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IDEA
Special Education Directors Conference
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Welcome & Introductions

Twylia Bennett – Supervisor

Adenike Sosina – Lead

Elroy Reed – Grant Reviewer 



3

Agenda

– IWAS Access

– IDEA Grant Information

– Maintenance of Effort (MOE)

– Nonpublic Proportionate Share (NPPS)

– Coordinated Early Intervening Services (CEIS)

– Assurances

– Single Audits
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Accessing the IWAS System
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Log In

IWAS Help Desk 
217-558-3600
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System Listing
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System Listing
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Organizational Risk Assessment (ORA)
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Create Application
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LEA IDEA Fiscal Uses of Funds 
Requirements

• LEA Flow-Through Funds 
– Base payment plus allocation based on 

population/poverty

• Excess Costs
– IDEA Regulations Appendix A

• Maintenance of Effort  
– Supplement not supplant

• Equitable Services  
– Parentally placed private school students
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Overview Tab



12

Applicant Information Tab
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Allotment Tab
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Keep in Mind

• To obtain a July 1 start date, districts must 
submit prior to the due date (June 30, 2024).

• Maintenance of Effort does NOT have to be met 
prior to submission.

• Expenditure Reports are due quarterly, no later 
than the 20th of the following month.

• Once final allotments are pushed into 
the applications (typically end of December), 
districts MUST amend if REQUIRED for CEIS or if 
they have NPPS funds.
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Amendments
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Amendments
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Amendments

• Must mark in each section.

• Are required when:

▪ There is a significant change in program scope (e.g., adding a new component - 
summer school); or

▪ The grantee intends to budget for more available funds (i.e., federal carryover); 
or

▪ The expected expenditures exceed the ISBE expenditure variance of 10 percent 
or $1,000 per an object total, whichever is greater without going over the total 
budget; or

▪ The grantee adds a new expenditure item.

• Must be completed 30 days prior to the end date.

• Best Practice – Type amendment # when amending

application.
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Allotment Tab -- Carryover
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FFATA
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Maintenance of Effort 

Maintenance of Effort (MOE) is met by spending the 
same (or greater) amount of money for special 
education services from local funds as compared to 
the previous year. The required Moe levels for 
budgeting and spending are referred to as the 
“eligibility standard “ and the “compliance standard”. 



21

MOE Eligibility Standard

For purposes of establishing the LEAs eligibility for an award for a 
fiscal year, the SEA must determine the LEA budgets, for the 
education of children with disabilities, at least the same amount, 
from at least one of the following sources, as the LEA spent for that 
purpose from the same source for the most recent fiscal year for 
which information is available (i) local funds only, (ii) the 
combination of state and local funds,(iii) local funds only on a per 
capita basis: or (iv) the combination of state and local funds on a 
per capita basis. 
34 CFR 300.203(a)(i) 
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MOE Eligibility
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MOE Compliance Standard
• An LEA meets the compliance standard if it does not reduce 

the level of expenditures for education of children with 
disabilities made by the LEA from at least one of the following 
sources below the level of those expenditures from the same 
source for the preceding fiscal year, except as provided in 

    300.204 and 300.205:

 (i) local funds only, (ii) The combination of State and local 
funds,(iii) Local funds only on a per capita basis: or (iv) 
The combination of state and local funds on a per capita 
basis. 

     34 CFR 300.203(b)(2) 
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MOE Compliance Page
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Maintenance of Effort Compliance Process

Districts:
• Complete the exceptions to MOE if district has MOE shortfall.
• If there are miscodings on the AFR, district may revise the MOE worksheet.

LEAs and districts use ISBE-calculated figures to complete the MOE page of 
the IDEA grant.

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IDEA-Part-B-Grant-Program-Information.aspx
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How is MOE Calculated ?

For both standards, LEAs have four options to 
demonstrate they have met MOE requirement:

➢ Total amount of local funds,

➢ Total amount of state and local funds,

➢ Per capita (e.g., per child with disability) amount of 
local funds, or

➢ Per capita amount of state and local funds.  
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Allowable MOE Exceptions? 

LEAs may reduce it’s MOE for eligibility (budget) and compliance (expenditure) if there 
is an allowable exception: 

▪ Voluntary departure or for-cause departure of special education staff,

▪ A decrease in the enrollment of children with disabilities – if the LEA maintains 
the per capita spending;

▪ Termination of an exceptionally costly program/service, 

▪ Termination of costly expenditures for long-term purchases, such as equipment 
or construction and,

▪ Assumption of cost by its SEAs high-cost fund. 

