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• Text Complexity on the SAT® Suite of Assessments

• Skill Progression 

• SAT® Suite Question Bank

• Instructional Strategies for the Reading and Writing and 
Language Tests 

Here’s what we’ll cover today: 

Agenda
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The College Board has concluded that students must be able to

• read, analyze, and use reasoning to comprehend challenging literary and 

informational texts, including texts about science and history/social studies 

topics, to demonstrate and expand their knowledge and understanding; 

• revise and edit extended texts across a range of academic and career-

related subjects for expression of ideas and show facility with a core set of 

grammar, usage, and punctuation conventions; 

• show command of a focused but powerful set of knowledge, skills, and 

understandings in math and solve problems situated in science, social 

studies, and career-related contexts; 

• make careful and deliberate use of evidence as they read and write; 

• demonstrate skill in analyzing data, including data represented graphically in 

tables, graphs, charts, and the like, in reading, writing, and math contexts; 

and 

• reveal an understanding of words in context and how word choice helps 

shape meaning and tone. 

Essential Prerequisites 

for College and Career 

Readiness 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/redesigned-sat-k12-

teacher-implementation-guide.pdf

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/redesigned-sat-k12-teacher-implementation-guide.pdf


4

The Evidence-Based Reading and Writing Section of the SAT comprises the 

Reading Test and the Writing and Language Test. 

Key elements of both tests include the following: 

• the use of a specified range of text complexity aligned to college and career 

readiness levels of reading

• an emphasis on source analysis and use of evidence

• the inclusion of data and informational graphics, which students must 

analyze in conjunction with text

• a focus on words in context and word choice for rhetorical effect 

• attention to a core set of important English language conventions and to 

effective written expression

• the requirement that students work with texts across a wide range of 

disciplines

Evidence-Based Reading 

and Writing Section

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/redesigned-sat-k12-

teacher-implementation-guide.pdf

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/redesigned-sat-k12-teacher-implementation-guide.pdf
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Resources about Text Complexity 

Teacher Implementation 

Guide
Skills Insight

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/sat-psat.aspx

Test Specifications 

for the SAT

The SAT Suite and Classroom 

Practice: English Language 
Arts/Literacy

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/educators/k-12/teacher-implementation-guide
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/skills-insight-sat-suite.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/sat-psat.aspx
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/test-specifications-redesigned-sat-1.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/sat-suite-classroom-practice-english-language-arts-literacy.pdf
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The Curriculum Review Worksheets are designed to help teachers  

• understand many of the skills and knowledge that are assessed on the PSAT™ 8/9,  

PSAT™ 10, and SAT®;

• review student performance; 

• identify skills and knowledge that need additional instruction and support; and 

• develop a plan for implementation. 

The Curriculum Review Worksheets contain sets of tables addressing most of the skills and 
knowledge assessed on the PSAT™ 8/9,  PSAT™ 10, and SAT® (Reading, Writing and 
Language, and Math Tests). 

Each table includes a description of a skill or knowledge and provides a structure to guide 
educators to evaluate the placement of that skill or knowledge within the curriculum.

To request the full version of the curriculum worksheets for Reading, Writing and Language, 
and Math, please email ILSAT@collegeboard.org. 

Curriculum Review Worksheets
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/sat-psat.aspx

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/sat-psat.aspx


Text Complexity, Complex 

Text, and Grade-Level 

Complex Text on the SAT®

Suite of Assessments
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Text complexity refers to the inherent difficulty (or ease) of text distinct from reader and 
task considerations. 

Aspects of text contributing to text complexity (or ease) include the following: 

• both word- and sentence-level factors

• text structure

• density of information and ideas

• demands on the reader’s knowledge 

Text complexity conceived this way can be measured quantitatively and qualitatively. 

Students taking the Reading Test and the Writing and Language Test are presented with 
passages of a consistent range of text complexity as measured quantitatively and 
qualitatively. 

• The SAT versions of the tests contain passages in the grades 9–10, grades 11–CCR 
(college and career readiness), and early postsecondary text complexity bands. 

• The PSAT™10 contains passages in the grades 9–10 and grades 11–CCR bands. 

• The PSAT™8/9 includes passages in the upper end of the grades 6–8 band as well 
as passages in the grades 9–10 band. 

• The SAT Essay includes passages in the high school (grades 9–12) text complexity 
range.

Text Complexity
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• Complex text means a level of complexity typically assigned to students 

as part of coursework in common entry-level, credit-bearing courses in 

college and workforce training programs. 

