
Preschool for All (PFA)/Preschool for All Expansion (PFAE) 

Continuous Quality Improvement Plan (CQIP) Resources 
 

Compliance Checklist 
 

1. Staff to Child Ratio 

• IECAM - Illinois Early Childhood Asset Map (demographic and early childhood program data) 

• PFA Implementation Manual - page 6, page 19 

• PFA Outreach Toolkit 

2. Children’s Documentation and Files 

• PFA Implementation Manual - pages 6-11 

• Behavior Support Plan 

• Program Transition Plan 

• ISBE Income Verification FAQ 

3. Homeless Policy and Birth Certificates 

• National Center for Homeless Education (McKinney-Vento Act) 

• ISBE Preschool Homeless Plan sample 

• PFA Implementation Manual - pages 9-10 

4. Screening Procedures 

• PFA Implementation Manual - pages 6-7 

5. Screening Instrument 

• PFA Implementation Manual - pages 6-7 

• ExceleRate Resources for Screening Tools 

6. Weighted Eligibility, Enrollment, and Recruitment 

• IECAM - Illinois Early Childhood Asset Map (demographic and early childhood program data) 

• PFA Implementation Manual - page 6, page 19 

• PFA Outreach Toolkit 

• PFAE Weighted Eligibility Checklist 

7. Minimum Attendance Hours/Calendar 

• PFA Implementation Manual - page 26 

8. DCFS Licensing (Childcare Centers only) 

• Illinois DCFS Licensing website 

9. Mission Statement 

• Illinois Birth-5 Program Standards - page 6 

10. Curriculum 

• PFA Implementation Manual - pages 30-34 

• Preschool curriculum decision-making toolkit 

• ISBE PFA curriculum criteria 

• ExceleRate Resources for Curriculum 

• Developmentally Appropriate Lesson Planning webinar 

• Lesson Planning FAQ 

• Illinois Early Learning and Development Standards (IELDS) 

 

https://iecam.illinois.edu/
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=11
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=24
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/outreach_toolkit.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=11
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Behavior-Support-Plan-37-50B.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Program-Transition-Plan-37-50A.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Income-Verification-FAQ.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/legislation/mckinney-vento/
https://www.isbe.net/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=%7b01E1021A-9B14-4E70-8728-6651DCDDD9A6%7d&file=preschool_homeless.docx&action=default&DefaultItemOpen=1
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=14
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=11
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=11
https://www.excelerateillinois.com/licensed-child-care-centers/resources/resources-by-standard/1d-child-screening-2
https://iecam.illinois.edu/
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=11
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=24
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/outreach_toolkit.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/_layouts/Download.aspx?SourceUrl=/Documents/PFAE-Weighted-Eligibility-Form.docx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=31
https://sunshine.dcfs.illinois.gov/Content/Licensing/Welcome.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/documents/0-5-program-stds.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=35
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/preschool_curriculum.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/documents/ECBG_PreK_Preschool_CurricCriteria.pdf
https://www.excelerateillinois.com/licensed-child-care-centers/resources/resources-by-standard/1b-curriculum
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/9106045728647278595
https://www.isbe.net/documents/lesson-planning-faq.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/early_learning_standards.pdf


