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Introduction

Test Design and Reporting

ISAT Writing Reports provide detailed student test results, including information at the
individual, school, district, and state level. In addition, information on ISAT Writing Feature
scores from which the scale scores are derived is included. These scale scores are used
to place ISAT Writing results in one of four performance levels (Exceeds Standards, Meets
Standards, Below Standards, Academic Warning). Table 1 below defines each of these
four performance levels.

Table 1. ISAT Performance Level Descriptions

Exceeds Standards:

Student work demonstrates advanced knowledge and
skills in the subject. Students creatively apply knowledge
and skills to solve problems and evaluate the results.
Meets Standards:

Student work demonstrates proficient knowledge and
skills in the subject. Students effectively apply knowledge
and skills to solve problems.

Below Standards:

Student work demonstrates basic knowledge and skills in
the subject. However, because of gaps in learning,
students apply knowledge and skills in limited ways.
Academic Warning:

Student work demonstrates limited knowledge and skills
in the subject. Because of major gaps in learning,
students apply knowledge and skills ineffectively.

Writing Included in ISAT 2007 Assessment

After an absence of two years, the Writing assessment was reinstated in 2007 at grades 5 and 8.
Grade 5 students wrote one Expository composition, while grade 8 students wrote two
compositions, one Persuasive and one Narrative.

The ISAT Writing Rubric Features

As in the past, each ISAT Writing composition is evaluated on five Features: Focus,
Support/Elaboration, Organization, Conventions, and Integration. All Writing Features are scored
on a six-point scale, with 6 being the highest score, except for Conventions which is scored on a
three-point scale with 3 being the highest score. A score of 4, 5, or 6 [2 or 3 in Conventions]
indicates that the Feature is basically, adequately, or fully developed.



Change in the Writing Rubric: Conventions, Support/Elaboration

Though all of the same Writing Features were scored as in previous ISAT Writing administrations
from 1999 to 2004, the Conventions Feature was modified for the 2007 assessment. Previously the
Conventions Feature was scored on a two-point scale; now it is scored on a three-point scale,
allowing for greater delineation of skill level in the area of Conventions. Also, a change in the score
scale range was made to add an extra point to the Exceeds Standards category as seen in Table 2
below. Further, in the Support and Elaboration Feature, Voice was added as an important
consideration in the evaluation of the overall strength of development across modes.

Establishment of Scoring Anchors for Conventions

In October 2006, ISBE staff, lllinois teachers, and Measurement Incorporated staff met in
Durham, NC to establish and select scoring lines for the new three-point rubric for
Conventions. Consideration was taken to anchor on previous ISAT Validation committee
decisions from previous ISAT assessments as a starting point for deliberations before
discussion began on assigning scores using the new rubric. Each participant scored each
response independently and through thorough, careful evaluation and discussion, a
consensus was formed on the new grade-level-specific scoring lines via key anchor
papers. These anchors were then used for scoring in the ISAT Writing fall Pilot in
November 2006 and also formed the basis for Conventions scoring in the ISAT Census
2007 Writing Validation Meeting in February 2007 in Springfield. At this meeting for
Features other than Conventions, previous committee decisions were extensively reviewed
from the 2004 and 2003 ISAT Writing assessments. In this way, the two -year lapse in
assessment was bridged such that consistent scoring lines were created and maintained
throughout the scoring of the ISAT 2007 Writing Assessment

Table 2. Scale score range for ISAT Writing 2007 that defines Performance Levels

Academic Below Meets Exceeds
Warning Standards Standards Standards
Grade 5 6-13 14-20 21-27 28-33
Grade 8 6-14 15-20 21-27 28-33




Reports for Local School Use

lllinois Student Report

The first page of the "lllinois Student Report" provides essential information concerning the
student's performance on the lllinois Standards Achievement Test. This page identifies the student,
school and district, and the grade and year for which the results are reported. The academic
performance level for the student is indicated by the relative length of the bar for the Writing
assessment.

