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Agenda

* NOFO/RFP Overview

* Application Process

* Helpful Resources

* District Next Steps

* Where to Direct Questions
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Illinois State Board of Education

Notice Of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)/
Request for Proposal (RFP) Overview

* NOFO/RFP Information found at
https://www.isbe.net/broadband
under the E-Rate State Matching Grant Tab

* NOFO/RFP Released on June 10, 2021

* Proposals due to ISBE Office by 4:00 p.m. on
Monday, July 26, 2021
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NOFO/RFP Overview (cont.)

* |SBE received up to $12,675,708 in FY2022 to
help districts cover the non-discounted
portion of special construction costs.

e State Matching Provision Information
https://www.usac.org/sl/applicants/beforeyou
begin/state-matching-provision.aspx
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Illinois State Board of Education

Eligible Applicants

* Any lllinois Public School District who:

— Has filed both FCC Forms 470 and 471 with USAC
for a special construction fiber project as part of
the E-Rate Funding Year 2021 Cycle

* Last date to file Form 470 was February 25, 2021
e Last date to file Form 471 was March 25, 2021

— Checked the “state match” indicator on Form 471
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E-Rate Special Construction

* Special Construction Charges are:

— Upfront, non-recurring costs of deploying new fiber or
upgraded facilities to E-Rate eligible entities
— Consisting of 3 components:
* Construction of network facilities
* Design and engineering
* Project Management

* Special Construction Charges DO NOT INCLUDE:

— Charges for equipment to make the service functional

e More information at:
https://www.usac.org/sl/applicants/beforeyoubegin/fiber.aspx
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Illinois State Board of Education

How the State Match Works

 ABC School District, with a 40% Category 1
Discount Rate applies for State Match Grant:

USAC State
Match E-Rate
Total Special Discount up to
Construction 10%:
Project Cost: $10,000
$100,000

ISBE State
Match up to

Discount 40%: 50%:

$40,000

$50,000
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Illinois State Board of Education

How the State Match Works

* XYZ School District, with an 90% Category 1
Discount Rate applies for State Match Grant:

USAC State
Match E-Rate
Total Special Discount up to
Construction 5%:
Project Cost: $50,000
$1,000,000

ISBE State
Match up to

Discount 90%: 5%:

$900,000

$50,000
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The Application Process

There are several components to the application process for
this round:

E-Rate forms and processes:

— FCC Forms 470 and 471 filed with USAC within the E-Rate
Funding Year 2021 application window
* Last date to file Form 470 was February 25, 2021
* Last date to file Form 471 was March 25, 2021

— FCC Forms 470 and 471 must indicate district is pursing a
fiber special construction project

— RFP for fiber special construction must have been posted
and responded to by vendor(s).

— All rules regarding selection of vendor for 471 must follow
USAC guidelines for competitive bidding and vendor
selection
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The Application Process
e Details are IMPORTANT!

— You must have a plan

— You must follow all USAC rules regarding competitive
bid evaluations
— You must meet ISBE state match application deadline
* 4 p.m. on Monday, July 26, 2021

— You must have filed a Form 471 by USAC deadline
(March 25, 2021) and select the state match box

— You must be able to answer, or get the answers to
detailed questions in PIA review.

— You must obtain USAC approval before state match
funds will be released.
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Illinois State Board of Education

The Application Process
* Applicants file application to ISBE NOFO/RFP

— Include form 470 and 471, evaluation rubric of
vendors, and the name of your selected vendor
along with their proposal

— Save ALL bids and cost allocation materials in case
you are asked for these during PIA review

— Upon approval from USAC, state will match the
non-discounted portion of project subject to
funding availability
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The Application Process

* Successful awardees will receive a tentative
award letter from ISBE stating that the proposal
passed the review phase and Grant

Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA)
requirements.

* Award letter is submitted to EPC as part of the
district’s FCC Form 471 application.

* Final award of state funds is subject to USAC
approval of FRN’s in Form 471 application (FCDL —
Funding Decision Commitment Letter).
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Application Process
e Attachment 1 is the Uniform Grant Application

— Be sure to have all necessary signatures when
submitting!
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Application Process
e Attachment 1 — Question 45

— Amount Requested from the State is the amount you are
requesting for the state match

— Applicant Contribution is the remaining monies going into
the project. Local Contribution, Other Sources of Funding,
or Program Income provide the detail for and should total
the Applicant Contribution Line.

— Total Amount is the total of the Amount Requested from
State and Applicant Contribution Lines combined.

45 | Estimated Funding 1 Amount Requested from the State: 5
{Include all that appily) ]

| Applicant Contribution (e.g., in kind, matching): $

| Loeal Contribution: $

|| Other Source of Contribution: $

|| Program Income: §

Total Amount: §




Illinois State Board of Education

Application Process
e Attachment 1 — Question 45

— Amount Requested from the State is the amount you are
requesting for the state match

— Applicant Contribution is the remaining monies going into
the project. Local Contribution, Other Sources of Funding,
or Program Income provide the detail for and should total
the Applicant Contribution Line.

— Total Amount is the total of the Amount Requested from
State and Applicant Contribution Lines combined.