11. Nutritious Snack 

• USDA Meals for Schools and Childcare 

• Meal Components 

12. Assessment and Portfolios 

• PFA Implementation Manual - pages 30-34 

• Documentation as a Habit video 

• Portfolio Collection Sample Form 

• Portfolio FAQ 

• ExceleRate Resources for Assessment 

13. Transitions 

• ISBE Kindergarten website 

• PFA Implementation Manual - pages 36-37 

• ISBE Behavior and Transition Plan FAQ 

14. Collaboration 

• PFA Implementation Manual - page 45 

• Head Start MOU Template 

15. Staff License and Endorsement 

• ISBE Early Childhood Teacher Licensure 

• Illinois Gateways to Opportunities Registry 

• Professional Development Plan Sample 

• PFA Implementation Manual - pages 47-52 

16. Family Education and Involvement 

• ISBE Family Engagement Framework Guidelines 

• PFA Implementation Manual - pages 42-44 

• The Pyramid Model - Family Engagement Resources 

• Office of Head Start - Parent, Family and Community Engagement Simulation 

17. Home Language Survey 

• English Sample 

• Spanish Sample 

18. English Language Proficiency Screening 

• ISBE Preschool ELL FAQ  

• ISBE Preschool English Language Learner Resources 

• Pre-IPT Online Overview 

19. Annual Program Assessment and Continuous Quality Improvement Plan 

• PFA Implementation Manual - pages 65-66 

20. Children with IEPs 

• PFA Implementation Manual - pages 12-14 

• ISBE Preschool Inclusion 

• Policy Statement on Inclusion of Children with Disabilities in Early Childhood Programs - U.S. 

Departments of Education (ED) and Health and Human Services (HHS) 

21 – 37:  PFA Implementation Manual - pages 67-75 for PFAE specific guidelines 

• PFAE Weighted Eligibility Checklist 

 

 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/schoolmeals
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Meal-Pattern_1-12_13-18.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=35
http://www.cde.state.co.us/resultsmatter/documentationasahabit-player
https://www.isbe.net/documents/pfa-sample-portfolio-naperville.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Portfolio-FAQ.pdf
https://www.excelerateillinois.com/licensed-child-care-centers/resources/resources-by-standard/1d-child-screening-2
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Kindergarten-Corner.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=42
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/EC-FAQ-Behavior-Transition-Plan.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=50
https://www.isbe.net/_layouts/Download.aspx?SourceUrl=/Documents/hs_pfa_mou_template.doc
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Early-Childhood-Lic.pdf
https://registry.ilgateways.com/
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/individual-pd-plan-template-sample.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=52
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Family-Engagement-Framework-Guide.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=47
https://challengingbehavior.org/implementation/family-engagement/
https://headstart.gov/family-engagement/article/parent-family-community-engagement-simulation-boosting-school-readiness-through-effective-family
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/hls_english.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/HLS-Spanish.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/preschool_faq.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Preschool-English-Language-Learners.aspx
https://www.ballard-tighe.com/ipt/preipt/index.php
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=70
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=17
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Preschool-Inclusion-LRE.aspx
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ecd/policy-statement-on-inclusion.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf#page=72
https://www.isbe.net/_layouts/Download.aspx?SourceUrl=/Documents/PFAE-Weighted-Eligibility-Form.docx


Professional Development 

 

• Early Childhood Professional Learning (ECPL) Webinars and On-Demand Professional 

Development Opportunities 

• Illinois Early Learning Project (IELP) Learning Standards, podcasts, blogs, tip sheets 

• Illinois StarNet Training Calendars Regions I, II, III, IV, V and VI 

• Gateways Training Calendar Online and in-person trainings, Gateways Credentials 

 

 

ECERS-3 

 
Space & Furnishings (Items 1-7) 

• Play and the Learning Environment 

• U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission Public Playground Safety Handbook 

• Interest Centers vs. Play Areas 

• Interest Centers in ECERS-3 

• The Benefit of Child-Created Classroom Decorations in ECE 

• ECERS-3 Weather Permitting Information 

 

Language & Literacy (Items 12-16) 

12. Helping Children Expand Vocabulary 

• Using Early Childhood Classroom Activities to Build Vocabulary 

• Enhancing Children's Language Development in Preschool Classrooms 

13. Encouraging Children to Use Language 

• ISBE Language Samples for Teachers 

• Supporting the Communication of Children in Preschool: Language & Literacy Experiences 

• More Than Baby Talk: 10 Ways to Promote the Language and Communication Skills of Infants 

and Toddlers 

14. Staff Use of Books with Children 

• The Art of Reading Aloud to Kids 

15. Encouraging Children’s Use of Books 

• The Power of Positive Book Times: How Early Educators Can Spark a Love for Reading with 

