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Today’s Session

• What is The Lexile Framework for Reading?
• Lexile measures for readers
• Lexile measures for texts

• How can the Lexile Framework and Lexile measures be used?
• to monitor progress toward goals of CCR

• to better understand the relationship between student ability and 
text complexity and find “just right” texts for students

• Free tools and research-based resources for utilizing Lexile 
measures
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The Lexile® Framework for 
Reading 

Where are you receiving the measures?



• An educational tool that links 
reading material and readers 
under a common metric – the 
Lexile measure.

• Measures the complexity of 
reading material

• Measures the reading skill 
of individual readers
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First…

The Lexile Framework for Reading



Over 35 million students 
are receiving Lexile

measures in all 50 states.
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The Big Picture…



Students in 

Grades 3-8, 

ELA and Mathematics
will receive a 

Lexile and Quantile 
student measure
to indicate ability

Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR)



This was made possible 
through the

research 
that was done to link the 

Lexile and Quantile 
Scales 
to the 

IAR Reading and Math 
Scales



   In the works…

MetaMetrics 

will be working closely with the

 Illinois State Board of Education 
  

to create webpages on
https://www.isbe.net/

to provide 
extensive information about the 

Lexile and Quantile student measures 
for educators and parents to access!

https://www.isbe.net/


Students can also receive LEXILE student measures 
from numerous partner products

Over 65 popular reading assessments & programs, as well as over 20 state 
assessments, report Lexile measures.



Lexile Measures Empower…
Teachers: 

• Differentiate instruction
• Match text to student abilities for both 

independent work and scaffolded 
instruction

Students: 
• Find books and other texts that match 

their unique interests and abilities
• Monitor and celebrate growth

Families: 
• Participate in their child’s learning by 

targeting reading materials at the “just 
right” level of challenge
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Two types of 
Lexile measures

THE LEXILE SCALE…



Text complexity and Student reading ability on the same scale

A student’s 
Lexile 
measure 
is her 
reading ability 
level.
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A text’s 
Lexile 

measure 
is its 

reading 
complexity

.

770L

Lexile measures match text and 
readers on the same scale.

LEXILE TEXT 
MEASURE

770L

LEXILE READER 
MEASURE



The Lexile Scale
• Lexile measures typically 

range from below 200L for 
beginning readers to above 
1700L for advanced 
readers.

• Text below 200L represents 
beginning-reading material. 
Text with a Lexile measure 
of 0L or below is coded BR, 
signifying ‘Beginning 
Reading’. 

• Text with a 650L and lower 
have Early Reader 
Indicators



The Lexile Framework for Reading  

BR180L
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The Lexile Framework for Reading  

150L



The Lexile Framework for Reading  

550L



940L

The Lexile Framework for Reading  



1420L

The Lexile Framework for Reading  
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Two types of 
Lexile measures

THE LEXILE METRIC…



Text complexity and Student reading ability on the same scale

A student’s 
Lexile 
measure 
is her 
reading ability 
level.
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A text’s 
Lexile 

measure 
is its 

reading 
complexity

.

770L

Lexile measures match text and 
readers on the same scale.

LEXILE TEXT 
MEASURE

770L

LEXILE READER 
MEASURE
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What does the 
Lexile text 
measure mean?

TEXT CHARACTERISTICS…



Text Characteristics that Influence Complexity

   Syntactic Complexity
• The number of words per 

         sentence
• Longer sentences are more 

         complex and require more 
         short-term memory 
         to process

   Semantic Difficulty
• The frequency with which words appear in 

MetaMetrics’ Corpus of written text 
(which currently contains over 1.4 billion words)

• Less familiar words impede reading fluency and 
affect comprehension
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Limitations of Lexile Text Measures 
Reader Characteristics

• Interest and Motivation

• Background Knowledge

• Reading Context and 
Purpose

        Text Characteristics

• Age Appropriateness of Content

• Text Support 

• Text Quality

What Lexiles 
don’t 

address!

Lexiles only measure text readability, so input from readers, parents, 
teachers, and librarians is always necessary.

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?z=y&EAN=9780316769174&itm=3
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780316769174&z=y
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780316769174&z=y
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All three elements
are equal and 

should be 
considered when 
determining text 

complexity 
and 

appropriateness. (Lexile text measures)



26

What does the Lexile 
reader measure 
indicate? 

