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Meet the Monitoring Team

John Crosley-Corcoran

Principal ConsultantPrincipal Consultant

Amanda Abuali

• Charter Schools

amabuali@isbe.net

312-814-3598

jcrosley@isbe.net

• Migrant Education

• EL Curriculum and 
Instruction

312-814-4830

Emily Mizera

Principal Consultant

• Seal of Biliteracy
• World Languages
• Ethnic Language Schools

emizera@isbe.net

312-814-3519

Seal of Biliteracy

Randi Sucic

Principal Consultant

rsucic@isbe.net

312-814-5583

Michelle Lopez

Principal Consultant

312-814-2237

Vacant

Principal Consultant

_______@isbe.net

312-814-3850

mlopez@isbe.net

• Early Childhood
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Introduction
• ISBE is charged with the responsibility of ensuring that Illinois 

Code requirements are being fulfilled by Local Education 
Agencies (LEAs).

o Illinois School Code ILSC 14C 1-13

o 23 Illinois Administrative Code Part 228 Transitional 
Bilingual Education 

• Monitoring of program requirements at the local level ensures 
compliance with regulations and assures the quality of the 
program and instructional delivery for English learners (ELs).

• Monitoring helps to protect the civil rights of ELs.
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Federal Requirements
Title VI, Civil Rights Act of 1964
• Prohibits denial of equal access to education because of language minority students’ limited proficiency 

in English.

Title VII of the ESEA of 1968: The Bilingual Education Act
• The first Federal Legislation to recognize the unique needs of English language learners and the need for 

specialized instruction. It established federal funding for the training of bilingual teachers and bilingual 
programs.

Equal Educational Opportunity Act of 1974
• Defines denial of equal educational opportunity as “failure by an educational agency to take 

appropriate action to overcome language barriers that impede equal participation by students in an 
instructional program.”

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) of 1975
• Provides for free appropriate public education to eligible children with disabilities throughout the 

nation.
• Ensures special education and related services to those children

ELs must be able to participate effectively in all 
programs and content areas.
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Introduction: Federal Cases
Lau v. Nichols, 414 U.S. 563 (U.S. Supreme Court, 1974)

• Requires that LEAs take steps to help ELs overcome language 
barriers and participate meaningfully in educational programs.

Castañeda v. Pickard, (648 F.2d 989, U.S. Court of Appeals, 5th 
Circuit, 1981 )

Mandates that programs for ELs be:

1. Based on sound educational theory.

2. Implemented effectively with sufficient resources and personnel.

3. Evaluated to determine whether they are effective.

Plyler v. Doe, 457 U.S. 202, 102 S. Ct. 2382, 72 L. Ed. 2d 786 (1982)

• Holds that states and/or LEAs cannot constitutionally deny students a 
free public education on account of immigration status.

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/ell/lau.html
https://web.stanford.edu/~hakuta/www/LAU/IAPolicy/IA1bCastanedaFullText.htm
https://www.uscourts.gov/educational-resources/educational-activities/access-education-rule-law
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Compliance Monitoring Framework

Component 1: 
Identification of Eligible 

Students and Equal 
Opportunities for All 

Students 

Component 2:             
Student Assessment 

Component 3:    
Providing Services to All 

Eligible/Placement  

Component 4:    
Program 

Components/Curriculum 
and Instruction 

Component 5:     
General Program

Component 6:            
Staff  Certification  

Component 7:  
Professional 

Development

Component 8:         
Parent and Community 

Participation 

➢ ISBE monitors EL programs via a structured system involving 
12 key components to ensure LEAs are compliant with federal 
and state rules.
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Component 9: 
Communication with 

Parents/Parents’ Rights

Component 10:            
Student Records, Report 

Cards, and Data 
Management

Component 11:                 
Dually Identified Students 

(Special Education and 
English Learners) 

Component 12:                   
Title III (For Districts with 

Title III Language Instruction 
Educational Programs and/or 
Immigrant Student Education 

Programs)

Compliance Monitoring Framework
➢ ISBE monitors EL programs via a structured system involving 

12 key components to ensure LEAs are compliant with federal 
and state rules.
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Point of Emphasis/Common Findings

➢Bilingual Parent Advisory Committees – Component 8
▪ Running autonomously, receiving training from LEA. 

➢Translating documents for communication with 
parents - Components 1, 9, 10 and 11
▪ Report cards, notices of enrollment, procedural safeguards, 

Home Language Survey.

➢Recordkeeping for students' cumulative folders - 
Component 10
▪ Screener results, annual testing results, part-time placement 

rationale.
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Monitoring Resources       
for Districts
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Resources for Monitoring

COMPLIANCE 
MONITORING MANUAL 

FOR DISTRICTS

ISBE MONITORING EXCEL 
TEMPLATE

INITIAL MEETING TO WALK 
THROUGH ALL THE STEPS 
AND ANSWER QUESTIONS

DESKTOP/ONSITE LEA 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

REPORT

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/English-Learners-Compliance-Monitoring.aspx
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Monitoring Manual 

• Explains the selection 
criteria.

• Defines the roles and 
responsibilities of a 
district's monitoring 
coordinator.

• Provides a timeline.

• Explains what to expect 
at each step of the 
monitoring process.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Onsite-Monitoring-Manual.pdf
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LEA Self-Assessment Report

TOOL FOR MONITORING COMPLIANCE 
AND SELF-REFLECTION REGARDING EL 
PROGRAMMING WITHIN THE DISTRICT

CONSISTS OF 12 COMPONENTS 
RELATED TO EL PROGRAMMING AND 

RULES/CODE FOR ELS IN ILLINOIS

COMPLY WITH CASTAÑEDA V. PICKARD 
THROUGH SELF-MONITORING FOR EL 

PROGRAM EFFECTIVENESS

http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.isbe.net/Documents/Desktop-LEA-Self-Assessment-Report.pdf
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LEA Self-Assessment Report

http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.isbe.net/Documents/Desktop-LEA-Self-Assessment-Report.pdf
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LEA Self-Assessment Report

• Some components require an LEA to submit evidence.
• Some components are verified by ISBE compliance monitors and
do not require LEA evidence.

http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.isbe.net/Documents/Desktop-LEA-Self-Assessment-Report.pdf
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LEA Self-Assessment Report

• Some components will reference the ISBE Excel 
Monitoring Template.

http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.isbe.net/Documents/Desktop-LEA-Self-Assessment-Report.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/English-Learners-Compliance-Monitoring.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/English-Learners-Compliance-Monitoring.aspx
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LEA Self-Assessment Report

http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.isbe.net/Documents/Desktop-LEA-Self-Assessment-Report.pdf
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LEA Self-Assessment Report: Waivers

http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.isbe.net/Documents/Desktop-LEA-Self-Assessment-Report.pdf
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ISBE Excel Monitoring Template

These 
numbers 
refer to 
components 
on the LEA 
Self-
Assessment.
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Final Thoughts
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Final Thoughts

Acceptance of Title III funds is 
not part of monitoring 

selection criteria.

Compliance monitoring reports 
and findings are matters of 

public record.

Special ed services do not take 
priority over EL services; if a 

student qualifies for both, they 
must receive both. A dually 

identified student must receive 
dual services. 



23

Final Thoughts — Benefits of Monitoring

Identifies areas where districts are doing well.

Identifies areas of growth.

Added strength for your advocacy efforts.

Monitoring tools can be used by districts for their own self-
monitoring efforts.
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Questions?

Multilingual@isbe.net

 312-814-3850

mailto:Multilingual@isbe.net
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