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Agenda
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USING THE CLEARINGHOUSE

Required actions users must take once 

the Clearinghouse is operational

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Specific questions and answers FMCSA 

received recently about the 

Clearinghouse

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Additional resources and information, as 

well as points of contact

REGISTER FOR THE CLEARINGHOUSE

Registration for the Clearinghouse is 

now open

TIMELINE

Project milestones leading up to and 

beyond implementation
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THE CLEARINGHOUSE FINAL RULE

About the Congressional mandate and 

what it means for you
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The Clearinghouse Final Rule

ÁMandated by Congress (MAP-21, Section 32402)

ÁPublished December 5, 2016

ÁEstablished requirements for the Clearinghouse

ÁIdentified January 6, 2020 as the Clearinghouse 

implementation date
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Read the Clearinghouse final rule at: 

www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/commercial-drivers-license-drug-and-alcohol-clearinghouse

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/commercial-drivers-license-drug-and-alcohol-clearinghouse


Timeline: Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse

Information Phase

ÅClearinghouse 

website launched

ÅSubscribe for email 

updates

Registration Opens

Create your user 

account ahead of

implementation date

Implementation Date

ÅMandatory reporting 

begins

ÅBoth electronic and 

manual queries required

March 2019 November 2019 January 6, 2020 January 6, 2023October 2019

Query Plans Available 

for Purchase

Purchase your query plan 

ahead of implementation 

date
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3-Year Post Implementation

ÅClearinghouse contains       

3 years of violation data

ÅOnly electronic queries 

required
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Drivers who hold commercial driverôs licenses (CDLs) or commercial learnerôs  

permits (CLPs)

Employers of CDL drivers who operate commercial motor vehicles (CMVs)

Consortia/Third-Party Administrations (C/TPAs)

Medical Review Officers (MROs)

Substance Abuse Professionals (SAPs)

State Drivers Licensing Agencies (SDLAs)

Who will be required to use the Clearinghouse?



Create a Login.gov Account 

ÁAccessing the Clearinghouse 

requires the creation of an 

account with login.gov, a 

shared service that offers 

secure online access to 

participating government 

systems.

Registration



ÁLogin.gov requires the 

completion of a user 

verification process

ÁAuthentication via 

phone (voice or text 

message), 

authentication 

application, or security 

key

Registration



ÁAfter setting up a login.gov 

account, registration will be 

completed in the Clearinghouse.

ÁIn Step 2, select ñNo, I do not have 

a FMCSA Portal Accountò

ÁEmployers will be asked enter and 

verify their Portal credentials

ÁOwner/Operators will be asked to 

identify their C/TPA. 

ÁDrivers will enter their CDL 

information

ÁMROs and SAPs will need to 

certify they meet the Part 40 

requirements



User Dashboard 

ÁHomepage for role based 

Clearinghouse activity 

including

Ƅ Invite and manage assistants

Ƅ Manage C/TPAs

Ƅ Purchase query plans 

(November)

Ƅ Report drug and alcohol 

program violations (January)

Ƅ Conduct queries (January)  
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Clearinghouse Assistants 

All Assistants must be 
invited to register in the 
Clearinghouse 

Á C/TPA Assistant enters 
violation information and 
queries the Clearinghouse on 
behalf of the  authorized 
C/TPA; may support multiple 
C/TPAs

Á MRO Assistant enters 
violation information into the 
Clearinghouse on behalf of the 
authorized MRO; may support 
multiple MROs

Á SAP Assistant enters RTD 
information into the 
Clearinghouse on behalf of the 
authorized SAP; may support 
multiple SAPs


