to July 1, 1988 are not subject to the requirement to 

pass the test of basic skills. 

 

f) An individual holding a general administrative endorsement issued pursuant to 

Section 25.335 of this Part may have that endorsement converted to a principal 

endorsement in accordance with the process set forth in Section 21B-25 of the 

School Code.   

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

SUBPART F:  GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

Section 25.410  Reporting Requirements for Revoked or Suspended Licenses; License 

Application Denials  

 

a) When a license is suspended or revoked in Illinois or an application for an Illinois 

educator license is denied, all other states and possessions of the United States 

shall be informed of this action through a report to the NASDTEC Educator 

Identification Clearinghouse maintained by the National Association of State 

Directors of Teacher Education and Certification. 

 

b) The license of an individual who voluntarily surrenders that license shall be 

treated as a revoked license.  (See Section 21B-45 of the School Code [105 ILCS 

5].)  An individual who voluntarily surrenders his or her professional educator 
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license or educator license with stipulations also surrenders all of the 

endorsements on that license.  (Also see Section 25.411 of this Part.) 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

 

 

Section 25.425  Individuals Prepared in Out-of-State Institutions  
 

a) In accordance with Section 21B-35 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5], an applicant 

who has completed a comparable state-approved education program of another 

state or country may be granted an Illinois professional educator license endorsed 

in the area (i.e., teaching, administrative or school support personnel) that 

corresponds to the completed program if he or she meets all the generally 

applicable requirements of Article 21B of the School Code (e.g., age and good 

character) and the requirements for the license and the endorsement sought, as 

specified in the applicable Sections of this Part.  As used in each of those 

Sections, a "comparable program" is one that leads to eligibility for service in the 

same specific capacity in the public schools of the state where the program was 

completed and is aligned to the standards set forth in Section 25.115(e).  A 

program completed in the United States shall be considered comparable only if it 

was offered by a regionally accredited institution of higher education or a not-for-

profit entity recognized under Subpart C. 

 

1) The individual shall hold a bachelor's degree or higher from a regionally 

accredited institution of higher education and the degreed major or a 

constructed major must directly correspond to the license or endorsement 

sought and meet the requirements for that endorsement as set forth in 

Section 25.100. (Section 21B-35(a)(2) of the School Code) 

 

2) Each applicant for an Illinois professional educator license endorsed in a 

teaching field who has not been entitled by an Illinois-approved institution 

of higher education must have completed a program that met the 

following requirements. 

 

A) For those who have completed traditional preparation programs, 

these requirements include: 

 

i) college coursework in professional education, including 

pre-student teaching clinical experiences or equivalent 

experience, and student teaching or equivalent experience;  
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ii) coursework in the methods of instruction of the exceptional 

child in cross-categorical special education (Section 21B-

35(a)(3) of the School Code), which shall meet the 

requirements outlined in Section 25.25(a)(1)(A) of this 

Part;  

 

iii) coursework in the methods of reading and reading in the 

content area (Section 21B-35(a)(4) of the School Code), 

which shall meet the requirements outlined in Section 

25.25(a)(1)(B) of this Part; and 

 

iv) coursework in instructional strategies for English language 

learners, which shall address bilingual education, English 

as a Second Language or English as a New Language 

methods (Section 21B-35(a)(5) of the School Code). 

 

B) For those who have completed preparation programs in a school 

support personnel field listed in Subpart D, these requirements 

include college coursework in: 

 

i) professional education, including an internship or 

equivalent experience; 

 

ii) the methods of instruction of the exceptional child in cross-

categorical special education (Section 21B-35(a)(3) of the 

School Code), which shall meet the requirements outlined 

in Section 25.25(a)(1)(A) of this Part;  

 

iii) the methods of reading and reading in the content area 

(Section 21B-35(a)(4) of the School Code), which shall 

meet the requirements outlined in Section 25.25(a)(1)(C); 

and 

 

iv) instructional strategies for English language learners 

(Section 21B-35(a)(5) of the School Code), which shall 

align to standards for addressing second language 

acquisition and the diverse learner set forth in the Standards 

for the Speech-Language Pathologist (23 Ill. Adm. Code 

28.230) or, for other school support personnel, the 
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applicable standards in 23 Ill. Adm. Code 23 (Standards for 

School Support Personnel Endorsement). 

 

C) For those who are seeking an endorsement for principal, the 

applicant's preparation shall be evaluated in accordance with the 

criteria specified in Section 25.337.  

 

D) For those who have completed alternative certification or licensure 

programs, these requirements include graduation from a regionally 

accredited institution with a bachelor's degree and meets the 

requirements for that endorsement as set forth in Section 25.100, 

an intensive course of study approved by that state for this purpose, 

and student teaching or another structured teaching experience that 

forms part of the approved alternative program, as well as the 

coursework specified in subsection (a)(2)(A). 

 

3) Each out-of-state applicant shall have passed each of the Illinois tests 

required for the professional educator license and the endorsement sought, 

as set forth in Section 21B-30 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21B-30] 

and Section 25.720. 

 

4) In accordance with Section 21B-30(f) of the School Code, beginning July 

1, 2015, each applicant who has not been entitled by an Illinois-approved 

institution of higher education for a professional educator license endorsed 

in a teaching field shall pass the TPA (see Section 25.720(e) of this Part). 

Any applicant who completed student teaching by August 31, 2015 may 

pass the Assessment of Professional Teaching (APT) instead (see Section 

25.720(d)).  If the applicant has not met the requirement to pass the TPA 

and is not eligible to take the APT, he or she may: 

 

A) apply for an educator license with stipulations endorsed for the 

grade levels and content area of the endorsement sought, provided 

he or she holds a valid, comparable certificate or license from 

another state and has passed the test of basic skills and applicable 

content-area test required by Section 21B-30 of the School Code 

and Section 25.720 of this Part, and complete the TPA while 

employed as a teacher in an Illinois school district; or   

 

B) enroll in the student teaching portion of an educator preparation 

program offered by an Illinois institution of higher education 
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approved to offer a program pursuant to Subpart C, during which 

time the TPA shall be completed; or  

 

C) for purposes of meeting both the requirements of Section 21B-

30(f) of the School Code and this subsection (a)(4), an applicant 

who provides evidence with his or her application of having at 

least one year of full-time teaching experience and having 

achieved a "proficient" or higher rating, or the equivalent, on his or 

her most recent performance evaluation shall not be required to 

pass the TPA. 

 

b) An individual may receive additional endorsements on a professional educator 

license endorsed for teaching by meeting the applicable requirements of Sections 

25.37 and 25.100. 

 

c) A candidate whose credentials were earned at an institution outside the United 

States shall submit the documents prepared by the foreign institution to a service 

whose evaluations are accepted by the State Board pursuant to subsection (d) to 

determine if the candidate has met the requirements of Section 21B-35(b) of the 

School Code, including the coursework required under subsection (a)(2)(A).  

 

1) After reviewing the documents submitted, the service shall provide to the 

State Superintendent of Education a statement identifying the degree held 

by the individual and indicating whether or not the individual has been 

prepared as an educator.  The service shall also provide a list of the 

courses completed, with the credits earned equated to semester hours.  

 

2) The transcript provided by the service pursuant to subsection (c)(1) shall 

be reviewed to determine whether the individual qualifies for a 

professional educator license and the endorsements for which application 

was made; if so, he or she shall receive the license and the endorsements 

indicated by the coursework completed.  

 

3) If the review of the individual's transcript indicates that he or she does not 

qualify for a professional educator license and the endorsements for which 

application was made, he or she shall receive a notification of the 

deficiencies for the license and the endorsement requested.  

 

d) Evaluation services shall be approved to review foreign credentials for purposes 

of Illinois licensure if they demonstrate experience working on behalf of either the 

National Association of Foreign Student Affairs or the American Association of 
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Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers.  However, the State Board of 

Education may discontinue acceptance of evaluations from any service based on 

evidence of material inconsistencies in reviews.  The State Board shall maintain 

an up-to-date list of all organizations whose reviews are being accepted and shall 

make this list readily available.  

 

e) If either a candidate who has not been entitled by an Illinois-approved institution 

of higher education or an applicant from another country has not met one or more 

of the criteria to receive a professional educator license and endorsements for 

which he or she has applied, the candidate may apply and qualify for an educator 

license with stipulations endorsed for provisional educator if he or she meets the 

requirements of Section 21B-20(2)(A) of the School Code, including passage of 

the Illinois test of basic skills and any Illinois content-area test required for each 

endorsement sought, as required by Section 21B-30 of the School Code and 

Section 25.720 of this Part, either prior to or within one year after issuance of the 

educator license with stipulations endorsed for provisional educator.  (See 

Section 21B-20(2)(A) of the School Code.) 

 

1) Applicants who have not been entitled by an Illinois-approved educator 

preparation program at an Illinois institution of higher education shall 

not receive a provisional educator endorsement on the educator license 

with stipulations if the person completed an alternative licensure program 

in another state, unless the program has been determined to be equivalent 

to Illinois program requirements.  (Section 21B-20(2)(A) of the School 

Code) 

 

2) Applicants shall be eligible for an educator license with stipulations 

endorsed for provisional educator, principal or superintendent, provided 

that they meet the requirements of Section 21B-35(b-5)(1) and (3) of the 

School Code regarding completion of a program approved by another state 

or country and issuance of a certificate or license in a teaching field. 

