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Outcomes for Participants

1. Reinforce proven practices that incorporate    
learning in play.

1. Planning for the adult’s role in child-directed play 
to promote students’ social and academic growth.

1. Practice planning standards-based units that 
incorporate play.



Book Walk



Both/And Thinking, p. 49
● Teachers have both high expectations and recognize 

that some children require additional assistance and 
resources to meet those expectations.

● Children both construct their understanding and
benefit from instruction by more competent peers and 
adults.

● Children benefit both from self-initiated spontaneous 
play and from teacher-planned and -structured 
activities, projects and experiences.



The Kindergarten Continuum
(Miller and Almon, 2009)



DAP Foundational Principles
Meeting Children Where They Are
▶ Knowing child development

▶ Knowing the skills children bring to their classroom
-Includes home language, English language, culture,

family, interests

Helping Children Reach Challenging and Achievable Goals
▶ Plan and adjust instruction for children of varying levels

▶ Includes rigor: opportunities and supports to achieve
within their zone of proximal development





Why Play



Play
“Play is essential to the social, emotional, cognitive, 

and physical well-being of children beginning in early 
childhood. It is a natural tool for children to develop 

resiliency as they learn to cooperate, overcome 
challenges, and negotiate with others. Play contributes 

to healthy brain development.” 

American Academy of Pediatrics 
Clinical Report, 2012

. 



Play



Stuart Brown

https://www.ted.com/talks/stuart_brown_says_play_is_more_than_fun_it_s_vital


Play

Play-based learning offers children the space 
to make choices that promote executive 

functioning and self-regulation. Mature play 
embodies negotiation, empathy, reciprocal 

conversation, and concepts in multiple learning 
domains. 



Tests measuring different forms of executive function skills indicate that they 
begin to develop shortly after birth, with the ages 3 to 5 a window of 
opportunity for dramatic growth in these skills. Development continues 
throughout adolescence and early adulthood.

Center on the Developing Child, Harvard University

https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/inbrief-executive-function/


Research on 
Play-based Kindergarten

Children in play-based kindergartens have a 
double advantage over those who are denied 
play: they end up equally good or better at 
reading and other intellectual skills, and they 
are more likely to become well-adjusted 
healthy people. 

Crisis in the Kindergarten: Why Children Need to Play in School, 2009



Examples of 
Developmentally 

Appropriate Practice 



Activity: Jigsaw DAP 

● Each person reads their section
● Each person briefly summarizes key ideas
● Group summarizes and implications 
● Recorder:  Captures key ideas on chart paper
● Reporter: Shares ideas with whole group
● If done early, explore other sections



Jigsaw Groups: DAP Book 

Topic PK pages

1. Caring Community/ Establishing
Reciprocal Relationships

150-152
182-183

2. Teaching to Enhance 
Development

152-157

3. Curriculum Essentials; Physical 160-164

4. Language and Literacy 165-171

5. Math/Science/Technology/SS 171-175

6. Assessment 178-182

If you finish, browse your book

Topic K pages

A. Caring Community/ Establishing 
Reciprocal Relationships

218-220
252-253

B. Teaching to Enhance   
Development

221-226

C. Curriculum Essentials; Physical 229-234

D. Language and Literacy 234-239

E. Math/Science/Technology/SS 239-243

F. Assessment 247-251

If you finish, browse your book



Jigsaw Groups

Prepare to teach your section

• list?
• chart?
• keywords with drawings?
• whatever!



Caring 
Community

Reciprocal 
Relationships



Teaching to Enhance Development

● Environment

● Schedule

● Communication and Language Use



Curriculum Essentials: Physical



Curriculum: 
Language and Literacy



Curriculum: 
Language and Literacy



Curriculum: 
Reasoning and Problem Solving: Math



Curriculum: 
Reasoning and Problem Solving: Science



Curriculum: 
Reasoning and Problem Solving: Social Studies



Assessment





Powerful Interactions
A teacher’s moment-to-moment actions and 
interactions with children are the most 
powerful determinant of learning outcomes 
and development.  Curriculum is very 
important, but what the teacher does is 
paramount.

DAP, 3rd Edition, p. xiii



naeyc.org



Powerful Interactions
● Be Present

○ Listen, Observe

● Connect
○ To their idea, interest

● Extend
○ Add one more thing: prop, role, plan, scenario, 

language, writing, etc.



What’s Working in Your Schedule?



Teacher’s Role in 
Scaffolding Student Play



PRoPELS
Plan
Roles and Actions
Props
Extended time
Language
Scenarios





Hamilton’s Towing

Source: Videatives
https://videatives.com/node/1852 






How Would You Scaffold the Boy’s Play?

Plan
Roles and Actions
Props
Extended time
Language
Scenarios



Airport








Use Visual 
Prompts



Create Props



Develop a Scenario

1. Form teams of 3:   1 teacher, 2 children
2. Play with materials
3. Teacher practices scaffolding using PRoPELS
4. Switch roles
5. Repeat steps 2-3
6. Switch roles



Scaffolding Play with PRoPELS

● Plan

● Roles and Actions

● Props

● Extended time

● Language

● Scenarios



Center Scenario Roles and Actions Props to make /Materials

Dramatic Play

Unit of Study: 



Positive Student 
Outcomes











As a result of this workshop, how competent 
do you feel in scaffolding a child’s play, 
based on their current level?

1. Not competent
3.   Somewhat competent
5.   Very competent

Wrap-up: Self Evaluation
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