Performance Levels

Student performance is classified into four performance levels. The score ranges for a
respective performance category vary by subject area. These score ranges are indicated
within the graph by vertical hatching [broken lines] and represent the range of scores
pertaining to each performance level: Exceeds Standards, Meets Standards, Below
Standards, and Academic Warning.

Scale Scores

The total scale score, derived wholly from the Individual Writing Feature scores, is listed
directly to the right of the bar in the graph. The score scale for ISAT Writing runs from 6, the
lowest score, to 33, the highest score. This scale score is placed on the performance level
grid to show into which performance category the student’s results fall.

Spring 2007 Results For:
JANE DOE

D: OOOCOC0C

ILLINOLS STANDARDS ACHIEVEMENT TEST [ISAT) Schnol: Any Elmentary 8

lllinois Student Report Distrct: Soma School Disrict
Grude 05 Wriiing Seheal Code! p00000000000001

This report provides specific information about the student's performance

an the Illincis Standards Achievement Test (ISAT) in Writing. The 1SAT is

only ong indication of how well students do in each suljact tested, It is For further information, visit the Tiinoks Stete
als0 important o consider how well Stutents are 00ing on class work, Board of Eoucation onling 2t www.isbe.net.
special projects, and assessments other than the ISAT,

C s o l\{-..l.

STATE SUPERINTERDENT
ILLINCIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Student's Scores and Performance Levels

In the chart below, you will se= the shudent's scale score and performance level in wriking, The performance level shows
hew the student performed in relation to the lincis Learning Standards.

Writing
The student’s scale score in wiiting is 24 which is at the Mests Standards performance bevel,

|
e ——

[ Jreys— Eakie Sundands Meeis Standards () Frcoeds Standards
&13 1420 21-27 6-33

About Performance Levels

® fczdemic Warning Below Standards Mests Standards ¥ Exceeds Standards
SUMENE W ST Student wrk demoratrates bask Stuslent wirk demananies Stadent work demonstratis
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Figure 1: lllinois Student Report, page 1.
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The second page of the lllinois Student Report includes information on how the scale score is
derived, a synopsis of the prompt[s] used in the assessment, and individual Feature scores, and
performance-level comparisons to school, district, and state results.

How the Scale Score is Derived
In the first paragraph, the formula for deriving the scale score for Writing is explained.

Prompt Synopsis
A synopsis of the prompt or prompts used is provided at the top of the graph of Feature
scores.

Feature Score Table

The individual Feature scores for the student are listed in BOLD in the first column on the
left in the table at the top of the page. A percentile comparison by Feature by school,
district, and state is provided in the table to the right of the student score.

Performance Level Comparison

At the bottom of the page, the student’s scale score and performance level are presented.
In addition, a percentile comparison of the student’s performance level is made at the
school, district, and state level.