 

3) The educator license with stipulations endorsed for provisional educator 

shall be issued only once, valid until June 30 immediately following two 

years after the license being issued, unless the licensee, during the time in 

which he or she held the provisional endorsement: 

 

A) passed the test of basic skills and the applicable content-area test, 

as required under Section 21B-20(2)(A)(ii) of the School Code; 

and   
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B) did not work in a public school or nonpublic school recognized by 

the State Board of Education pursuant to 23 Ill. Adm. Code 425 

(Voluntary Registration and Recognition of Nonpublic Schools) at 

any time during the validity period of the educator license with 

stipulations endorsed for provisional educator. 

 

4) An applicant may request one or more endorsements when he or she 

initially applies for the professional educator license and pays only one fee 

required under Section 21B-40 of the School Code.  Applications shall be 

evaluated for only those endorsements requested by the applicant.  For 

those individuals not qualifying for the professional educator license, 

additional endorsements may be requested following issuance of the 

educator license with stipulations upon application and payment of the fee 

required under Section 21B-40; however, the date of approval of any 

additional endorsements shall not extend the validity period of the 

educator license with stipulations. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

Section 25.430  Short-Term Authorization for Positions Otherwise Unfilled 

 

Subject to the provisions of this Section, an entity that is required to employ educator licensed 

teachers may receive short-term authorization to employ an individual who does not hold the 

qualifications required for certain vacant teaching positions when the employing entity has been 

unable to recruit a fully qualified candidate for that position.   

 

a) Applicability 

 

1) The short-term authorization described in this Section shall be available 

with respect to: 

 

A) individuals who lack full qualifications in a content area; or 

 

B) until January 31, 2018, individuals who have not completed the six 

semester hours of coursework specified at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 1.720 

for teachers of middle grades (see Section 1.720(a)(2)(A) and (B)); 

and  

 

C) situations in which the employing entity's need for short-term 

authorization has arisen due to the unforeseen departure of a 

teacher who was fully qualified for the assignment in question.   
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2) The short-term authorization described in this Section shall not be 

available with respect to: 

 

A) special education teaching positions; 

 

B) driver's education positionsindividuals who lack the required grade 

level endorsements for the assignment in question; or 

 

C) individuals who lack the required grade level endorsements for the 

assignment in question. situations in which the employing entity's 

need for short-term authorization has arisen due to the unforeseen 

departure of a teacher who was fully qualified for the assignment 

in question. 

 

b) The employing entity shall apply for short-term authorization by filing with the 

regional superintendent: 

 

1) a description of the vacant position, including the subject area and the 

grade level; 

 

2) evidence of the entity's inability to fill the position with a fully qualified 

individual, except as limited by subsection (a)(2)(C); 

 

3) a statement that the employing entity has not honorably discharged anyone 

in the past year who was fully qualified for the position; 

 

4) the name and Illinois Educator Identification Number (IEIN) of the 

individual the entity wishes to employ for the position, as well as a list of 

the license numbers and content-area and grade level endorsements held 

by that individual; 

 

5) a written assurance that the district will provide the teacher to be 

employed with mentoring and high-quality professional development each 

year in the subject area to be taught; 

 

6) one of the following: 

 

A) a written assurance from an institution of higher education that 

operates a program approved pursuant to Subpart C that leads to 

educator licensure in the content area to be taught that the 
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individual who will be employed is enrolled in coursework that is 

designed to meet the standards applicable to that subject area, or 

 

B) a written assurance from the licensure officer of another institution 

of higher education that offers one or more approved educator 

preparation programs that the individual is enrolled in courses that 

will enable him or her to qualify for the endorsement, or 

 

C) other evidence of enrollment in relevant coursework supplied by 

the individual who will be employed, or 

 

D) a written assurance signed by the individual who will be employed, 

indicating his or her intention to enroll in one or more identified 

courses at a specified institution of higher education in the next 

semester; and 

 

7) a statement of intent, signed and dated by the individual who will be 

employed, stipulating that he or she will complete all requirements for an 

endorsement in the subject to be taught (see Section 25.100) within three 

school years after the issuance of authorization under this Section. 

 

c) Short-term authorization pursuant to this Section shall be issued only when the 

individual identified by the employing entity: 

 

1) holds a professional educator license that is valid for the grade level of the 

proposed assignment; 

 

2) has successfully completed at least nine semester hours of college 

coursework in the subject area to be taught; and 

 

3) has filed the statement of intent required under subsection (b)(7). 

 

d) When the requirements of this Section have been met, the State Superintendent of 

Education shall issue to the employing entity a letter granting short-term 

authorization for the named individual to teach in the specific position for which 

the application was made. 

 

1) The letter shall constitute an authorization to the employing entity and not 

a credential issued to the individual.  As such, it shall not be transferable 

to any other individual, employing entity or teaching assignment. 
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2) Each employing entity that receives an authorization pursuant to this 

Section shall maintain the State Superintendent's letter on file and make it 

available for inspection by representatives of the State Board of Education 

upon request. 

 

e) Short-term teaching authorization issued pursuant to this Section shall be issued 

with respect to a specific school year and shall expire on June 30 immediately 

following the third full year after the authorization was issued. 

 

f) After the end of the validity of authorization received under this Section, the 

individual shall not be eligible to teach in the content area for which approval was 

granted unless he or she has received an endorsement for that content area. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________; effective ____________) 

 

Section 25.485  Licensure of Persons with Prior Certificate or License Sanctions  

 

A previous denial of licensure or another action against an individual's license may indicate that 

issuance, renewal, reinstatement or registration of a license would also currently be 

inappropriate.  Accordingly, each applicant for the issuance, renewal, reinstatement or 

registration of an Illinois professional educator license, an educator license with stipulations or 

substitute teaching license or for the addition of another credential (e.g., endorsement, approval, 

designation), including any credential issued under Subpart G, shall be required to indicate on 

the relevant form whether he or she has ever had a certificate or license denied, suspended or 

revoked in Illinois or any other state.   

 

a) Each individual providing an affirmative response to this question shall be 

required to submit a copy of the notice issued by the responsible agency in the 

state where the action occurred that includes: 

 

1) the date of the action; 

 

2) the reasons for the action; 

 

3) any penalties that were imposed; and 

 

4) the ending date of each penalty, if applicable. 

 

b) Subject to subsection (c) or (d), the State Superintendent of Education shall 

review the information submitted pursuant to subsection (a) and shall determine 

whether issuance, renewal, reinstatement or registration of a license or issuance of 
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one or more additional credentials, as applicable, is appropriate in light of the 

circumstances surrounding the previous denial or suspension (including the 

applicant's age and the background of the applicant at the time of the action), any 

penalty that was imposed, and any evidence the applicant has provided 

concerning his or her good character that may mitigate the defect in his or her 

record.  (Also see Section 25.480(b).) 

 

c) The State Superintendent may review any other license held by the applicant to 

determine if, based on the severity of the misrepresentation, suspension or 

revocation is warranted.   

 

d) An application shall not be evaluated from an individual whose previous denial 

occurred five or fewer years from the date of application.   

 

e) An application from an individual who has had a license revoked either in Illinois 

or another state shall not be considered except that the provisions of this 

subsection shall not apply to any individual who voluntarily surrendered his or her 

license pursuant to Section 21B-45 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5]/21B-45), 

provided that the voluntary surrender was unrelated to a finding of misconduct.  

 

f) An application from an individual whose license had been suspended shall not be 

evaluated for a period of time that is equal to the length of the suspension.  The 

start date of this waiting period shall begin on the day following the date on which 

the suspension was lifted.  The provisions of this subsection (f) shall not apply to: 

 

1) any application to register or renew the license that was subject to the 

suspension, provided that the license was maintained as valid during the 

term of the suspension; and 

 

2) any application to renew another license that was not subject to the 

suspension. 

 

g) Submission of the application following the time period specified in subsection 

(e) or (f) is not a guarantee that the application will be approved and a license, 

endorsement, approval or designation issued.  An individual may appeal the 

decision to deny the application in accordance with procedures set forth in the 

Illinois Administrative Procedure Act [5 ILCS 100/Art. 10].  

 

h) An individual shall not be entitled to a refund of the application fee in the event 

that his or her application is subsequently denied.  
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(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

Section 25.490  Licensure of Persons Who Have Been Convicted of a Crime 

 

Convictions related to certain offenses, other than those listed in Section 21B-80(c) of the School 

Code [105 ILCS 5/21B-80] that result in automatic revocation or denial of licensure, may lead to 

denial of licensure if they demonstrate that the applicant is not of good character as required by 

Section 21B-15 of the School Code.  Accordingly, each applicant for the issuance, registration, 

reinstatement or renewal of an Illinois professional educator license, educator license with 

stipulations or substitute teaching license or for the addition of another credential (e.g., 

endorsement, approval, designation), including any credential issued under Subpart G of this 

Part, shall be required to indicate on the relevant form whether he or she has ever been convicted 

of or is subject to pending criminal charges for a felony or of any sex, narcotics, or drug offense 

(whether felony or misdemeanor) in Illinois or any other state. 