• As defined by college and career readiness standards, students must be 

able to read complex text proficiently and independently by no later than 

the end of high school in order to be ready for the kinds of texts they’ll 

encounter in postsecondary education. 

• In other words, by no later than high school graduation, students must be 

able to read and comprehend text at the college and career readiness 

level with little or no scaffolding and support.

Complex Text 
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• Grade-level complex text is material that’s appropriately challenging 

relative to students’ level of schooling. 

• We can think of grade-level complex text as steps on the journey to the 

destination of complex text. 

• In this conception, in order for students to reach college and career 

readiness proficiency in reading—that is, have the ability to read complex 

text independently—by the end of high school, they need to be asked to 

read appropriately challenging texts—that is, grade-level complex texts—

all along the path of K–12 education. 

Grade-Level 

Complex Text
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Definitions

Text Complexity Complex Text Grade-Level Complex 

Text

Text complexity refers to 

the inherent difficulty (or 

ease) of text distinct from 

reader and task 

considerations. 

Complex text means a 

level of complexity 

typically assigned to 

students as part of course 

work in common entry-

level, credit-bearing 

courses in college and 

workforce training 

programs. 

Grade-level complex text 

is material that’s 

appropriately challenging 

relative to students’ level 

of schooling. 

The SAT Suite and Classroom Practice: English Language Arts/Literacy

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/sat-suite-classroom-practice-english-language-arts-literacy.pdf


Text Complexity
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Evidence indicates that students’ developed 

ability to comprehend complex text is 

strongly associated with college and career 

readiness and success.

Students taking the SAT see a consistent 

range of moderately challenging, complex, 

and highly complex texts, with the main 

focus on texts at the complex level.

Curriculum Review Worksheets



14

Text Complexity Levels

• A

Moderately Challenging Complex Highly Complex

A passage (or passage 

pair) that likely poses some 

challenge for college- and 

career-ready students; 

typically associated with 

grades 9–10 texts

A passage (or passage 

pair) that likely poses a 

challenge for college- and 

career-ready students; 

typically associated with 

grades 11–12 texts

A passage (or passage 

pair) that poses a 

significant challenge for 

college- and career-ready 

students; typically 

associated with texts found 

in college-entry, credit-

bearing courses 
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Moderately Challenging Text
A passage (or passage pair) that likely poses some challenge for college- and career-
ready students; typically associated with grades 9–10 texts. 

Such texts commonly feature some or many of the following: 
• A single, relatively straightforward purpose (informational text); one or possibly 

multiple levels of meaning (literary text), the understanding of which is useful to 
full comprehension 

• Relatively subtle central ideas or themes either explicitly stated or relatively easy to 
infer 

• Moderately challenging information, ideas, and relationships either explicitly stated or 
relatively easy to infer 

• Experiences and ideas sometimes unfamiliar to high school audiences 
• Possible abstract or theoretical concepts 
• Moderate information density; information conveyed at a fairly rapid pace 
• Relatively straightforward text structure 
• Moderately challenging syntax, including some complex sentences 
• Somewhat elevated diction that is to a certain extent distinct from everyday language 
• Moderate vocabulary demands 
• Moderate to moderately high demands on students’ knowledge of the world, culture, 

and/or subject matter 
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Complex Text
A passage (or passage pair) that likely poses a challenge for college-
and career-ready students; typically associated with grades 11–12 texts. 

Such texts commonly feature some or many of the following: 
• One or more relatively subtle or complex purposes 

(informational text); multiple levels of meaning (literary text), the 
understanding of which is important to full comprehension 

• Relatively subtle or complex central ideas or themes either explicitly 
stated or relatively challenging to infer 

• Challenging information, ideas, and relationships often implicit and 
relatively challenging to infer 

• Experiences or ideas often unfamiliar to high school audiences 
• Likely abstract or theoretical concepts 
• Moderately high to high information density; information conveyed at 

a fairly rapid to rapid pace 
• Relatively intricate or complex text structure 
• Challenging syntax, including many complex sentences 
• Elevated diction that is distinct from everyday language 
• Moderately high vocabulary demands 
• Moderately high to high demands on students’ knowledge of the 

world, culture, and/or subject matter 
• Possibly some important connections to other texts (e.g., allusions or 

references to prior studies) 
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Highly Complex Text
A passage (or passage pair) that poses a significant challenge for college- and career-
ready students; typically associated with texts found in college-entry, credit-bearing 
courses. 

