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About the SAT ®

Total Score
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College Board has concluded that students must be able to: 

• read, analyze, and use reasoning to comprehend challenging literary and 

informational texts, including texts about science and history/social studies 

topics, to demonstrate and expand their knowledge and understanding; 

• revise and edit extended texts across a range of academic and career-

related subjects for expression of ideas and to show facility with a core set 

of grammar, usage, and punctuation conventions; 

• show command of a focused but powerful set of knowledge, skills, and 

understandings in math and solve problems situated in science, social 

studies, and career-related contexts; 

• make careful and deliberate use of evidence as they read and write; 

• demonstrate skill in analyzing data, including data represented graphically 

in tables, graphs, charts, and the like, in reading, writing, and math 

contexts; and 

• reveal an understanding of words in context and how word choice helps 

shape meaning and tone. 

Essential Prerequisites 

for College and Career 

Readiness 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/redesigned-sat-k12-teacher-

implementation-guide.pdf

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/redesigned-sat-k12-teacher-implementation-guide.pdf
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• Aligns to state standards

• Aligns to classroom instruction

• No obscure vocabulary

• Rights-only scoring

• Focused on the knowledge and skills most important for 

success after high school:

• Defining words in context

• Using evidence to support arguments

• Using Standard English Conventions appropriately

• Analyzing and utilizing data

• Applying Fundamental algebra concepts

The SAT® Relates to 

Classroom 

Instruction
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• Single and paired passages

• Cross-disciplinary contexts:

• U.S. and world literature

• History/social studies (founding documents/great global 

conversations)

• Science

• Informational graphics 

• Range of text complexity

• Focus on:

• Words in context

• Command of evidence

Features

SAT® Reading Test
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• Passage based

• Cross-disciplinary contexts:

• Humanities

• History/social studies

• Science

• Careers

• Informational graphics

• Multiple text types: argument, informative, nonfiction 

narrative

• Focus on:

• Expression of ideas

• Standard English conventions

• Words in context

• Command of evidence

Features

SAT® Writing and 

Language Test
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Grade-Appropriate 
Reading

PSAT™ 8/9
PSAT™ 10 & 

PSAT/NMSQT®
SAT®

Draw fairly simple, one-step

conclusions spelled out 

clearly in the text

Draw a more subtle inference 

to reach the right conclusion

from a text

Perform several steps to draw the 

right conclusion from a text

Identify relationships based 

on multiple, fairly 

straightforward pieces of 

information stated in the text

Infer somewhat more 

complicated relationships 

based on more subtle pieces of 

information stated in the text

Infer more complex relationships 

from the text by piecing facts or 

incidents together

Determine explicit meaning 

from the graphic or text

Recognize trends in graphical 

data

Synthesize information from a 

graphic and passage
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Grade-Appropriate 
Writing and 
Language

PSAT™ 8/9
PSAT™ 10 & 

PSAT/NMSQT®
SAT®

Use punctuation effectively in 

simple contexts, such as using 

commas to separate items in a

list

Use punctuation effectively in 

somewhat challenging contexts, 

such as using a colon to 

introduce a list

Use punctuation effectively in 

challenging contexts, such as using 

a semicolon to link independent 

clauses

Edit straightforward sentences 

that pose some challenge, 

such as sentences with an 

introductory phrase

Edit compound and complex 

sentences, including sentences 

with introductory phrases and 

clauses

Edit syntactically challenging 

sentences, such as lengthy 

sentences that include several 

clauses

Accurately incorporate basic 

information from graphics into 

a text

Accurately incorporate 

somewhat detailed or nuanced 

information from graphics into a 

text

Accurately incorporate specific and 

complex information from graphics 

into a text



Scores



11

Evidence-Based 

Reading & Writing 

Subscores
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Subscores identify areas of concentration on the tests and consequently have potential instructional value.  

The two subscores associated with the Reading Test are as follows:

• Command of Evidence (COE): Questions that focus on finding and using textual evidence (e.g., facts, quotations, statistics) 

in reading and writing (This subscore also includes select questions from the SAT Suite Writing and Language Tests.)

• Words in Context (WIC): Questions that focus on determining the meaning of words and phrases in reading and on rhetorical 

word choice in reading and writing (This subscore also includes select questions from the SAT Suite Writing and Language 

Tests.)

Note that some Reading Test questions do not contribute to either subscore.  This is not to suggest that those questions and the

skills and knowledge they assess are unimportant; rather, those questions focus on general reading comprehension 

competencies that defy easy classification.