 

a) Each individual providing an affirmative response to this question shall be 

ineligible to receive, register, reinstate or renew a license or to receive an 

additional credential if the offense was one of those enumerated in Section 21B-

80(c) of the School Code or, if the offense was not one of those enumerated, until 

he or she provides to the State Superintendent of Education: 

 

1) a certified court record of the conviction, to include sentencing 

information; 

 

2) evidence that at least one year has elapsed since the end of the sentence for 

the criminal offense, where "sentence" includes any period of supervision 

or probation that was imposed either alone or in combination with a period 

of incarceration or, for criminal offenses enumerated in Section 21B-80(c) 

of the School Code, evidence that at least seven years have elapsed; 

 

3) a personal statement that meets the requirements outlined in Section 

25.480(a); and 

 

4) character references that meet the requirements outlined in Section 

25.480(b) of this Part, in which the authors clearly indicate that they have 

knowledge of the conviction but can also attest to the individual's good 

character, as defined in Section 21B-15 of the School Code, and 

rehabilitation. 

 

b) The State Superintendent shall review the information submitted pursuant to 

subsection (a) of this Section and determine whether licensure, license 
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registration, license renewal, license reinstatement or issuance of one or more 

additional credentials, as applicable, is appropriate, based on whether the offense 

was one of those enumerated in Section 21B-80 of the School Code and, if not, 

whether the evidence of good character, as defined in Section 21B-15 of the 

School Code, and rehabilitation provided is convincing when taken together with 

the gravity of the offense, the individual's age and background at the time of the 

offense, and any criminal penalty that was imposed. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

SUBPART G:  PARAPROFESSIONALS; 

OTHER PERSONNEL 

 

Section 25.550  Approval of Educational Interpreters 

 

Each educational interpreter who serves students with hearing loss in the public schools shall be 

of good character, as defined in Section 21B-15 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5].  Each 

educational interpreter shall be subject to that portion of Section 24-5 of the School Code that 

requires physical fitness and freedom from tuberculosis as may be required under rules of the 

Illinois Department of Public Health at 77 Ill. Adm. Code 696 (Control of Tuberculosis Code).  

Each educational interpreter shall hold a statement of approval from the State Superintendent of 

Education, which shall be identified as valid either for sign language interpreting or oral 

transliteration.  Each individual who is required to hold a statement of approval shall submit an 

application to the State Superintendent, along with the fee required under Section 21B-40 of the 

School Code for those applicants who hold a professional educator license and evidence that he 

or she meets the requirements applicable to the type of approval sought. 

 

a) Approval Criteria 

 

1) Each applicant for approval as an educational interpreter either for sign 

language interpreter or oral transliteration shall: 

 

A) have completed 60 semester hours of college credit from one or 

more regionally accredited institutions of higher education; or 

 

B) hold an associate's degree issued by a regionally accredited 

institution of higher education; or 

 

C) hold a high school diploma or its recognized equivalent and have 

achieved the score identified as passing by the Illinois State Board 
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of Education on one of the examinations for paraprofessionals 

discussed in Section 25.510(b); or  

 

D) hold a high school diploma or its recognized equivalent and have 

passed the written examination administered by the Registry of 

Interpreters for the Deaf (RID). 

 

2) Each applicant for approval as a sign language interpreter also shall have: 

 

A) attained a rating of Level 3.5 or above on the Educational 

Interpreter Performance Assessment (EIPA); or 

 

B) maintained a valid certification from the RID; or 

 

C) maintained a valid Illinois Board for Evaluation of Interpreters (IL 

BEI) Basic Certification or higher issued by the Illinois Deaf and 

Hard of Hearing Commission. 

 

3) Each applicant for approval for oral transliteration also shall have attained 

Transliteration Skills Certification at Level 3 or above. 

 

4) If the applicant is unable to provide evidence of meeting one of the criteria 

set forth in subsection (a)(2), a one-time, interim approval shall be granted 

if each of the following conditions are met.  The interim approval is valid 

until June 30 following two years of the approval being issued.  The 

provisions of this subsection (a)(4) shall not apply to individuals who held 

initial approval issued prior to June 30, 2013. 

 

A) The applicant shall provide evidence of meeting one of the criteria 

listed in subsection (a)(1). 

 

B) The applicant shall have attained a rating of at least Level 3.0 on 

the EIPA. 

 

b) Validity; Renewal 

 

Approval shall be valid for five years, subject to the provisions of Section 21B-20 

of the School Code, and shall be renewable upon presentation of evidence that, 

during the five-year period of the approval's validity, the individual has completed 

50 clock hours of professional development activities. Sign language interpreter 
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approvals shall be renewed in accordance with the timelines established in 

Section 21B-45 of the School Code.  

 

c) Continuing Professional Development  

 

1) An individual may accrue clock hours of professional development by 

participating in conferences, workshops, institutes, seminars, symposia, or 

other, similar training events that: 

 

A) are designed to improve the skills and knowledge of interpreters 

for the deaf; or 

 

B) are organized by an entity that is approved pursuant to Section 

25.855 and address educational concerns. 

 

2) An individual may accrue the required clock hours for continuing 

professional development by completing college coursework that is part of 

an interpreter training program offered by a regionally accredited 

institution of higher education or an Illinois community college.  Clock 

hours will be credited based on 1 semester hour of college coursework 

being equivalent to 15 clock hours of professional development activities.  

 

3) Evidence of Completion 

 

A) Each individual who will be required to complete professional 

development as a condition of renewal shall electronically sign a 

statement of assurance in ELIS attesting to completion of the 

required activities.  For any activity completed under subsection 

(c)(1), the individual shall retain the evidence of completion form 

provided by the entity organizing the event. 

 

B) As evidence of completion of college coursework, the individual 

shall retain a grade report or official transcript issued by the 

institution indicating that he or she has passed the course or 

courses. 

 

C) An educational interpreter who earned continued professional 

development units (CPDUs) on or before June 30, 2014 shall have 

those CPDUs converted to clock hours in accordance with Section 

25.800(d).   
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d) Revocation or Suspension of Approval or other Permissible Sanction 

The provisions of Section 25.510(e) shall apply to the revocation or suspension of 

approval or other permissible sanction for educational interpreters. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

Section 25.560  Approval of Interveners for Students Who Are Deaf-Blind 

 

Each intervener who serves students with Deaf-Blindness in the public schools shall be of good 

character, as defined in Section 21 B-15 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5].  Each intervener shall 

be subject to that portion of Section 24-5 of the School Code that requires physical fitness and 

freedom from tuberculosis as may be required under rules of the Illinois Department of Public 

Health at 77 Ill. Adm. Code 696 (Control of Tuberculosis Code).  Each intervener shall hold a 

high school diploma or its recognized equivalent and a statement of approval from the State 

Superintendent of Education, which shall be identified as valid as an intervener.  Each individual 

who is required to hold a statement of approval shall submit an application to the State 

Superintendent, accompanied by the fee required under Section 21B-40 of the School Code and 

evidence that he or she meets the requirements applicable to the type of approval sought. 

 

a) Approval Criteria 

 

1) Each applicant for approval as an intervener shall: 

 

A) Have completed 60 semester hours of college credit from one or 

more regionally accredited institutions of higher education; 

 

B) Hold an associate's degree issued by a regionally accredited 

institution of higher education; or 

 

C) Have achieved the score identified as passing by the State Board of 

Education on one of the examinations for paraprofessionals 

discussed in Section 25.510(b). 

 

2) Each applicant for intervener shall also demonstrate nationally recognized 

intervener knowledge and skills competencies by holding a National 

Intervener Credential/Certificate. 

 

b) Validity; Renewal 

Approval shall be valid for five years, subject to the provisions of Section 21B-20 

of the School Code, and shall be renewable upon presentation of evidence that, 

during the five-year period of approval's validity, the individual has completed 50 
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professional development (PD) hours.  The number of PDs to be awarded for 

completion of specific activities shall be as set forth in Section 25.875 of this Part, 

as applicable. The approval shall be renewed according to the timelines specified 

in Section 21B-45 of the School Code. 

 

c) Continuing Professional Development 

 

1) An individual may accrue units of PD in accordance with the provisions of 

Section 25.875(k) by participating in conferences, workshops, institutes, 

seminars, symposia or other similar events that: 

 

A) Are designed to improve the skills and knowledge of interveners; 

or 

 

B) Are organized by an entity that is approved pursuant to Section 

25.855 or 25.860 and address educational concerns. 

 

2) An individual may accrue the required credit for professional development 

in accordance with the provisions of Section 25.875(i) by completing 

college coursework that is part of an intervener training program offered 

by a regionally accredited institution of higher education or an Illinois 

community college. 

 

3) Evidence of Completion 

 

A) Along with his or her statement of approval, each individual who 

will be required to complete continuing education as a condition 

of renewal shall record activities completed in ELIS.  For any 

activity completed under subsection (c)(1), the individual shall 

present the attendance form provided by the entity organizing the 

event. 

