
1

Andy Krupin – Director, Funding and 
Disbursements

Eileen Turanchik – Supervisor, School 
Business Services

Special Education Reimbursement for 
Separate Public Day Schools

(Senate Bill 3606/Public Act 103-0644)
February 27, 2025



2

What is SB 3606/PA 103-0644?

• Senate Bill 3606 was passed by both houses of 
the Illinois General Assembly last spring and 
became Public Act 103-0644 when it was signed 
by the Governor on July 1, 2024.

• The bill amended Section 14-7.02 of the School 
Code to make it so that ISBE will reimburse 
districts for the placement of children in a 
“separate public special education day school”, in 
addition to non-public special education facilities.



3

What is a Separate Public Special 
Education Day School?
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Purchased Care Review Board Approval

• The bill requires that the costs of separate public 
special education day schools be reviewed by the 
Illinois Purchased Care Review Board (PCRB), just 
like costs are reviewed for non-public schools.

• The calculation results in a daily (per diem) 
tuition rate.

• Expenditure data will be collected by ISBE to 
facilitate rate calculation and approval by the 
PCRB.
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SY 24-25 Rate Calculation Process (1 of 2)

Program 
Approval

• Program is 
approved by ISBE 
Special Education 
Department

• Application due 
April 15, 2025

SY 24-25 
Expenditure 

Data Collection

• Expenditure data 
(Special Education 
Report) is collected 
by ISBE Funding and 
Disbursements 
Department

• Submission due 
April 15, 2025

SY 24-25 Rate 
Calculation and 

Approval

• Daily rate for school 
year 2024-25 is 
presented to, and 
approved by, PCRB

• Early Summer 2025
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SY 24-25 Rate Calculation Process (2 of 2)

Claim Submission for 
SY 24-25

• Districts assign children 
in eligible programs as 
Fund S in ISTAR

• Districts submit for 
reimbursement based 
upon individual student 
enrollment and 
calculated per diem rate

• Statutory claim 
submission deadline is 
August 15, 2025

SY 24-25 
Reimbursement

• ISBE starts making 
quarterly 
reimbursements to 
districts in September 
2025

• Proration of 
reimbursement will 
depend upon action 
taken by the General 
Assembly this spring

SY 25-26  Rate 
Setting

• Expenditure Data for FY 
24 is due to ISBE in 
October 2025 for SY 25-
26 rate calculation
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Program Approval

• https://www.isbe.net/specialeducation

https://www.isbe.net/specialeducation


8



9

SY 24-25 Expenditure Data Collection

• After the program has been approved, the entity 
administrator will be sent an Excel template as 
well as a Word document instruction manual.

• ISBE has partnered with external consultants 
(MGT) to design and facilitate the rate calculation 
process.

• Expenditure data collection template and 
methodology generally match the template and 
methodology for non-public facilities.
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Assignment of Costs to Programs

• Costs reported in the expenditure report will need to 
be allocated if the costs represent only a share of 
district/cooperative or building-wide costs.

• The method used to allocate costs is at the discretion 
of the entity filling out the report but should result in 
an equitable distribution.
– Example: Per student cost multiplied by program 

enrollment

• Entities must maintain appropriate supporting 
documentation identifying how individual costs are 
allocated to each program.
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What is the Per Diem Rate?

 Rate =
Net Costs

Census
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Net Costs and Census

• Net Costs =
       Reported costs in expenditure report

  -    Non-allowable costs (per 89 Il Admin Code 900)

  -    Revenue offsets

  -    Costs over 125% median caps

  +   Inflation add-on

• Census is not necessarily the same as the enrollment 
days reported in the expenditure report. 
  Total FY 2023 enrollment days 

Total FY 2023 school days * Current School Year Days
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Template & Instruction Manual
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Enrollment Data

• Report enrollment and attendance from July 1, 2022 
through June 30, 2023 (NOT SY 2022-2023)

• Entities are expected to have a current year calendar on file. 
They must identify if they plan to operate a summer term.
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SY 24-25 Expenditure Data Collection
• Qualifying entities will report all costs associated with each program 

that has been approved.
• Expenditure data is collected two fiscal years in arrears. Costs reported 

will be those that were either obligated or expended during Fiscal Year 
2023 (from July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023). 
– Costs must be reported on the same basis that the entity submitted the 

FY 2023 Annual Financial Report (AFR).
– If the entity submitted an AFR on a cash basis, costs reported would be 

those expenditures that occurred from July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023.
– If the entity submitted an AFR on an accrual basis, costs reported would 

be those obligations that were made from July 1, 2022 through June 30, 
2023.

• Costs will be categorized in four cost centers.
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Cost Centers
• Program

– Program costs are those personnel and object expenses directly 
related to the operation of the program. 

– They do not include associated administration.
– Program costs do not include child transportation costs, which are 

reimbursed through ISBE’s Pupil Transportation Claim.

• Support
– Support costs are all costs associated with security, housekeeping, 

or similar support services.
– A median cap of 125% is applied to this cost center.
– Support costs do not include dietary costs, which are reimbursed 

through ISBE’s Nutrition programs.
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Cost Centers (Continued)

• Occupancy and Capital
– Occupancy costs are all costs arising from a program’s 

occupancy and use of land, buildings and offices. This 
includes depreciation on buildings, interest, and lease costs.