More about the Writing score for JANE DOE
ISAT Writing Results
The table below shows how this sbadent parfomaed on the ISAT Winking assessment. Grade 5 students were asked bo write ane Expository
compasition that was scared for the following Features: Foous, Support, Organization, Conventions, and Integration.
The wwriting features are scored on a sic-point szale, with & being the highest, except for Conventions which is soored on a three poirt scale,
with 3 being the highest. The Integrakicn score is doubled. A score of 1, 2, or 3 {or 1 in Comventions) indicabes that the feakure is absert
or in the developing stages. A score of 4, 5, or & (2 or 3 in Conventions) indicates that the feature is basically, adecuatsly, or fully
developed, The scores are combined as follovws:
Focus + Support/Ekaboration + Organization + Conventions + Integration + Integration = Scale Score.
Expusitory Prompt Description
Students were askad o write an Expository composition about one person they
think is & good examgle of a role model.
Student Score O% of Responses for Each Score®
Score Range School District State
& o L o
5 TH 7% (228
Focus N
The darity with which a compasition 4 4 0 1% 12%
presents and sustaing a clear main idea = o i ¥
or point of view. 2 % 2% 2%
1 5% E L 2%
& 0% 1% 2%
5 0% 175 10%
Support/Elaboration 4 5% 350 oy
The degres w which the main paint o - s - ; .
position is supported and explained by - ’ "1"'“' e
specific detsils and ressons, 2 % i L
1 % 4% 2%
& [0 2% 2%
P 5 % 17% 1%
Crganization ; N i
The diarity with which the composition 4 4 iy iy =
presenits a clear structure or plan of 3 s 355 %
develspment and |ogically related idezs. 2 L L %
1 % L L
Conventions 3 = 455% e
The degrea o which standaed English is 3 2 % 535 7%
wzed, 1 5% “ e
& 0% 2% ko
Integration § 0% 17% 11%
An evaluation based on the 4 4 5% LY T
i:;(:v&l‘r&iS of the composition as a 3 0% 5 pren
) 2 0% 7% 5%
1 % a4 2%
Student Perf. Level Scale ©4a of Responses at sach Performance Level® R
Scale Score Score Range Schoal Diskrict State |
Peformiance Lavel Ewreeds  35- 33 % 155 11%
Student performance level in 2 4 Mezts -2 5% 3% 9%
comparison to the School, District, . ¥
and State. Below 14 - 20 S0 355 0%
Meets Standands o &-13 % 115 EL I
., ’
s P S e e——y * Pansanis may nol sum bo 352 dus %o roerding.

Figure 2: lllinois Student Report, page 2.
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School Roster for Writing
A separate report is provided to the school for each grade assessed in Writing.

Enrollment Status

The letter "S" indicates the student was enrolled in the school on or before May 1 of the
prior calendar year. The letter "D" indicates the student was enrolled in the district on or
before May 1 of the prior calendar year.

Performance Level

Student performance is classified at four levels: Academic Warning, Below Standards,
Meets Standards, and Exceeds Standards. This information is presented to the right of the
enrollment status.

Scale Scores

The student scale score is listed in a vertical column just to the right of the performance
level designation. The scale score is placed on the performance level gird to designate the
performance level.

Writing Feature Scores

The Writing Feature scores are presented in the table to the right of the scale score. The
highest possible score for each individual Feature is presented in the first line in BOLD at
the top of the table.

School Roster Schocl: Any Elementary Schoal
Hiineis Standards Achievement Test (ISAT) Dlatrkt: Some Schoal District
Grade 0F Writing - Spring 2007 School Code: 0000000000000

ISAT Writing Rubric Feature Scores

1w (o | Inkegration

=
wiml nl ol o |e|sppe Beerce

wiwl afe]w ooz
[ R R R T [ [ e

zlwlzlzle
n

5 o 06185 i " Wb T v e s bt 1 S st o HISL FaspaReny, o i bara Wy 1, 2007
2 prtareannce bresl duskgesbon s E = Easeds Slaradads W Veeeks Slasdeidi 6 - Belos Smndeis, We Adslaric Werig

e 8 S B s S ) i o 48 o Ak b g e i, S, 0
EREE——

[ ———— ENEEET

Figure 3: School Roster for Writing.
5



School Performance Profile for Writing

The School Performance Profile for Writing is a two-page document presenting a variety of
aggregate data elements summarizing the school performance on the ISAT Writing test. ISAT
provides a separate report for each grade and subject. The report for Writing includes a
participation summary, the percentage of students in ISAT performance levels, the percentage of
students meeting and exceeding standards, the average scale scores, performance by Writing
Feature, and performance by student group by performance level.

Grade and Subject
A separate report is provided to the school for each grade assessed in Writing.

Student Performance
Student performance is classified in four levels: Academic Warning, Below Standards,
Meets Standards, and Exceeds Standards in the bar graph on the right side of page one.

Meeting or Exceeding Standards
The bar graph on the left side of page one presents the percent of students in the school,
the district, and the state at or above the "Meets Standards” performance level.

Average Scale Score
Average scale scores for the school, district, and state level are compared in the table
below the Meeting/Exceeding bar graph.