FORECASTING COMPREHENSION…



John’s Lexile  
reported on an 
assessment is 

940L
Lexile Range: 

840L-990L

Reader Level

Text Readability
The Old Man 
and the Sea 

has a 
Lexile text measure of  

940L

= 75% 
Comprehension

(Independent reading 
measure of a student



Why 75% Comprehension?
Years of MM research 
suggests that at 75%…

A reader can: 
• have a successful reading experience without frustration or boredom;
• achieve “functional comprehension” of the text; and
• be sufficiently challenged (by vocabulary and syntax) to improve.

“75% is the “right amount of challenge” 



Why an Independent Reading Measure?
Educators can:
• Frontload schema before starting a unit of study in all areas of the 

curriculum
• Introduce as well as deepen understanding of concepts
• Create cooperative learning experiences for all learners
• Give students access to the curriculum you are mandated to teach
• Enable learners to take ownership of acquiring knowledge

“Tell me and I forget, show me and I remember, 
involve me and I understand.”



Building Reading Skill through Instruction

To grow our readers and 
their skills in the classroom,
we need to consider…
• The ability of the reader

• The complexity of the text

• The instructional scaffolding that may be needed for 

any pairing of a particular reader with a particular text
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Making the 
Lexile Data Point 
Actionable

IMPLICATIONS FOR INSTRUCTION…



Many Localities Provide 
Free Access to

Resources Already Assigned 
a Lexile measure of 

Text Complexity



Virtual Library:

Sample of 
Middle School
EBSCO
resources  
 



Example of search results in EBSCO/Explora:



Online Periodical Resources = Targeted Text

Using your periodical database, you can find short articles to print 
out or save in digital format for any areas of the curriculum.

Photosynthesis:
Changing Colors (650L)
Chemistry is Illuminating! (790L)
Turn Over a New Leaf (830L)
Response of a Deciduous Forest to the Mount Pinatubo Eruption: 
Enhanced Photosynthesis (920L)
Losing the green (970L)
Life's greatest inventions: Photosynthesis (1090L)
The Photosynthesis "Oxygen Clock" Gets a New Number (1120L)
Human Appropriation of Photosynthesis Products (1230L)
Molecular Evidence for the Early Evolution of Photosynthesis (1380L)
Antioxidants in Photosynthesis and Human Nutrition (1420L)
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650L
article
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1420L
article
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Virtual Library continued:

Sample of 
Gale Resources  

 



Example of search 
results in Gale on:

1220L

870L

930L

1330L



Online Periodical Resources = Targeted Text

Using your periodical database, you can find short articles to print 
out or save in digital format for any areas of the curriculum.

Business Cycles:
• Historic Oil Bust Delivers A Gut Punch To 1 High-Flying Texas County (870L)
• To Survive The Bust Cycle, Farmers Go Back To Business-School Basics (930L)
• How 'long economic waves' could save capitalism (990L)
• Could 'boom and bust' cycles now be a thing of the past? (1090L)
• A global view can make you a smarter investor (1100L)
• The business cycle ain't dead yet (1110L)
• Value investing is on the comeback trail after a decade in the wilderness (1200L)
• AFTER THE BOOM (1250L)
• Recession (1330L)
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870L
article
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1330L
article



Other resources that provide text assigned a Lexile 
measure FREE:
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Smithsonian TweenTribune: www.tweentribune.com

ReadWorks: www.readworks.org

ReadingVine: www.readingvine.com

COMMONLIT: www.commonlit.org/en

newsela: newsela.com*

Matt will chat everyone the links.

https://www.tweentribune.com/
https://www.readworks.org/
https://www.readingvine.com/
https://www.commonlit.org/en
https://newsela.com/


Using “targeted text” helps to nurture
Reading Growth and enable educators to Differentiate instruction 

in all subject areas.



Frontload 
Schema



Articles can be 
used to

compare concepts
across all 

content areas



Using articles 
that students 

can read 
independently 

enables them to 
make 

inferences in all 
content areas



HOW DOES THE LEXILE 
READER MEASURE INFORM 
READINESS? 

