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The purpose of this document is to address questions regarding the Notice of Funding Opportunity / Request for 
Proposals pertaining to this grant. Common questions from prior years are included and new questions received 
throughout the application period will be added to this document such that the information is made available to 
all eligible applicants. 
 

 
Q Who is eligible to apply for a grant? 

A Illinois School Food Authorities (SFAs) are eligible to apply on behalf of their school sites 
that participate in the National School Lunch Program. An SFA is defined as a governing 
body that is responsible for the administration of one or more schools/sites and has the 
legal authority to operate the NSLP therein. 
In regard to school year 2020-21, any SFA with a previously approved state agency 
agreement on file to operate the National School Lunch Program (per 7 CFR 210.9(b)), and 
that would otherwise be operating NSLP in SY 2020-21, may continue to access NSLP 
Equipment Assistance Grants while utilizing the flexibilities granted under the current 
Summer Food Service Program/Seamless Summer Option Nationwide Waivers. 
 

Q I have a school that needs equipment, but the school was already awarded an Equipment 
Assistance Grant in a previous year. Can I still apply for this school? 
A Yes – SFAs can still apply in 2021 for schools that have been previously awarded a NSLP 

Equipment Assistance Grant. 
 

Q If we got a grant in fiscal year 2020 (performance period is still open), can I apply for another 
grant for equipment in 2021?  
A Yes – SFAs can still apply in 2021 for schools that received a 2020 NSLP Equipment 

Assistance Grant, which is still in its performance period. 
 

Q I am an administrator new to this district. How do I know if schools within my district have 
previously received an Equipment Assistance Grant? 
A ISBE maintains a listing of all schools that have been awarded a NSLP Equipment Assistance 

Grant since FY 2009. This Previously Awarded Schools listing is available on ISBE’s NSLP 
Equipment Assistance Grant webpage. 
 

Q Can I apply for more than one school in my district? 
A Yes – SFAs can apply for more than one school under their authority. All schools for which 

the SFA is applying for funding should be listed on Attachment 2 of the application. The SFA 
will then need to complete a separate Attachment 3 for each school listed on Attachment 2, 
as each school will be scored individually. 

 
 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/nslp-equip-prev-awarded-list.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Equipment-Grants.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Equipment-Grants.aspx
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Q Are non-public schools eligible to receive this grant? 

A Any sponsors with non-public schools meeting the eligibility criteria may apply for funding.  
 

Q Our school has less than 50 percent free and reduced-price eligibility. Can we still apply for 
this grant? 
A Yes – Schools with less than 50 percent free and reduced-price eligibility can apply for this 

grant, they just won’t receive priority points on their score for this category. 
 

Q What types of equipment can I request for grant funding? 
A Allowable expenditures for this grant include direct costs associated with the purchase of 

new equipment, renovation of existing equipment, and/or replacement of existing 
equipment. Examples of equipment include, but are not limited to, refrigeration (reach-in 
or walk-in), preparation equipment (convection oven, combination oven, steamer, tilt 
skillet, food processor), serving line (effective flow and components, including 
merchandising), holding cabinet, dishwasher, shelving, salad bar, food transport carts, 
carriers, and point-of-sale system. For purposes of this grant, all equipment must have a 
useful life of more than one year and a per-unit acquisition cost of at least $1,000 or more 
to qualify. 
 

Q I want to apply for several schools in my district. Do I have to complete a separate 
application for each school? 
A The application consists of nine attachments. Attachment 3 is the only portion of the 

application that must be separately filled out for each school because it requires specific 
information pertaining to each particular school’s meal program operation and needs. 
 

Q When will applicants be notified whether or not they will receive a grant award? 
A It is anticipated that successful applicants will receive a notice of potential award 

approximately 90 days after the end of the application period. Potential awardees will 
receive additional information from the grant manager approximately two to three weeks 
later which will include steps for completing required risk assessment(s)/grant agreement 
and a detailed award letter with the award amount. The grant period will begin no sooner 
than May 1, 2021. 
 

