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Note-taking handout 
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Welcome!
Here is what you can expect from today’s 
session: 

1. Presentation
2. Panel Discussion
3. FAQs



IEP
What role does 

collaboration play during 
the IEP process?

03

Collaborative Lens

Referral Process
What are the benefits of a 

collaborative approach? 01
Student
How does collaboration 
ensure that students are 
receiving needed 
supports?

02

Services
How can teams collaborate 
to provide services to dually 
identified students?

04



Referral, Eligibility and Evaluation Processes

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJ-8u3o6z5E


Referral, 
Eligibility and 
Evaluation 
Processes

Benefits of Collaboration
❏ Shared responsibility 
❏ Staff feel supported throughout the process
❏ Increased comfort in asking questions
❏ More open to reaching out to the 

Department of Language & Culture
❏ Increased willingness to start the MTSS 

process
❏ Shift in focus from immediate to the long 

term impact
❏ Multiple viewpoints when looking at data
❏ Involving more experts 
❏ Increased understanding that the outcome 

may be different than anticipated
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Referral, 
Eligibility and 
Evaluation 
Processes

MTSS stands for multi-tiered system of 
supports. 
● It's a framework many schools use to 

give targeted support to struggling 
students.



⬜ Years of schooling
⬜ Age upon entering an all English 

system
⬜ Socio-economic status
⬜ Immigrant status
⬜ Level of parents education
⬜ Exposure to school expectations
⬜ Sequential vs. Simultaneous 

Bilingualism 

FACTORS THAT 
CONTRIBUTE TO 
REACHING GRADE 
LEVEL  NORMS



Referral, Eligibility and Evaluation Processes

Language and culture issues will always be part of serving an EL student, but under the 
reauthorized IDEA of 2004,the team must document the extent to which these are part of 
the presenting problem and that they are not the most significant determining factor



Literacy knowledge 
and skills in L1 are 
adequate, skills in 
L2 are low

Low literacy in 
both L1 and L2; 
have not received 
adequate 
instruction in either 
language

Language 
Difference?

Language 
Disorder?

Low literacy skills in both L1 and L2 after 
receiving adequate instruction

“The result of the 
normal process of 
second language 
acquisition, and its 
impact on the 
development of the 
second language”

“Characterized by 
deficits in language 
comprehension 
and/or production in 
both the native 
language and the 
second language”

Response to Intervention in Reading for English Language Learners,  Sharon Vaughn, Ph.D

INSTRUCTION
INSTRUCTION

PROBLEM SOLVING 
(MTSS)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SPt6Y40JcMDmgTHwcXrR_Ol0DewY_0RLWa-psuYxjqI/copy


What are the student’s strengths?

What are the areas for growth?

Same Question: 
Different Lenses

❏ General Education

❏ English Language

❏ Special Education
Common Goal:  To identify the “WHY” 
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What are the student’s strengths?

What are the areas for growth?Key Focus of Discussion

● ELs must demonstrate acquisition of the language 
and the concepts of the content

● Teachers need to be aware of how students learn 
and how they demonstrate their learning



Additional Guiding Questions
❏ Where is  growth dropping off and why?
❏ What scaffolds have been put in place?
❏ How are we measuring their impact?
❏ What does the assessment look like?
❏ What other information would be beneficial 

to know? 
❏ How does their growth look compared to 

peers?
❏ If the student goes through the referral and 

identification process, how will their day 
change?
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How do 
we know 

which kids 
to watch?





Score F&P Level Average RI Average RL Average Math

2.8 I 2 2 84%

3.0 J 3 3 95%

2.6 H 1 1 65%

2.9 I 2 2 84%

3.1 I 2 3 84%

Comparative Data



Comparative Data

Score F&P Level Average RI Average RL Average Math

2.8 I 2 2 84%

3.0 J 3 3 95%

2.6 H 1 1 65%

2.9 I 2 2 84%

3.1 I 2 3 84%



Response to Intervention in Reading for English Language Learners
Sharon Vaughn Ph.D.

“The more that personnel know about the development 

of oral language, contextual considerations and the 

cultural background of students, the better informed 

they will be in making appropriate decisions about 

interpreting screening and assessment results and in 

designing appropriate interventions.”

Impact of Collaborative Process



IEP meetings

Primary caregiver, 
advocate, student, 
family member(s)

Family/Student

Qualified interpreter
Interpreter

School psychologist, 
SLP, OT/PT, nurse, 
social worker, LBS

SPED staff

ESL/Bilingual teacher
EL staff

Gen Ed Staff
Classroom teacher/      Dual 
Language teacher(s)



IEP Process and Services

Student

Ge
ne
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l E

d 
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SPED Staff

EL/Bilingual Staff

Evaluation:
● Provide information about 

academic, functional and 
SEL domains

● Input regarding need for 
dual assessment 

Recommendation
● Generating goals
● Making it comprehensible 

to the family

Services
● SPED does not trump EL
● Guided reading rotations
● Targeted Assistance
● E+ teacher
● Conscious collaboration
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Panel Discussion



Our district feels that we are 
over-identifying our 
multicultural/multilingual learners 
needing IEP services.  
What can we do to improve our 
screening/evaluation process?



What are best practices for 
providing interpretation and 
translation services to families of 
multilingual learners?



Our multilingual learners with 
IEPs are not receiving direct 
ESL/Bilingual support.  
How can we meet both the EL 
and SPED needs for our students?



How can we support EL and SPED 
teams in improving collaboration 
practices?



FAQs

Supporting dually-served learners

Lydia will be 
available Thurs/Fri 

by appt only to 
answer 

compliance-related 
questions!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sjr-GkQmrq4g8xF9A7uc3OnTisi16ieW9IaCypz8qds/copy


CRÉDITOS: Esta plantilla de presentación fue creada por Slidesgo, e 
incluye iconos de Flaticon, además de infografías e imágenes de Freepik

Thank you!
Questions? Email us!

Cristina Sanchez-Lopez:  clopez@cntrmail.org  
Adelicia Brienzo:  abrienzo@cntrmail.org
Lydia Kvinta: lkvinta@isbe.net
Nancy Hellstrom:  NancyHellstrom@sd54.k12.il.us
 Elizabeth Perez:  elizabethmperez@sd54.k12.il.us

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
mailto:abrienzo@cntrmail.org
mailto:lkvinta@isbe.net


Resources
● English Learners with Disabilities PowerPoint Presentation (Lydia Kvinta, ISBE) 

● ISBE English Learners with IEPs Resource Page

● Seven Factors Template 

● Book List

● Problem-Solving Document (Dist 54)

● Problem-Solving Checklist (Dist 54)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K3Y-NDKniLHc0tYV2ATEkS4t_LBqXi1c/view?usp=sharing
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/EL-IEPs.aspx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SPt6Y40JcMDmgTHwcXrR_Ol0DewY_0RLWa-psuYxjqI/copy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZfKVe1h5qQZJWHmVPQZ765EtiV-0C187/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ILJGmRMEVca04709U1hmBJt9aF0FA0NB/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rc_E7KQsHJ6aLDcWNaMCMPLarQr3dvwm/copy