COLLEGE AND CAREER TEXT…
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What 
our 

research 
tells 
us…



Career Cluster Lexile Range

Agriculture/Natural Resources 1270L—1510L

Architecture/Construction 1210L—1340L

Business and Administration 1210L—1310L

Education and Training 1320L—1370L

Health Science 1260L—1300L

Hospitality and Tourism 1230L—1260L

Human Services 1050L—1200L

Law and Public Safety 1420L—1740L

Manufacturing 1200L—1310L

Retail/Wholesale Sales/Service 1180L—1270L

Scientific Research/Engineering 1190L—1250L

Entry-Level Occupational Reading Materials
(Source: Daggett)



Top 10 jobs for Millennials
JOB
Title

Median Text 
demand of 
materials:

Aerospace Manufacturing 1485L
Post-secondary educators
(Bio Sci doctorial degree) 1480L

Accountant and Auditors 1360L
Services sales representatives 1130L

First-line supervisors of various trades 1255L
Heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers 1130L

Secondary School teachers 1255L
Wholesale and manufacturing sales 

representatives 1385L

Construction managers 1350L
Plumbers, steamfitters, and pipefitters 1130L 51

Lee, A (2019, October 28). 
The 20 Most In-Demand 
Jobs Headed into 2020 
Jobs. Money INC. 
https://moneyinc.com/most
-in-demand-jobs-heading-i
nto-2020/



The Value and Utility of The Lexile Framework

1. Target instruction to students’ abilities
• Forecasting comprehension
• Altering instructional planning and scaffolding 

2. Promote growth and progress monitoring of students 
• Toward overarching goals of college and career 

readiness

3. Communicate student achievement more effectively 
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Tovani, Cris. Do I Have to Really Teach Reading? Content Comprehension, 
grades 6-12. Portland, Maine: Stenhouse Publishers, 2004, p.  40

“I have no intention of lowering 
standards of rigor, regardless of 
students’ ability level. 

My intention is to give students 
something to read that is worthy of 
their time, something they 
actually have the potential to 
understand-and maybe even 
finding a piece of text that will turn 
the kids onto the content.”
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The Lexile and Quantile Hub
Hub.Lexile.com

Where are the tools?



The Lexile & Quantile Hub! 
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https://hub.lexile.com/

https://hub.lexile.com/


https://hub.lexile.com/registration
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The Lexile & Quantile Hub! 
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https://hub.lexile.com/

https://hub.lexile.com/


Key Takeaways
With Lexile measures, we can…

1. Gauge the degree of challenge between the ability of 
individual students and the difficulty of text.

2. Access free tools and resources to connect students with 
more than 100 million articles, books, websites, and other 
texts.

3. Take a longitudinal view of student growth toward our 
goals of college and career readiness.

4. Communicate more effectively with parents and our 
communities about children’s learning and progress.
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Questions?

Feel free to contact us with questions outside of 
our office hours:

Jscott@lexile.com,
Mcopeland@lexile.com,

Dbarnes@lexile.com
 

Join us for Office Hours

Each Monday: 3:00PM--5:00PM Eastern Time
Join with this Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/95027749445

 
Each Friday: 11:00AM--1:00PM Eastern Time

Join with this Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/92206409606
 

These are come and go events! Please join at your convenience!

We will be online to answer your questions!

mailto:Jscott@lexile.com
mailto:Mcopeland@lexile.com
mailto:Dbarnes@lexile.com
https://zoom.us/j/95027749445
https://zoom.us/j/92206409606


Please do not hesitate to join us again:

• October 5, 2021 at 4:30PM for this same session on the Lexile 
Framework for Reading

• October 19, 2021 at 10:00 AM & again at 4:30PM for our two 
sessions on the Quantile Framework for Mathematics.

• October 26, 2021 10:00 AM & again at 4:30PM for our two 
sessions on the Lexile and Quantile Hub.
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METAMETRICS, INC.

1000 Park Forty Plaza Drive
Suite 120 
Durham, North Carolina 27713
+1.919.547.3400

LEARN MORE
For more information, visit: 
MetaMetricsInc.com
Lexile.com
Quantiles.com
Lexile.Global

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

TWITTER
@MetaMetrics_Inc
@Lexile_Quantile

FACEBOOK
@LexileFramework @QuantileFramework

INSTAGRAM
www.instagram.com/lexile_quantile/

LINKEDIN
www.linkedin.com/company/metametrics-inc-

Connect With Us
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