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Agenda

• Purpose

• Eligibility

• This new grant vs. the previous Digital Equity 
Grant

• Application Process

• Next Steps
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Purpose

• The purpose of the Elementary and Secondary 
Relief – Digital Equity Formula Grant is to 
assist school districts in closing the digital 
divide and enabling digital-age teaching and 
learning. 

• School districts may use funds to provide 
students with technology tools and home 
internet access necessary for technology-rich 
remote learning experiences.
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Eligibility

• Eligible Applicants include Illinois Local
Education Agencies (including state-
authorized charter schools, university lab
schools, Regional Offices of Education on
behalf of qualifying safe schools and
alternative programs) with an FY 2020 or
FY 2021 Evidence-Based Funding (EBF)
Final Percent of Adequacy level of 70% or
lower are eligible to apply.
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Old Digital Equity Grant

• This FORMULA grant is replacing the 
competitive Digital Equity Grant announced in 
July.

• New Formula Grant has higher allocations:

Old Competitive Grant New Formula Grant

Devices Base: $20,000
Per Pupil: $35

Base: $22,500
Per Pupil: $47

Connectivity Base: $5200
Per Pupil: $10

Base: $6475
Per Pupil: $10
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Allocations

• Complete list of eligible applicants and 
allocations available at: 
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/FY21-
Digital-Equity-Allocations-WEB.pdf

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/FY21-Digital-Equity-Allocations-WEB.pdf
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Grant Application

• Online application accessible via IWAS
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Overview



9

LTC Tech Survey
• An LTC Tech Survey must 

be completed before 
submission of the grant

• https://ltcillinois.tfaforms.
net/7

• If completed for prior 
grant, this does not have 
to be done again

• Email 
support@ltcillinois.org for 
questions or assistance 
with this survey

https://ltcillinois.tfaforms.net/7
mailto:support@ltcillinois.org
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Applicant Information
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Amendments
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FFATA
(Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act)
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Program Specific - Abstract

• Districts with a prior grant application will see their response from that prior grant in the 
yellow colored box

• Copy/Paste the text into the white box above and edit as appropriate
• Be sure to save the page before moving on to the next section!
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Program Specific – Needs Assessment
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Program Assessment – Goals and Plans
• Describe the relationship between the proposed projects 

and/or resources and the district’s educational goals, 
School Improvement Plan, or local technology plans.
– A description of how devices and/or home connectivity will 

benefit high-need students, including, but not limited to, 
students with disabilities, English Learners, and students from 
low-income families.

– A description of how devices and/or home connectivity 
obtained from the grant are consistent and/or compatible with 
existing technology and infrastructure.

– A description of how projects and/or resources compliment, 
align, or enhance the district’s plan for the use of technology 
and its integration into the curriculum.

• Districts with answers from a previously submitted grant 
will see those in the yellow boxes
– Copy/paste into the white box, edit as needed, and save.
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Activities and Evaluation
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Program Specific Items – Non-Public Funding

• Appropriate consultation with nonpublic schools must occur 
and be documented if the district has students in nonpublic 
schools. 



18

Calculating the non-public share
• Calculate the share using: 

– The number of low-income students in nonpublic schools (ESEA 
Sec. 1117) and the total number of students enrolled in 
nonpublic schools (ED Guidance 4.30.20). Please see the 
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief step by step 
application webinar, slide 18. 

– LEAs will engage in consultation and nonpublic schools will 
receive the services based upon the number of low-income 
children (ESEA Sec. 1117)

– LEAs will hold back the difference between the total ESSER LEA 
allocation and the amount calculated based upon total 
enrollment minus the low-income student proportionate share 
(like in an escrow account). 

– The lesser of the two, number of low-income students or total 
number of students enrolled shall be used for the delivery of 
initial services. 
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Budget – Indirect Cost Calculation
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Budget
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Assurance Pages

• Be sure to read terms on each page and check 
the boxes indicating that you have read, 
understand, and will comply.
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Next Steps
• Complete the LTC Technology Inventory Survey if 

needed prior to submitting ISBE application
– This is due by October 23

– Contact support@ltcillinois.org for assistance.

• Complete the grant application in IWAS
– Applications due November 1

– Applications will be reviewed as they are received

• This webinar, slides, FAQ questions and responses 
will be posted to 
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/covid19.aspx under 
the CARES Tab.

mailto:support@ltcillinois.org
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/covid19.aspx
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Questions

Equity ● Quality ● Collaboration ● Community

Erich Grauke – ISBE egrauke@isbe.net

mailto:egrauke@isbe.net

