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A Snapshot of K-12 Competency Education State Policy Across the United States

Il Advanced States
Those states with comprehensive
policy alignment and/or an active
state role to build capacity in local
schoal systems for competency
education.

B8 Deveioping States
Those states with open state policy
flexibility for local school systems to
fransition to competency education.

D Emerging States
Those states with limited flexibility in
state policy—usually requiring
authorization from the state—for
local school systems to shift to
competency education, for explor-
atory inttiatives and task forces,
andior with minimal state activity to
build local capacity.

ﬁ No Policies in

~ Competency Education
States with no state-level activity
and enabling policies for competen-
oy education. Significant policy
barriers may exist, such as inflexible
seat-fime restrictions.

[ nN states
The Innovation Lab Network {ILN} is
a group of states facilitated by the
Council of Chief State School
Officers (CCS50) taking action to
identify, test, and implement policies
o support student-centered
approaches to learning

INACOL

May 2018
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lllinois is an advanced
state for k-12 competency-
based education
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What is Competency-Based Education?

 Competencies are
* Explicit, measurable, and transferable; and

* Emphasize application and creation of knowledge, along with the
development of important skills and dispositions.

e Educators and schools ensure that students receive timely,
differentiated support based on their individual needs

* Assessment is meaningful and a positive learning experience.
e Students advance after mastery.

Adapted from Sturgis, Patrick, & Pittenger, 2011
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What is a Competency?

A competency is more than just a standard.

A competency...
* Includes nonacademic areas;
* Requires integration of multiple standards;
* Includes both knowledge and skills; and
* Enables a student to apply and expand his or her learning over time.

Table 3. Definition of Learner Competency Developed by lllinois Working Group, 2018

A learner competency is a broad, overarching concept supported by a cluster of standards that can be
applied across disciplines and outside the classroom.
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In lllinois’ Competency-Based Learning System, Students

 Demonstrate mastery of all required competencies to earn credit;

* Demonstrate mastery of adaptive competencies defined by the school district,
in addition to academic competencies;

* Advance once they have demonstrated mastery; receive more time and
personalized instruction, if needed, to demonstrate mastery;

* Have the ability to attain advanced postsecondary education and career-
related competencies beyond those needed for graduation;

* Be assessed using multiple measures to determine mastery, usually with
requirements to apply knowledge; and

* Be able to earn credit toward graduation requirements in ways other than
traditional coursework—for example, learning opportunities outside the
traditional classroom setting (such as supervised career development

experiences).
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lllinois Competency Pilot Overview

* In April 2017, ten school districts were announced as part of the first
cohort.

* In March 2018, six school districts were announced as part of the second
cohort.

* In September 2018, four additional school districts were announced as part
of the second cohort.

* In December 2018, five additional learning communities were announced,
including three collaboratives, as part of the third cohort.

* Pilot districts may request waiver or modification of state mandates or
rules to support implementation. Limitations are outlined in statute.
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lllinois Competency Pilot Districts Cohort 1

PAg

g
1. City of Chicago Public School District 299 o [/® S
2. East St. Louis School District 189, East St. Louis Nl - 7 o
3. Huntley Community School District 158, Algonquin gpga L e
4. Kankakee School District 111, Kankakee " gt 5 N
5. Peoria Public School District 150, Peoria LLIB01S— Depin g
6. Proviso Township High School District 209, Forest Park pae ¥ :
7. Rantoul Township High School District 193, Rantoul J ==
8. Ridgewood High School District 234, Norridge _ o @
9. Round Lake Community Unit School District 116, Round Lake Y~ g
10. Williamsfield Community Unit School District 210, Williamsfield eol®

o
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lllinois Competency Pilot Districts Cohort 2

S

5t Paul

Rochester
.

Fond du Lac
.

Belvidere Community Unit School District 100, Belvidere Madooh | Mivalkee
City of Chicago Public School District 299 e b
Community School District 300, Algonquin 0@ i
Maine Township High School District 207, Park Ridge | —— _%
Paris Cooperative High School, Paris i
Urbana School District 116, Urbana suingten;
e Springfield 8 Indianapolis
Q
Jeftersan Ci: s Lovisville: :
b Bmg = 2018 AERE S 2018 'dl;r:%olt Carporation, Tame:
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lllinois Competency Pilot Districts Cohort 2

o 0 =

Madison Milwaukes
.- [ ]

Lake Mich,
. @ ‘Rm:kf{-rd
. . 5 5 e Cedar Rapids :
lllinois Valley Central School District 321, Chillicothe : ,Chicage
o o o o Des-Moines
Mattoon Community Unit School District 2, Mattoon : L
Quincy School District 172, Quincy S Rliue E, '
Warren Community Unit School District 205, Warren *  surlingtons
QJE"E@ Springfield
@
5t LC.JiE»‘
LJE':'FE'.'SDFI City ;
E'.'.ansuille*
b Bif‘lg & 2018 *—|EF!E.€EI"ET~%'|:n:-s-5‘& Corpofation Terms
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llinois Competency Pilot Districts Cohort 3