The School ) Grade 05 Writing
PErformanE PerIle Schoal: Any Elementary Schoal

a Distice: Some School District
IMinols Standards Achievement Tast (ISAT) Schnal Code: 0000000000001

IZAT measures Individual sludent achlevement ralative io the Ilincls Leaming
Standards. This report provides summary results for the school for this particular
grade and subject

QOverall Results

Number of Scores

School  District  State

Soores 83 317 137,217

Percant of Students Scorss Percant of Student Scores schaed
Maeting or Excasding Standards In Performance Levels® District

100 [ state

Bebnal Chwnia Sate Parfermanes  Arsdermic Wamirg Sew Sbodank oo Slareds  Eaceoh Swleds
Ll Sealn &1 (e iz e
Seare aape

Average Scale Scores™

School  District  State

an e 10 dus 8 prendiag.
szores doant detenrine & szkocls re dskists perfznrance oe accrapatibey prassc

Figure 4: School Performance Profile, page 1.
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The second page of the School Performance Profile provides two reporting elements. The school
performance by Writing Feature is compared to district and state performance. Also, the
performance of key groups in the student population by performance level is listed for the school.

Percent at Score Point by Writing Feature
The table at the top of page two shows the percent of students in the school, district, or
state whose scores were at each score point for each Writing Rubric Feature.

Performance by Student Group

Key data reporting populations are used to identify groups of students in the school for
which the number of students and percent of students in each particular performance level
are reported, as well as the percent meeting and exceeding standards.

The Scheool Peformance Profile Grade 05 Writing ISAT
Schoal: Any Elementary Schoal st Some School District Page 2ol 2

Performance on ISAT Writing Rubric Features

Thes tadthe bebewy shows how studebs performed on eich of the fiee IS8T Wrking rulbiic Features. Each student composition was sconsd on the Tolewing
Features: Facus, SuppityElbaration, Crganization, Canventions, and Integiaton.

B Featuiriss, except Conventions, aie scoral on a 6 polat sk, with 6 being the highest soe. Convertion is scomd on a 3 paint soik, with 3 being the

highest scoee.
W of student scores al each scone poinl®
L] 5 4 3 2 i
Fetus s N . MUY ... BN . SN . N . W .. 2
[Disdrict e ] Ti% 1% % % %
e @ m Lwm @ 1w (%
Suppet Schaal ] 1% T 5% 5% [
Taw B k&% 1
swe e w3 o me %
g fesiin s .. NN . N . NN - WU ... B . N . I
Diirict 1% L) kL] e LE) 3%
Sk Tae w3 wik we 3%
Conventions Schaal 5% 7% %
. B N3
Shate i A% P
Taing it Scwad W& ___ % % TR W M
Disrick 5% L] I 0% ) %
swe  am | i W ww | ®m %

* Peroentic may rot cum io 100 dae B rounding.

Performance by Student Group

Srndiat . Scale
Gronp Sizs ' Ferzaniags of Sindents in sack Facformancs Level Srars
Harsher of W Mees O Academic  Below b Eusteds
Hoores Excends Stadard Wusing  Sundnk Shadik  Sundds Avenige
Orverview B3 41 5 35 37 2 08
Ml 42 4o [ 10 51 40 a 202
Female 41 REY ) —| ] &1 34 5 11
American indian or = - —
Aiaskan Hatne
kalan # Pacific lslander - -
Black or AfTican &merican - - -
Hispanic = =
white 74 I ] b] 55 36 3 103
Mailtiracial f Ethnic - - -
Low Income 17 B — § 71 24 ] 108
Hon-Low Income: 56 [T — 3 2 41 3 e
LEP - - -
Hon-LEP B3 i — 5 55 37 2 0.5
IEF 16 ] — 12 &3 18 a 1283
Hon-IEP &7 [H. — 1 H G 3 n1
T il | i=:2hcaim sl 1or 6 braor Tes 10 65206 razorled n 1 Tt Lok Surrbar of Sabs] seons miy nol gquel he Sel eveiranl 158 surrber
Ui calegery. B feoals wi gt k2 potec T o Zensal 1y of o wcadu Sosm el 1Sl e WLt whic S IMAGE | 188 of who e abaer
tamia ks 2 PmastS Py S5l 6 1 100 o 16 Aausding

e L W et L0 v v ol o] i g o o o o s, s e
irriaing vk O U Mol b Aol vlemd €0 D Al agharmred

Figure 5: School Performance Profile, page 2.



