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Illinois SLD Support Project
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• Link to today’s slide deck:
CB Session 3: Understanding The Big Picture of Writing.pptx

2025-2026 Literacy Capacity Builder Resources 

• All resources are available in our shared folder:                    
Literacy Capacity Builder Participant Resources (2025-2026)

• Resources are archived on ISBE’s Illinois Comprehensive 
Literacy Plan webpage after each session.

Housekeeping Items 
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16J8IEqncLgwzEcqHRydJ4PBHmmYapDoq/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103191382602953519487&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ieJsZ3m3J4zMCJ-95k33qNnwI8Gj-JMT7l7laO2ChhQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1SyplncIdK1tt6QN_xfapYnDjYsNF66xa?usp=drive_link
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Illinois-Literacy-Plan.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Illinois-Literacy-Plan.aspx
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Shared Norms

Empower Stay future-focused, work toward solutions, and 
promote progress in every discussion.

Engage Actively participate by sharing feedback and 
interacting in both the chat and small groups.

U .p .l ..i ..f . .t
Encourage diverse perspectives, provide 
space for everyone to share their ideas, and 
embrace discomfort to foster growth.

Unite
Foster a sense of togetherness and 
openness, ensuring full participation. Make 
your video available if possible.
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Effective & Equitable Literacy Teaching, Leadership, 
and Learning
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Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan: Writing......58-61

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IL-Comp-Literacy-Plan-2024.pdf
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Agenda

Understanding the 
Big Picture of Writing

(12/18/25)

1 2

Planning and Instruction 
for Student Progress

(1/22/26)
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➔ Writing is Complex!
➔ Strong writing instruction starts with clarity 

about what we are teaching
➔ Writing development is a progression NOT a 

checklist

Big Picture Outcomes  
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(Sedita, 2021)
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Writing is 
COMPLEX!
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Why is Writing Important?
• Improves thinking
• Supports reading development
• Boosts learning across content areas 
• Builds communication skills
• Helps to develop executive function skills
• Increases student independence
• Bridges oral language and literacy 
• Plays a significant role on state and national 

assessments
• IS A LIFE SKILL
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➔ Writing is Complex!
➔ Strong writing instruction starts with clarity 

about what we are teaching
➔ Writing development is a progression NOT a 

checklist

Big Picture Outcomes  
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Evidence-Centered Design

K-12 Writing Standards.pdf

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D5oNWA6cDd4CNtv-9bj32d4dm0f1ZyD6/view?usp=sharing
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Progression 
of Writing 
Standards

(K-12)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D5oNWA6cDd4CNtv-9bj32d4dm0f1ZyD6/view?usp=sharing


20K-12 Writing Standards.pdf

Grade Level 
Expectations 

Domains 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D5oNWA6cDd4CNtv-9bj32d4dm0f1ZyD6/view?usp=sharing
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Progression 
of Writing 
Standards

(K-12)

Complexity 
of Writing 

Standards: 
How do the 
skills build? 
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Breakout Discussion #1

Standard Analysis: 

● Task: Read Writing Standard #1 - Starting with 
K progressing through Grade 12. 

● Reflect upon & discuss the questions on your 
note catcher. 

● (7 minutes) 
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Session 3 Note Catcher 

K-12 Writing Standards.pdf

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xyJiBg9QaXGBYXaVzPWh2SduRVzR4pYRxcIa-Em8MzU/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D5oNWA6cDd4CNtv-9bj32d4dm0f1ZyD6/view?usp=sharing
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Breakout Discussion #1
Debrief

Standard Analysis: 

● Task: Read Writing Standard #1 - Starting with 
K progressing through Grade 12. 

● Reflect upon & discuss the questions on your 
note catcher. 

● (5 minutes) 
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Session 3 Note Catcher 

Writing Standards

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xyJiBg9QaXGBYXaVzPWh2SduRVzR4pYRxcIa-Em8MzU/edit?usp=sharing
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Evidence Centered Design

Writing Standards 
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IAR ELA Task Generation Models  

Reading and Writing are Connected! 

https://www.roe21.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/IAR-ELA-Task-Generation-Models.pdf
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What do you notice about the writing percentage? 
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Grade-level Blueprints for Three Types of Tasks 

● Grade 6 Task Form Blueprint - ELA   

● Grade 7 Task Form Blueprint - ELA    

● Grade 8 Task Form Blueprint - ELA    

● Grade 3 Task Form Blueprint - ELA   

● Grade 4 Task Form Blueprint - ELA  

● Grade 5 Task Form Blueprint - ELA 

Pulled directly from our standards!  

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IAR-Grade-6-ELA-LAT-NWT-Blueprints.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IAR-Grade-7-ELA-LAT-NWT-Blueprints.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IAR-Grade-8-ELA-LAT-NWT-Blueprints.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IAR-Grade-3-ELA-LAT-NWT-Blueprints.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IAR-Grade-4-ELA-LAT-NWT-Blueprints.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IAR-Grade-5-ELA-LAT-NWT-Blueprints.pdf
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IAR ELA Testing Times and Task Models  

https://www.roe21.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/IAR-ELA-Blueprint-Unit-Times.pdf


29Capacity Builders: Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan | Session 3

What do you notice about the writing percentage? 
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ACT Resources: 
ACT Test Scores: Understanding Your 

Scores

ACT® Technical Manual February 2025
  

Il-ACT-Standards-Crosswalk.pdf

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/understanding-your-scores.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/understanding-your-scores.html
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT_Technical_Manual.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aMNV0VAbkwF7yZvHcz8VU-Xj8DZYslSV/view?usp=sharing
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Examples for Writing: Use capital letters, use correct punctuation, 
write a sentence with a subject & predicate, write a topic sentence.