Champaign Community Unit School District 4

Athens Community Unit School District 213 © EiiEEs GO Seee] l?ismc'f 8 o i ;
Auburn Community Unit School District 10 * Mahomet-Seymour Community Unit District 3 o vl o s
Ball-Chatham Community School District 5 Paxton-Buckley-Loda Community Unit School District 10 = 4,,.. @ ?8% R
Edinburg Community School District 4 . St. Joseph-Ogden Community High School District 305 oo, " | et

. . . . w oo
Greenview Community School District 200 - Tolono <.Iomml.1n|t\./ Unit School District 7 D e S
New Berlin Community Unit School District 16 Current Pilot Districts = -
Pawnee Community Unit School District 11 - Urbana School District 116 Oy o2
Pleasant Plains Community Unit School District 8 - Rantoul Township High School District 193 — g

PORTA Community Unit School District 202
Riverton Community Unit School District 14
Sangamon Valley Community Unit School District 9
Springfield District 186

Tri-City Community Unit School District 1 S 6
Williamsville Community Unit School District 15 e 0 4
: LeRoy Community Unit School District 2 | g [T e Y
s gy 4 E’ Olympia Community Unit School District 16 osb
s Pontiac Township School District 90 = A -
%%g o | . Tri-Valley Community Unit School District 3 e
® .. S
9 .
coumd © & ‘
A < & g E
o ..., 2
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Competency-Based High School
Graduation Requirements Pilot
Program Application
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Proposal Format

Each proposal must be submitted in the format outlined below.

1) Cover Packet
e Attachment 1 - Complete the requested information. Include all signatures.

2) Proposal Narrative
* Follow the instructions under Proposal Narrative Requirements.

3) Evaluation and Sustainability

* Describe how the plan will be monitored and evaluated and how results will
be reported.
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Eligible Applicants

* According to Section 20 of the Postsecondary and Workforce
Readiness Act 110 ILCS 48/:

* Public school districts may participate in the pilot program for
some or all of its schools.

* School districts may collaboratively apply to participate in the pilot
program.
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District Application
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District Application

* As part of the Request for Application (RFA) process, districts select
the year and course graduation requirement it wishes to replace with
a competency-based learning system.

* If a district has a student population of fewer than 500,000, all of its
schools may participate in the pilot program. Districts with more than
500,000 students may only select six schools to participate in the
project.

* Districts have the flexibility to include in the proposed timeline a
planning year or immediate implementation.



Attachme

nt

The district must complete pages 1-9 of the

attachment.
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100 North First Street, E-
Springfi=id, llinc 01

INNOVATION AND 5 ECONDARY TRANSFORMATION DIVISION

DISTRICT MAVE AND NUMEER REGIOH, COUNTY. S TRICT, TYPE CODE

ATTAGHMENT 1

FY 2018
COMPETENCY-BASED HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
PILOT PROGRAM

rmamm—

TELEPHORE incuds Area Code’ | FAC Inchuse Amea Caoe)

SUFERINTENDENT NAVE

FROUECT DIRECTOR NAME

ADDRESE (Sfest, Dy, Stabe. Zip Code)

1 indicate: which schoal year the plot program will be impiemented
O zo18-2013 O aos2020 [ 2020-2011

2. Fiease compieb the chart beiow Tor each school Imveledimp:

acked By T plan.

Hame of 3ohool Frino

Ipal Hama Prinolpal Signaturs

i the chart Biow, ndicate the year and graduation reguirements from Schoal Code Sexction 27-22 1o be replaced

Tear

12BE 72-70 (2118

Fage 10158
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Collaborative Application
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Collaborative Application

* School districts may collaboratively apply to participate in the pilot
program.

* In the application of a collaborative of districts, each district
participating in the collaborative shall comply with the requirements
outlined in the application.

* The districts participating in the collaborative may establish and
maintain a standing planning and implementation committee
individually or collaboratively.
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Attachment Page 1

Each district must submit a copy of page 1 for
each district involved in the collaborative.

Example: If there are four school districts in
the collaborative, the collaborative district
application will have four copies of page 1 in
their submitted application.

