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● All Resources for the Session can be found here: 
2025-2026 Literacy Capacity Builder Resources 

• All resources are available in our shared folder:                    
Literacy Capacity Builder Participant Resources (2025-2026)

• Resources are archived on ISBE’s Illinois 
Comprehensive Literacy Plan webpage after each 
session.

Housekeeping Items 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ieJsZ3m3J4zMCJ-95k33qNnwI8Gj-JMT7l7laO2ChhQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1SyplncIdK1tt6QN_xfapYnDjYsNF66xa?usp=drive_link
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Illinois-Literacy-Plan.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Illinois-Literacy-Plan.aspx
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Illinois has an urgent and collective responsibility to 
achieve educational equity by ensuring that all policies, 
programs, and practices affirm the strengths that each 

and every child brings within their diverse backgrounds 
and life experiences, and by delivering the 

comprehensive supports, programs, and educational 
opportunities they need to succeed.

ISBE Equity Statement
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Shared Norms

Empower Stay future-focused, work toward solutions, and 
promote progress in every discussion.

Engage Actively participate by sharing feedback and 
interacting in both the chat and small groups.

U .p .l ..i ..f . .t
Encourage diverse perspectives, provide 
space for everyone to share their ideas, and 
embrace discomfort to foster growth.

Unite
Foster a sense of togetherness and 
openness, ensuring full participation. Make 
your video available if possible.

Capacity Builders: Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan | Session 9



6

From the Literacy 
Plan 

Young Learners

Middle Grades

Elementary 

•  Vocabulary Integration:

Choose key vocabulary for study units and offer varied 
practice opportunities in both teacher-led and 
child-centered activities.

•  Daily Scaffolding:

Tailor vocabulary development throughout the day with 
tools like visuals, technology, and props based on 
children’s needs.

•  Family Collaboration:

Share key vocabulary with families for additional practice 
at home and in the community.

Advanced Vocabulary Knowledge: Emphasize word 
origins, prefixes, suffixes, and basic morphology to 
enhance complex vocabulary understanding.
•  Contextual Word Learning:
Encourage inferring new word meanings using context 
clues to develop comprehension and vocabulary usage.
•  Reading Material Variety:
Expose students to diverse reading materials to expand 
vocabulary across different subjects.

•  Vocabulary Development:
Focus on acquiring basic vocabulary through interaction 
and learning.
•  Word Knowledge:
Teach word meanings and usage, connecting new and 
known words.
•  Word Structure Basics:
Introduce word origins, prefixes, and suffixes.

High School 

•  Advanced Vocabulary Instruction:
Continue advanced vocabulary instruction through 
challenging texts and academic vocabulary study.
•  Sophisticated Context Clues:
Instruct students to use context clues for understanding 
sophisticated words, enhancing comprehension.
•  Complex Idea Vocabulary Use:
Employ advanced vocabulary for expressing intricate 
ideas, preparing for higher education and professional 
communication.

pg.

50
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Agenda

Revisit the 
vocabulary 

assets in the 
Literacy Plan.  

1 2 3

Consider cross 
disciplinary 

opportunities 
for vocabulary 
development. 
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Practice 
instructional 
strategies for 
integrating 
vocabulary. 
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Who’s in the room?

● Role (Secondary, 
Elementary, Other)
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Vocabulary Overview
“Vocabulary encompasses the words used for both 
oral and written communication. Vocabulary 
acquisition starts early in life through spoken 
language interactions and continues to grow 
throughout different educational stages. Effective 
vocabulary development involves learning new 
words, understanding their meanings, uses, and 
connections to other words. A robust vocabulary is 
essential for reading comprehension, effective 
idea expression, and higher-level thinking. It lays 
the groundwork for building background knowledge 
and understanding complex texts.” 

pg.

50
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Can you figure out these word meanings?
Last Saturday, Maya helped her dad clean out the garage. Most of the 
boxes were filled with flindered tools that had not been used in years. 
Maya carefully stacked the boxes so they would not tip over.
When she reached the back of the garage, she found a small wooden 
box that looked different from the rest. Inside were old photos, 
medals, and a honorment from her grandfather’s time in the army. 
As Maya kept searching, she noticed a strange object in the corner. It 
was covered in dust and had a shape she had never seen before. The 
label on it read: zintar.
Maya froze.
“Dad,” she said quietly, “why is this still here?”
Her dad stopped what he was doing and stared at the object. “I 
thought I moved that a long time ago.”
Maya stepped back and crossed her arms. “So… are we supposed to 
keep it?”
Her dad sighed. “We’ll talk about it later,” he said, turning the light off 
in that corner of the garage.