 

B) As evidence of completion for college coursework, the individual 

shall present a grade report or official transcript issued by the 

institution indicating that he or she has passed the course or 

courses. 

 

d) Revocation or Suspension of Approval or other Permissible Sanction 

The provisions of Section 25.510(e) shall apply to the revocation or suspension of 

approval or other permissible sanction for interveners. 
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(Source:  Added at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

SUBPART H:  CLINICAL EXPERIENCES 

  

Section 25.620  Student Teaching 

 

a) The SEPLB recognizes and accepts student teaching only when it is earned during 

the candidate's final year of his or her educator preparation program and 

conducted in a public school, or a nonpublic school recognized or seeking 

recognition pursuant to 23 Ill. Adm. Code 425 (Voluntary Registration and 

Recognition of Nonpublic Schools), or an out-of-state or international school . 

 

b) Student teaching shall be structured as part of comprehensive field experiences 

and clinical practice, as a supervised part of a teacher preparation program 

approved pursuant to Subpart C, and in accordance with the standards referred to 

in Section 25.115(d). 

 

c) Student teaching shall be completed within the grade range and in the area of 

specialization appropriate to the endorsement sought on the professional educator 

license.  Additional student teaching may occur in areas for which the candidate 

meets the relevant requirements related to staff qualifications in 23 Ill. Adm. Code 

1. 

 

d) Beginning with student teaching conducted in the 2014-15 school year, student  

teaching must be done under the active supervision of a cooperating teacher who 

is licensed and qualified to teach in the area, has three years of teaching 

experience in a public school or nonpublic school recognized or seeking 

recognition pursuant to 23 Ill. Adm. Code 425, has received a proficient or above 

performance rating in his or her most recent evaluation and is directly engaged in 

teaching subject matter or conducting learning activities in the area of student 

teaching.  The requirements of this subsection (d) do not apply in cases in which 

the student teacher: 

 

1) is serving on an educator license with stipulations endorsed for transitional 

bilingual educator; or 

 

2) is working in a school that is not legally required to employ teachers with 

licensure and either has two years of teaching experience at that school or 

presents to the employer the evidence described in Section 25.25(b) 

documenting that he or she has two years of teaching experience in one or 

more other schools in which the chief administrator is required to hold a 
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professional educator license endorsed for either general administrative or 

principal and the majority of teachers are required to hold a professional 

educator license endorsed for the grade levels and in the content area in 

which they are employed; or 

 

3) holds a substitute teaching license and is not subject to the limitations of 

Section 21B-20(3) of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21B-20(3)]. 

 

e) In order for a recognized Illinois teacher education institution to award credit for 

student teaching, the following requirements must be met. 

 

1) The student teacher must be enrolled in a student teaching course at the 

institution. 

 

2) The school district or nonpublic school and the institution of higher 

education shall jointly agree to the student teaching placement and the 

responsibilities of each person to be involved. 

 

3) The school district or nonpublic school shall ensure the requirements of 

Section 2-3.25o, 10-21.9 or 34-18.5, as applicable to the school district or 

nonpublic school, have been met. 

 

f) An individual may receive credit for student teaching or pre-student teaching 

clinical experiences that are completed during the time for which the individual is 

paid as a teacher only when the individual: 

 

1) holds no educator license issued pursuant to Article 21B of the School 

Code [105 ILCS 5/Art. 21B] and performs the student teaching or pre-

student teaching clinical experiences in a charter school established under 

Article 27A of the School Code or a nonpublic school recognized or 

seeking recognition pursuant to 23 Ill. Adm. Code 425; or  

 

2) is subject to the authorization for payment stated in Section 25(g) of the 

Grow Your Own Teacher Education Act [110 ILCS 48/25(g)]; or 

 

3) has at least one year of experience in a school or community-based early 

childhood setting and the student teaching is conducted with his or her 

current employer and meets the requirements of his or her preparation 

program; or 
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4) holds an educator license with stipulations endorsed for transitional 

bilingual educator, career and technical educator, or provisional career and 

technical educator and works in a school district; or 

 

5) holds only a substitute teaching license and, as an employee of a school 

district operating under Article 34 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/Art. 

34], is not subject to the limitations of Section 21B-20(3) of the School 

Code regarding the number of days a substitute teacher may be employed. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

SUBPART I:  ILLINOIS LICENSURE TESTING SYSTEM 

 

Section 25.710  Definitions 

 

For the purposes of this Subpart, the following definitions apply: 

 

"Passing raw score" is the minimum number of multiple choice items that must be 

answered correctly on a given test or the combination of required correct 

responses to multiple choice items and required numerical value of constructed 

responses. 

 

"Passing score" is the minimum scaled score a person must obtain in order to pass 

a test. 

 

"Re-scoring" means the process of reviewing an examinee's answers and the 

scores assigned to them to confirm that a test score reported to an examinee is the 

score earned by him or her. 

 

"Retake" is the opportunity for a person who has taken a test of the Illinois 

Licensure Testing System at one test administration to take the test in the same 

area as given at subsequent administrations. 

 

"Scaled score" is the person's test score after the mathematical transformation of 

the number of test items the person answered correctly to a scale of numbers on 

which the minimum score, the maximum score, and the passing score are set.  For 

the content-area tests and tests of language proficiency, the minimum scaled score 

is 100, the maximum score 300, and the passing score 240.  For the assessment of 

professional teaching, the basic skills test and any new content-area test first 

administered after December 31, 2002, the minimum scaled score is 100, the 

maximum score 300, and the passing score 240. 
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"Subarea score" is the scaled score for the subset of test items on a content-area 

test that measures specific content, and, for any test administration for which 

scores are reported before September 30, 2010, the "subarea score" is the scaled 

score for each subset of test items on the basic skills test that measures specific 

content in reading comprehension, writing, language arts and mathematics. 

 

"Test" or "Tests" refers to the test of basic skills, the assessment of professional 

teaching, the language proficiency tests, the content-area tests and the teacher 

performance assessment for the Illinois Licensure Testing System (ILTS).   

The Illinois Licensure Testing System shall consist of the following tests.  

Beginning with score reports issued after September 30, 2010, "test" or "tests" 

will also refer to subtests (reading comprehension, writing, language arts and 

mathematics) of the basic skills test.   

 

Agricultural Education 

Assessment of Professional Teaching (prekindergarten through grade 12) 

(through August 31, 2020) 

Basic Skills (through April 2012) 

Reading Comprehension 

Language Arts 

Mathematics 

Writing 

Business, Marketing, and Computer Education 

Chief School Business Official 

Computer Science 

Dance 

Director of Special Education (required beginning July 1, 2005) 

Drama/Theatre Arts 

Early Childhood Education  

Early Childhood Special Education 

Elementary/Middle Grades (K-9) (through August 31, 2018 2017) 

Elementary Education (1-6) (February 2016) 

Language and Literacy 

Mathematics 

Science and Social Science 

Fine Arts, Physical Development and Health 

English Language Arts 

English Language Proficiency 

English as a New Language 

Family and Consumer Sciences  
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Foreign Languages 

Arabic (available in September 2008) 

Chinese (Cantonese or Mandarin) 

French 

German 

Hebrew 

Italian 

Japanese 

Korean 

Latin 

Russian 

Spanish 

General Administrative (Principal) (through June 30, 2014) 

Gifted Education Teacher (beginning September 2014) 

Gifted Education Specialist (beginning September 2014) 

Guidance (through June 30, 2005) 

Health Education 

Health Careers 

Learning Behavior Specialist I  

Learning Behavior Specialist II/Behavior Intervention Specialist  

Learning Behavior Specialist II/Bilingual Special Education Specialist  

Learning Behavior Specialist II/Curriculum Adaptation Specialist  

Learning Behavior Specialist II/Deaf/Blind Specialist  

Learning Behavior Specialist II/Multiple Disabilities Specialist  

Learning Behavior Specialist II/Technology Specialist  

Learning Behavior Specialist II/Transition Specialist  

Library Information Specialist 

Mathematics 

Middle Grades (5-8) (February 2017) 

Middle Grades (5-8) Language Arts (February 2017) 

Middle Grades (5-8) Mathematics (February 2017) 

Middle Grades (5-8) Social Science (February 2017) 

Middle Grades (5-8) Science (February 2017) 

Music 

Physical Education 

Principal (beginning May 1, 2013) 

Reading Teacher 

Reading Specialist 

School Counselor (beginning July 1, 2005) 

School Nurse 

School Psychologist 
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School Social Worker 

Sciences 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Earth and Space Science 

Environmental Science 

Physics 

Social Sciences 

Economics 

Geography 

History 

Political Science 

Psychology 

Sociology and Anthropology 

Special Education General Curriculum (available May 1, 2005) 

Speech-Language Pathologist:  Nonteaching  

Speech-Language Pathologist:  Teaching  

Superintendent 

Teacher of Students who are Blind or Visually Impaired 

Teachers of Students who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing 

Technology Education 

Technology Specialist 

Test of Academic Proficiency (i.e., Illinois' test of basic skills) (February 

2012) 

Reading Comprehension 

Language Arts 

Mathematics 

Writing 

TPA (required beginning September 1, 2015) 

Transitional Bilingual Education – Language Proficiency 

Arabic 

Assyrian 

Bosnian 

Bulgarian 

Burmese 

Cantonese 

Filipino 

Greek 

Gujarati 

Hindi 

Japanese 
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Korean 

Lao 

Lithuanian 

Malayalam 

Mandarin 

Nepali 

Polish 

Russian 

Serbian 

Spanish 

Telegu (Telugu) 

Ukrainian 

Urdu 

Vietnamese 

Visual Arts 

 

"Test items" are specific questions asked on a test that require a person either to 

select the correct response from those alternative responses provided or to 

produce a written or oral response. 