Whole Child e

| e yoa Mous” or “Tal” ey 0 maes Bucugh B fekds and chech boes. &fer Izt ek, updatEa o
-"":_k-:\-._ . - ATTACHMENT 1
&;';:ia'*"i thols FY 2018
&%/ State Board of Education COMPETENCY-BASED HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATION REGUIREMENTS

100 North First Stress, E-315
Springfleld, Minols 52777-0001 PILOT PROGRAM

INNOVATION AND SECONDARY TRANSFORMATION DIVISION

DIETRICT MAME AND NUMEER FEQION, COUNTY. ISTRICT, TYPE CODE

TELEPHOME Onouce Aress Codel | FAX (include Ama Coosl

ru&w 2o Coge)

EUFERINTENDENT NAME E-MAIL

PROJECT DIRECTOR MAME TELEPHOME (InCuce Ares Codel | FAX (inciude Ama Coosl

ADDREZS (Stest, Cty, State. 71 Code) EAL

1 indicate which school year fhe plot program will be implemented

[ zo1g-2013 [0 201s-z20z0 [ 20z0-2021
Fd Fiease complete the chart below for each school imvoivediimpacted by e plan.
Mama of Zohool Frincipal Nams Prinolpal 2ignaturs

3. Imthe char beiw, ndicabe the year and gradustion regquirements from School Code Saction 27-22 o be repaced

‘Graduation Year Graduation Requirement to be Raplased

IZBE 72-70 (5118) Fage 1 of 3
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Only one copy per collaborative is necessary for Attachment pages 2-8
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Attachment Pages 2-8

The district name may say Collaborative. The
RCDTC codes will be listed for each individual
district involved in the collaborative
application.

Example: See highlighted areas

If a Collaborative creates only one Planning &
Implementation Committee then only one
list is required in the application, but if more
than one is created then all should be
included.
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DISTRICT MAME AND NUUEER
Collanorathse

REGION, COUNTY, DESTRICT, TYFE CODE

124223731 20; 2I231 223 0; T3 Z213I20; 122223023H|

4. Piease COMDISIE e Char Deiow for I2acErs Darcipatng In the pian. (Dupicate 3s necded )

School Mame:

Mame of Taachar SubjectiGrass Taught
Sehool Mame:

Mame of Taachar Sub|ectiGrads Taught
Sehool Mame:

Mame of Taachar SubjectiGrade Taught
School Mame:

Hame of| Teacher SubjectiGrade Taught

ISEE 72-70 | 518)
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CHETRICT NAME AND NUMBER RS CHON, COUNTY, DEETRICT, TYFE CODE
Collaboragve 12323120 232223102, 2312213210 12223310231

1. Ceriifying Bignatbsres

We ceriity that e proposed plan complies with the reguirements of the Competency-Based Hgh School Graduation Requirements
Pliok Program (Fublic Act 095-0674 Secions 20 Swough 35, incushie) and procedures ideniifled by the Ilinols. State Board of
Education.

Please tign below:

Each district must submit a copy of page 9 for __
each district involved in the collaborative.

Example: If there are four school districts in e e e

the collaborative, the collaborative district e

application will have four copies of page 9 in J

their submitted application. Only one e e & s e o e 2"
signature of the partnering institutions of

higher education is required for the

collaborative application.

|ZEE 72-70 (51 8) Frirl | | Rscat Form Paged of 3
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Submission Process for All Proposals

Proposals may be submitted electronically through the ISBE Attachment Manger,
mailed, or hand delivered no later than June 21, 2019. Directions for each submission

method are found below.

* Electronic Submission:

 Completed proposals submitted electronically should be scanned into PDF with all supporting
documents and required signatures. The ISBE Attachment Manager is found at
https://secl.isbe.net/attachmgr/default.aspx. Choose Hyde, Amy Lynn from the drop down menu
in Receiver Information. Submit the application using the button at the bottom of the page.

* Mailed Proposals:

* Mail the original and an electronic copy of the proposal on a USB flash drive to Amy Hyde, Illinois
State Board of Education, 100 North First Street (S284), Springfield, lllinois 62777-0001.
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Application Details

* No state funding is associated with this application.

* The initial project period will begin no earlier than June 30,
2019.

* The application deadline is 5:00 p.m. on June 21, 20109.
* Late proposals will not be accepted.

Whole Child e Whole School ¢ Whole Community



lllinois State Board of Education

Learner Competencies Guidance Document

Developing Learner Competencies for Use in a Competency-Based
Education System (www.isbe.net/competency)

Offers guidance to pilot sites in developing academic and adaptive
competencies—not requirements.

Written by lllinois Learner Competency Working Group Members

lllinois State Board of Education, Midwest Comprehensive Center, Center for
Innovations in Learning, Advance lllinois

Pilot Sites: Huntley, Ridgewood, and Round Lake
Expert Peer Reviewers

Document will be modified over time to reflect Pilot site experiences and
iInput.
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https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Learner-Competency-Document.pdf
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Additional Information

For more information on this RFA or FAQs please visit www.isbe.net/competency.

For additional questions, please contact competencypilot@isbe.net.
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