Q Do I have to go out for bid on the equipment I am requesting prior to submitting an 
application? 
A Applicants are not required to go out for bid prior to applying; however, a responsible 

applicant should research equipment costs to determine the project budget. Obtaining 
quotes would be helpful in determining how much funding to apply for. 
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Q I am applying for our kitchen that serves both our Junior High School and our Senior High 
School. They are considered two different schools and have two different site numbers in 
WINS but have the same physical address and are physically located within the same 
building. How do I complete attachments 2 and 3 of the application? 
A In a scenario where a kitchen is not located within only one school site – either the kitchen 

is located offsite or within a building that houses more than one school – list it on 
Attachment 2 as a District Kitchen. For purposes of this application, a District Kitchen is 
considered as one school (one physical location). Applicants will be able to list the schools 
that are served by the District Kitchen on Attachment 3. See examples below. The applicant 
only needs to complete one copy of Attachment 3 for a District Kitchen. 
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Q Can funds from this grant be used to cover recent equipment purchases that have already 
been made? 
A No, this grant funding cannot be used to reimburse equipment purchases made prior to a 

grant award. 
 

 

Q If the school for which we are applying is CEP, should we list 100% FRL or the actual 
percentage from reports? 
A Applicants do not need to enter a free and reduced-price eligibility percentage on their 

application. Grant reviewers will utilize the prior school year 2019-2020 free and reduced-
price meal eligibility data to determine the percentage and award points to the score of 
each school accordingly. 
 

Q Can this grant be used to replace and buy more lunch tables for COVID social distancing 
within our schools? 
A Any equipment requested under this grant should meet the purpose of improving the 

school meal programs in one or more of the key focus areas as listed in the program 
objectives. Therefore, if the equipment improves the quality of school meals, improves the 
safety of food served in the school meal programs, and/or expands participation in school 
meals, it could be considered allowable under this grant. Applicants must demonstrate how 
the equipment directly benefits the meal programs and how it meets program objective(s). 
This should be described within the Equipment Proposal and Justification Form (Attachment 
3) portion of the grant application. In addition, requested equipment must have a per-unit 
acquisition cost of at least $1,000 or more to qualify. 
 

Q Is our district eligible for this grant? We applied last year and did not receive a grant. 
A Any school food authority meeting the eligibility criteria in the current Request for 

Proposals can apply and potentially be awarded; however, an eligible applicant is not 
guaranteed to receive a grant. Funding is limited. Whether or not a school receives a grant 
is dependent on its score – all schools that apply will be placed into a ranked list, based on 
their overall score from highest to lowest, and funding requests will be awarded to schools 
in ranked order until the total amount of available funding is depleted. If an eligible school 
applied but did not receive a grant, it is because there was not enough money to award all 
schools in that round of funding. 
 

Q We are planning for a new kitchen next year, but do not know yet exactly which equipment 
we will be replacing. Can we still apply for the grant?  
A You can apply for the grant; however, you will need to determine the type of equipment 

items you intend to purchase since you must provide justification in the application. 
Although you don’t have to solicit bids or know specific models of the equipment prior to 
applying, you will have to identify the type of equipment and budget the estimated costs 
for the items you are requesting in the application.   
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Q Is there any information on how many applied and were awarded the grant last year (FY20)? 
A Summary of FY20 NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant

Amount of funding available: $1,308,856 

Number of eligible applications submitted by School Food Authorities (SFAs): 173 (297 sites) 
Total amount requested by SFAs: $6,598,030 

Number of SFAs awarded: 46 (61 sites) 
Total funding awarded: $1,308,856 

Free/Reduced-price percentage range of SFAs that were awarded: 56.84% to 100.00% 
Range of award amounts: $2,946 to $50,000  

Q Can this grant be used for new flooring or new plumbing for our kitchen? 
A Flooring or plumbing would be considered part of the building structure and would NOT be 

classified as equipment. Expenses for building improvements or structural renovations are 
not allowable for this grant. 

Q If a school does not meet one or more of the priority areas listed in the Notice of Funding 
Opportunity, are they disqualified from potentially receiving the grant? 
A The conditions for priority are not requirements for eligibility and, if not met, do not 

disqualify a school for this grant. Schools will be scored accordingly for each priority area. 
See pages 9-12 of the Notice of Funding Opportunity for more detailed information on 
awarding of priority points. 

Q Are the chances of receiving the grant higher if the district contributes/matches the 
requested funds? 
A No, the chances of receiving a grant are not affected by whether the applicant contributes 

or matches funds. There are no cost sharing or matching requirements associated with this 
grant. 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/FY21-NOFO-RFP-NSLP-Equipment.pdf