 

"Test objective" is a statement of the behavior or performance measured by test 

items. 

 

"Unauthorized aids" are materials and devices that candidates are prohibited from 

bringing to a test administration.  These include notes, calculators, calculator 

watches, calculator manuals, cellular phones, electronic communication devices, 

visual or audio recording or listening devices, and any other items whose use may 

compromise the security or validity of a test.  However, any material or device 

that is permitted as part of an accommodation arranged pursuant to Section 

25.740 shall not be considered an unauthorized aid.  Furthermore, a calculator 

shall not be considered an unauthorized aid when its use is authorized pursuant to 

the current ILTS registration bulletin and the contractor's web site. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

Section 25.720  Applicability of Testing Requirement and Scores 
 

a) It is the individual's responsibility to take the appropriate tests.  Upon request, the 

State Board of Education shall assist individuals in identifying appropriate tests.  

 

b) Basic Skills Test 
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Except as provided in subsections (b)(1) and (2), each candidate seeking an 

Illinois license (professional educator license or certain educator licenses with 

stipulations), whether it is his or her first license or a subsequent license, shall be 

required to pass a test of basic skills authorized under Section 21B-30 of the 

School Code [105 ILCS 5/21B-30].  Further, Section 21B-30(c) of the School 

Code requires candidates in teacher preparation or school support personnel 

preparation programs to pass this test prior to starting their student teaching or 

starting the final semester of their internship. 

 

1) A person who has passed the Illinois test of basic skills as a condition of 

admittance to an Illinois preparation program approved pursuant to 

Subpart C or as a condition of participation in student teaching or an 

internship shall not be required to retake that test when seeking any 

subsequent endorsements or other educator licenses. 

 

2) A person who has passed the Illinois test of basic skills and has been 

issued an Illinois educator license or any subsequent endorsement on the 

basis of the test shall not be required to retake the basic skills test when 

seeking any subsequent endorsements or other educator licenses. 

 

3) A person who has passed another state's or country's test of basic skills as 

a condition of educator certification or licensure in that state or country or 

admission to a teacher preparation program approved by that state or 

country shall not be required to take the Illinois basic skills test before 

receiving a license.  (See Section 21B-35 of the School Code.) 

 

4) The Illinois test of basic skills will be administered as four separate 

subtests: reading comprehension, language arts, mathematics and writing. 

 

A) Individuals may take all four subtests or any combination of the 

individual subtests during a single test administration. 

 

B) Scores on basic skills subtests can be "banked", and an individual 

will not be required to take a subtest again once he or she has 

achieved a passing score on that subtest. 

 

5) In lieu of passing the Illinois test of basic skills, a candidate in an Illinois 

educator preparation program or applicant for an educator license may 

submit for consideration his or her composite score either from the ACT® 

or the SAT®, provided that either test must include a writing component. 
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A) The State Superintendent shall announce and post on the State 

Board's website the minimum composite score on each test that 

will be accepted under this subsection (b)(5).  

 

i) The minimum composite score to be used for the ACT® 

shall be the average of the college-readiness benchmarks 

established by ACT®, rounded up to the next whole 

number, or at least 22.  

 

ii) The minimum writing score for the ACT® administered no 

later than August 31, 2015 shall be the combined 

English/Writing score of at least 19.  For tests administered 

September 1, 2015 or later, a writing score shall be a 

minimum of 16. 

 

iii) The minimum writing score for the ACT® administered on 

or after September 10, 2016 shall be 6. 

 

iii) Before March 5, 2016 theThe minimum composite score 

for the SAT® shall be 1030 and the minimum writing score 

shall be 450. 

 

iv) On and after March 6, 2016 the minimum composite score 

(evidence-based reading and writing plus mathematics) for 

the SAT® shall be 1110 and the minimum writing and 

langue test score shall be 26The minimum writing score for 

the SAT® shall be 450. 

 

B) The candidate or applicant may apply to the State Board of 

Education for consideration of his or her ACT® or SAT® results, 

using a form provided by the State Superintendent of Education for 

this purpose.  The candidate or applicant shall direct ACT® or the 

College Board to send an official score report of his or her 

composite score and English/Writing or single writing score, as 

applicable, to the address provided on the application form. 

 

C) A minimum composite score for either the ACT® or SAT® may be 

achieved by combining multiple subscores from one or multiple 

test administrations. 

 

c) Content-Area Tests 
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1) Each candidate seeking an Illinois professional educator license or 

endorsement on that license, whether his or her first license or 

endorsement or a subsequent license or endorsement, shall be required to 

pass a content-area test for each endorsement area for which there is an 

applicable test (see Section 21B-30(d) of the School Code; also see 

Section 25.710).  Further, Section 21B-30(d) of the School Code requires 

passage of this test before a candidate begins student teaching or begins 

serving as a teacher of record.  No waivers or exemptions are available. 

 

2) A person who has passed a test of language proficiency, authorized under 

Section 21B-30 of the School Code, in order to qualify for an educator 

license with stipulations endorsed for transitional bilingual educator, and 

received that license shall not be required to retake that test in order to 

qualify for a bilingual education credential on another professional 

educator license received later.  A person who has passed a test of 

language proficiency as a condition of admission to an Illinois preparation 

program also shall not be required to retake that test. 

 

d) Assessment of Professional Teaching (APT) (Through August 31, 2020) 

In order to complete an educator preparation program, each candidate or out-of-

state applicant who has completed his or her student teaching by August 31, 2015 

and is seeking his or her first Illinois professional educator license endorsed in a 

teaching field shall be required to pass the APT relevant to the endorsement 

sought (see Section 25.710) or, in lieu of passing the APT, may provide evidence 

of meeting the requirements of subsection (e).   

 

e) Teacher Performance Assessment (TPA) 

Beginning September 1, 2015, each candidate or out-of-state applicant completing 

an educator preparation program in a teaching field shall be required to pass the 

TPA, except as otherwise provided in subsection (d) (see Section 21B-30(f) of the 

School Code).  

 

1) Each recognized institution offering approved teacher preparation 

programs shall administer the TPA during a candidate's student teaching 

experience.  

 

2) A person who has successfully completed an evidence-based assessment of 

teacher effectiveness, as required under this subsection (e), at the time of 

initial certification or licensure in another state or country shall not be 

required to complete the TPA.  (See Section 21B-35 of the School Code.) 
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f) Except as provided in subsection (c)(2), for each person seeking an Illinois 

license, no passing score on a content area test or the APT may be more than 10 

years old at the time application is made. (See Section 21B-30 of the School 

Code.) The 10-year period shall be calculated from the date the test was taken to 

the date of receipt of the application by the State Board of Education.  Scores 

more than 10 years old will not be accepted as part of an application. The 10-year 

period discussed in this subsection (f) shall apply to each score that forms part of 

an application received on or after July 16, 2015, as well as any applications 

pending on, or for which an evaluation is valid as of, that date. 

 

g) Subject to registration in accordance with the provisions of this Subpart I and the 

provisions of Section 25.755(g)(1), an individual who has taken a paper-and-

pencil test may retake that test during any subsequent, regularly scheduled 

administration of that test in paper-and-pencil format and may retake that test by 

computer during any subsequent computer-based test administration. 

 

h) Subject to registration in accordance with the provisions of this Subpart I and the 

provisions of Section 25.755(g)(1), an individual who has taken a computer-based 

test or subtest of the Illinois test of basic skills may retake that test or specific 

subtest by computer after no fewer than 30 days but also may retake that test or 

specific subtest during any subsequent, regularly scheduled administration of the 

test or subtest in paper-and-pencil format. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

25.755  Cancellation of Scores; Voiding of Scores 

 

a) A person shall have the right to cancel his/her test scores.  A cancellation request 

must be submitted in writing and received by the State Superintendent of 

Education within seven calendar days after the date of the test.  However, a 

person's right to cancel his or her scores shall be superseded by the right of the 

State Superintendent of Education to void scores when subsection (b) or (c) 

applies. 

 

b) A person's scores will be voided by the State Superintendent of Education due to 

violation by the person of any of the conditions of testing enumerated in Section 

25.750(g) and (k). 