Young Children 

16. Becoming Familiar with Print 

• NAEYC: Print Navigators 

 

Learning Activities (Items 17-27) 

17. Fine Motor 

• 40 Fine Motor Skills Activities 

• 35 Fine Motor Activities: Our Therapists' Ultimate List 

18. Art 

• NAEYC: What Will We Make? Using Process Art to Spark Preschoolers’ Development 

• How to Set Up and Plan for Your Art Center in an Early Childhood Classroom 

 

https://www.eclearningil.org/workshops
https://illinoisearlylearning.org/
http://www.starnet.org/training-calendars/
https://registry.ilgateways.com/be-a-member/find-trainings
https://www.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/53567_ch_10.pdf
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/325.pdf
https://letstalkqualitypa.com/interest-centers-versus-play-areas-in-the-ecers-third-edition/
https://www.excelerateillinois.com/docman-default-item/preparing-for-assessments/43-ecers-3-interest-centers/file
https://www.famly.co/us/blog/early-education-classroom-decor-and-themes
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Weather-Permitting-Info.pdf
https://www.hanen.org/Helpful-Info/Articles/Using-Early-Childhood-Classroom-Activities.aspx
https://azearlychildhood.org/resources/articles/enhancing-childrens-language-development-in-preschool-classrooms/
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ECERS-3_Language_Samples_Teachers.pdf
https://www.virtuallabschool.org/preschool/communication-and-language-development/lesson-4
https://fpg.unc.edu/sites/fpg.unc.edu/files/resource-files/BabyTalk_WEB_2015.pdf
https://fpg.unc.edu/sites/fpg.unc.edu/files/resource-files/BabyTalk_WEB_2015.pdf
https://www.howweelearn.com/read-aloud-activities-kids/
https://www.qualityfirstaz.com/the-power-of-positive-book-times-how-early-educators-can-spark-a-love-for-reading-with-young-children/
https://www.qualityfirstaz.com/the-power-of-positive-book-times-how-early-educators-can-spark-a-love-for-reading-with-young-children/
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/resources/pubs/literacy-learning-chap-2.pdf
https://theimaginationtree.com/40-fine-motor-skills-activities-for-kids/
https://napacenter.org/fine-motor-activities/
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/winter2023/what-will-we-make
https://pocketofpreschool.com/how-to-set-up-and-plan-for-your-art-center/


19. Music and Movement 

• The Benefits of Music and Movement for Preschool Children’s Development 

• How to Set Up Your Music and Movement Preschool Center 

20. Blocks 

• Illinois Early Learning Project: Block Play List of resources for teachers about block play 

• NAEYC: Building Bridges to Understanding in the Pre-K Block Center: A Morning in the Block 

Center 

21. Dramatic Play 

• Dramatic play: Let’s think beyond the housekeeping corner! 

• Dramatic Play with Misty One teacher’s experience with integrating art, literacy, math, 

technology, and children’s interests into her dramatic play center 

22. Nature/Science 

• Science in the Preschool Classroom: The Living World - Animals and Plants 

• Science Center Ideas 

23. Math Materials and Activities 

• Illinois Early Learning Project: Math for Preschoolers List of developmentally appropriate math 

resources for teachers 

• 23 Loose Parts Ideas for Early Childhood Math 

• Early Math Counts Website with math resources for birth-5 

24. Math in Daily Events 

• Early Childhood Math: 6 Ways to Teach Math Throughout the Day 

• Exploring Math with Preschoolers Video from ECLKC 

• NAEYC: More, All Gone, Empty, Full: Math Talk Every Day in Every Way 

25. Understanding Written Numbers 

• Number Materials Examples of materials that show the meaning of written numbers 

• Number Recognition Activities Video 

26. Promoting Acceptance of Diversity 

• The Importance of Promoting Diversity in Early Childhood Programs 

• NAEYC: Valuing Diversity: Developing a Deeper Understanding of All Young Children's 

