
Whole Child   ● Whole School   ● Whole Community 1

Equitable Services
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Newly released

The U.S. Department of Education recently 
released a draft document titled "Title I Part A of 
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 as Amended by the Every Student Succeeds 
Act: Providing Equitable Services to Eligible 
Private School Children, Teachers and Families—
Updated Non-Regulatory Guidance."



Whole Child   ● Whole School   ● Whole Community 3

Equitable Services

ESSA Section 1117 requires participating LEAs to 
provide eligible children attending private 
schools, their teachers, and their families with 
Title I services or other benefits that are 
equitable to those provided to eligible public 
school children, their teachers, and their 
families. Eligible private school children are 
children who reside in a participating public 
school attendance area and are low achieving.
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Consultation

An LEA must consult with appropriate private school officials 
during the design and development of the LEA's Title I 
program. The goal of consultation is agreement between the LEA 
and appropriate private school officials on how to provide 
equitable and effective programs for eligible private school 
children.

Successful consultation:
• Establishes positive and productive working relationships.
• Makes planning effective.
• Continues throughout implementation of services.
• Serves to ensure that services provided meet the needs of 

students and teachers.
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Consultation
Private school officials in consultation may provide:

• A list of addresses and grade levels of low-income families.

• A list of children who meet the multiple, educationally related, objective 
criteria for participation eligibility.

• Suggest ideas, program designs, and modifications that meet the needs of 
their eligible children, their teachers, and their families.

• Discuss dedicated space for services, if appropriate.

Topics to be addressed in consultation include:

• How needs will be identified.

• What services will be offered (including how, where, and by whom).

• How the services will be academically assessed and how the results will be 
used to improve services.

• The proportion of funds allocated for services.
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Equitable Share in Title I

Equitable share is based on the number of low-
income students attending nonpublic schools, 
regardless of where the schools are based.

Services are based on those students in 
academic need who reside within the public 
school’s boundaries.
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Equitable Share in Title II and IV

Equitable share in Title II and Title IV is based 
on the total population of the nonpublic school.

The nonpublic school must be located within the 
public school's boundaries to receive Title II and 
or Title IV services.

The services provided must meet the intent of 
the grant.
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Consultation Documentation
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Resources
U.S. Department of Education updated guidance
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/drafte
seatitleiequitableservices.pdf

Consultation Form
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/43-20-np-
consult-participation.pdf

Nonpublic page at ISBE
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nonpublic-School-
Participation.aspx

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/drafteseatitleiequitableservices.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/43-20-np-consult-participation.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nonpublic-School-Participation.aspx

