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Agenda

* Differences Between Immigrants and Migrants
* Migrant Education Overview
* Migrant Liaison Role

o How to find a student's Migrant Indicator in SIS
o How to connect with service providers
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Myth Busters (True or False)

 Animmigrant student is always a migrant student. False
 Animmigrant is always an English learner. False

* An immigrant child always moves to seek seasonal work, or to
study, or join family. False

* Immigrant and migrant students can receive targeted
educational support services for three years.lrue
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What is the difference
between an immigrant
and a migrant?
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Immigrant

* Animmigrantis someone who makes a conscious decision to leave
his or her home and move to another country with the intention of

settling there.
o Immigrants often go through a lengthy vetting process to immigrate to a new
country.
o Many become lawful permanent residents and eventually citizens.

o Some individuals may be undocumented.
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Migrant

* A migrant, or migratory farmworker, meets specific criteria found in
federal legislation.

* Defined by Title I, Part Cin Sections 1115(b) and (c), 1304(c)(2), and
1309 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as
amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015.

* Individual or family must make a qualifying move.

* Individual or family must seek or engage in a qualifying activity.
* Must meet the requirements of a migratory child.
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Migrant Education
Overview
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Migrant Education Program (MEP) Purpose

e Support high-quality and comprehensive educational
programs for migrant children in order to reduce the
educational disruption and other problems that result from
repeated moves;

e Ensure that migrant children who move among the states
are not penalized in any manner by disparities among the
states in curriculum, graduation requirements, and state
academic content and student academic achievement
standards;

 Ensure that migrant children are provided with appropriate
educational services (including supportive services) that
address their special needs in a coordinated and efficient

manner;
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The Purpose of the MEP (continued)

* Ensure that migrant children receive full and appropriate
opportunities to meet the same challenging state academic
content and student academic achievement standards that
all children are expected to meet; and

e Design programs to help migrant children overcome
educational disruption, cultural and language barriers,
social isolation, various health-related problems, and other
factors that inhibit their ability to do well in school, and to
prepare them to make a successful transition to
postsecondary education or employment.

ILLINOIS
STATE BOARD OF
EDUCATION




Who are migratory children?

* Children and youth through the age of 21 who have not
graduated from high school may be eligible for the MEP if they
have moved:

— Within the last 3 years

— From one district to another

— From one residence to another
— Due to economic necessity

— With a parent or guardian who is a migratory agricultural worker
or on their own as a migratory agricultural worker
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Eligibility Requirements

* Clearly defined eligibility requirements set by
federal rules.

* Eligibility determination must be made by a
certified MEP recruiter.

* Certification is updated annually.

* Migratory Agricultural Worker or Fisher

— Work directly related to:

* Planting, harvesting, or processing of crops, dairy products,
poultry, or livestock.

e Catching/processing of fish/shellfish.
— Qualifying work is seasonal or temporatry.
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Agricultural Work Is More Than Farms

IDRC Agriculture Insights Report
* County-specific data about agricultural work
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https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiN2JiODkyZWQtYjNhMC00OGRlLThiMGMtMTQ1Y2VkN2NhZTI0IiwidCI6IjU3MGI1MWMyLWQ2NjYtNDY0Ny1iNDc4LTY4MThmYzMyZGU5MSIsImMiOjN9&pageName=ReportSectionce62cb0568901262cce1

Migrant Education

All MEP students can receive:
* Academic tutoring
 Support services

Out of School Youth can benefit from:

* ESL classes

* OSHA certifications

* Pathways to complete high school
 Career counseling/ college prep
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Migrant Liaison Role
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1. Assist With School Enrollment

Illinois MEP receives "Move Notices" when eligible migratory families
indicate they are moving to lllinois from another state.

Migratory families often do not have all the paperwork a district
typically looks for.

Recognize a Title |, Part C Certificate Of Eligibility (COE) as a legal
document that identifies a child as a migratory student and

immediately enroll them in school. Districts may use the COE as
proof of eligibility for services such as free and reduced-price lunch.

See the Non-Regulatory Guidance on Registration and Enrollment
for more information.
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https://www.ed.gov/media/document/2025-ome-coe-instructions-109777.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/guidance_reg.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/guidance_reg.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/guidance_reg.pdf

2. Help Connect Eligible Students and Families with
Service Providers

1. If you suspect a family may be eligible, please refer them to
NIU-IMES.

2. Check the State SIS to see if you have students enrolled with a
Migrant Indicator of “Yes.”

3. Contactyour local director to see what services are available
to the students in your district.

4. When in doubt, email multilingual@isbe.net, and ISBE staff
will connect you.
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mailto:multilingual@isbe.net

Migrant Education Referral

We request your help to identify all eligible migrant
children in Illinois.

Use the QR code to transmit information to Illinois
Migrant Education Services at Northern Illinois
University (Available in English, Spanish,
Portugues, and Viethamese).

IMES recruiters will contact the family to arrange
for an interview to determine eligibility for
services.
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State SIS > Reports > Demographics and Enrollment >
Demographics > Details

School Year | Active Enroliments Only v
Enrolled As Of Date ‘ 10/23/2026

(MM/DD/YYYY)
School | All Schools v|

® Home O Serving O Service Provider O Home But Not Serving O Serving But Not Home

Grade | All Grades v|
Native Language ‘ All Languages V|
Race/Ethnicity ‘ All Races v|
Gender @ Al O Male © Female O Non-Binary
Read First Indicator ® Both O Yes O No
Read Improve Indicator @® Both O Yes O No
Title One Indicator Al o
Homeless Indicator ® Both O Yes O No
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MEP SERVICE REGIONS MAP
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Service Providers

Regions 1, 2, and 4
NIU - Rochelle

Director:

Melina Wright
MWright6é@niu.edu

Region 3
Beardstown CUSD 15

Director:

Tammee Petersen
PetersenT@beardstown.com

Regions 5 and 6
Illinois Migrant Council

Director:

Miguel Sarmiento
MSarmiento@lllinoisMigrant.org
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3. Receive Information and Resources to Support Your District

ISBE, NIU-IMES, and the local program may reach out to share
InNformation about services, events, and resources available to
support your students, teachers, and/or district.

NIU-IMES monthly newsletter
Educational resources
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Questions?

Email: multilingual@isbe.net
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Thank you!

4

ILLINOIS
SIATE BOARD OF
EDUCATION




	Slide 1: Migrant Liaison Introductory Webinar
	Slide 2: Agenda
	Slide 3: Myth Busters (True or False) 
	Slide 4: What is the difference between an immigrant and a migrant?
	Slide 5:  Immigrant
	Slide 6:  Migrant
	Slide 7: Migrant Education Overview
	Slide 8: Migrant Education Program (MEP) Purpose
	Slide 9: The Purpose of the MEP (continued)
	Slide 10: Who are migratory children? 
	Slide 11: Eligibility Requirements
	Slide 12: Agricultural Work Is More Than Farms
	Slide 13: Migrant Education
	Slide 14: Migrant Liaison Role
	Slide 15: Assist With School Enrollment
	Slide 16: 2. Help Connect Eligible Students and Families with  Service Providers
	Slide 17: Migrant Education Referral 
	Slide 18: State SIS > Reports > Demographics and Enrollment > Demographics > Details
	Slide 19: Service Regions
	Slide 20:  Service Providers
	Slide 21: 3. Receive Information and Resources to Support Your District
	Slide 22:  Questions?  Email: multilingual@isbe.net
	Slide 23: Thank you!