District Performance Profile for Writing

The District Performance Profile for Writing is a two-page document presenting a variety of
aggregate data elements summarizing the district performance on the ISAT tests. ISAT provides a
separate report for each grade and subject. The report for Writing includes a participation
summary, the percentage of students in ISAT performance levels, the percentage of students
meeting and exceeding standards, the average scale scores, performance by Writing Feature, and
performance by student group by performance level.

Grade and Subject
A separate report is provided to the district for each grade assessed in Writing.

Student Performance
Student performance is classified in four levels: Academic Warning, Below Standards,
Meets Standards, and Exceeds Standards in the bar graph on the right side of page one.

Meeting or Exceeding Standards
The bar graph on the left side of page one presents the percentage of students in the
district and state at or above the “Meets Standards” performance level.

Average Scale Score
Average scale scores for the district and state level are compared in the table below the
Meeting/Exceeding bar graph.

Grade 05 Writing

District: Samse Schosl District
Hlinoks Standards Achieverment Test (ISAT) District Code: COOC0O000000001

ISAT measures Indlvigual stugent achievement relative to the lingls Laaming
Standards. This report proviges summary for the distict for this particular grade
and sublect These results are reported by standards and student groups.

Overall Results

Number of Scores

District  State

Soore: 36 137217

Parcent of Studants Scores Parcent of Student Scorss
Meating or Exceading Standards In Performance Levela*

100 00
56 =
= o1 AR e
7 9 10 i
o 0

Iiskizt Sl Baformsace  AcubmecWoemmp el Slabeds Mook Sbednb  Sroesds Sk
Loval Sesls [ [re a1z 3
Sezra Haees

Average Scale Scores™

District  State

Soore: ILE 1

Nates ® Percerds oy nekan bn 108 des 42 roending
** ke sroamage acals szcoem deand delenriee  szbnola or diakisfh pevianrancs (e prcomtakibly rapmes

Figure 6: District Performance Profile, page 1.
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The second page of the District Performance Profile provides two reporting elements: The district
performance by Writing Feature compared to state performance and the performance of key
groups in the student population as reported in a table.

Percent at Score Point by Writing Feature
The table at the top of page two shows the percent of students in the district and state
whose scores were at each score point for each Writing Rubric Feature.

Performance by Student Group

Key data reporting population are used to identify groups of students in the district for which
the number of students and percent of students in each particular performance level are
reported, as well as the percent meeting or exceeding Standards.

The District Peformance Profile Grade 05 Writing I1SAT
District: Same School District Page 2 of 2

Performance on I5SAT Writing Rubric Features

The table bebow shows how students performed on each of the five ISAT Writing rubric Features. Each student composition was scored on
the: following Features: Foous, Support/Saboration, Organization, Comventions, and Integration.

Al Festures, sscept Conventicns, are scored on 2 & point scale, with & being the highest score. Conwentions is scored on a3 point scals,
witth 3 being the Righest soore.

Percent of student scores at each score point*

& § 4 3 F4 1

Fecus Diskrict 7o ¥R 12% 8% 1% 1%
e ew eew iz s 1%

Support fElaboration Districk 20 9% Ia 434, L 25
Sate Thew o wew avw W 7

Crganization Cistrict 20 100, 1% I b 2%
S FW 1@ 35w 4iW 8w 2w
Conventions U . S .S - . S

Sate i 7% e

Integration Diskrict 2% 11% 2% 5% 55 2%
e 3% 1% me. 40w 0% 2%

* Perosnic may nof sum io 100 due to rounding.