Reading Test: Subscores
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The four subscores associated with the Writing and Language Tests are as follows:

• Command of Evidence (COE): Questions that focus on finding and using textual evidence (e.g., facts, quotations, 

statistics) in reading and writing (This subscore also includes select questions from the SAT Suite Reading Tests.)

• Words in Context (WIC): Questions that focus on determining the meaning of words and phrases in reading and on 

rhetorical word choice in reading and writing (This subscore also includes select questions from the SAT Suite Reading 

Tests.)

• Expression of Ideas (EOI): Questions that focus on revising text for topic development, logic, cohesion, and rhetorically 

effective use of language.

• Standard English Conventions (SEC): Questions that focus on editing text for conformity to the conventions of standard 

written English sentence structure, usage, and punctuation.

All test questions contribute to either the Expression of Ideas or Standard English Conventions subscores.  Select questions 

also contribute to either the Command of Evidence or Words in Context subscore.

The College Board decided to focus on these subscores based on the best available evidence about essential college and 

career readiness and success requirements.

Writing & Language: Subscores
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Text Complexity

Passages and paired passages have 

varying text complexities. Evidence 

indicates that students’ developed 

ability to comprehend complex text is 

strongly associated with college and 

career readiness success. 



15

A passage (or paired passage) that likely poses some challenge for college 

and career ready students; typically associated with grades 9-10 texts

Such texts commonly feature some or many of the following:

• A single, relatively straightforward purpose (informational text); one or possibly multiple 

levels of meaning (literary text); the understanding of which is useful to full comprehension

• Relatively subtle central ideas or themes, either explicitly stated or relatively easy to infer

• Moderately challenging information, ideas, and relationships, either explicitly stated or 

relatively easy to infer

• Abstract or theoretical concepts possible

• Moderate information density

• Relatively straightforward structure

• Moderately challenging syntax, including some complex sentences

• Somewhat elevated diction

• Moderate vocabulary demands

Text Complexity

Moderately challenging



16

A passage (or paired passage) that likely poses a challenge for college and 

career ready students; typically associated with grades 11-12 texts

Such texts commonly feature some or many of the following:

• One or more relatively subtle or complex purposes (informational text); multiple levels of meaning (literary 

text); the understanding of which is important to full comprehension

• Relatively subtle or complex central ideas or themes, either explicitly stated or relatively challenging to 

infer

• Challenging information, ideas, and relationships, often implicit and relatively challenging to infer

• Experiences or ideas often unfamiliar to high school audiences

• Abstract or theoretical concepts

• Moderately high to high information density

• Relatively intricate or complex text structure

• Challenging syntax, including many complex sentences

• Elevated diction that is distinct from everyday language

• Moderately high vocabulary demands

• May be some important connections to other texts (e.g., allusions, references to prior studies)

Text Complexity

Complex
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A passage (or paired passage) that likely poses a challenge for college and 

career ready students; typically associated with texts found in college-entry, 

credit bearing classes

Such texts commonly feature some or many of the following:

• Multiple subtle or complex purposes (informational text); multiple levels of meaning 

(literary text); the understanding of which is necessary to full comprehension

• Subtle or complex central ideas or themes, either explicitly stated or challenging to infer

• Experiences or ideas frequently unfamiliar to high school audiences

• Abstract or theoretical concepts

• High to very high information density

• Elevated diction that is sharply distinct from everyday language

• High vocabulary demands

• Likely to have critical connections to other texts (e.g., allusions, references to prior studies)

Text Complexity

Highly Complex



Skill Exploration:

Domains &

Dimensions
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• SAT Suite Evidence-Based Reading & Writing Domains

-Full SAT Suite ERW Domains are available as handouts. 

• Skill Exploration:

-Locate the SAT Reading Domain.

-Review the skills articulated in this section. 

-Highlight 3-5 skills that you focus on heavily in your curriculum, and 1-2 

skills that are not addressed in your grade level curriculum. 

What did you discover?

SAT Suite Domains
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Reviewing score band 30-34 which would show a student to be college and 
career ready shows that a student should typically be able to do the following:

• Read a complex passage closely to draw a reasonable inference.

• Determine the best textual evidence for an inference when the evidence 
requires some interpretation or analysis and the inference requires close 
reading.

• Determine the central idea or theme of a complex passage that features 
several important ideas. 