 

c) The State Superintendent of Education will also void any affected test score in 

situations such as, but not limited to, the following: 
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1) any person taking the test violates any of the rules of test participation or 

terms, conditions, or policies stated in the current ILTS registration 

bulletin and website, having the purpose or effect of: 

 

A) giving any person taking the test an unfair advantage over other 

examinees; 

 

B) affecting, either positively or negatively, the performance of any 

person taking the test; or  

 

C) representing the performance of the named registered examinee by 

the performance of another person; 

 

2) there is any testing irregularity that calls into question: 

 

A) the accuracy of the test scores as measures of the actual 

performances of the examinees; or 

 

B) the validity of the test scores as measures of the performances of 

the examinees in light of the conditions and circumstances under 

which the test was administered. 

 

d) The State Superintendent of Education shall notify the person of the action taken 

within six weeks after the test date.  If any person's test materials reveal 

irregularities that warrant further investigation, the State Superintendent shall 

forward those materials, including the person's thumbprint, fingerprint, or palm 

print, as applicable, to the appropriate law enforcement authority and shall notify 

the affected person within ten days after taking that action.  The State 

Superintendent of Education may require the person to provide a thumbprint or 

alternate print, if applicable, to the appropriate law enforcement authority for 

comparison with that provided on the personalized answer document and may 

void the test score earned by a person who refuses to do so. 

 

e) No refund will be given to any person whose score is cancelled or voided. 

 

f) If a score is cancelled or voided for any reason, it will not be reported or entered 

on any records. Cancellation of an individual's score shall not limit his or her right 

to retake the test. Voiding of an individual's score shall not limit his or her right to 

retake the test unless subsection (g) applies. 
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g) In some instances, scores are voided for reasons that render individuals ineligible 

for licensure in Illinois. When an individual is found to have violated a condition 

of testing with the intent of falsifying his or her identity or unfairly affecting his 

or her performance in the current or a future test administration, the violation shall 

be taken as evidence that the individual is not of good character as required by 

Section 21B-15 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21B-15]. 

 

1) In addition to voiding of the person's score on the test at which the 

violation occurred, any other score achieved by the person during the same 

test administration shall be voided, and the individual shall be ineligible 

for any future licensure testing in Illinois. 

 

2) A person who is subject to this subsection (g) shall be ineligible to receive 

any educator license in Illinois. 

 

3) If a person who is the subject to this subsection (g) already holds an 

Illinois license, the State Superintendent of Education may initiate the 

suspension or revocation of that license as provided in Section 21B-75 of 

the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21B-75]. 

 

4) For violations of subsection (g)(1) or (g)(2) occurring on or after March 1, 

2017, a person subject to this subsection (g) may appeal those prohibitions 

to the State Superintendent in writing. The person will be required to 

submit supplemental documentation for review as set forth in Section 

25.480 and shall be subject to the credibility hearing process in that 

Section. A review conducted for this purpose shall make conclusions 

whether the person shall be allowed to participate in future licensure 

testing in Illinois and whether the person shall be eligible to receive an 

educator license in Illinois.  

 

h) In the instances described in subsection (g), records of the individuals' test 

responses may be maintained by the testing contractor and by the State Board of 

EducationISBE for further investigation.  In all other cases when scores are 

cancelled or voided, examinees' answer documents, including electronic media, 

will be destroyed and will be irretrievable. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

SUBPART J:  RENEWAL OF PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR LICENSES  

 

Section 25.800  Professional Development Required (Beginning July 1, 2014)  
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a) Pursuant to Section 21B-45 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21B-45], renewal of 

professional educator licenses endorsed in a teaching, administrative or school 

support personnel field or an educator license with stipulations endorsed for chief 

school business official (see Section 21B-20 of the School Code) is contingent 

upon licensees' presentation of proof of professional development activities.  For 

the purposes of this Subpart J, "5-year renewal cycle" for any license shall include 

July 1 following the license's issuance through the time from the date the license 

was initially issued to June 30 following five years of the license being issued and 

every five years thereafter, regardless of whether the total validity period exceeds 

five years.  Any portion of an additional year beyond five years that is included in 

the 5-year renewal cycle shall not increase the amount of professional 

development that a licensee is required to complete. If a licensee earns more than 

the required number of professional development hours during a renewal cycle, 

the additional hours earned between April 1 and June 30 of the last year of the 

renewal cycle may be carried over and applied to the next renewal cycle. Illinois 

Administrators' Academy courses or hours earned in those courses may not be 

carried over. 

 

Section 25.840  Appeals to the State Educator Preparation and Licensure Board 

 

a) A licensee may appeal the lapse of his or her license forThe State 

Superintendent's decision to not renew a license due to the licensee's failure to 

complete renewal requirements may be appealed to the SEPLB.  1) The notice of 

nonrenewal shall be sent to the licensee by certified mail, return receipt requested. 

2) The licensee shall submit his or her request for an appeal by certified mail, 

return receipt requested, no later than September 30 of the year the license 

lapseddays after the date of receipt of the notice of nonrenewal.  The appeal 

request shall be sent to the State Educator Preparation and Licensure Board, 100 

North First Street, Springfield, Illinois  62777-0001.     

 

b) Within 90 days after receipt of an appeal submitted pursuant to subsection (a), the 

SEPLB may hold an appeal hearing or make a recommendation based on a review 

of the record, as enumerated in Section 21B-45(m) of the School Code.  If a 

hearing is to be held, the Board shall notify the licensee of the date, time and 

place of the hearing. 

 

1) The licensee shall submit to the SEPLB any additional information as the 

SEPLB determines is necessary to decide the appeal. 
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2) If a hearing is held, the SEPLB may request that the licensee appear before 

it.  The licensee shall be given at least ten days' notice of the date, time 

and place of the hearing. 

 

3) In verifying whether the licensee has met the renewal criteria set forth in 

Section 21B-45 of the School Code and this Subpart J, the SEPLB shall 

consider: 

 

A) the regional superintendent of education's rationale for 

recommending nonrenewal of the license, if applicable; 

 

B) any evidence submitted to the State Superintendent along with the 

individual's electronic statement of assurance for renewal 

provided in ELIS; and 

 

C) the State Superintendent's rationale for nonrenewal of the license.  

(See Section 21B-45(m)(2) of the School Code.)  

 

c) The SEPLB shall notify the licensee of its decision regarding license renewal no 

later than 30 days after reaching a decision as set forth in Section 21B-45(m) of 

the School Code.  Upon receipt of notification of renewal, the licensee, using 

ELIS, shall pay the applicable registration fee.  If the decision is not to renew the 

individual's license, the notification shall state the reasons for that decision. 

 

d) An individual whose license is not renewed because of his or her failure to 

complete professional development in accordance with this Subpart J may 

reinstate the license once that license has lapsed (i.e., September 1 of the year in 

which the license expired) if he or she has; 

 

1) paid any accumulated registration fees, including registration fees owed;  

 

2) either paid the penalty or completed the coursework required under 

Section 21B-45 of the School Code, the latter of which shall not be 

counted as both satisfying the penalty and meeting the professional 

development owed; and 

 

3) presented evidence of completing the balance of the professional 

development activities that were required for renewal of the license 

previously held. 
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e) The SEPLB shall not renew any license if information provided on the application 

makes the holder subject to the requirements of any of Sections 25.485 through 

25.491 of this Part.  Any disciplinary action taken against a licensee under any of 

those Sections shall be in accordance with the rules of the State Board of 

Education for Contested Cases and Other Formal Hearings (23 Ill. Adm. Code 

475).  The decision of the State Board of Education is a final administrative 

decision and shall be subject to administrative review as set forth in Section 21B-

90 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/21B-90]. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

Section 25.855  Approval of Professional Development Providers 

 

A licensee may not receive credit for professional development activities completed for the 

purpose of renewing the professional educator license with respect to activities offered by 

entities that are not approved under Section 21B-45(g) of the School Code [105 ILCS 5] or this 

Subpart J.  The State Superintendent of Education shall post by July 1 of each year a list of the 

entities approved for this purpose.   

 

a) Any provider, other than those listed in subsection (b), that received approval to 

offer educator preparation programs prior to July 1, 2014 may continue to offer 

professional development activities until December 31, 2014, provided those 

activities conform to the requirements of Section 21B-45 of the School Code and 

this Subpart J.  Starting January 1, 2015, a provider meeting the requirements of 

subsection (c) must be granted approval under this Section in order to continue to 

serve as an approved provider for license renewal purposes.   

 

b) In accordance with Section 21B-45(g), the entities listed in this subsection (b) are 

deemed approved to provide professional development activities for the renewal 

of the professional educator license.  No further approval is necessary. 

 

1) The State Board of Education; 

 

2) Regional offices of education and intermediate service centers; 

 

3) Regionally accredited institutions of higher education that have been 

approved under Subpart C to offer educator preparation programs; 

 

4) Illinois public school districts; 
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5) Charter schools authorized under Article 27A of the School Code [105 

ILCS 5/Art. 27A];  

 

6) Joint education programs established under Article 10 of the School Code 

[105 ILCS 5/Art. 10] for the purposes of providing special education 

services or career and technical education; and 

 

7) Any other entity as identified in Section 21B-45(g) of the School Code.  

 

c) An Illinois professional association that represents one of the groups of educators 

listed in this subsection (c) may be approved as a provider under this Section.  

