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• Link to today’s slide deck:
CB Session 4: Planning for Writing Instruction .pptx

● All Resources for the Session can be found here: 
2025-2026 Literacy Capacity Builder Resources 

• All resources are available in our shared folder:                    
Literacy Capacity Builder Participant Resources (2025-2026)

• Resources are archived on ISBE’s Illinois Comprehensive 
Literacy Plan webpage after each session.

Housekeeping Items 
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1isJHx4te5Kpk_kIZZGWrxoZqBUqGiW-I/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103191382602953519487&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ieJsZ3m3J4zMCJ-95k33qNnwI8Gj-JMT7l7laO2ChhQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1SyplncIdK1tt6QN_xfapYnDjYsNF66xa?usp=drive_link
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Illinois-Literacy-Plan.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Illinois-Literacy-Plan.aspx
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All Resources for Session 4 
can be found here: 

2025-2026 Literacy Capacity 
Builder Resources 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ieJsZ3m3J4zMCJ-95k33qNnwI8Gj-JMT7l7laO2ChhQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ieJsZ3m3J4zMCJ-95k33qNnwI8Gj-JMT7l7laO2ChhQ/edit?usp=sharing
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Shared Norms

Empower Stay future-focused, work toward solutions, and 
promote progress in every discussion.

Engage Actively participate by sharing feedback and 
interacting in both the chat and small groups.

U .p .l ..i ..f . .t
Encourage diverse perspectives, provide 
space for everyone to share their ideas, and 
embrace discomfort to foster growth.

Unite
Foster a sense of togetherness and 
openness, ensuring full participation. Make 
your video available if possible.
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Effective & Equitable Literacy Teaching, Leadership, 
and Learning
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Agenda

Understanding the 
Big Picture of Writing

(12/18/25)

1 2

Planning and Instruction 
for Student Progress

(1/22/26)
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Agenda

Broad 
considerations 

for teaching 
writing

1 2
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3

Teaching 
writing

Additional 
considerations
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Broad 
considerations 

for teaching 
writing

1
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Writing is taught 
NOT 
caught!
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Jago, 2014
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Kindergarten: 30 minutes 
PER DAY

1st Grade and UP: 60 
minutes PER DAY

Graham, 2018
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Structur
ed



16Capacity Builders: Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan | Session 4



17Capacity Builders: Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan | Session 4



18

Frequent and Low Stakes

Capacity Builders: Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan | Session 4



19Capacity Builders: Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan | Session 4



20Capacity Builders: Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan | Session 4

Keys to Literacy, 2024
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Breakout Discussion #1

“Integration isn’t adding more. It is tightening what 

we already do.” 

● Select a strategy that you currently use in your 
classroom. 

● Discuss:
○ How could you incorporate oral language? 
○ How could you incorporate reading? 
○ How could you incorporate writing? 

What do you already do that can become more 
intentional? 

Capacity Builders: Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan | Session 2

Session 4 Note Catcher 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16pfJ-MUJY37XJZWfszsx-tc5vI34pRElk6O8Ibg3HcQ/edit?usp=sharing
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EXAMPLE
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Session 4 Note Catcher 
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2
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Teaching 
writing
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For today…
● Spelling
● Sentence Construction
● The Writing Process
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Spelling
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Sedita, 2023
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EXAMPLE
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Elkonin Boxes
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Sentences
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Start 
small and 
build.
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I like ____________.

The _____ is ______.
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EXAMPLE
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He wore clothes. 
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Who Who wore clothes?

What What kind of clothes were they?

Where Where were they?

Why Why were they wearing that?

How How were they feeling?

When When did this happen?
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Johnny wore a 
hat and scarf 
because it was 
cold at the 
park.

Capacity Builders: Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan | Session 4
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The Writing Process
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Things to Remember
● Developmentally Appropriate 
● Be Aware of Cognitive Load
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The CONTENT 
drives the rigor. 

Hochman & Wexler, 2025
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“An hour of planning can 
save you ten hours of 
doing.” 