– A median cap of 125% is applied to these cost centers.

• Administrative
– Administrative costs are those direct program administration 

costs (such as clerical staff salaries).

– A median cap of 125% is applied to this cost center.

– Ensure that costs reported are not included in the indirect 
cost base.



18

Summary Page
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Salary Detail
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External Consultants
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Other Program/Support/Admin
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Non-Reimbursable
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Revenue Offsets

• All federal and state funding that is passed through 
directly to the entity administering the program is 
offset from the expenses reported for each program.

• All local grant funding being used to cover the costs 
of the program must also be reported as “Other”.
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Evidence-Based Funding (EBF) Personnel

• Similar to the Special Education Orphanage Claim, there 
is an offset built into the claim for EBF Base Funding 
Minimum (BFM) dollars attributable to former Personnel 
categorical.

• If the entity would have received more funding in FY 
2023 than what was incorporated into the Base Funding 
Minimum, based upon Personnel data in the IEP-Student 
Tracking and Reporting System (I-STAR), the offset is 
prorated.

• Proration data has been precalculated by ISBE; data 
entered into the Salary Detail tab pulls through to 
calculate the offset. This sheet is only for entity review.
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Example of EBF Offset Proration

• In FY 2023, District A had…

– 10.0 FTE Special Ed ID A (Teacher) personnel

– 20.0 FTE Special Ed ID C (Paraprofessional) 
personnel

– 5.0 FTE Special Ed ID B (Related Services Staff) 
personnel

Category SpEd ID FTE Cost Value Total

Teacher A 10 $        9,000 $          90,000 

Paraprofessional C 20 $        3,500 $          70,000 

Related Services Staff B 5 $        9,000 $          45,000 

$        205,000 
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EBF Offset Example Continued

• District A received $150,000 in Personnel funding in 
FY 2017, which was incorporated into that district’s 
BFM.

• $150,000 / $205,000 = 73%

• Personnel FTEs reported in Salary Detail spreadsheet 
are multiplied by either $9,000 or $3,500, depending 
upon Special Ed ID, and prorated by 73%.

• Data is automatically calculated and pulled into the 
Summary tab.
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Comparison to Annual Financial Report 
(AFR)
• Entities are required to input certain Function/Object 

combination data from their FY 2023 (AFR). 

• Expenditure data is automatically compared to the AFR data. 
The expenditure data should not be MORE than the AFR data, 
since the AFR is all inclusive. If it is greater, further 
explanation or revision is required.
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Submitting Fund S Claims
• In SY 2024-25 and 2025-26, the rate calculated and 

approved by the PCRB will serve as the basis for 
reimbursement for districts placing children at separate 
public day schools. For the first two school years, it is 
not required that districts or cooperatives bill the 
sending districts at the PCRB calculated rate.

• Districts will capture reimbursement by filing claims for 
children approved under Fund Code S (Separate Public 
Day School).

• Claim submission will be similar to Fund B (Private 
Facility). However, districts will be required to submit 
separate regular and summer term claims (if applicable).
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Resources

• ISBE Resources: Weekly office hours, slides and 
guidance documents posted on ISBE Funding and 
Disbursements/PCRB webpage, and Regional 
Financial Consultants.

• Technical Support: Contact information for help 
with the online submission portal or clarifications 
about the process.



30

Questions

• About program review and approval 
– ISBE Special Education Department
– Via email at: publicsped@isbe.net

• About expenditure report template completion
– MGT (contractors)
– Via email at: ISBESERQuestions@mgt.us

• About submission of Fund S claims
– Harrisburg Project (contractors)
– Via email at: support@hbug.k12.il.us
– Via phone at: (800) 635-5274

mailto:publicsped@isbe.net
mailto:ISBESERQuestions@mgt.us
mailto:support@hbug.k12.il.us

	Slide 1: Special Education Reimbursement for Separate Public Day Schools (Senate Bill 3606/Public Act 103-0644) February 27, 2025
	Slide 2: What is SB 3606/PA 103-0644?
	Slide 3: What is a Separate Public Special Education Day School?
	Slide 4: Purchased Care Review Board Approval
	Slide 5: SY 24-25 Rate Calculation Process (1 of 2)
	Slide 6: SY 24-25 Rate Calculation Process (2 of 2)
	Slide 7: Program Approval
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: SY 24-25 Expenditure Data Collection
	Slide 10: Assignment of Costs to Programs
	Slide 11: What is the Per Diem Rate?
	Slide 12: Net Costs and Census
	Slide 13: Template & Instruction Manual
	Slide 14: Enrollment Data
	Slide 15: SY 24-25 Expenditure Data Collection
	Slide 16: Cost Centers
	Slide 17: Cost Centers (Continued)
	Slide 18: Summary Page
	Slide 19: Salary Detail
	Slide 20: External Consultants
	Slide 21: Other Program/Support/Admin
	Slide 22: Non-Reimbursable
	Slide 23: Revenue Offsets
	Slide 24: Evidence-Based Funding (EBF) Personnel
	Slide 25: Example of EBF Offset Proration
	Slide 26: EBF Offset Example Continued
	Slide 27: Comparison to Annual Financial Report (AFR)
	Slide 28: Submitting Fund S Claims
	Slide 29: Resources
	Slide 30: Questions