Such texts commonly feature some or many of the following: 
• Multiple subtle or complex purposes (informational text); multiple levels of 

meaning (literary text), an understanding of which is necessary for full 
comprehension 

• Subtle or complex central ideas or themes either explicitly stated or challenging to 
infer 

• Highly challenging information, ideas, and relationships frequently implicit and 
challenging to infer 

• Experiences or ideas frequently unfamiliar to high school audiences 
• Highly likely abstract or theoretical concepts 
• High to very high information density; information conveyed at a rapid to very rapid 

pace 
• Intricate or complex text structure 
• Highly challenging syntax consisting mostly of complex sentences 
• Elevated diction that is sharply distinct from everyday language 
• High vocabulary demands 
• High to very high demands on students’ knowledge of the world, culture, and/or 

subject matter 
• Likely some critical connections to other texts (e.g., allusions or references to prior 

studies) 
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Text Complexity 

Levels by 

Dimension
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Text Complexity 

Levels by 

Dimension

The SAT Suite and Classroom Practice: English Language Arts/Literacy

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/sat-suite-classroom-practice-english-language-arts-literacy.pdf
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https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.

org/pdf/test-specifications-redesigned-

sat-1.pdf

Moderately Challenging Example

This passage is adapted from Richard 

Florida, The Great Reset. ©2010 by 

Richard Florida.

The following passage on commuting is of 

lower complexity, although some aspects of 

the passage are more challenging than 

others. This passage is accompanied by an 

informational graphic.

Passage Examples

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/test-specifications-redesigned-sat-1.pdf
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https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/test-specifications-

redesigned-sat-1.pdf

Passage Examples: Moderately Challenging Example

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/test-specifications-redesigned-sat-1.pdf
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https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.

org/pdf/official-sat-study-guide-

sample-reading-test-questions.pdf

Moderately Challenging Example

This passage is adapted from Richard 

Florida, The Great Reset. ©2010 by 

Richard Florida.

On questions that ask for the meaning of a 

word in context, consider the role the word 

plays in the context in which it appears. 

Wrong answer choices will often consist of 

alternate meanings of the word that don’t fit 

the context.

Passage Examples

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/official-sat-study-guide-sample-reading-test-questions.pdf
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https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org

/pdf/test-specifications-redesigned-sat-

1.pdf

Higher Text Complexity Example

The following passage is from a text in the Great 

Global Conversation inspired by U.S. founding 

documents and is of higher complexity, although 

some aspects of the passage are less challenging 

than others.

Passage Examples

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/test-specifications-redesigned-sat-1.pdf
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https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/test-specifications-redesigned-sat-1.pdf

Passage Examples: Higher Text Complexity Example

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/test-specifications-redesigned-sat-1.pdf
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https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org

/pdf/official-sat-study-guide-sample-

reading-test-questions.pdf

Higher Text Complexity Example

Rhetorical effect is the influence or impact that a 

particular arrangement of words has on the intended 

meaning of a text.

To answer this question, students should identify what 

point the author is trying to get across in the 

paragraph in which the three phrases appear.

Passage Examples

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/official-sat-study-guide-sample-reading-test-questions.pdf


SAT®

Skills Insight 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/skills-insight-sat-suite.pdf

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/skills-insight-sat-suite.pdf
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Reviewing score band 30-34, which would show a student to be college and 
career ready, demonstrates that a student should typically be able to do the 
following:

• Read a complex passage closely to draw a reasonable inference.

• Determine the best textual evidence for an inference when the evidence 
requires some interpretation or analysis and the inference requires close 
reading.

• Determine the central idea or theme of a complex passage that features 
several important ideas. 

• Determine a relationship between information, ideas, or people depicted in a 
passage (e.g., establishing cause-effect, comparison-contrast, or sequential 
relationship).

• Determine the main purpose of a portion of a passage (e.g., detail or metaphor) 
in relation to the passage as a whole. 

• Draw a straightforward, reasonable inference about point of view or 
perspective in a complex passage (e.g., identifying where point of view 
switches in a literary passage; distinguishing among conflicting perspectives in 
an informational passage).

• Determine the main purpose of a complex passage or one of its paragraphs.

• Determine a claim or counterclaim in a complex argument; analyze a subtle 
argumentative technique.

Overview—

Reading Skills

There are six score ranges for 

Reading—Academic Skills in the Skills 

Insight document.