45 | Estimated Funding 1 Amount Requested from the State: 5
{Include all that appily) ]

| Applicant Contribution (e.g., in kind, matching): $

| Loeal Contribution: $

|| Other Source of Contribution: $

|| Program Income: §

Total Amount: §
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Attachment 1 — Question 45 Example #1

* ABC District is requesting a match for a $100,000 fiber special
construction project. Their C1 Discount rate is 50%.

e USAC C1 Discount of 50% - $50000

« USAC Additional Discount for State/Tribal Match (1:1 to state
match, up to 10%) - S10000

e Remaining $40000, or 40% of the original project amount, will
be covered by state match, subject to funding availability and
approvals

45. | Estimated Funding %] Amount Requested from the State; $ 40000
{Include all that appiy)

x| Applicant Contribution (e.g.. in kind, matching): $ 59000

[ ] Local Contribution: $
[X| Other Source of Contribution: § 22000

| Program Income: $

X| Total Amount: $ 100000




Illinois State Board of Education

Attachment 1 — Question 45 Example #2

* Acme School District has a $100,000 special construction
fiber project and has a 20% Discount Rate

e USAC C1 Discount Rate of 20% - $S20000
e USAC State Match of 10% - S10000

* Remaining $70000, or 70% of the original project amount
will be covered by the state match, subject to funding
availability and approvals

e 20% USAC C1 Discount + 10% USAC Match + 70% State
Match = 100% of special construction costs

45. | Estimated Funding Amount Requested from the State: § 70000
(Inciude all that apply) 30000
Applicant Contribution (e.g., in kind, matching): 5
| | Local Contribution: $
Cther Source of Contribution: § 30000

[ | Program Income: $

Total Amount: 100000




Illinois State Board of Education

Application Process
e Attachment 2 - Current Technology Status

— Provide information about your CURRENT internet
service
* Speeds
 # of buildings and NIF Facilities
* E-Rate Cat 1 Discount Rate
* # of Students, teachers, and classrooms
* # of computers
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Application Process

* Attachment 3 — Determining need narrative

— Describe current technology program

— Explain the planning used to determine need and the project
design

— ldentification of stakeholders and communication with them
during project planning

— Funding limitations facing the district

— Need for the special construction to meet future district plans

— Schools chosen to participate and indicate their need

— Tell how improvements to bandwidth will impact the teaching
and learning process — do not just focus on the boxes and wires!
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Application Process

* Attachment 4 — Proposed Project/Program

— Detail the project goals and how they will advance
your educational technology program

— See pages 5 and 6 of RFP document for items to
include.

e Attachment 5 —-Timeline

— Complete a timeline of activities to meet goals
included in attachment 4. Make sure to have start
and end dates and list person(s) responsible.

Equity e Quality e Collaboration ¢ Community



Illinois State Board of Education

Application Process

e Attachment 6 — Evaluation Design

— How will plan be evaluated for effectiveness?

— What data will be collected and how will it be
used?

e Attachments 7, 7A, and 7B — Budget

— Must submit on form included in application
packet & must be sighed by superintendent
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Illinois State Board of Education

Application Process

e Attachment 8 and 9 — Certifications and
Assurances
— Signed copies of the following:

* Program-Specific terms of the Grant
* Grant Application Certifications and Assurances

— Each entity in a joint application is required to
submit these components
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lllinois Works Jobs Program Act

* Grants of $500,000 or more may be subject to
provisions of the
lllinois Works Jobs Program Act (30 iLcs 559/art.20)

— For capital projects, 10% of total labor hours estimated or
actually worked in each prevailing wage classification,
whichever is less, must be done by apprentices.
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| Illinois State Board of Education

Electronic Submission of Forms

Completed proposals submitted electronically should
be scanned into PDF with all supporting documents and
required signatures. The ISBE Attachment Manager is
found at https://secl.isbe.net/attachmgr/default.aspx
Choose Grauke, Erich H from the drop-down menu in
Receiver Information. Submit the application using the
button at the bottom of the page.
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Illinois State Board of Education

TETETT [ ST T TET
Illinois State
Board of Education Attachment Manager

Welcome to ISBE's file transfer page. Enter the information below to transmit a data file to an ISBE employee.

For technical assistance, please contact our Call Center at 217-558-3600.

@ = requirad

Sender Information

Name : | | @
Entity Name : | ‘
eMail Address : | ‘ ]
Receiver Information
ISBE eMail Name :|GRAUKE, ERICH H V| ]

Attachment(s)

Choose File | No file chosen

Choose File |Nn file chosen

Choose File | Mo file chosen
Choose File | Ne file chosen

If uploading from & removable drive please do not remove the media from the drive.

Message
Subject : | Q

Message :
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District Next Steps

* Determine your eligibility for the grant

— Special Construction Fiber project 470/471 on file
with USAC
* Fill out application and submit by July 26,2021
Email egrauke@isbe.net with questions

— Mindy Fiscus at the LTC can assist with
applications mfiscus@Itcillinois.org

e Save all forms, bids, evaluation matrices, and
cost allocation materials for PIA review.
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Illinois State Board of Education

Helpful Resources

* Application and attachment can be found on ISBE’s website:
https://www.isbe.net/broadband under the drop-down “E-
Rate State Matching Grant.”

* The Learning Technology Centers of lllinois provides free
assistance to districts

— Mindy Fiscus (mfiscus@Itcillinois.org) can provide application support
— https://Itcillinois.org/services/erate/

* Email questions to egrauke@isbe.net

* A Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document will be added
to the website and updated based on feedback and questions
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Illinois State Board of Education

Applications due to ISBE
by 4 p.m. on
Monday, July 26, 2021
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Questions?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
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Illinois State Board of Education

Thanks for Attending the Webinar!

Slides and a recording of this presentation will be posted to
https://www.isbe.net/broadband under the E-Rate State

Match tab by Friday, June 25.
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