• Determine a relationship between information, ideas, or people depicted in a 
passage (e.g., establishing cause-effect, comparison-contrast, or sequential 
relationship).

• Determine the main purpose of a portion of a passage (e.g., detail or 
metaphor) in relation to the passage as a whole. 

• Draw a straightforward reasonable inference about point of view or 
perspective in a complex passage (e.g., identifying where point of view 
switches in a literary passage; distinguishing among conflicting perspectives 
in an informational passage).

• Determine the main purpose of a complex passage or one of its paragraphs.

• Determine a claim or counterclaim in a complex argument; analyze a subtle 
argumentative technique.

Overview-

Reading Skills

There are six score ranges for 

Reading- Academic Skills in the Skills 

Insight document.

6-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-40



SAT®

Skills Insight 
The Skills Insight document can be found at 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/skills-

insight-sat-suite.pdf

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/skills-insight-sat-suite.pdf
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Skill Progression 
15-19

Read a moderately 

challenging passage 

closely to identify explicitly 

stated information or 

ideas.

20-24

Read a moderately 

challenging passage 

closely to draw a 

reasonable inference.

25-29

Read a complex 

passage closely to 

identify explicitly 

stated information 

or ideas or to draw 

a relatively simple 

reasonable 

inference.

30-34

Read a 

complex 

passage 

closely to draw 

a reasonable 

inference.
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Skill Progression 
15-19

Determine the best textual 

evidence for a simple 

inference.

20-24

Determine the best 

textual evidence 

when both evidence 

and inference are 

relatively obvious and 

direct (e.g., a clearly 

stated fact as 

evidence for a simple 

inference).

25-29

Determine the best 

textual evidence 

for an inference 

when the evidence 

requires some 

interpretation or 

analysis.

30-34

Determine the 

best textual 

evidence for an 

inference when 

the evidence 

requires some 

interpretation or 

analysis and 

inference 

requires close 

reading.
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Skill Progression 
15-19

Identify the central idea 

or theme of a passage 

that has a single, clear 

purpose.

20-24

Determine the central 

idea or theme of a 

moderately 

challenging passage.

25-29

Determine the 

central idea or 

theme of a 

complex passage.

30-34

Determine the 

central idea or 

theme of a 

complex 

passage that 

features 

several 

important 

ideas.



• Demonstrates how the SAT Suite of Assessments is linked to 
the knowledge and skills taught in the classroom 

• Describes the academic skills typically mastered at each score 
band and strategies for improvement

• Use the Instructional Planning Reports to find the 
percent of students in each score band

• Provides actionable suggestions for improving skills that help 
students gain additional practice

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard
.org/pdf/skills-insight-sat-suite.pdf

Using Skills Insight™ 
for the SAT Suite

25

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/skills-insight-sat-suite.pdf


K-12 Assessment Reporting Portal
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• Multiple Levels of Access:

-Reports Center – interactive reports showing student progress and 

performance

Summary access – overall, cohort and administration data

Detailed access – summary data + individual student data

• Reports Available:

-Demographic Report

-Growth Report

-*Instructional Planning Report*

-*Question Analysis Report*

-Roster Report

-Scores and Benchmark Reports

-Summary Report

K12 Assessment 

Reporting Portal
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K12 Assessment 

Reporting Portal
Centralized, cloud-based portal

Interactive Reports to address areas of need 

for students

Access to portal controlled by school



Instructional Planning Report
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Instructional Planning 

Report
The instructional planning report may be used to 

pinpoint areas of strength and areas for growth in 

lesson planning and curriculum improvement. 

In the report, an educator will see benchmark data, 

including college and career readiness in Math and 

Evidence-Based Reading and Writing. 

Educators will also see color-coded test score and 

subscore ranges showing which skills your 

students have mastered and which ones they need 

to strengthen. 



Curriculum Review –

Skill Analysis
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• In the spaces below record the mean scores at the 

school and district level for the Reading Test and for 

the associated subscores. 

How Are Students 

Performing? 

Instructional Planning Report
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• The two subscores associated with the Reading Tests are as 

follows: 

• Command of Evidence (COE): Questions that focus on finding 

and using textual evidence (e.g., facts, quotations, statistics) 

in reading and writing 

• Words in Context (WIC): Questions that focus on determining 

the meaning of words and phrases in reading and on 

rhetorical word choice in reading and writing

Reading



Words in Context

Interpretation of Data

Paired Passages
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• There are two academic reading skills from score 

range 30-34 which focus on one of the reading 

subscores: Words in Context.

