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General
1.

Where is the grant information located?
The grant information is located on the Educational Technology page on the ISBE website:
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Educational-Technology.aspx
Click on the blue Elementary and Secondary Relief – Digital Equity Grant tab.

2.

Is this grant in IWAS now?
Yes. Eligible districts will find it under the ACTIVE GRANTS section under SYSTEM LISTING in
IWAS.

3. The grant speaks about a pre-submission required technology survey (tech survey). Where is
the technology survey located?
The link is at https://ltcillinois.tfaforms.net/7. Information about this survey is located on the
OVERVIEW tab of the grant application in IWAS.

4. Once I submit the tech survey to the LTC, will I get an acknowledgement to proceed with the
rest of the ISBE grant application?
Yes. You will receive an email confirming receipt of the survey once you submit it. Within a
week, you will receive an email that will confirm approval of the survey or an email with follow
up questions. LTC staff will work with districts in the event questions about survey information
need to be addressed before final approval of the survey information.
5.

Is this a formula or competitive grant?
This is a competitive grant.

6.

Is this grant related to the E-Rate Program?
No, E-Rate is a separate program.

Eligibility
7.

What are the eligibility requirements for this grant?
Illinois Public School Districts, charter schools that are LEA’s, and regional safe schools and
alternative programs run by Regional Offices of Education, and have an EBF Final Percent of
Adequacy level of 70.00% or lower are eligible to apply.

8.

How do I locate my district’s Final Percent of Adequacy?
This data is located on the ISBE EBF page at
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/EvidenceBasedFunding.aspx
Click on the EVIDENCE-BASED FUNDING DISTRIBUTION CALCULATION link:

Then click on the CALCULATIONS tab to expand the listing and then click on the FULL FY 20 EBF
CALCULATION link:

Once the Excel spreadsheet is open, click on the BASE CALC workbook at the bottom of the Excel
screen.
Look up the district name in column 2. The district’s final percent of adequacy is listed in
column 20:

9.

Are special education cooperatives eligible to apply?
No, special education cooperatives are not eligible to apply.

10. Are Vocational Cooperatives eligible?
No, vocational cooperatives are not eligible.
11. Are regional alternative schools eligible?
Yes, regional alternative schools are eligible.
12. If we are already receiving CARES funds are we still eligible for this grant?
Yes, if you meet the eligibility requirements for this grant.
13. Can you start an application and pause it to complete later?
Yes, make sure to click on the SAVE PAGE button at the bottom of each page as you work
through each section of the application in IWAS.

14. The application asks me to enter the number of students. Which figure should I use?
Entities will use the March 16, 2020 low-income and total enrollment data.
15. Is an individual school or a non-profit organization eligible to apply?
No, only Illinois Local Education Agencies (LEAs), including charter schools that are LEA’s and
have an EBF Final Percent of Adequacy level of 70.00% or lower are eligible to apply.

Budgeting
16. The start date of the grant says September 7. In order to secure needed technology devices,
we have already placed an order. Can technology orders prior to September 7 be included?
Yes, expenditures that occurred on or after March 13, 2020 can be included.
17. On the budget pages, my allocation is 0 and when entering amounts into the budget detail
page, my allotment is a negative number. Why is that?
The values calculated from the funding calculator page will copy over to the budget page but
allotments will be zero until the grant has gone through merit based review and awarded. As
items are entered, the allotment remaining amount will go negative. Awarded grants will have
the allotments adjusted and districts will have the opportunity to review the budget page at that
time.
Non-Public Schools
18. Regarding nonpublic school participation (equitable share), is consultation required for only
those nonpublic schools located within our LEA’s residential boundaries?
Yes, the LEA must consult with all nonpublic schools located within the LEA boundary, regardless
of registration and/or recognition status. A PDF form is available in the application. This must
be filled out and uploaded into the grant application.
19. Are non-publics eligible for funds or services?
Non-Public schools are eligible for a share of services.
20. How is the non-public equitable share calculated for services?
Calculate the share using:
• The number of low-income students in nonpublic schools (ESEA Sec. 1117) and the total
number of students enrolled in nonpublic schools (ED Guidance 4.30.20). Please see the
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief step by step application webinar, slide
18.
•

LEAs will engage in consultation and nonpublic schools will receive the services based upon
the number of low-income children (ESEA Sec. 1117)

•

LEAs will hold back the difference between the total ESSER LEA allocation and the amount
calculated based upon total enrollment minus the low-income student proportionate share
(like in an escrow account).

•

The lesser of the two, number of low-income students or total number of students enrolled
shall be used for the delivery of initial services.

21. What date should be used to determine the enrollment and low-income (i.e. March 1st?)

Entities will use the March 16, 2020 low-income and total enrollment data.
22. Are public schools required to advertise meetings with the non-publics regarding this grant?
Evidence that the meeting took place needs to be documented on the Non-Public School
Participation Form, which needs to be uploaded as part of the application. The meeting does
not have to be advertised.
23. Does all of the purchasing of products and/or devices have to filter through the public school
district?
Yes, all purchases must flow through the public school district. The title to materials, equipment,
and property purchased with ESSER funds, remain the property of the LEA.

24. Must an LEA or another public agency maintain control of CARES Act funds used to provide
equitable services?
Yes. Control of funds for services and assistance provided to non-public school students and
teachers under the CARES Act programs, and title to materials, equipment and property
purchased with such funds, must be in a public agency, and a public agency must administer
such funds, materials, equipment, and property. In other words, no funds may go directly to a
non-public school. In addition, services for non-public school students and teachers must be
provided by a public agency directly or through contract with another public or private entity.
(Section 18005(b) of the CARES Act).

Questions about devices and connectivity
25. Does a hotspot qualify as a device or connectivity?
A hotspot would qualify as connectivity.
26. Are mobile hotspots the only connectivity device that is allowable for funding with this grant
or can we use this funding to work with a local ISP to expand their coverage area in our
district?
Funds may be used to support home connectivity that directly impacts students' ability to
connect to the internet for remote learning. If solutions besides mobile hotspots are available
that meet this criterion, then they may be eligible. Note that funding is only available during
FY21. Qualifying purchases include, but are not limited to: cellular hotspots, devices with
internal cellular capability, solutions provided by local ISP’s that provide internet access to
students.
27. What about computer related devices such as carts (which would typically be considered a
capital outlay)?
Expenses for computer carts would not be eligible. The intent of this funding opportunity is to
provide funds for items that close the digital divide for students.

28. I know the connectivity is for the student's home; do the devices have to be for home use as
well? or can the devices be used within the schools (we are not 1:1 in our schools and won't
be fully remote, so there is a need for additional devices to keep in our buildings).
Yes, devices can be used at both home and school. As for connectivity options for the schools,
while connectivity devices obtained via this grant can be used for internet at the school, there
may be more comprehensive options available from the federal E-Rate program and/or the
state of Illinois K-12 Broadband Network that can address school building connectivity needs,
especially if an infrastructure buildout is needed to connect your schools to high speed internet.
29. Can funds be used to purchase technology for teachers?
No, the funds are intended to close equity issues of the digital divide for students.
30. Are we required to filter internet access provided through options obtained through this
grant?
Districts are required to adhere to the filtering, monitoring, and internet safety provisions of the
Children’s Internet Protection Act, or CIPA, in order to receive funding offered through the ERate program. While E-Rate is a separate funding program and primarily deals with on-campus
internet connections, the CARES Act does not mention filtering. Districts may choose to offer
filtering as a part of internet services provided to students.