34 CFR 300.204
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In Addition to MOE Exceptions …

MOE is met if MOE balance is negative, but per capita spending stays the 
same or increases.

The 50% MOE reduction/flexibility provision is an option when a district has 
an increase in funds (generally not applicable).

If a district is eligible to use MOE reduction/flexibility:

▪ Any use of CEIS will count toward that total.

▪ The combined dollar amount for the MOE flexibility and CEIS will be limited to the smaller 
amount (usually 15%). 

Applications may be submitted to secure a start date but cannot be approved 
until MOE is resolved.

If an LEA fails to meet MOE, a penalty will apply.  The LEA must repay from 
non-federal funds the amount by which it failed to maintain effort.
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Budget
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Keep in Mind -- Budget

Any contract over $25,000 must have the "Exclude 
from MTDC" box checked.

Any one item over $500 must be coded as a 500 or 
700 object code (curriculum is not included), 
dependent on District Capitalization Threshold.

Any one item over $5,000 must receive ISBE approval. 
Capital Outlay Request may be found on the IDEA Part 
B webpage, under IDEA Part B Program Information.

All 2530 and 2540 function codes must receive ISBE 
approval. Request may be found on the IDEA Part B 
webpage, under Construction with IDEA funds.
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General Allowable Uses of Funds

• LEA administrative costs

• Child Find (public and private schools)

• Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
services

– Special education and related services

• Coordinating Early Intervening Services (CEIS)

• Comprehensive CEIS
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Professional Development

Professional development is a required component of IDEA. ISBE 
recommends at least 5% of IDEA Part B Flow-Through funds to be allocated 
for professional development.
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Examples of allowable costs can be found on pages 6 and 7 of the IDEA Grant 
Instructions. 

Grant funds may not be used for:

▪ Transportation costs not included in IEPs

▪ Refreshments for staff

▪ Private tuition 

▪ Matching funds   

▪ Debt reduction or fines

▪ Entertainment, contributions, or donations

▪ Attorney’s fees or costs of a party related to an action

▪ Other expenditures not directly related to the grant activities

Costs Not Permitted

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDEA-Grant-Prog-Info-App-Inst-Book.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDEA-Grant-Prog-Info-App-Inst-Book.pdf
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Program-Specific Tabs

• Nonpublic Consultation Tab

• Nonpublic Proportionate Share Tab

• NPPS Reporting Tab
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Nonpublic Consultation

Remember to enter the Timely Meaningful Consultation (TMC)  meeting date after 
choosing the first radio dial.  TMC documentation no longer needs to be uploaded 
annually in the IDEA Part B grant, unless the previous year's funds were not all spent. The 
districts will still be responsible for maintaining TMC documentation at the local level.
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Nonpublic Proportionate Share

Choose one radio dial to indicate calculation status.
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NPPS Reporting Tab
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NPPS Budget Line Descriptions

• Proportionate share will be returned for revision when terms such as 
“TBD,” “placeholder,” and “money reserved for NPPS” are found in the 
budget description. Other accepted suggestions:

– 3700/100 -- Currently, the district does not have nonpublic 
students needing services under an Individual Service Plan (ISP). If in 
the future the district does have students, NPPS funds will be used to 
provide ISP services  to parentally placed students in 
nonpublic schools, which are eligible under IDEA.

– 3700/100 --The district does not have nonpublic students needing 
services. District staff will provide services to students with disabilities 
who attend parentally placed NP schools within the district as they are 
identified throughout the school year, and services will be provided.
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Keep in Mind -- NPPS

• NPPS for special education services must be provided in accordance with 
ISPs, which can include teaching assistants and tutoring. The services 
provided to nonpublic students with disabilities by public school personnel 
must meet IDEA personnel qualifications and requirements.

• IDEA proportionate share expenditures must minimally include services to 
the students. Please note, supplies, materials, and professional 
development for nonpublic school staff, in relation to the student services, 
are allowable. Supplies and materials that are not consumable must 
remain property of the district.

• NPPS funds cannot be provided directly to the nonpublic school or 
a homeschool parent.

• A district contracted nonpublic school employee cannot deliver ISP 
services during the nonpublic school day.