• Determine the meaning of a relatively 

uncommon high-utility academic word or phrase 

in context; determine the meaning of a 

moderately challenging figurative expression. 

• Determine the main purpose or effect of an 

author’s word choice in a complex passage or in 

a simpler passage when the purpose or effect is 

fairly subtle or complex (an author using 

wordplay or parody).

Words In Context
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https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/k12-

educators/advising-instruction/official-sat-

practice-lesson-plans

Official SAT® Practice 

Lesson Plans

• Lesson Plan #3

• Objectives: 

•Students will determine the meanings of words and phrases in 

context.

•Students will determine how the selection of words and phrases 

shapes meaning and tone in text. 

• Before the Lesson

• Introductory Activity

• Group/Pair Discussion Activity

• Individual Application

• Homework

• https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/official-sat-practice-

lesson-plan-reading-word-choice.pdf

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/k12-educators/advising-instruction/official-sat-practice-lesson-plans
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/official-sat-practice-lesson-plan-reading-word-choice.pdf


Interpretation of Data
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• Make an accurate, somewhat subtle or complex 

interpretation of data in an informational graphic, 

such as a table, graph, or chart (e.g., comparing 

results in terms of two variables; recognizing an 

implication of the values represented on a table); 

• Draw a supportable connection between a graphic 

and its accompanying passage (e.g., characterizing 

a broad trend exhibited in a graph using the 

concepts and language of the passage). 

Interpretation of 

data
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• Lesson #11

• Objective: 

•Students will analyze information presented quantitatively 

and connect that information to the ideas presented in a print 

text. 

• Before the Lesson

• Introductory Activity

• Group/Pair Discussion Activity

• Individual Application

• Homework

• https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/official-sat-

practice-lesson-plan-reading-quantitative-texts.pdf

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/k12-

educators/advising-instruction/official-sat-practice-

lesson-plans

Official SAT® Practice 

Lesson Plans

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/official-sat-practice-lesson-plan-reading-quantitative-texts.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/k12-educators/advising-instruction/official-sat-practice-lesson-plans


Paired-Passages
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• Compare two authors’ positions in a pair of complex 

passages (e.g., determining the extent to which two 

authors agree or disagree about a claim).

Paired Passages





47

Lesson #4

• Objective: 

•Students will synthesize information and ideas from paired 

texts. 

• Before the Lesson

• Introductory Activity

• Group/Pair Discussion Activity

• Individual Application

• Homework

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/official-sat-practice-

lesson-plan-reading-synthesis.pdf

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/k12-

educators/advising-instruction/official-sat-practice-

lesson-plans

Official SAT® Practice 

Lesson Plans

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/official-sat-practice-lesson-plan-reading-synthesis.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/k12-educators/advising-instruction/official-sat-practice-lesson-plans


Effective Language Use

Quantitative Text
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The four subscores associated with the Writing and Language Tests are as 

follows: 

• Command of Evidence (COE): Questions that focus on finding and using 

textual evidence (e.g., facts, quotations, statistics) in reading and writing

• Words in Context (WIC): Questions that focus on determining the meaning 

of words and phrases in reading and on rhetorical word choice in reading 

and writing 

• Expression of Ideas (EOI): Questions that focus on revising text for topic 

development, logic, cohesion, and rhetorically effective use of language 

• Standard English Conventions (SEC): Questions that focus on editing text 

for conformity to the conventions of standard written English sentence 

structure, usage, and punctuation 

• All test questions contribute to either the Expression of Ideas or Standard 

English Conventions subscores. Select questions also contribute to either 

the Command of Evidence or Words in Context subscore. 

Writing & Language 
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• Students revise and edit extended texts across a range of 

academic and career-related subjects:

• Show facility with a core set of grammar, usage, and 

punctuation convention

• Questions focus on revision of text:

• Topic development

• Accuracy (consistency between text and graphic[s])

• Logic

• Cohesion

• Rhetorically effective use of language

• Some passages are based in science and history/social 

studies:

• Contribute to Analysis in Science and Analysis in 

History/Social Studies cross-test scores

Effective Language 

Use

Expression of Ideas and Standard 

English Conventions
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Lesson #16

• Objective: 

•Students will recognize the effect that language choices—

diction and syntax in particular—can have on a reader. 