Breakout 
Room
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How did you determine the meaning?

Word Clue Type Possible Meaning

flindered Context of 
the 
sentence

Old, worn-out, or unusable (tools not used in years, 
stored in boxes, garage cleanup)

honorment Morphology 
(root + 
suffix)

An award or official document that shows honor 
(honor + -ment = a thing that honors)

zintar No usable 
clues

Cannot be determined; the word has no meaningful 
parts and no clear context.
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Zoom Poll
                         

Provide direct teaching of 
synonyms, antonyms, and 
homonyms

Teach vocabulary in isolation

Instructional Practice 
Aligned with Evidence

Instructional Practice Not 
Aligned with Evidence

3 2 1

Encourage contextual analysis for 
word meaning.

Rely solely on dictionary definitions.

Actively instruct in academic and 
domain-specific vocabulary.

Focus on copying dictionary 
definitions.

Motivate students to use new 
words in varied student-friendly 
contexts.

Emphasize limited motivation for 
students to use new words.

Integrate vocabulary instruction 
across different subjects and texts.

Neglect the integration of 
vocabulary instruction.

Instruct in word-learning 
strategies related to morphology, 
word parts, grammar, and syntax.

Neglect word-learning strategies 
related to morphology, word parts, 
grammar, and syntax.

3 = I use the 
evidence-

aligned 
practice.

2 = I am 
working on 

using it. 

 1 = I am not 
(yet) using 

it.

Self-assess your instructional 
practices on a scale of 1-3. 
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What does explicit instruction look like?

Look for:

● Strategies for 100-percent engagement
● Opportunities for repeated practice
● Approaches to differentiation



destination
the place someone 
is going to or 
traveling toward

Our final 
destination on the 
field trip was the 
science museum.



destination
Part of speech:

noun

destiny destined

destinations



EXAMPLES
The airport was crowded with travelers heading to different 
destinations.

Paris is a popular destination for people who enjoy art and 
history.

The bus driver announced our destination before we got off.



Visual Examples



Yes or No? Examples and Nonexamples?
Think about each situation: do they show 

destination? 

A city you are traveling to on vacation

Your house after school.

The road you walk on to get somewhere.

A highway rest stop that you go to for a bathroom break.



Partner 1- complete the sentence

Partner 1: One destination I would like to visit is 

___________.

Partner 2: Explain how you would travel to your 

dream destination and what you might do when 

you arrive.

Partner 2- share a story

Your Turn!
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Cross Disciplinary Vocabulary 
In the next slides, make note of which words you 
would identify as challenging for students. 

Just make a note on a nearby piece of paper and 
prepare to share!
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Which words would you identify as 
challenging for students?

IAR Math - 8th Grade
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Word Cloud 
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Have a plan, use the plan
Middle Grades

Advanced Vocabulary Knowledge: 
Emphasize word origins, prefixes, 
suffixes, and basic morphology to 
enhance complex vocabulary 
understanding. 

Contextual Word Learning: Encourage 
inferring new word meanings using 
context clues to develop comprehension 
and vocabulary usage. 

Reading Material Variety: Expose 
students to diverse reading materials to 
expand vocabulary across different 
subjects.

High School

Advanced Vocabulary Instruction: 
Continue advanced vocabulary 
instruction through challenging texts and 
academic vocabulary study. 

Sophisticated Context Clues: Instruct 
students to use context clues for 
understanding sophisticated words, 
enhancing comprehension. 

Complex Idea Vocabulary Use: Employ 
advanced vocabulary for expressing 
intricate ideas, preparing for higher 
education and professional 
communication.
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Considerations for 
Learners with 
Specialized Needs

Considerations for 
Advanced Learners

By focusing on…
● Diverse content area 

instruction
● Visual aids
● Morphological analysis
● Contextual 

understanding
● Cognates

We can support…
● Development in both 

languages
● Connections to 

linguistic and cultural 
backgrounds

By focusing on…
● Visual aids
● Simplified language
● Technology-assisted 

tools

We can support…
● Adapted vocabulary 

instruction
● Understanding and 

retention
● Enhanced language 

development

By focusing on…
● Etymology
● Word relationships
● Nuanced meaning
● Word origins
● Complex word 

structures

We can support…
● Enriched vocabulary 

development
● Use of sophisticated 

language
● Cognitive skill 

development

Considerations for 
Multilingual Learners

pg.

