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• Please complete the registration form for this 
event.

• Today's slide deck can be accessed here:
• All resources are available in a our shared 

folder and archived on ISBE’s Illinois 
Comprehensive Literacy Plan webpage after 
each session.

Housekeeping
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1B7z7mUQBnq8VR0XPrecz1kTozoDofeec?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1B7z7mUQBnq8VR0XPrecz1kTozoDofeec?usp=sharing
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Illinois-Literacy-Plan.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Illinois-Literacy-Plan.aspx
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Illinois has an urgent and collective responsibility to 
achieve educational equity by ensuring that all policies, 
programs, and practices affirm the strengths that each 

and every child brings within their diverse backgrounds 
and life experiences, and by delivering the 

comprehensive supports, programs, and educational 
opportunities they need to succeed.

ISBE Equity Statement
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Shared Norms

Empower Stay future-focused, work toward solutions, and 
promote progress in every discussion.

Engage Actively participate by sharing feedback and 
interacting in both the chat and small groups.

U .p .l ..i ..f . .t
Encourage diverse perspectives, provide 
space for everyone to share their ideas, and 
embrace discomfort to foster growth.

Unite
Foster a sense of togetherness and 
openness, ensuring full participation. Make 
your video available if possible.
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• Understand key concepts of disciplinary literacy 
and they relate to literacy needs of adolescents

• Align disciplinary literacy instructional practices 
with the diverse needs of your students

• Become familiar with digital and print resources 
that support disciplinary literacy practices

Learning Outcomes
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Agenda

disciplinary 
literacy 

overview

1 2 3

highlight 
instruc-
tional 

practices

review 
resources
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What instructional or curricular 
strengths are you observing in Tier 
1/core literacy across disciplines in 

Grades 6-12?

Why do you consider what you’re 
observing a strength?
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Content or disciplinary literacy focuses on 
developing students’ ability to effectively 

read, write, and communicate within specific 
academic disciplines. This aspect of literacy 

recognizes that different subjects like 
science, mathematics, history, and literature 

each have unique conventions, 
vocabularies, and methods of inquiry.
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In content literacy, students learn to engage 
with texts in a manner that is reflective of 

how experts in the field approach them. For 
example, in science, this might involve 

interpreting data from graphs and 
experiments, while in history, it might focus 
on analyzing primary source documents.
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Students’ 
literacy 
learning 

needs don’t 
go away, 

but they do 
change.
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“Every teacher is a 
teacher of reading!”

“Every teacher is a 
an expert in their 
discipline. Show 
students how to 
think like a...”

expertise is shared,
replication is not 
enough
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different goals, conceptions of 
what knowledge is, and ways 
of producing it.

engage in and privilege 
different kinds of thinking.

use language in different ways 
to make and communicate 
meaning.

three ways of viewing the differences among disciplines



15



16



17



18



19

What happens to texts as readers grow?

Take on purposes and content tied with the broader 
historical and social world

Follow forms governed by unfamiliar disciplinary 
practices

Use language and ideas that are increasingly 
decontextualized and abstract, often with reliance 
on more complex internal clause structure
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Let’s take a closer 
look at one 
publication’s view 
of literacy in the 
disciplines

Breakout rooms
 
What do you notice?
Which of these elements of 
disciplinary literacy practice do 
you see in your school settings?
Which others do you see?
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How do I detect and 
account for bias in 
primary historical 
sources?

How do I use primary 
sources to develop an 
account of an event?

Why do dominant 
accounts of an event 
privilege or exclude 
certain perspectives?

 a framework for critical thinking and motivation
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A disciplinary approach to literacy
is…
• an acknowledgment 

that the need for 
literacy instruction 
doesn’t end

• a validation of the 
literacy expertise of 
teachers in all 
disciplines

• a way to frame learning 
in real-world, 
inquiry-based settings

is not…
• a panacea for all 

literacy challenges in 
MS/HS

• an abandonment of 
“content area reading” 
strategies

• a program, curriculum, 
or package
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What can make difficult text difficult?
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What about a 
text can be 

difficult?
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ISBE Dyslexia Handbook, P. 76
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ISBE Dyslexia Handbook, P. 77