• Before the Lesson

• Introductory Activity

• Group/Pair Discussion Activity

• Individual Application

• Homework

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/official-sat-

practice-lesson-plan-writing-language-effective-use.pdf

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/k12-

educators/advising-instruction/official-sat-practice-

lesson-plans

Official SAT® Practice 

Lesson Plans

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/official-sat-practice-lesson-plan-writing-language-effective-use.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/k12-educators/advising-instruction/official-sat-practice-lesson-plans


Quantitative Text
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These questions fall into three general types: 

• Questions that ask students to locate information in one or 

more information graphics;

• Questions that ask students to draw reasonable conclusions 

from data presented in one or more graphics;

• Questions that ask students to connect the information 

displayed in one or more graphics with the information in 

the accompanying passage in the writing section of the 

SAT®

Quantitative Text
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Lesson #15

• Objective: 

•Students will explain how an accompanying chart or data set 

helps or hinders a writer’s argument or how graphic 

information might be included if it’s not already there. 

• Before the Lesson

• Introductory Activity

• Group/Pair Discussion Activity

• Individual Application

• Homework

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/official-sat-practice-

lesson-plan-writing-language-quantitative-texts.pdf

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/k12-

educators/advising-instruction/official-sat-practice-

lesson-plans

Official SAT® Practice 

Lesson Plans

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/official-sat-practice-lesson-plan-writing-language-quantitative-texts.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/k12-educators/advising-instruction/official-sat-practice-lesson-plans


Question Analysis Report
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Question Analysis 

Report
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Question Analysis Report
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Question Analysis Report
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Question Analysis Report
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Question Analysis Report



64

Question Analysis Report
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Question Analysis Report
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Question Analysis Report



67

Question Analysis Report



Item Analysis:

Words in Context
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Reading Test 
Words in Context

Spring 2019 – PSAT 8/9

Question Difficulty: Medium
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Reading Test 
Words in Context

Spring 2019 – PSAT 10

Question Difficulty: Medium
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Reading Test 
Words in Context

Spring 2019 – SAT® School Day

Question Difficulty: Medium



Instructional Strategies: 

Reading
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• Be a Close Reader Yourself

As you teach close reading, it’s important that you know the 

text backwards and forwards. Every time you raise an issue or 

ask a question for discussion (e.g., “How do we know that 

Macbeth feels guilty?”), you’ll know how to help your students 

find the textual evidence and where it’s located in the text. 

Teach “Stretch Texts”

As you choose texts to use with your students, think about 

your purpose behind each text. Look for stories or articles that 

raise authentic questions and could be interpreted differently 

depending on each student’s background knowledge or prior 

reading. If you’re working with a novel, focus on a section that 

lends itself to ambiguity and interpretation. 

Close Reading 

Strategies
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Instructional Strategies for Reading:

• Require students to practice reading and analyzing extended 

passages of text at varied levels of text complexity. The Reading Test 

passages span a range of difficulty from the early high school to early 

postsecondary (college-entry, credit-bearing) levels of reading.

• Use multiple reading passages to explore ideas in both fiction and 

nonfiction, giving students the opportunity to practice analysis and 

synthesis of texts. 

• Include graphs, tables, and charts in reading assignments. The 

Reading Test includes two passages accompanied by one or two 

related informational graphics. Students will be asked to interpret 

graphics and make connections between graphics and passages. 

(They will not need to use mathematical computation to answer the 

questions.)

General 

Instructional 

Strategies



Strategy- OPTICGeneral 

Instructional 

Strategies

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/redesigned-sat-

k12-teacher-implementation-guide.pdf

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/redesigned-sat-k12-teacher-implementation-guide.pdf
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Instructional Strategies for Reading (continued): 

• Ask students to investigate the way authors use word choice, 

structure, and other techniques to create a desired effect in both 

fiction and nonfiction passages.

• Direct students to analyze history and social studies passages from 

the U.S. Founding Documents and texts in the great global 

conversation. Reading selections from such texts helps prepare 

students for the rigors of making meaning from challenging, often 

abstract texts on serious topics such as rights, duties, and freedoms.

• All of the information needed to answer the associated Reading Test 

questions is found in the passages themselves—the test does not 

assume that students will have read these passages previously. 

When useful, a historical note will be provided to contextualize the 

reading for students.

General 

Instructional 

Strategies
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Skill Building Strategies for Reading:

• Assign a range of reading passages that includes some longer and 

more difficult selections, and provide students with needed 

scaffolding and support so that they can develop the needed 

independence in reading such pieces.

• Select a particularly meaningful or powerful word or phrase from a 

reading selection, and then substitute another word or phrase of 

similar meaning. 

