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Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief II
Step by Step Application Process
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Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief II (ESSER II)

Purpose: Under the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund II (ESSER II), 
the department awards grants to State Education Agencies for the purpose of providing 
Local Education Agencies (LEAs), including charter schools that are LEAs, with emergency 
relief funds to address the impact that Novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) has 
had, and continues to have, on elementary and secondary schools across the nation. 

Legislation:  Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2021 
(CRRSA), section 313 

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act), Sections 18001, 18003, 
18005 – 18008

Fact Sheet: Final ESSER II Fact Sheet

https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr133/BILLS-116hr133enr.pdf
ftp://help.isbe.net/webapps/eGMS/2020/CARESLegisExcerpt.pdf
https://isbe-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/shanson_isbe_net/ETHPcKXRqStMqUgeCqHOt4gBJyx9fLKS6lLNBNkw4tSlhA?e=vj52l5
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ESSER II

• The ESSER II Fund is under the Coronavirus Response and Relief 
Supplemental Appropriations (CRRSA) Act, 2021, Public Law 116-260, 
enacted on December 27, 2020.

• ESSER II is available March 13, 2020, through September 30, 2023.

• ESSER II funds can be used in the same way as ESSER I funds (CARES 
Act) with the addition of addressing learning loss; preparing schools 
for reopening; and testing, repairing, and upgrading projects to 
improve air quality in school buildings.
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IWAS Access
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Getting Started-IWAS
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Getting Started-IWAS
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Getting Started-IWAS
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ESSER II Application
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Overview 
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Applicant Information Page
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General Education Provisions Act (GEPA)

The district strives to improve the performance of 
all teachers and students. Gender, race, national 

origin, disability, or age will not affect equal access 
to and participation in program activities. The 

district has board policies in place to address any 
discrepancy in providing equitable participation.
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Amendments Page
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FFATA
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Program Specific
Use of Funds-Public
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Program Specific
Use of Funds-Public
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Program Specific
Use of Funds-Public
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Program Specific
Estimated Jobs
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Program Specific
Subcontracting
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Program Specific
Subcontracting
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Budget Pages
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Budget Pages: Indirect Cost Calculation
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Budget Pages
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Program Risk Assessment, 
Grant Accountability Transparency Act, 

& Assurance Pages
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Submit
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Substantially Approvable

• Reasonable: Consistent with prudent business practice 
and comparable current market value;

• Necessary: Required to carry out the intent and purpose 
of the program; and

• Allocable: Chargeable or assignable in accordance with 
relative benefits received. In addition, costs must be 
aligned with generally accepted accounting principles 
and adequately documented and budgeted within the 
grant.
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Page Lock Control
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Review Checklist
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Contact Information

Illinois State Board of Education​

Title Grants Administration Department

100 N. First Street

Springfield, Illinois 62777

(217) 785-1969

illinoiscares@isbe.net

mailto:illinoiscares@isbe.net
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