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EL Title III Bilingual Education Award 

Presented by: 

Multilingual/Language Development Department
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Agenda

• What is the Bilingual Education Award (BEA)?

• Purpose of the BEA

• Eligibility

• Application Process

• How to Complete the BEA Application
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What is the Bilingual Education 
Award?
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What is the Bilingual Education Award?

The Title III Bilingual Education Award is a recognition tied to federal 
Title III of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) —
specifically through the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) — that 
honors school districts for their success in serving English learners 

(ELs) and improving English language proficiency using Title III grant 
funds.
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Purpose of the Bilingual Education 
Award
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Purpose of the BEA

• Recognizes districts for strong EL 
performance relative to state averages on 
language proficiency measures (ACCESS 
assessment results)

• Encourages districts to improve instructional 
quality and outcomes for ELs

• Connected to performance data such as 
number of ELs served and the percentage 
showing proficiency growth
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Purpose of the BEA Continued

Recipients of the BEA are eligible for a financial 
award that can be used for professional 
development, instructional improvement, and 
supplemental curriculum development on:

• Newcomer programs

• Social-emotional learning support for English 
learners and immigrant children and youth

• Bilingual education/dual language 
professional development and curriculum 
improvement
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Eligibility for the Bilingual 
Education Award
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Eligibility

The BEA recognizes high-performing districts based 
on the following criteria:

• A recipient of Title III funds in the year of the award

• The district's rate of proficiency on ACCESS in the previous year

• The English Learner Progress to Proficiency rate in the previous 
year

• The district's carryover percentage from the previous year for 
Title III Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP) and 
Immigrant Student Education Program (ISEP) funds

• Whether the district received the BEA in the previous three years
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Application Process
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Selection and Use Process

• Recipient of Title III LIEP/ISEP in the current 
year and completed original application

• ISBE reviews data in the spring and selects 
recipient.

• Notification sent to recipient districts in April

• Recipient districts complete and submit the 
BEA application when it opens
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How to Complete the BEA 
Application
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Overview (Description)

• Gives important dates

• Purpose of the grant

• Links to all rules/regulations

• Information on reports required



14

Overview (Screenshot)
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Applicant Information (Description)

• District contact information for the grant

o Typically the EL administrator

o Can include the business administrator as a second contact

• GEPA statement

o Steps to avoid barriers for protected classes (race, gender, 
color, age, disability, national origin)

• Area affected

o District 
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Applicant 
Information 
(Screenshot)
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Amendments (Description)

• First submission

o Mark as "original application"

• Amendments

o Mark as "amendment"

o Write in details/overview of the changes in the application
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Amendments (Screenshot)
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FFATA (Description)

• Description of the project

o Includes an overview of all activities that are written into the 
budget

o Must list areas/summarize

o Does not have to be itemized

• Amendments

o If adding in new function/object codes, must amend this 
page as well
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FFATA (Screenshot)
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Program Plan (Description)

• Proposed plan must incorporate one or more of the three grant-
focused strands

o Newcomer Programs

o Social and Emotional Support for ELs and Immigrant Children 
and Youth

o Bilingual Education/Dual Language Professional 
Development and Curriculum Improvement

• Complete the Rationale, Proposed Activities, Expected 
Outcomes/Deliverables, Participants, and Timeline
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Program Plan (Screenshot)
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Allotment (Description)

• Current year funding

o Will be listed as carryover as this is an extension of the 
4909 Title III LIEP grant
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Allotment (Screenshot)



25

Budget Detail (Description)

• Budget line items must sum to the full allotment

• Budget detail must support what is outlined in the program 
plan tab

• Professional development focus
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Budget Detail (Screenshot)
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Budget (Description)

• Shows an overall summary of where funds are being allocated

• Cannot adjust this page

o Changes must be made and saved in the Budget Detail page 
to be reflected on the Budget page 
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Budget (Screenshot)
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PRA – ISBE Specific (Description)

• Questions 3.1-3.4 must reflect if a district was monitored in the 
past two years 

o If monitored, all questions regarding the CAP must be 
answered
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PRA – ISBE Specific (Screenshot)
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UGA – Parts One, Two, and Three (Description)

• Auto-filled with information

• Must mark "Governmental" for 3.2

• Must mark assurances and save



32

UGA – Parts One, Two, and Three 
(Screenshot)
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Review Checklist (Description)

• Useful if an application/amendment is sent back

• Check all comments

• Reach out to your assigned principal consultant with questions

o The grant reviewer may not be your assigned principal 
consultant 

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assigned-Consultant-Listing.aspx
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Review Checklist (Screenshot)
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Resources

• Plans, Reports and Funding

• Amendment Guidelines

• Assigned Principal Consultant List

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/EL-Plans-Reports-Funding.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/title_III_amend_guide.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assigned-Consultant-Listing.aspx
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Questions?
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Thank You
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