6-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-40
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• Demonstrates how the SAT Suite of Assessments is linked to the 

knowledge and skills taught in the classroom 

• Describes the academic skills typically mastered at each score 

band and strategies for improvement

• Provides actionable suggestions for improving skills that help 

students gain additional practice

Use the Instructional Planning Reports from the K-12 Assessment 

Reporting Portal to find the percent of students in each score band. 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org

/pdf/skills-insight-sat-suite.pdf

Using Skills Insight™

for the SAT Suite

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/skills-insight-sat-suite.pdf
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Skill Progression 
15-19

Read a moderately 
challenging passage 

closely to identify explicitly 
stated information or 

ideas.

20-24

Read a moderately 
challenging passage 

closely to draw a 
reasonable inference. 

25-29

Read a complex 
passage closely to 

identify explicitly 
stated information 

or ideas or to draw 
a relatively simple 
reasonable 

inference.

30-34

Read a 
complex 

passage 
closely to draw 

a reasonable 
inference.
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Skill Progression 
15-19

Identify the central idea or 
theme of a passage that 

has a single, clear 
purpose of a passage.

20-24

Determine the central 
idea or theme of a 

moderately 
challenging 

passage.

25-29

Determine the 
central idea or 

theme of a 
complex 

passage.

30-34

Determine the 
central idea or 

theme of a 
complex 

passage that 
features 
several 

important 
ideas.
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Resources about Skill Progression



Accessing and Utilizing 

the SAT® Suite Question 

Bank 
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The SAT® Suite Question Bank May 

Be Accessed at 
https://satsuitequestionbank.collegeboard.org. 

Open to the Public

No College Board Account or Access Code 

Required

https://satsuitequestionbank.collegeboard.org/
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How to Create a Question Set within the SAT® Suite Question 

Bank
Go to https://satsuitequestionbank.collegeboard.org

To create a question set:

• Use the filters to narrow the list.
• Select question IDs to view question content.

• Check boxes to create the set (up to 20 questions). 
• Select the “Export PDF” button.
• Choose to print questions with or without the correct 

answers and explanations.

https://satsuitequestionbank.collegeboard.org/
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Questions are classified as easy, medium, or 

hard and are based on student performance.

Filters: Level of 

Difficulty
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Primary Dimensions: broad categories of the skills and 

knowledge measured by each test

Secondary Dimensions: subcategories of each primary 

dimension

Tertiary Dimensions: categories of each secondary dimension

Dimensions
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• Grades 9–10

• Passages are clear and more direct than those at a 

higher level, but they convey ideas and themes with 

some subtlety.

• Grades 11–CCR (College and Career Ready)

• The purpose of these passages may be subtle or 

complex and possibly hidden. Ideas and themes are 

easier to infer than passages written at a postsecondary 

level.

• Grades 13–14

• These highly complex passages serve multiple 

purposes. Ideas and themes can be challenging to infer.

Text Complexity
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• Grades 9–10

• Passages are clear and more direct than those 

at a higher level, but they convey ideas and 

themes with some subtlety.

• Grades 11–CCR (College and Career Ready)

• The purpose of these passages may be subtle 

or complex and possibly hidden. Ideas and 

themes are easier to infer than passages 

written at a postsecondary level.

• Grades 13–14

• These highly complex passages serve multiple 

purposes. Ideas and themes can be 

challenging to infer.

Text Complexity



Instructional and Skill-

Building Strategies
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Instructional Strategies for Reading:

• Require students to practice reading and analyzing extended 

passages of text at varied levels of text complexity. 

• The Reading Test passages span a range of difficulty from early high 

school to early postsecondary (college-entry, credit-bearing) levels of 

reading.

• Use multiple reading passages to explore ideas in both fiction and 

nonfiction, giving students the opportunity to practice analysis and 

synthesis of texts. 

• Include graphs, tables, and charts in reading assignments. The 

Reading Test includes two passages accompanied by one or two 

related informational graphics. Students will be asked to interpret 

graphics and make connections between graphics and passages. 

(They will not need to use mathematical computation to answer the 

questions.)

General 

Instructional 

Strategies
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Instructional Strategies for Reading (continued): 

• Ask students to investigate the way authors use word choice, 

structure, and other techniques to create a desired effect in both 

fiction and nonfiction passages.

• Direct students to analyze history and social studies passages from 

the U.S. founding documents and texts in the Great Global 

Conversation. Reading selections from such texts helps prepare 

students for the rigors of making meaning from challenging, often 

abstract texts on serious topics, such as rights, duties, and freedoms.

• All of the information needed to answer the associated Reading Test 

questions is found in the passages themselves—the test does not 

assume that students will have read these passages previously. 