• Discuss how it is uncommon for two words or phrases to have 

exactly the same impact, nuance, or connotation even when they 

have similar dictionary definitions. 

• When reading literature passages, primary sources, or current event 

publications, ask students to use the SOAPSTone method to analyze 

the text. 

Skill Building 

Strategies
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Skill Building Strategies for Reading (continued): 

• Ask students to write questions that investigate understanding of a 

lesson or unit. 

• Ask students to practice identifying meaningful and relevant 

information in order to create high-quality questions for their peers to 

answer.

• Require students to provide supporting evidence when answering 

peers’ questions.  

• Ask students to identify similarities and differences in multiple 

passages. 

• Ask students to locate and present additional texts that support an 

author’s conclusion and to defend their choices by citing textual 

evidence (e.g., quotations) from the additional texts. This allows 

students to practice both synthesizing and supporting their ideas with 

evidence.

Skill Building 

Strategies



Instructional Strategies: 

Writing and Language
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Instructional Strategies for Writing & Language: 

• Instruct students to provide quotations from passages, data from 

graphs, tables, or charts, or other relevant text as evidence to 

support conclusions in class discussions and on assignments. 

• Teach students in all classes to practice writing and language 

analysis skills—effective language use, expression of ideas, and the 

proper use of Standard English Conventions—to develop their 

analyses of social studies, science, and career related passages.

• Practice revising and editing during class by asking students to refine 

their own work, as well as the work of their peers, to build analysis 

skills related to grammatical conventions, word choice, and sentence 

structure in extended contexts.

• Give students the opportunity to correct mistakes, both in carefully 

constructed errors you provide and in their own work. They will be 

asked to make corrections in word choice, conventions of usage and 

punctuation, organization, sentence structure, and analysis of 

graphical data on the SAT Suite of Assessments.

General Instructional 

Strategies



81

Skill Building Strategies for Writing & Language: 

• Peer editing can be an important part of the writing process 

and a useful teaching and learning activity for both the writer 

and the editor. 

• Provide students with a reading passage containing several 

sentences in need of correction. Ask students to improve the 

sentences, focusing their attention on the context of the errors, 

their effect on the sentence, and the meaning of the sentence 

within the passage. 

• After students make corrections, ask them to explain their 

reasoning. Students are thus simultaneously practicing using 

language conventions and supporting their answers with 

evidence.

Skill Building 

Strategies
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Skill Building Strategies for Writing & Language (continued): 

• Encourage students to attend to errors in the application of Standard 

English Conventions. Use released student essay samples from the 

College Board to practice analyzing text for strength of proposition, 

support, focus, and effective language use.

• Ask students to review text messages and then correct grammatically 

incomplete sentences, problems with end-of-sentence punctuation 

and punctuation within sentences, and cases of nonstandard 

expression (when words and phrases are used in a way not typical of 

Standard Written English) according to Standard English 

Conventions. Discuss how these changes influence the tone and 

meaning of the messages.

• Familiarize students with the analysis of data, graphs, and charts in 

conjunction with text. Using the informational graphics in a textbook 

or periodical, provide students with inaccurate interpretations of data 

and ask them to correct the error(s). 

• Have them explicitly describe the data they used to make each 

correction.

Skill Building 

Strategies
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Skills Insight

Educators can use Skills Insight to see the academic skills 

typically mastered at each score band and develop strategies 

for improvement. It also provides actionable suggestions for 

improving skills that help students gain additional practice. 

Teacher Implementation Guide

The Teacher Implementation Guide has been created for 

teachers and curriculum specialists to generate ideas about 

integrating SAT ® practice and skill development into 

challenging coursework through curriculum and instruction.

Instructional Strategy Supports

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/skills-insight-sat-suite.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/redesigned-sat-k12-teacher-implementation-guide.pdf
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The curriculum review worksheets are designed to help 

teachers  

• understand many of the skills and knowledge that are                     

assessed on the SAT Suite of Assessments; 

• review student performance; 

• identify skills and knowledge that need additional instruction 

and support; and 

• develop a plan for implementation. 

The Curriculum Review Worksheets contain sets of tables 

addressing most of the skills and knowledge assessed on the SAT 

Suite Tests: (Reading, Writing & Language, and Math). 

Each table includes a description of a skill or knowledge and 

provides a structure to guide educators to evaluate the placement 

of that skill or knowledge within the curriculum. 

Curriculum Worksheets



Thank you!