(See Section 21B-45(g)(3) of the School Code.)  For purposes of this subsection 

(c), "represents" means advocating for a group or advocating for or representing a 

group's interests in local, State or federal legislative processes; acting for, in place 

of, or on behalf of a group; and/or serving as a spokesman, proxy or attorney for a 

group.  "Represent" also shall refer to Illinois professional associations whose 

primary purpose is to provide support to or promote the goals of a group of 

educators or conduct research about issues of interest to a group.  An eligible 

Illinois professional association shall represent one or more of the following: 

 

1) School administrators holding Illinois educator licensure;  

 

2) Principals holding Illinois educator licensure;  

 

3) School business officials serving in Illinois public schools;  

 

4) Teachers holding Illinois educator licensure (e.g., special education 

teachers, bilingual education teachers, early childhood teachers, career and 

technical educators, teachers in various content areas);  

 

5) Boards of education established under Article 10 or Article 34 of the 

School Code;  

 

6) Illinois public school districts;  

 

7) Parents of students enrolled in Illinois public schools; or 

 

8) School support personnel holding Illinois educator licensure. 
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d) Each association eligible under subsection (c) wishing to receive approval shall 

submit an application in a format specified by the State Board of Education that 

shall include: 

 

1) evidence that the professional development activities to be provided will 

align to the Standards for Professional Learning (2011) promulgated by 

Learning Forward, 504 South Locust Street, Oxford OH 45056 and posted 

at http://learningforward.org/;   

 

2) a description of the intended offerings in terms of relevant State learning 

standards to be addressed, including identification of the expected effect 

on student achievement or school improvement that will result from the 

skills and knowledge the licensee is expected to acquire from the activity;  

 

3) a description linking the professional development activities to one or 

more of the purposes listed in Section 21B-45(h) of the School Code, 

which are to: 

 

A) increase the knowledge and skills of school and district leaders 

who guide continuous professional development; 

 

B) improve the learning of students; 

 

C) organize adults into learning communities, the goals of which are 

aligned to those of the school and district; 

 

D) deepen educator's content knowledge; 

 

E) provide educators with research-based instructional strategies to 

assist students in meeting rigorous academic standards; 

 

F) prepare educators to appropriately use various types of classroom 

assessments; 

 

G) use learning strategies appropriate to the intended goals; 

 

H) provide educators with the knowledge and skills to collaborate; 

and 

 

I) prepare educators to apply research to decision-making;  
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4) the qualifications and experience the provider will require of presenters to 

be assigned in each area;  

 

5) the mode of delivery of the professional development; and 

 

6) assurances that the requirements of subsection (e) will be met. 

 

e) Each provider approved to issue credit for professional development activities 

under Section 21B-45 of the School Code and this Section shall: 

 

1) verify attendance at its professional development activities, provide to 

participants the standard forms referred to in Section 25.865, and require 

completion of the evaluation form; 

 

2) maintain participants' evaluation forms for a period of not less than 

sixthree years and make them available for review upon request by staff of 

the State Board of Education; and 

 

3) maintain attendance records for each event or activity it conducts for a 

period of not less than six years. 

 

f) Applicants may be asked to clarify particular aspects of their materials. 

 

g) The State Superintendent of Education shall respond to each application for 

approval no later than 45 days after receiving it. 

 

h) A provider shall be approved to issue credit for clock hours completed in 

increments of at least a quarter hour for a given type of activity only if the 

provider's application provides evidence that: 

 

1) the activities it sponsors or conducts will be developed and presented by 

persons with education and experience in the applicable content areas; and 

 

2) there is an apparent correlation between the proposed content of the 

professional development activities, the relevant standards set forth in 

Section 25.115(e), and one or more of the criteria set forth in Section 21B-

45(d) of the School Code and Section 25.805(a) of this Part. 

 

i) A provider not approved under this Section may work with any provider listed 

under subsection (b) to offer professional development activities. 
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j) Approval of a provider shall be valid until June 30 following the approval's being 

in effect for fivetwo years.  Continuation of that approval in year 52 shall be 

contingent upon the State Superintendent receiving no evidence of noncompliance 

with the requirements of this Subpart J. 

 

k) To request renewal of approval, a provider shall, by no later than March 1 of the 

year of expiration, submit an application in a format specified by the State Board 

of Education containing: 

 

1) a description of any significant changes in the material submitted as part 

of its approved application, which shall include changes in the courses' 

sequence, content, materials used, assessments, outcomes or purpose; or 

 

2) a certification that no significant changes of the type outlined in 

subsection (k)(1) have occurred. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

Section 25.865  Awarding of Credit for Activities with Providers 

 

The State Board of Education shall develop the requirements for standard forms that shall be 

used by approved providers.  These forms shall serve two purposes:  evaluation of the activity by 

the licensee and evidence of completion for the licensee with respect to the activity.  The State 

Board of Education shall make available information about the required format and contents of 

these forms so that providers may generate them for their own use. 

 

a) This form shall be provided to each participant who completes the activity, who 

shall maintain it as evidence of completion of the professional development 

activity.  In the case of a conference, workshop or other event having more than 

one session, the sessions in whole each session shall be considered an "activity" 

for purposes of this Section. The providers shall maintain sign-in sheets for each 

individual session. 

 

b) The provider shall complete the standard form to indicate the title, time, date, 

location, nature of the event and clock hours of credit earned (i.e., in increments 

of a quarter hour).  Alternately, a provider may accept an official transcript in 

place of the standard form as evidence of completion of coursework at a 

regionally accredited institution of higher education that is not approved under 

Section 25.855. 
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c) If the licensee's records are audited pursuant to Section 21B-45(j) of the School 

Code and Section 25.860 of this Part, credit for professional development 

activities claimed shall be affirmed only when the standard form is presented. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ____________) 

 

Section 25.APPENDIX E  Endorsement Structure Beginning July 1, 2013 

 

Section 25.100 explains the endorsements issued on the professional educator license and the 

availability of any content-specific endorsements (previously called "designations").  The 

relevant provisions of Section 25.100(d) shall apply in cases in which no test is available (see 

Section 25.710).  Any individual holding only an endorsement available prior to July 1, 2004 that 

was not exchanged for an endorsement available after that date, and, as applicable, content-area 

endorsement, is limited to teaching only the content encompassed by the endorsement issued 

prior to July 1, 2004. 

 

Endorsements 

Currently 

Available  

Content-specific 

Endorsements 

Currently Available  

Endorsements, with 

Designations, as 

applicable, Issued July 

1, 2004 until July 1, 

2013  

Endorsements Issued 

Prior to July 1, 2004 

    

Fundamental 

Learning Areas 

   

English Language 

Arts 

None English Language Arts 

 

English 

Journalism 

Language Arts 

Speech 

Reading Teacher None Reading Teacher Reading 

Reading Specialist None Reading Specialist Reading 

Mathematics None Mathematics Mathematics 

Science – Content-

specific 

Endorsement 

Required  

Science – Biology 

Science – Chemistry 

Science – Earth and  

     Space Science 

Science –  

     Environmental  

     Science 

Sciences – Physics 

 

Science endorsement 

with designations for:  

 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Earth and Space Science 

Environmental Science 

Physics 

Biological  

     Science/Biology 

Botany 

Physiology 

Zoology 

Chemistry 

Aerospace 

Astronomy 

Earth Science 

Geology 
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Endorsements 

Currently 

Available  

Content-specific 

Endorsements 

Currently Available  

Endorsements, with 

Designations, as 

applicable, Issued July 

1, 2004 until July 1, 

2013  

Endorsements Issued 

Prior to July 1, 2004 

    

Physical 

     Geography/ 

     Physiography 

Biological Science 

Physical Science 

General Science 

Physics 

Social Sciences – 

Content-specific 

Endorsement 

Required 

Social Sciences –  

     Economics 

Social Sciences – 

     Geography 

Social Sciences – 

History 

Social Sciences–  

     Political  

     Science 

Social Sciences –  

     Psychology 

Social Sciences –  

     Sociology and 

     Anthropology 

 

Social Sciences 

endorsement with 

designations for: 

 

Economics 

Geography 

History 

Political Science 

Psychology 

Sociology and  

     Anthropology 

Economics 

Geography 

U.S. History 

World History 

Political Science 

Psychology 

Anthropology 

Sociology 

Physical Education None Physical Education Physical Education 

Health Education None Health Education Health Education 

Dance None Dance Dance 

Drama/Theatre 

Arts 

None Drama/Theatre Arts 

 

Theatre and Drama 

Music None Music 

 

Music 

Instrumental Music 

Vocal Music 

Visual Arts None Visual Arts  Art 

Foreign Languages 

– Content-specific 

Endorsement 

Required 

Foreign Languages –  

     Arabic  

Foreign Languages –  

     Chinese 

Foreign Languages 

endorsement with 

designations for: 

 

Arabic  

Cantonese, Mandarin  

 

French 
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Endorsements 

Currently 

Available  

Content-specific 

Endorsements 

Currently Available  

Endorsements, with 

Designations, as 

applicable, Issued July 

1, 2004 until July 1, 

2013  

Endorsements Issued 

Prior to July 1, 2004 

    

(Cantonese or  

     Mandarin) 

Foreign Languages –  

     French 

Foreign Languages –  

     German 

Foreign Languages –  

     Hebrew 

Foreign Languages –  

     Italian 

Foreign Languages –  

     Japanese 

Foreign Languages –  

     Korean 

Foreign Languages – 

     Latin 

Foreign Languages –  

     Russian 

Foreign Languages –  

     Spanish 

 

Other foreign 

languages, provided 

the candidate meets 

the requirements of 

Section 25.100(i). 