When useful, a historical note will be provided to contextualize the 

reading for students.

General 

Instructional 

Strategies
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Skill-Building Strategies for Reading:

• Assign a range of reading passages that includes some longer and 

more difficult selections, and provide students with needed 

scaffolding and support so that they can develop the needed 

independence in reading such pieces.

• Select a particularly meaningful or powerful word or phrase from a 

reading selection, and then substitute another word or phrase of 

similar meaning. 

• Discuss how it is uncommon for two words or phrases to have 

exactly the same impact, nuance, or connotation even when they 

have similar dictionary definitions. 

• When reading literature passages, primary sources, or current event 

publications, ask students to use the SOAPSTone (Speaker, 

Occasion, Audience, Purpose, Subject, Tone) method to analyze the 

text. 

Skill-Building 

Strategies
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Skill-Building Strategies for Reading (continued): 

• Ask students to write questions that investigate understanding of a 

lesson or unit. 

• Ask students to practice identifying meaningful and relevant 

information in order to create high-quality questions for their peers to 

answer.

• Require students to provide supporting evidence when answering 

peers’ questions.  

• Ask students to identify similarities and differences in multiple 

passages. 

• Ask students to locate and present additional texts that support an 

author’s conclusion and to defend their choices by citing textual 

evidence (e.g., quotations) from the additional texts. This allows 

students to practice both synthesizing and supporting their ideas with 

evidence.

Skill-Building 

Strategies
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Instructional Strategies for Writing and Language: 

• Instruct students to provide quotations from passages, data from 

graphs, tables, charts, or other relevant text as evidence to support 

conclusions in class discussions and on assignments. 

• Teach students in all classes to practice writing and language 

analysis skills—effective language use, expression of ideas, and the 

proper use of Standard English Conventions—to develop their 

analyses of social studies, science, and career-related passages.

• Practice revising and editing during class by asking students to refine 

their own work as well as the work of their peers to build analysis 

skills related to grammatical conventions, word choice, and sentence 

structure in extended contexts.

• Give students the opportunity to correct mistakes both in carefully 

constructed errors you provide and in their own work. They will be 

asked to make corrections in word choice, conventions of usage and 

punctuation, organization, sentence structure, and analysis of 

graphical data on the SAT Suite of Assessments.

General Instructional 

Strategies
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Skill-Building Strategies for Writing and Language: 

• Peer editing can be an important part of the writing process 
and a useful teaching and learning activity for both the writer 

and the editor. 

• Provide students with a reading passage containing several 
sentences in need of correction. Ask students to improve the 
sentences, focusing their attention on the context of the errors, 

their effect on the sentence, and the meaning of the sentence 
within the passage. 

• After students make corrections, ask them to explain their 

reasoning. Students are thus simultaneously practicing using 
language conventions and supporting their answers with 

evidence.

Skill-Building 

Strategies
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Skill-Building Strategies for Writing and Language (continued): 

• Encourage students to attend to errors in the application of Standard 

English Conventions. Use released student essay samples from the 

College Board to practice analyzing text for strength of proposition, 

support, focus, and effective language use.

• Ask students to review text messages and then correct grammatically 

incomplete sentences, problems with end-of-sentence punctuation and 

punctuation within sentences, and cases of nonstandard expression 

(when words and phrases are used in a way not typical of Standard 

Written English) according to Standard English Conventions. Discuss 

how these changes influence the tone and meaning of the messages.

• Familiarize students with the analysis of data, graphs, and charts in 

conjunction with text. Using the informational graphics in a textbook or 

periodical, provide students with inaccurate interpretations of data and 

ask them to correct the error(s). 

• Have them explicitly describe the data they used to make each 

correction.

Skill-Building 

Strategies
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Next Steps

Teacher Toolkit

• Review the SAT Suite and Classroom Practice: 
English Language Arts/Literacy document:  

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/sat-
suite-classroom-practice-english-language-arts-

literacy.pdf

• Contact ILSAT@collegeboard.org to request the 

full version of the curriculum worksheets for 
Reading, Writing and Language, and Math. 

Visit the SAT® Suite Question Bank

• Access the SAT® Suite Question Bank at 
https://satsuitequestionbank.collegeboard.org.  

• Determine the best use of the readily available 
3,500 questions. 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/sat-suite-classroom-practice-english-language-arts-literacy.pdf
https://satsuitequestionbank.collegeboard.org/


Thank You

Please email questions or comments about this 

presentation to ILSAT@collegeboard.org. 

mailto:ILSAT@collegeboard.org