Can we measure  what we identify as skills?

Skills:  The performance outcome(s) 
or measurable objectives that we 

want our students to be able to 
accomplish from each standard. 
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Examples: Analyze, Visualize, Brainstorm, Reflect, Synthesize, 
Evaluate, Generalize 

***We cannot measure if they evaluating or analyzing as these are 
processes taking place in their minds to make sense of the skills.

 Cognitive Strategies : The internal 
processes that we teach students in how to 

accomplish the measurable skill.
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Skill = The What
Strategy = The How

It is HOW students learn to do the internal 
processes  

Examples:  Charting, Graphic Organizers, Coding, RACE 
Writing, T Charts, etc 

Instructional Strategy – A 
structured way to teach or 

encourage the use of the cognitive 
processes to ultimately accomplish 

the skill. 

A strategy is a plan of action for 
achieving a purpose. 
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When Planning
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Example and Non-Example
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Questions for Planning
1. What skill am I actually teaching?

● Sentence construction
● Organization
● Language conventions
● Idea development

2. What cognitive demands does this place on students?
● Working memory
● Transcription load
● Language demands

3. What evidence will show me growth?
● Student writing samples
● Not just completion — quality and clarity

Good writing instruction starts with clarity, not just more strategies.
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Breakout Discussion #2

Writing Strategy Discussion

● Create a list of writing strategies that 

you currently use

● Discuss and reflect on what makes 

them effective 

● Discuss and reflect on what could be 

changed to make them more effective 

Capacity Builders: Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan | Session 3

Note Catcher 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xyJiBg9QaXGBYXaVzPWh2SduRVzR4pYRxcIa-Em8MzU/edit?usp=sharing
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Breakout Discussion #2

Writing Strategy Discussion

● Create a list of writing strategies that 
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● Discuss and reflect on what makes 
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● Discuss and reflect on what could be 

changed to make them more effective 
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Note Catcher 

Debrief

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xyJiBg9QaXGBYXaVzPWh2SduRVzR4pYRxcIa-Em8MzU/edit?usp=sharing
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➔ Writing is Complex!
➔ Strong writing instruction starts with clarity 

about what we are teaching
➔ Writing development is a progression NOT a 

checklist

Big Picture Outcomes  
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In the Chat

● 1 thing that affirmed your practice
● 1 “ah-ha” moment
● 1 thing that you would like to try 

2025-2026 Literacy Capacity Builder Resources 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ieJsZ3m3J4zMCJ-95k33qNnwI8Gj-JMT7l7laO2ChhQ/edit?usp=sharing
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Mark Your Calendars:  2025-2026 Capacity Builders
• 10/30/25 Session 1: Overview of the Series and Illinois Comprehensive 

Literacy Plan 

• 11/13/25 Session 2: Evidence-Based Instructional Practices

• 12/18/25 Session 3: Writing Instruction: Understanding the Big Picture 
of Writing

• 1/22/26 Session 4: Writing Instruction - Planning and Instruction for 
Student Progress 

• 2/19/26 Session 5: Vocabulary Instruction

• 3/19/26 Session 6: Vocabulary and Disciplinary Literacy

• 4/16/26 Session 7: Adolescent and Disciplinary Literacy

• 5/21/25 Session 8: Assessment and Instructional Decision-Making

Capacity Builders: Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan | Session 3

https://ltcillinois.zoom.us/meeting/register/RqVBZzrhQxKP7OXP_YHL9Q#/registration
https://ltcillinois.zoom.us/meeting/register/RqVBZzrhQxKP7OXP_YHL9Q#/registration
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Evaluation
Evaluation | Session 3: Writing: Part 1- Understanding The Big Picture of Writing – Fill out form

Capacity Builders: Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan | Session 3

https://forms.office.com/r/h4A0y8qTN6
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Capacity Builders: ICLP Lead Team

Dara Carr
Professional Development/School Improvement | BHS ROE #28

Kellyn Sirach
Reading Content Specialist | IL SLD Support Project

Johnna Terwelp
Professional Learning Coordinator | Regional Office of Education #1

Scott Filkins
Lecturer & K-12 Licensure Programs Coordinator | UIUC

Molly Allen
Assistant Regional Superintendent | Regional Office of Education #17

Kristen Driscoll
Assistant Professor, Curriculum & Instruction | UIUC

Chrissy Wiggs
Professional Development Director | Regional Office of Education #21

Deborah MacPhee
Professor, Elementary. Literacy |Illinois State University

Saranja Hicks
ELA Curriculum & Instruction Specialist |South Cook ISC

Michael Young
Assistant Professor, Elementary Literacy | Illinois State University

Kim Johnson
ELA Principal Consultant| Illinois State Board of Education

Jess Rodriguez
Early Writing Content Specialist |  IL SLD Support Project
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Questions
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