Obtaining NIMAC Materials or AEM in Illinois

1. Verify the student qualifies for
NIMAC-sourced materials.

2. When ordering materials from a
publisher, include a request that
a NIMAS file be created in
NIMAC. Check the NIMAC
inventory to see if the requested
file is available.

3. Contact an lllinois NIMAC
authorized user to retrieve
the NIMAC file and convert the
file to the accessible format for
the individual student.

Direct questions to Lori Clampitt,
state NIMAC coordinator, at
Iclampit@isbe.net.

Accessible Educational Materials (AEM) for
Individuals With or Without an IEP

Tip: A great place to start is the website for the National
Center on Accessible Educational Materials for Learning at
CAST or AEM Center (https://aem.cast.org/). The center
provides resources and technical assistance related to
accessible materials for individuals across the lifespan.
Especially valuable is the AEM Navigator, a tool for AEM
decision-making related to specific individuals at
https://aem.cast.org/get-started/resources/2021/aem-

navigator.

Potential sources of AEM, whether or not an individual
has an IEP, might include working directly with —

e Publishers who create “born accessible” materials or
provide accessible options.

e Accessible media producers, such as Bookshare,
Learning Ally, and American Printing House.

e Individuals at the local level qualified to convert
materials into accessible formats.

Possible AEM Sources
(no IEP)

College students may wish to
check first with the college or
university Disability Services Office
to see what supports and materials
they have available.

Examples of AEM sources and
resources across the lifespan
might include —

e Public libraries

e |llinois Assistive Technology
Program
e Infinitec

e Chicago Lighthouse

e Medical or educational service
providers

e Government- or university-
administered loan programs and
assistive technology centers
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