Performance by Student Group

Srzdent . Ezale
Groop Siss'  Fercencage of Sendest: in sach Farformance Lol Zrore
Hussber of . Bdsers O Academic Below Mzers Excends
Seanes Excesds Standards Werng  Stmdard Susdeds Susdeds Average
Overview 36 B ) —| 7 37 48 10 1.3
sale 1&2 ] 10 44 3B T 0.3
Female 154 ;I 3 30 35 12 226
American Irclian or - - - -— -— -
alaskan Natllyz
Astan £ Pacthic islander - — - — — — -
Black or African American 10 sol ] 10 an 0 2] 0.0
Hispanic 215 s | 1 3 45 13 218
White 4 so ] 10 40 45 3 0.7
Mudtiracial § Ethnic - - --- - = = -
Law Income 106 Bl .| 7 36 48 - 14
HarrLow Incame 10 s> ] 1 ig 43 12 217
LEP 13 ] 13 3l 4§ £ 0.2
Hor-LEF 303 s ] 6 38 45 10 21E
IEP 41 bl 17 e 24 e 184
Har-IER 275 so N 3 33 42 11 22.0
T dmsh |- i Tl Sorm s braor Ties 10 soctes g eried in 1 Tha hok) sureber of studen sesos iy e sguel B sl see et The soeber
1 cabagory. B il e smzond o probect T axrdentel 1 of ] oo doan S0 ISchide SLaeeh ahc ek IMAGE. 183, oF Wi e e
Lo shidmrs 2 Parcashs fey nol sum ke 00D doe ke rousding,

Thie i ks B ST i w3 g, o o i, i, s
nnnnn pierr i Pl b e e P el g

Figure 7: District Performance Profile, page 2.
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District Roster - By School for Writing

The district roster reports the results for all grades assessed in Writing in the school. The reported
data elements include school name, grade[s] assessed, number of scores, performance-level
percentages, and scale score averages.

Llinoiz Standards Achievernent Test [ 1SAT) District: Some School Dlstrict
wnting - Sprimg Q007 Cistrict Code: 100000000 G000
Group Size Percent in Lach Performance Lewvel*
PRl e R L SRS
Meets or Seale
Kumber of Academic Eezhovw Meefs Excends Evcends Soore
Soanes waming Standands Srandards Standards  Standards BvErage
A B Elementary Schiool
1000000000001
Grade o5 L 23 34 34 g5 | 140
Amvptown School
1000000000002
Grade o5 A 12 53 11 s | ms
Evarytown Schaol
1000000000003
Grade 08 185 | 4 1% 52 13 | 1o
Some Elemantany School
1000000000004
Grade 05 o | o 4 41 8 # | w7
LTSS (SR P S T | ey -
The T N T R TS T T R = TP = | ) S PTSY PR i PSSP PO S ey [ P
Fremimmpobmem s S 18 " Momsremed b AJabe chemesds O 150 SHe Ad gl rrme rml w1 sET

Figure 8: District Roster-By School Report
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Tables of ISAT Writing Performance Levels

Table 3. Percent of Student Scores Falling into Each ISAT Performance Level

Writing

Academic Below Meets Exceeds Meets +

Grade 5 Warning Standards Standards Standards Exceeds
2000 3 26 57 14 71
2001 4 27 58 12 70
2002 6 35 54 5 59
2003 6 29 61 4 65
2004 4 26 66 4 70
2007 10 40 39 11 50

Academic Below Meets Exceeds Meets +

Grade 8 Warning Standards Standards Standards Exceeds
2000 3 27 59 11 70
2001 6 32 55 7 62
2002 5 32 57 5 62
2003 6 35 55 4 59
2004 5 32 59 5 66
2007 6 31 54 9 63

100%

90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Figure 9: Bar Graph of ISAT 2007 Writing by Performance level.
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