Tiers of Reading Instruction for Secondary Settings
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Vocabulary & 
Language Scaffold 
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predict

2 syllables prefix + root verb

in ELA we predict 
what will happen in 
the book

pre dict

before to say or speak

to say before
to say what you think 
will happen before it 
happens 



32

What morphemes do I teach?
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Dense Text Scaffold 
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Sentence Paraphrasing
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Word Reading Scaffold
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What supports will teachers need in 
providing these scaffolds in Tier 1 
instruction across the disciplines? 
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Think-alouds
short, purposeful 
engagements with text 
in which the teacher 
names and then 
demonstrates a 
particular way (or ways) 
of thinking while reading
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deciding focus for a think-aloud



42

Choosing a focus for a think-aloud
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Preparing a text for a think-aloud
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Think alouds are are not
• Focused and goal oriented 

• Invitations for us as teachers to get 
to know our texts and reading 
processes well 

• Ways you give access to ways of 
thinking, comprehending, and 
interpreting that are likely new to 
many students

• Purposefully “teacher-centered” to 
provide modeling and guidance on 
the way to a pass-off to groups or 
individual reading

• One tool in a repertoire of practices

• An invitation for students to re-read 
with their own background 
knowledge and processes

• long, drawn out experiences

• chances to ask questions that 
you then point toward students 
(“interrogation style”)

• chances for you to show off 
what you know and can 
do—you’re bridging the 
expertise between students 
and you

• one-time experiences/miracle 
“fixes”
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Writing and Assessment 

Embed writing activities 
into content. 
Generate ideas from 
class work. 

“Writing isn’t just a skill. Writing 
instruction can also be a powerful tool 
for teaching content” (Maloney, 2024). 
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Within students’ writing, their learning and writing 
development are evident. 

Four criteria generally used to assess writing quality
● Structure
● Coherence
● Unity
● Well-constructed sentences 

The Writing Revolution 2.0 2024
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suggestions for starting a disciplinary 
literacy focus in your setting

Plan big, but start small–invite interested faculty from across 
departments to start investigating what it means to do their discipline

Read, interpret, and discuss texts from each others’ disciplines 
together

Discuss shared observations of strengths and areas for growth in 
student readers

Develop, practice, and refine think-alouds together 

Expect implementation across disciplines to vary in style and intensity 
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An excellent book 
on adolescent 
reading 
instruction, with 
some focus on 
disciplinarity
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A strong starter 
resource, 
available for free 
online
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Books that 
provide strong 
and  
approachable 
deeper dives
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Books that take a 
strongly 
linguistic/
language-based 
approach to 
disciplinary 
literacy (not 
“starters”)
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Books that take a 
push the field to 
take a more 
critical stance 
about 
disciplinarity
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Don’t forget!

• Grant for Local Literacy Plan Template

• For ROEs/ISCs and Districts 
• IWAS/System Listing/Surveys/District Literacy Plan 
• Can describe activities in the future or reflect a recently written plan
• IWAS/System Listing/Active Grants/District Literacy Plan 

Implementation
• -Upload a PDF of the plan
• Due April 21, 2025 for start date of Jan. 1, 2025
• If not completed by April 30, 2025, risk deobligation of funds
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Mark Your Calendars:  2024-2025 Capacity Builders

• 10/17/24 Session 1: Overview of the Series and Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan 

• 11/14/24 Session 2: Understanding Literacy Data 

• 12/5/24 Session 3: Making Sense of Data Overload

• 1/23/25 Session 4: Local Control and Data Utilization 

• 2/13/25 Session 5: Evaluating Curriculum and Instructional Practices

• 3/13/25 Session 6: Key Literacy Strategies and Concepts 

• 4/10/24 Session 7: Disciplinary Literacy

• 5/8/25 Session 8: Monitoring Progress and Leveraging Resources 

• 6/5/25 Session 9: Writing!
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Evaluation

Please complete 
the evaluation 
form for this 
session:

https://forms.of
fice.com/r/4snU
SkXS1D
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Questions
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