Behavior 

• Discussing Differences with Children Video 

27. Appropriate Use of Technology 

• NAEYC: Technology and Young Children: Online Resources and Position Statement 

 

Interaction (Items 28-32) 

 

28. Supervision of Gross Motor 

• NAEYC: Eliminate Barriers to Risk Taking in Outdoor Play 

29. Individualized Teaching and Learning 

• NAEYC: Planning for Individuality in Preschool 

30. Staff-Child Interactions 

• The Pyramid Model: Practical Strategies for Classroom Implementation 

• Practices for Enhancing Children's Social-Emotional Development and Preventing Challenging 

Behavior 

 

https://childrencentral.net/benefits-of-music-and-movement-for-preschool-childrens-development/
https://preschool.org/preschool-music-movement-2/
https://illinoisearlylearning.org/reslists/block-play/
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/mar2015/preschool-block-center
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/mar2015/preschool-block-center
https://bkc-od-media.vmhost.psu.edu/documents/Activities1602.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gzsXSSL5OEg
https://extension.unr.edu/publication.aspx?PubID=2937
https://www.prekinders.com/category/science/science-center/
https://illinoisearlylearning.org/reslists/math-preschool/
https://www.myteachingcupboard.com/blog/loose-parts-ideas-for-early-childhood-math
https://earlymathcounts.org/
https://www.teachingchannel.com/k12-hub/blog/math-early-childhood/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K479MarZRfA
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/Images/resources/pubs/rockingandrolling_yc0512.pdf
https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/products/ecers-3/understanding-written-number/N/3825873809/?srsltid=AfmBOorhigtgVL-EzTNWhmduKFtuq6EFl0E5WqWI-hBlNhcRNP4Swf06
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2RGRra3cio
https://infantcrier.mi-aimh.org/the-importance-of-promoting-diversity-in-early-childhood-programs/
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/dec2019/valuing-diversity-developing-understanding-behavior
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/dec2019/valuing-diversity-developing-understanding-behavior
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ppZq1mU5Hs
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/topics/technology-and-media/resources
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/spring2023/risk-taking-outdoor-play
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/spring2024/planning-for-individuality
https://challengingbehavior.org/implementation/classroom/practical-strategies/
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ769918.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ769918.pdf


31. Peer Interaction 

• ECE Resource Hub: Peer Relationships 

• The Pyramid Model: Problem Solving Skills 

32. Discipline 

• Understanding and Eliminating Expulsion in Early Childhood Programs 

• How to Guide Young Learners to Follow the Rules 

• Understanding and Managing Children's Behavior 

 

Program Structure (Items 33-35) 

 

33. Transitions and Waiting Times 

• The Pyramid Model: Schedules, Routines and Transitions 

• Transition Ideas for Preschool video 

34. Free Play 

• NAEYC: The Power of Playful Learning in the Early Childhood Setting 

• NAEYC: Rocking and Rolling. Fresh Air, Fun, and Exploration: Why Outdoor Play Is Essential for 

Healthy Development 

35. Whole-Group Activities for Play and Learning 

• Circle Time Dos and Don'ts 

• NAEYC: From Circle Time to Small Groups: Meeting Children’s Needs 

https://eceresourcehub.org/ece-resource-hub/core-skills/relate/peer-relationships/
https://challengingbehavior.org/implementation/classroom/practical-strategies/#problemSolving
https://headstart.gov/publication/understanding-eliminating-expulsion-early-childhood-programs
https://www.edutopia.org/article/how-guide-young-learners-follow-rules/
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/mental-health/article/understanding-managing-childrens-behaviors
https://challengingbehavior.org/implementation/classroom/practical-strategies/#schedules
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_xSQayodvU
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/summer2022/power-playful-learning
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/may2019/outdoor-play-is-essential
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/may2019/outdoor-play-is-essential
https://www.preschool-plan-it.com/circle-time.html
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/apr2020/circle-time-small-groups