- Dale Carnegie

Capacity Builders: Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan | Session 4
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Do/What
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“I’m writing a first draft 
and reminding myself that 
I’m simply shoveling sand 
into a box so that later, I 
can build castles.” 

- Shannon Hale
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Model
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with think alouds
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“If I waited for 
perfection, I would 
never write a word.” 

- Margaret Atwood
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“The secret to editing your 
work is simple: you need 
to become its reader 
instead of its writer.” 

- Zadie Smith
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Breakout Discussion #2

We don’t teach the whole writing process 
at once. We emphasize one stage at a 
time.
● Choose one stage of the writing 

process.
● Discuss:

○ What is one thing you could model 
for this stage next week? 

○ Why is it important to slow down 
when teaching the writing process?
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Session 4 Note Catcher 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16pfJ-MUJY37XJZWfszsx-tc5vI34pRElk6O8Ibg3HcQ/edit?usp=sharing
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3

Additional 
considerations
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Considerations for Struggling Writers

● Graphic organizers
● Chunking
● Model Thinking
● Planning, Editing, Revising
● Worked Examples Together
● One-On-One Sessions
● Small Group Sessions
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We want to meet students 
where they are 
developmentally, but don’t 
forget to expose them to writing 
of different rigors as 
appropriate. 
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Webb’s Depths of Knowledge: A theoretical framework for 
the standards to measure the level of rigor for assessment.

Four Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels were developed by Norman 
Webb as an alignment method to examine the consistency 
between the cognitive demands of standards and the cognitive 

demands of assessments.   
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DOK Word Wheel.pdf

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nEUWZ4mhJuxH8uep-YByjakilucl_0tK/view?usp=drive_link
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DOK Question Stems 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D61PPWA5VffesGrfPpVWQIr3SJfjTvDX/view?usp=drive_link
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Mark Your Calendars:  2025-2026 Capacity Builders
• 10/30/25 Session 1: Overview of the Series and Illinois Comprehensive 

Literacy Plan 

• 11/13/25 Session 2: Evidence-Based Instructional Practices

• 12/18/25 Session 3: Writing Instruction: Understanding the Big Picture 
of Writing

• 1/22/26 Session 4: Writing Instruction - Planning and Instruction for 
Student Progress: 

• 2/19/26 Session 5: Vocabulary Instruction

• 3/19/26 Session 6: Vocabulary and Disciplinary Literacy

• 4/16/26 Session 7: Adolescent and Disciplinary Literacy

• 5/21/25 Session 8: Assessment and Instructional Decision-Making

Capacity Builders: Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan | Session 2
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Evaluation
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Evaluation | Session 4: Writing: Part 2- Planning for Writing Instruction – Fill out form

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=hv5kA8ZJ9Eq1LDNameV30emh1Eo-AqBLlxz-fAhOcg1URFVDWE1GNUFWUE1BU1hNT0VZWTBYWkQ1UC4u
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Capacity Builders: ICLP Lead Team

Dara Carr
Professional Development/School Improvement | BHS ROE #28

Kellyn Sirach
Reading Content Specialist | IL SLD Support Project

Johnna Terwelp
Professional Learning Coordinator | Regional Office of Education #1

Scott Filkins
Lecturer & K-12 Licensure Programs Coordinator | UIUC

Molly Allen
Assistant Regional Superintendent | Regional Office of Education #17

Kristen Driscoll
Assistant Professor, Curriculum & Instruction | UIUC

Chrissy Wiggs
Professional Development Director | Regional Office of Education #21

Deborah MacPhee
Professor, Elementary. Literacy |Illinois State University

Saranja Hicks
ELA Curriculum & Instruction Specialist |South Cook ISC

Michael Young
Assistant Professor, Elementary Literacy | Illinois State University

Kim Johnson
ELA Principal Consultant| Illinois State Board of Education

Jess Rodriguez
Early Writing Content Specialist |  IL SLD Support Project
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Questions
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