34
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Multilingual Learners 

cognate
Related by descent from the same ancestral language. 

Can you think of other examples of cognates that could 

add to this list?

Magnificent → Magnifico (Italian)

Different → Diferente (Spanish)

Garden → Garten (German)

Addict→ Adik (Tagalog)

pg.

34
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Vertical Alignment in Standards

1st-3rd: Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word 
or phrase.

4th-5th: Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons 
in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

6th-12th: Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, 
paragraph, or text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue 
to the meaning of a word or phrase.
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Progression of Word Study 
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Morphology 

Origin
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Integrating Vocabulary 
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Semantic Mapping 
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Words to Tell vs. Words to Teach

How do you know when to “just 
tell” a word versus when to teach 

it deeply?

Chat!
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Identifying and Leveraging Instructional 
Strategies 

Read one of the passages 
(elementary or secondary)
Decide which words in the 
passage are:
• Tier 1 - Everyday words,
• Tier 2 - High-utility 

academic words, and
• Tier 3 - Domain-specific 

words

Also consider cognates!
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What words would you prioritize for 
teaching deeply?

Elementary Secondary

“Dancing Toward Dreams” PDF

Breakout 
Room

Hawaiian Monk Seal 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XvgH7Fxdfyw33ASzNgvlIK9Fnt85zw12/view?usp=sharing
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.ado2834#sec-1
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Breakout rooms!
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What words would you prioritize for 
teaching deeply?

Elementary Secondary

“Dancing Toward Dreams” PDF

Breakout 
Room

Hawaiian Monk Seal 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XvgH7Fxdfyw33ASzNgvlIK9Fnt85zw12/view?usp=sharing
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.ado2834#sec-1
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Assessment 
Considerations
  Focus assessments on 
both the breadth and depth 
of students’ vocabulary, 
including tests, analysis of 
vocabulary uses in writing 
and speaking, and informal 
assessments through class 
discussions and activities.

Intervention 
Considerations

Implement targeted 
instruction for specific 
vocabulary needs.

•  Employ multimodal 
strategies (visual, auditory, 
kinesthetic) for reinforcement.

•  Conduct small group or 
individual sessions for 
personalized support.

•  Integrate contextual and 
experiential learning to 
enhance vocabulary 
acquisition.
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Evidence-Based Instructional Practice Resources 

Reputable sources for Identifying 
Evidence-Based Instructional Practices

• What Works Clearinghouse 
• WIDA
• International Literacy Association
• National Council for Teachers of English
• Iowa Reading Research Center 

(Handwriting) 
• Reading Rockets (Writing Focus)
• AdLit
• Reading Universe Taxonomy
• Colorin Colorado ELL Classroom Strategy 

Library
• The Dyslexia Handbook - Ch. 7
• Early Writing Project
• Keys to to Literacy (Free Resource)
• The Writing Revolution 
• Partnerships with Universities

Unvetted sources for Identifying 
Evidence-Based Instructional Practices

• News Media (newspapers, podcasts, 
blogs)

• Social Media (Facebook, TikTok, X)
• For Profit Companies
• Advocacy Organizations
• Teachers-Pay-Teachers
• Pinterest

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/17
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources
https://www.literacyworldwide.org/get-resources/instructional-practices
https://ncte.org/resources/
https://irrc.education.uiowa.edu/lifter
https://www.readingrockets.org/classroom/classroom-strategies
https://www.adlit.org/in-the-classroom/strategies
https://readinguniverse.org/taxonomy
https://www.colorincolorado.org/ell-strategy-library
https://www.colorincolorado.org/ell-strategy-library
https://sldsupports.org/dyslexia-guides
https://earlywritingproject.org/
https://keystoliteracy.com/free-resources/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SdnEuEDWKNYTJ0324LQRAiiX2-hLGD6v/view?usp=sharing
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Reading Rockets               The SLD Project
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Evaluation for Session 5 Vocabulary 

Please complete the evaluation form for this session:

 Evaluation | Session 5: Writing: Vocabulary – Fill out form

Evidence of completion form 

Capacity Builders: Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan | Session 9

https://forms.office.com/r/39GJs8SYtT
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1umVSzSCz3k64HIsQl93EiQ6o9JvqxliS/view?usp=sharing
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Questions

Next session: Disciplinary Literacy March 19 
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