Arabic (2008) 

Chinese (Cantonese or  

     Mandarin)  

French 

German 

Hebrew 

Italian 

Japanese  

Korean  

Latin 

Russian 

Spanish 

 

Other foreign languages, 

provided the candidate 

completed a major in the 

foreign language 

designated. 

 

German 

Hebrew 

Italian 

Japanese  

Korean  

Latin 

Russian 

Spanish 

 

Other foreign languages, 

as applicable 

Additional 

Teaching Fields 

   

    

Agricultural 

Education 

None Agricultural Education  

 

Agricultural Business 

     and Management 

Agriculture 

Agricultural Power and 

     Machinery 

Horticulture 
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Endorsements 

Currently 

Available  

Content-specific 

Endorsements 

Currently Available  

Endorsements, with 

Designations, as 

applicable, Issued July 

1, 2004 until July 1, 

2013  

Endorsements Issued 

Prior to July 1, 2004 

    

Agricultural Resources 

Business, 

Marketing, and 

Computer 

Education – 

Content-specific 

Endorsement 

Optional 

Business Computer 

     Programming 

Business, Marketing, 

and Computer 

Education endorsement 

with a designation for: 

 

Business Computer 

     Programming 

Accounting 

Basic Business 

Business Computer 

     Programming 

Business/Marketing/ 

     Management 

Information Processing 

Information  

    Processing/Secretarial 

Marketing 

Computer 

Applications 

None Computer Applications  Computer Applications 

Computer Science None Computer Science Computer Science 

Family and 

Consumer 

Sciences – 

Content-specific 

Endorsement 

Required 

Family and 

Consumer Sciences 

– Apparel and  

     Textiles 

Family and 

Consumer Sciences 

– Living  

     Environments 

Family and 

Consumer Sciences 

– Nutrition,  

     Wellness, and 

     Hospitality 

Family and Consumer 

Sciences endorsement 

with designations for: 

 

Apparel and Textiles 

Living Environments 

Nutrition, Wellness, and 

     Hospitality 

 

Child and Day Care  

     Services 

Consumer Education  

     and Resource  

     Management 

Fashion and Clothing  

     Services 

Food and Nutrition  

     Services 

Home Economics 

Institutional and Home 

     Management  

     Services 

Interior Furnishings 

     Services/Living 

     Environments 

Interpersonal, Family 

     Relationships,  

     Parenting 

Health Careers None Health Careers Health Occupations 

Gifted Education None None None 
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Endorsements 

Currently 

Available  

Content-specific 

Endorsements 

Currently Available  

Endorsements, with 

Designations, as 

applicable, Issued July 

1, 2004 until July 1, 

2013  

Endorsements Issued 

Prior to July 1, 2004 

    

Teacher 

Gifted Education 

Specialist 

None None None 

Teacher Leader None Teacher Leader None 

Technology 

Education 

None Technology Education 

 

Industrial Technology  

     Education 

Construction 

Electronics 

Graphic  

     Communications 

Transportation 

Manufacturing 

Industrial Technology 

Public Service 

Drafting/Design 

Autobody Repair 

Heating, Ventilation,  

     and Air 

     Conditioning 

Technology 

Specialist 

None Technology Specialist 

 

Computer Technology 

Instructional 

Technology 

Library 

Information 

Specialist 

None Library Information 

Specialist  

Media 

Safety and Driver 

Education 

None Safety and Driver 

Education 

Safety and Driver 

Education 

Bilingual 

Education 

Bilingual Education 

– Target Language 

Bilingual Education 

endorsement with a 

designation for: 

 

Target Language  

Bilingual Education 

with a Target Language 

Designation 

English as a New 

Language (ENL) – 

Content-specific 

ENL – Bilingual  

     Education  

     (language- 

ENL endorsement with 

a designation for: 

 

Bilingual Education 

English as a Second  

     Language 
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Endorsements 

Currently 

Available  

Content-specific 

Endorsements 

Currently Available  

Endorsements, with 

Designations, as 

applicable, Issued July 

1, 2004 until July 1, 

2013  

Endorsements Issued 

Prior to July 1, 2004 

    

Endorsement 

Optional 

(secondary or K-

12) 

     specific) Bilingual Education  

     (language-specific) 

 

English as a 

Second Language 

(ESL) 

 

None ESL ESL 

Middle School 

(departmentalized) 

Subject-specific Middle School 

endorsement with 

subject specific 

designations 

Middle-Grades 

Junior High School 

Middle Grades 

(grades 5-8) 

(February 2018) 

Subject-specific Middle School 

(departmentalized) 

Middle Grades 

Junior High School 

    

Elementary    

Self-Contained 

General Education 

(grades K-9) 

None Self-Contained General 

     Education 

Self-Contained General 

     Education 

Self-Contained 

General Education 

(grades 1-6) 

None None None 

    

Early Childhood    

Early Childhood 

Special Education 

None Early Childhood Special 

     Education 

 

Early Childhood 

Prekindergarten 

and Self-Contained 

General Education 

(kindergarten-

grade 3) 

None Early Childhood Self- 

     Contained General  

     Education  

Early Childhood 
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Endorsements 

Currently 

Available  

Content-specific 

Endorsements 

Currently Available  

Endorsements, with 

Designations, as 

applicable, Issued July 

1, 2004 until July 1, 

2013  

Endorsements Issued 

Prior to July 1, 2004 

    

Special Education    

Learning Behavior 

Specialist I (LBS I) 

None LBS I LBS I 

Learning Behavior 

Specialist II – 

Content-specific 

Endorsement 

Required  

LBS II/Transition 

     Specialist 

LBS II/Technology 

     Specialist 

LBS II/Bilingual 

Special  

     Education 

Specialist 

LBS II/Deaf-Blind 

     Specialist 

LBS II/Behavior  

     Intervention 

Specialist 

LBS II/Curriculum 

     Adaptation 

Specialist 

LBS II/Multiple 

     Disabilities 

Specialist 

An LBS II endorsement 

with designations for: 

 

LBS II/Transition 

     Specialist 

LBS II/Technology 

     Specialist 

LBS II/Bilingual Special  

     Education Specialist 

LBS II/Deaf-Blind 

     Specialist 

LBS II/Behavior  

     Intervention 

Specialist 

LBS II/Curriculum 

     Adaptation Specialist 

LBS II/Multiple 

     Disabilities Specialist 

 

LBS II/Transition 

     Specialist 

LBS II/Technology 

     Specialist 

LBS II/Bilingual Special  

     Education Specialist 

LBS II/Deaf-Blind 

     Specialist 

LBS II/Behavior  

     Intervention  

     Specialist 

LBS II/Curriculum 

     Adaptation Specialist 

LBS II/Multiple 

     Disabilities Specialist 

 

Speech-Language 

Pathologist 

(teaching) 

None Speech-Language 

Pathologist 

 

Speech-language 

impaired 

Teacher of Blind 

or Visually 

Impaired 

None Blind or Visually 

Impaired  

Blind or partially sighted  

Teacher of Deaf or 

Hard of Hearing 

None Deaf or Hard of Hearing  Hearing Impaired 

Administrative    

Chief School 

Business Official 

None Chief School Business 

Official 

Chief School Business 

Official 

Director of Special  

Education 

None Director of Special 

Education 

Director of Special 

Education 
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Endorsements 

Currently 

Available  

Content-specific 

Endorsements 

Currently Available  

Endorsements, with 

Designations, as 

applicable, Issued July 

1, 2004 until July 1, 

2013  

Endorsements Issued 

Prior to July 1, 2004 

    

General 

Administrative 

(through June 30, 

2014) 

None General Administrative General Administrative 

Principal (2013) None General Administrative General Administrative 

Superintendent None Superintendent Superintendent 

Supervisory – 

endorsement area 

(special education 

only and school 

support personnel) 

None; see Section 

25.497 of this Part. 

Supervisory – 

endorsement area 

Supervisory 

    

Teacher Leader None Teacher Leader None 

School Support 

Personnel 

   

School Counselor None School Counselor  Guidance 

School Nurse None School Nurse School Nurse 

School 

Psychologist 

None School Psychologist School Psychologist 

School Social 

Worker 

None School Social Worker School Social Worker 

Speech-Language 

Pathologist (non-

teaching) 

None Non-Teaching Speech-

Language Pathologist 

Non-Teaching Speech-

Language Pathologist 

Supervisory – 

endorsement area 

(special education 

only and school 

support personnel) 

None; see Section 

25.497 of this Part. 

Supervisory – 

endorsement area 

Supervisory 

 

(Source:  Amended at 41 Ill. Reg. __________, effective ___________) 

 

 

 


