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ACCESS 2021 Provisional Results

Spring Testing

• ACCESS Test 109,762 complete records in 
the early results file

• Online Mode – 87.2% of Grades 1-12

• Proficient – 6.9%

• Fall and spring results in Nov. 8-19, 2021
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ACCESS 2021 Recap
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ACCESS 2021 Recap
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ACCESS Score Report Resources
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• ACCESS for ELLs Interpretive Guide for Score Reports

• Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Interpretive Guide for Score Reports

• ACCESS for ELLS: Understanding Your Child’s Scores - flyer, 

available in 13 languages

• Alternate ACCESS for ELLs: Understanding Your Child’s Scores -

flyer for students who took Alternate ACCESS

• ACCESS for ELLs Parent Letters - now available in 47 languages

• ACCESS for ELLs Scores and Reports

• Alternate ACCESS Scores and Reports

https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=18309&elqTrackId=0A0A9FE97F940EA08D81732C181653CB&elq=af60b2d2d9794483b2d9c511429fec1e&elqaid=17385&elqat=1
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=18308&elqTrackId=2435FFF100DFD8A8087015CBF0F82523&elq=af60b2d2d9794483b2d9c511429fec1e&elqaid=17385&elqat=1
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=18307&elqTrackId=D89776DA230673D0FFB8CB1A98F1FC46&elq=af60b2d2d9794483b2d9c511429fec1e&elqaid=17385&elqat=1
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=18306&elqTrackId=A1D95E393C955BF6CC08EF821745F121&elq=af60b2d2d9794483b2d9c511429fec1e&elqaid=17385&elqat=1
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=18305&elqTrackId=65F6FB69DF9ABCADFC4177F24AF2B1B0&elq=af60b2d2d9794483b2d9c511429fec1e&elqaid=17385&elqat=1
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=18304&elqTrackId=4B727CAEAA2A96BA03557730B8E6B9F0&elq=af60b2d2d9794483b2d9c511429fec1e&elqaid=17385&elqat=1
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=18303&elqTrackId=E508A565A31DE15C3A82625C53F15F7E&elq=af60b2d2d9794483b2d9c511429fec1e&elqaid=17385&elqat=1
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ACCESS and IAR 2019
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WIDA’s Observations for 2021
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WIDA’s Observations for 2021
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English Learner Testing Participation

• There were fewer English learners tested in 2021 compared to 
2019 and 2020. 

• Overall, the number of students tested online in the 2021 
sample was about 30% lower compared to previous years. 

• Elementary grades (grades 1–5) had larger proportions of 
missing students compared to other grades. 

• Examining the demographic composition, as collected by 
WIDA, of the students who took the test and comparing this 
data to previous years, we found that no student subgroup was 
disproportionately represented. 

• WIDA does not collect important data elements like students’ 
socioeconomic status. 
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WIDA’s Observations for 2021
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WIDA’s Observations for 2021
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English Learner Proficiency by Grade

• English learner proficiency on ACCESS, as measured 
in Overall composite scale scores, trended lower for 
most grades compared to previous years. 

• English learner proficiency on ACCESS was lower in 
the elementary school grades. 

• Overall proficiency in the middle and high school 
grades changed little from 2019 to 2021. 
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WIDA’s Observations for 2021

11



Illinois State Board of Education Department of Assessment

EQUITY   QUALITY   COLLABORATION   COMMUNITY

WIDA’s Observations for 2021
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English Learner Proficiency by Domain and Grade

• Proficiency in Reading decreased slightly in the 
elementary and middle school grades, while it 
increased slightly in the high school grades. 

• Proficiency in Speaking decreased in the elementary 
and middle school grades. 

• Proficiency in Listening decreased in grades 1–5 and 
slightly increased in grades 6–12. 

• Proficiency in Writing decreased in all grades, with the 
larger declines in the lower grades. 
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WIDA’s Observations for 2021
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WIDA’s Observations for 2021
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WIDA’s Observations for 2021
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WIDA’s Observations for 2021
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WIDA’s Observations for 2021
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WIDA’s Observations for 2021

18

English Learner Growth by Grade

• English learners’ growth, as measured in annual 
Overall composite scale score gains, decreased 
compared to growth in the previous year. 

• Overall composite scale score growth was about 25% 
lower compared to the previous year. Achieving high 
growth was specifically difficult for English learners in 
elementary and middle school grades. 

• Growth in the high school grades was similar to the 
previous year. 
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WIDA’s Observations for 2021
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WIDA’s Observations for 2021
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English Learner Growth by Domain

• Since the pandemic began, English Learners’ growth 
was about 24 Overall composite scale score points 
across all grades. After the pandemic, growth in 
composite scores declined by about 25%, down to 18 
Overall composite scale score points. 

• The largest relative decline in growth was in the 
domain of Speaking (≈75%), followed by Listening 
and Writing (≈25%). 
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ACCESS Future in Illinois

• 2020 ELD Standards – Items to 
appear on ACCESS in SY2025

• WIDA Kindergarten Screener –
Coming in late spring of SY2021

• Alternate ACCESS Proficiency Criteria
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https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/WIDA-ELD-Standards-Framework-2020.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener/kindergarten
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/WIDA-ELD-Standards-Framework-2020.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener/kindergarten
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ACCESS Assessment Communications

• ISBE Assessment Updates (listserv) 
- weekly email for ISBE assessment 
news

• Assessment Webinars on select 
Fridays through the school year.  
(archive and slides and recordings)

• WIDA’s Monday Mail – Secure Portal 
Account with Assessment package.
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https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Communications.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Listserv.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Communications.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Webinars.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Communications.aspx
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Participate in WIDA Events

Every year, WIDA invites the EL community to participate in 
events to review and refresh our assessment tools.

• Bias & Sensitivity Review

• Content Review

• Classroom Observations

• Surveys

• Expert Panels

• Field Testing

If you would like to contribute WIDA’s test development work, visit 
Building a WIDA Assessment to learn more and apply.
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https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=22039&elqTrackId=7AFA2E8C8615A2F17C41C4FCB3D8667A&elq=e6cbedada90a43a385eeed8cfdbf21e8&elqaid=19806&elqat=1
https://uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_86afNB7eVh06k3s
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Resources & Contacts

• WIDA Portal: https://portal.wida.us

• WIDA Public Website: https://wida.wisc.edu/

• WIDA-AMS (www.wida-ams.us)
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login

• WIDA Client Services Center: 866-276-7735 
or help@wida.us

• DRC Customer Support: 855-787-9615 
or WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com

• Barry Pedersen, ISBE: 866-317-6034, bpederse@isbe.net

• Trevor Cottle, ISBE: 866-317-6034, tcottle@isbe.net
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https://portal.wida.us/
https://wida.wisc.edu/
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login
mailto:help@wida.us
mailto:WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com
mailto:bpederse@isbe.net
mailto:tcottle@isbe.net
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Questions?
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