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2013 ISAT Window 
• Regular Test Window: March 4 -15, 2013 
• Requests to modify the testing window 

must be made through Pearson’s 
Assessment Network 
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2013 Science ISAT Assessment 
• Item formats: 82 Multiple Choice (MC) questions 
• Field-test items within the test 
• Four answer choices for MC at all grades 
• Two 45-minute* sessions 
• All science standards assessed 
• Approx. 10% of the test is devoted to each standard 
 

* Plus up to 10 additional minutes for all students 
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 Linguistically Modified (LM) ISAT  
in Math and Science for LEP Students 

• LM ISAT form will be available for 2013 
• Only for ISAT math and science 
• Only for LEP students  

• Text modified for LEP students 
• Simplified English text  
• Extended and Short Response math items 

presented in both Spanish and English 
• LM form developed by IL educators and ELL 

specialists who reviewed and modified the math 
and science ISAT items 
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 Linguistically Modified (LM) ISAT  
in Math and Science for LEP Students 

• LEP students taking the LM form will 
receive ISAT scores for math and science 
but not SAT 10 scores 

• Reason: If SAT 10 items are altered, a norm-
referenced score cannot be given 

• LEP students using the LM form will still receive 
SAT 10 scores for reading since the reading test is 
the same in both the LM ISAT and ISAT. 
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Testing Policies and Prohibitions 
• Must be administered uniformly across the state 
• Read and use Test Administration Manual 
• Read the Professional Testing Practices for 

Educators 
• Supervise students during testing 
• Do not help students with test items 
• Do not read any part of the science test to 

students unless it is in their IEP.   
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Test Preparation Suggestions 
• Be familiar with the Illinois Learning 

Standards and the Assessment Frameworks   
• Integrate test-taking skills into regular 

classroom instruction 
• Be familiar with and practice multiple-choice 

items with students 
• Create a positive atmosphere for testing and 

adopt a “do your best” attitude with students 
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Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS) 

• The NGSS are currently under 
development and will be released in 2013. 

• ISBE will consider adoption of the NGSS. 
• If adopted, new test items will likely be 

developed much like the development of 
the Common Core test items in English 
Language Arts and Mathematics. This 
process would take about 2 years. 
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ISAT Report Templates 
 

ISAT report templates are available online at 
 

http://www.isbe.net/assessment/htmls/isat_2012.htm  

http://www.isbe.net/assessment/htmls/isat_2012.htm
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Sample Books and Interactive Items 

• The 2013 Sample Books are posted on 
the ISBE website.  New sample items 
have been added. Hard copies are not 
available. 

• The 2013 Interactive ISAT items will be 
posted online at 

• http://www.isbe.net/assessment/htmls/sample_tasks.htm  

http://www.isbe.net/assessment/htmls/sample_tasks.htm
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Sample Items: Grade 4 
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Sample Items: Grade 7 
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Questions? 
 

Jim Palmer 
ISAT Coordinator 

 
Email: jpalmer@isbe.net  
Web: www.isbe.net/assessment/ISAT and 
 www.isbe.net/assessment/science.htm  
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