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Instructions to Apply for the 
Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Program 

School Year 2025-2026 

 

 

The Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program is a federally assisted program providing free fresh fruits 
and vegetables to children at eligible elementary schools during the school day. The goal of FFVP is 
to introduce children to fresh fruits and vegetables, to include new and different varieties, and to 
increase overall acceptance and consumption of fresh, unprocessed produce among children. 
FFVP also encourages healthier school environments by promoting nutrition education. 

 

School Year 2025-2026 FFVP applications must be completed no later than May 9, 2025, for 
consideration. Sponsors will be notified whether their schools are selected for the program 
and, if selected, should be prepared to begin operating FFVP at the start of school year 2025-
2026. 

Eligible schools are those with a free and reduced-price eligibility percentage of 50% or 
greater, serving any grades 8 or below, that participate in the National School Lunch Program 
(NSLP). 

Of schools that apply, selection for participation in FFVP is based on priority given to 
elementary schools with the highest free and reduced-price eligibility percentage. Schools 
having the same free and reduced-price eligibility percentage are ranked from lowest to 
highest enrollment to allow the maximum number of schools to be allocated funding. 

Additional information can be found on ISBE’s Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program webpage. 
Questions about the program or the application can be directed to Emily Durbin at 
edurbin@isbe.net or (217) 782-2491. 

  

https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/FFVPFactSheet.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Fresh-Fruit-and-Vegetable-Program.aspx
mailto:edurbin@isbe.net
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Log in to WINS: 

Go to Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) webpage www.isbe.net, locate ‘System Quick Links’ at the top 
of the screen. The drop-down data systems will appear, click on ‘IWAS: ISBE Web Application Security’ 

 

 
 

Enter your login and password and LOG IN. Click on System Listing and select WINS 
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Access the FFVP Application from your School Nutrition Programs 
program year 2025 application in the Sponsor Tasks tab: 

After logging in to WINS, locate the FFVP Application under the Sponsor Tasks tab.  
Click the ‘FFVP Application’ link. 

 

 

 

Click the ‘Apply for FFPV’ link to create an FFVP application for Program Year 2026. 
 

If you already have an application but need to make changes or updates, you will see a paper icon in the 
View App column – click the icon to get back into the application. 
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The first screen of the application provides an overview of the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable 
Program and includes fields to provide contact information for the FFVP Coordinator and an 

optional secondary contact. You must complete all required fields, then click the ‘Next’ button 
to proceed to the Requirements screen. Clicking ‘Next’ will save all information entered and 
take you to the next screen. If there is already information in the fields, you can update by 

typing in the new information and clicking ‘Next.’ 

Do not include punctuation or hyphens in the name fields. 
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The Requirements screen provides a summary of the program requirements for FFVP. 
More detailed information on the program requirements can be found in the USDA’s 

FFVP Handbook for Schools. Applicants must indicate they have reviewed and agree to 
the program requirements by clicking the ‘Agree’ button at the bottom of the screen. 

 

 

 
  

https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/handbook.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/handbook.pdf
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The Implementation Plan screen allows you to select eligible schools to include in the FFVP 
application. Each school that applies must have an Implementation Plan associated with it. Select one 

or more schools in the school selection grid by checking the box(es) in the left column. Responses 
that are selected in the fields that follow will be applied to all schools which are selected. You may 
repeat this process as many times as needed to provide individualized responses for each school. 

 

 
 

Note:  
If there is a school for which you are applying that serves grades 8 or below, but also 
includes students in any grade 9-12, you must enter the total number of enrolled 
students in grades 9-12. Students in grades 9-12 are not eligible for participation in 
FFVP and do not count toward FFVP enrollment.   

 
 
 

Schools should plan a weekly serving schedule for each school for which they are applying. 
Indicate the days you intend to serve. This should be the plan for a typical week, while 

understanding that there is flexibility to adjust these days during weeks with holidays, special 
events, or scheduled days off that would otherwise interfere with normal FFVP service. Schools 

must serve a minimum of two days per week outside of the regular meal periods. 
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Schools should identify key personnel who will be responsible for administration and 
operation of FFVP at each site. Selections can be made for one or more person(s) 

responsible for each task. Once all selections are made, click the submit button for at the 
bottom of the screen. This will save all responses and apply them to the selected sites. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clicking ‘Submit’ will save the 
selected answers to each school 
that was selected above. If more 
than one school is selected at a 
time, answers will be applied to 

all schools selected.  
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After submitting, you will see a checkmark in the ‘Application Saved’ column for each 
school that was selected. This indicates that those schools have been added to your FFVP 

application. Once you have added all the schools that wish to apply, your application is 
complete. You may continue to update, add, change, or delete any of the school’s 

information until the FFVP application window closes. Once the application window 
closes, only schools that have a saved application will be considered for participation in 

the program. 
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