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Virtual Meeting: August 13, 2024

Alternate Assessment – 1% Threshold
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Housekeeping

Calculating Your District’s Alternate Assessment Rate

Finding Your Corrected Student Rosters in SIS

1% Tool No. 4 District Dialogue Guide: – NCEO

Agenda

https://nceo.info/Resources/series/1-percent-toolkit
https://nceo.info/Resources/publications/OnlinePubs/Tools/Tool4DistrictDialogueGuide.html
https://nceo.info/


3

Housekeeping

• Make sure that you include your district’s ENTIRE 
NAME when signing in.

• If you did not include your district name when you 
signed in, enter your district’s ENTIRE NAME in 
the chat.

• ISBE recommends that districts add or update 
their alternate assessment contact in the Entity 
Profile System (EPS). 

• You will need your phone to participate today.
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Student Information System (SIS) in IWAS
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How to Calculate the 1 Percent:
• Example:

– Numerator =5
• 3-8 and 

11 alternate assessment = 5
– Denominator =314

o 3-8 general assessment = 
154

o 11 general assessment = 
155

– (5/314) x 100 =1.59 (round to 
the hundredths)

– 1% calculation = 1.59%

Denominator:
Total students testing in 

Grades 3-8 and 11 across 
ALL assessments

Numerator:
Total number of students 

in Grades 3-8 and 11 
taking the ALTERNATE 

assessment
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Denominator
• Create Summary Reports for: 

• Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) -  Assessment Scores Grid
• Illinois Science Assessment (ISA) – Assessment Scores Grid

• For calculating the science subject percentage only.
• Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment (DLM-AA) – Assessment Scores 

Grid
• SAT – Assessment Scores Grid

• Locate the Total Number of Students Assessed for each.
• Add the total number of students assessed for IAR, DLM-AA, and SAT. 

• The total number of students assessed for Math and ELA should be identical.  If 
they are not, use the larger of the two numbers.
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Denominator = 291 + 61 + 7

Denominator = 359
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Numerator

• Total number of students in Grades 3-8 and 11 
taking the ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT.

Numerator = 7
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Calculating Your Percentage

Numerator

Denominator

7
359 0.0195

0.0195 100 1.95%
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You Try One

488

91

10
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Calculating Individual Subject Percentages

• If you want to calculate individual percentages for 
Math and Reading:
– Numerator is the DLM subject total.
– Denominator is the subject totals for IAR, DLM, and 

SAT.
• If you want to calculate the individual percentage 

for Science:
– Numerator is the DLM subject total.
– Denominator is the subject totals for ISA and DLM.
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Why Calculate Your Percentage?

• Regularly checking your data helps you know 
whether your district is making progress in 
reducing the number of students taking the 
alternate assessment.
– Guide revision of LEA Action Plan (if needed).
– Use as part of district discussions about alternate 

assessment. 
– Use to plan professional learning related to alternate 

assessment for district staff.
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Begin Planning for Next Year
• Check Corrected Rosters in SIS. (See next slide.)
• Check eligibility categories for alternate assessment 

participants.
• Anticipate changes (e.g., students moving into 3rd, 9th, 

11th, and 12th grades).
– How will this change your numbers for next year?

• Score Analysis
– Level 4 is equivalent to Common Core Standards.  Discuss 

whether students should be transitioned to IAR or SAT.
– Training on DLM-AA data analysis will be offered by 

Belleville and Eisenhower Co-op in October. (Registration 
will be posted on ISBE Assessment webpage soon).

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/DLM-AA.aspx
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Finding Your Corrected Student Rosters in SIS
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Column A = Grade Level
Column P = Performance 
Level
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District Dialogue Guide: Addressing the Percentage of Students Participating in the Alternate 
Assessment

This dialogue guide is designed to help districts, school staff, and stakeholders engage in thoughtful 
conversations, tailored to their unique contexts, about participation in alternate assessment.

It encourages frank discussions to help identify ways to examine a variety of data sources, analysis 
methods, and other information, all toward the goal of ensuring  appropriate decisions are made about 
participation in alternate assessment.

It includes questions that can be modified, as appropriate, for the context in which the discussions 
occur.

Resource 1% Tool No. 4 
National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO)

https://nceo.info/Resources/series/1-percent-toolkit
https://nceo.info/Resources/series/1-percent-toolkit
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Are there special circumstances that would suggest the participation rate might be higher than expected (e.g., special 
programs or services attractive to families with children who have particular disabilities, such as autism or intellectual 
disabilities, etc.)?

Is the district so small in size that even a minor increase in the number of students taking the alternate 
assessment could result in a participation rate exceeding 1% from one year to the next?

What has happened in neighboring districts that may have impacted this district? Consider whether a specialized school or 
program for students with disabilities has closed recently in a nearby district, prompting parents to enter the district.

What do Alternate Assessment Participation Rates Look Like Over Time?
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Data disaggregated by age, grade level, schools, academic content area, student demographics, disability category, placement, and performance level. 
Questions to consider include:
Among other things, consider whether some students with the most significant cognitive disabilities repeatedly score proficient and advanced on alternate 
assessment in one or more content areas.

Have some students with disabilities previously participated in the general assessment in elementary schools, but then participate in alternate 
assessment when they transition to secondary school? Do school staff who participate as members of Individualized Education Program (IEP) teams 
know how to develop standards-based IEPs for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities? Consider whether students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities have access to resources and activities. 

Are many students with disabilities other than intellectual disabilities, autism, and multiple disabilities (such as specific learning disabilities, speech 
language impairment, emotional disturbance, or other health impairments) participating in the alternate assessment? Consider whether students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities receive supports, including assistive technology and accommodations necessary to enable them to be 
involved in and make progress in the general education curriculum in the general education classroom.

Does your district currently analyze disaggregated data categories and address these considerations?

Disaggregated Data Participation Rates
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Questions?
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