40

NPPS Guidance Documents

• Questions and Answers on Serving Children with Disabilities 
placed by their parents in Private Schools (revised February 
2022)

• Nonpublic Proportionate Share Services (PowerPoint from 
2023 Directors Confrence)

• Illinois State Board of Education Special Education 
Department Guidance Document: Nonpublic Proportionate 
Share Services May 2023

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/QA_on_Private_Schools_02-28-2022.pdf
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/QA_on_Private_Schools_02-28-2022.pdf
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/QA_on_Private_Schools_02-28-2022.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/SE-Dirconf-Session22.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/SE-Dirconf-Session22.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ISBE-Nonpublic-Proportionate-Share-Services-Guidance.pdf#search=Nonpublic%20Proportionate%20Share%20Services
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ISBE-Nonpublic-Proportionate-Share-Services-Guidance.pdf#search=Nonpublic%20Proportionate%20Share%20Services
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ISBE-Nonpublic-Proportionate-Share-Services-Guidance.pdf#search=Nonpublic%20Proportionate%20Share%20Services


41

Accessing the CEIS Pages
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Coordinated Early Intervening Services 
Subtab
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CEIS Reporting Subtab – Used Voluntarily
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CEIS Reporting Subtab – Required 
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CEIS Reporting Subtab – Budgeted, 
Did Not Spend
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CEIS Reporting – Funding Source
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Keep in Mind -- CEIS

• "Required" funds that go unspent must be spent in 
the following fiscal year.

• Funds must be manually moved from Flow-Through 
into CEIS column on the Allotment page.

• If choosing to voluntarily use funds, districts are only 
able to use up to 15% of your total IDEA allotment.

• Voluntary CEIS funds are only able to be used for non-
special education students.

• Required CEIS funds cannot be used to serve special 
education students only.
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Prior to Submission

• The Assurance pages must be completed and saved.

• The PRA/ISBE-Specific tab must be completed and 
saved.

• All GATA pages must be completed and saved.
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Single Audits

Single Audit -- Respond in a timely manner, contact your grant coordinator 
with any questions.

• District and cooperative communication is important.
• Follow through on corrective action to avoid a repeat finding.
• Audit findings can impact LEA determinations.

Equity ● Quality ● Collaboration ● Community
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Single Audits

When the audit has been completed, the district will be offered an exit 
conference. The district can choose to waive the exit conference; however,  
if it does, the Corrective Action Plan will be decided on behalf of the 
district.

When ISBE receives a single audit finding, the district has already signed an 
agreement to the findings and the plan of action.

• Communicate internally regarding audit findings.
• Member districts communicate with cooperative personnel, as 

needed.

Questioned costs are subject to repayment or budget adjustments.
Districts can contact the IDEA grant coordinators during the audit process.
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Returned Audit Findings Examples

• Funds spent outside the grant period.
• Unallowable expenditures.
• Not keeping time and effort sheets.
• Lack of receipts.
• Auditor can’t locate the equipment.
• Interest earned.
• Local records don’t match expenditure reports.
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Items to Consider Prior to Submission

Each Amendment tab has the same information (Part B, Flow-Through, CEIS, 
and Preschool):

• Consolidated application indicates they should all correspond with each 
other.

• CEIS page and CEIS Reporting page are appropriately completed.
• The uploaded TMC documents do not contain any identifying 

student/parent information.
• The number of staff and roles for funded positions are provided. 

(Names are not needed.)
• Professional development has been budgeted.
• Any 700-object code includes the Capital Outlay Threshold amount in 

the budget description.
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Resources
For IDEA App Budget Help:

• ISBE’s Fiscal Policy and Procedures Handbook Rules 

• ISBE Rules webpage

• Title 23: Part 100

IDEA Flow-Through and Preschool Allocations

• ISBE Special Education Reimbursement webpage

IDEA Proportionate Share Amounts

• ISBE Special Education Reimbursement webpage

OSEP’s Excess Calculation

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/fiscal_procedure_handbk.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Rules.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/100ARK.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Special-Education-Approval-and-Reimbursement.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Special-Education-Approval-and-Reimbursement.aspx
http://idea.ed.gov/explore/view/p/%2Croot%2Cdynamic%2CPresentation%2C31%2C
http://idea.ed.gov/explore/view/p/%2Croot%2Cdynamic%2CPresentation%2C31%2C
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Resources
For IDEA program help:

• IDEA handbook under the Technical Assistance 
Resources dropdown on the IDEA Part B Grant webpage

• IDEA Application Overview pages

• IDEA Application Instructions link

Contacts
ISBE Grant Coordinators -- Telephone 217-782-5589

Twylia Bennett, Supervisor  --  tbennett@isbe.net
Adenike Sosina, Lead --  asosina@isbe.net

Elroy Reed, Principal Consultant --  ereed@isbe.net

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IDEA-Part-B-Grant-Program-Information.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/FTPFiles/2024-IDEAInstructions.pdf
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